
ANIMAL WELFARE CHARTER – POLICY

The Animal Charter

A. Companion Animals

1. When letting Council property for fairs or other similar events, the Council will
require assurances that living creatures (including fish) will not be given as
prizes.

2. The Council’s Dog Warden Service currently carries out a campaign for
responsible pet ownerships, in liaison with local schools and other organisations.

3. The Pet Animals Act 1951, the Animal Boarding Establishment Act 1963, the
Riding Establishments Act 1964, the Breeding of Dogs Act 1973 and all other
similar legislation for which the Council is the enforcing or licensing authority
will be strictly enforced and licensing conditions will be as onerous as the
legislation permits.

4. The Council’s Dog Warden service will be conducted at all times to minimise
discomfort or suffering to dogs and to ensure a high standard of care whilst the
dogs are in the care of the service.

B. Wildlife

Blood Sports (excluding angling)

1 A minority of people still hunt and kill animals for recreational purposes.  This is
clearly abhorrent for the majority of people, both locally and nationally, and
therefore Redditch Borough Council condemns all hunting and coursing of live
animals for sport.

2. Redditch Borough Council bans all hunting of live animals for sport on or across
land owned or administered by the Council and calls for all local authorities with
open land which could be used for hunting, to impose a similar ban.  This ban
extends to all forms of hunting live animals for sport with dogs and includes
their persecution by terriers, ferrets, etc. in their underground refuge.

3. In addition, this Council supports animal welfare groups in their campaign for
abolition nationally through legislation, subject to such groups acting within the
law.

4. This Council will not support, financially or otherwise, projects or events which
support or involve bloodsports.

5. Redditch Borough Council calls on Parliament to introduce legislation to make all
hunting and coursing of live animals with hounds illegal.



C. Shooting

1. This Council bans shooting for sporting purposes, of live animals and birds on
land owned or administered by the Council.

2. This Council calls upon Parliament to impose stricter controls upon the sale,
registration and use of both crossbows and air weapons and requests they be
included in firearms legislation.

D. Traps and Snares

1. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 should be amended to ban the use of all
snares which are both cruel and indiscriminate, trapping not only target animals
such as fox, badger and rabbit, but also deer, cats and dogs.

2. Redditch Borough Council is opposed to the use and manufacture of all snares
and traps which may cause suffering to animals and birds and imposes a ban on
the use of these on Council owned land.

3. Redditch Borough Council recognises that, generally, wild animals and birds
have little protection in law and as a responsible and representative public body,
supports calls upon Parliament to introduce legislation to achieve that
protection.

E. Falconry

1. The display of all birds of prey on land owned or administered by the Council is
to be controlled by licence authorised by the Director of Culture and
Development in consultation with the relevant Portfolio Holder.

2. Redditch Borough Council will take the pressure off wild animals by actively
discouraging and penalising polluters and by preserving and restoring stable
habitats, and draw attention to the harm caused to wildlife by the indiscriminate
destruction of habitat, the drainage of wetlands, the unnecessary felling of
trees, removal of hedges and the filling in of ponds.

F. Performing Animals

1. After many years of careful study by eminent scientists and zoologists,
performing and captive animals have been proved to show symptoms which
indicate fear, frustration, or stress. The practice and tradition of animals
performing unnatural tricks in circuses and theatres is often questioned, taking
into consideration the needs and welfare requirements set against their value in
providing amusement and entertainment.

2. The Council bans all circuses which use wild performing animals on Council
owned land.



G. Fur

1. Local Responsibility: this Council will discourage the fur trade by:

a) not allowing advertising for the promotion or selling of furs on Council
property;

b) not allowing the fur from wild animals to be sold on Council owned land.

END

ANIMAL CHARTER – MINUTE

(Public and Environment  Services Committee – 7 October 1992
Scheme of Delegations updated 8 November 2004)

The Committee considered the adoption by the Council of an Animal Charter setting out the
Council’s policies, aims, objectives and arrangements with regard to animal welfare.

A number of Members considered that angling should be included in the list of blood sports
as specified in the Charter.  However, it was generally agreed that this addition would be
detrimental to the large number of anglers living in and visiting Redditch.

RESOLVED that

The Charter be adopted by the Council.


