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On 3rd October 2014, Inspector Michael Hetherington issued a Post-Hearing Note raising

concerns in respect of the Redditch Sustainability Appraisal (SA) (CDR 3.2,

www.redditchbc.gov.uk/examination). Redditch Borough Council therefore undertook a

reconfiguration of its SA to improve its legibility and this was consulted on and presented to

the Examination (OED/33c Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 Sustainability Appraisal (May

2015)).

On 17th June 2016 The Inspector issued his proposed Main Modifications to the Plan. SA

Screening of these Modifications was carried out following Examination and found that no

significant environment effects were likely and therefore no further SA is required. This

Modifications were consulted on over the summer of 2016 (27th July- 21st September). This

subsequently received on 16 December 2016. An SA Post Adoption Statement is available as a

separate document.

This document is the Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 Sustainability Appraisal (May 2015)

with an additional Appendix (Appendix F).
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Non-Technical Summary

The Borough of Redditch Local Plan and Sustainability Appraisal
1. This is a non-technical summary (NTS) of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report accompanying

the Submission Local Plan No.4 (BORLP4) to Examination. The Revised SA addresses issues
identified in relation to the Sustainability Appraisal Refresh (November 2014) and also takes the
opportunity to bring together in a single document material hitherto spread across a number of
contributory documents. The NTS provides an outline of the SA process and key findings,
including how the SA has influenced the evolution of the BORLP4, and meets the requirements
of the SEA Directive and UK guidance on SA and SEA.

2. A SA Report was prepared alongside the proposed submission of BORLP4 of September 2013.
During the Examination Hearing Sessions into the BORLP4 in September 2014, it became
apparent that the format and presentation of previous Sustainability Appraisals did not

proposed spatial strategy in respect of strategic site development Post Hearing
Note paras 4 -11)1.

3. The format and presentation of the SA has been updated to record
Submission and present site selection and development option information. It also ensures all
alternatives have been explicitly tested against other alternatives in the context of the proposed
Submission Local Plan No.4 (see Appendix D) in response to concerns expressed by the
Inspector2. The reasoning for the selected strategy has been detailed further to ensure the
justification is explicit and the process is transparent.

4. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended) requires Local Planning
Authorities to carry out a SA of relevant planning documents. The BORLP4 will be the first Plan
for Redditch to be adopted under the 2004 Act. The BORLP4 is based on the Vision statement of
the Redditch Sustainable Community Strategy3 and the following associated headline aspirations
for the Borough:

Sustainable places to live which meet our needs

Creating and sustaining a green environment

Creating a Borough where businesses can thrive

Improving the vitality and viability of Redditch Town Centre and District Centres

Creating safe and attractive places to live and work

-being

5. of the Sustainable
Community Strategy. The Submission BORLP4 contains 45 policies based around the above
aspirations and 4 policies relating to proposed strategic development sites.

1
-hearing Note, 3

rd
October 2014

2
-hearing Note, 3

rd
October 2014

para 11.
3

ful and vibrant with communities that have access to good job opportunities,
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6. A Scoping Report was published for consultation with the designated environmental bodies of
Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency and other bodies with economic
and social responsibilities between 1st October 2007 and 5th November 2007. Comments
received were considered and, where appropriate, amendments to the Scoping Report were
made, and have influenced the production of this SA. In addition, this SA also includes further
comments received from English Heritage regarding the suitability of Brockhill West as a
potential location for development. These comments have informed the appraisal criteria.

7. The SA Framework was developed during Stage A of the SA process (Scoping Report). The SA
Framework includes 18 Sustainability Objectives which are used to test the sustainability of the
Plan using guide questions, in turn measured by using targets and indicators to monitor
progress.

8. In response to the observations of the Inspector following Examination Hearings4, the SA has
been carried out by officers of Redditch Borough Council, with guidance from AMEC UK Ltd.

Sustainability characteristics of the BORLP4 area5

9. The assessment of plans, programmes and policies identified the following issues to be
considered as part of the appraisal process:

reduce climate change

reduce the need to travel

conserve cultural heritage

protect biodiversity

protect natural resources

make the most efficient use of land

safeguard landscape and townscape character

protect water quality and water resources

manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy

promote resource efficiency

protect the historic environment

provide high quality design and architecture

maintain and enhance the vitality and viability of centres

protect the openness of the green belt

provide for affordable housing

protect local services and facilities

promote the local economy

maintain the best agricultural land

ensure that appropriate foul drainage infrastructure (disposal) is available

protect or enhance water quality and water resources

reduce and manage flood risk

prevent crime and fear of crime

ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

provide opportunities for communities to participate in, and contribute to, decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in
the local community

4
-hearing Note, 3

rd
October 2014

5
Scoping Report 2014 at:

http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/CD3.9%20Local%20Development%20Framework%20SA%20Scoping%20
Report%20-%20March%202014%20.pdf
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raise the skills levels of the workforce

promote business diversity

improve health and well-being and reduce inequalities in health
10. The baseline and review of other plans has been updated throughout the plan-making process in

order to check that the sustainability issues are current and that the methods of assessment are
relevant.

How was the BORLP4 assessed?
11. The Sustainability Appraisal Framework is based around Sustainability Objectives, Questions and

Indicators which address the issues identified above. The full Appraisal Framework is set out in
Appendix A, and summarised below.

SEA Directive
Topic

SA Objective Guide Questions

Material
Assets

1. To manage waste in accordance with
the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery, disposal

Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into
the Local Plan?

Will it reduce the production of waste and manage waste
in accordance with the waste hierarchy?

Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?

Climatic
Factors

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change

Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

Does it promote patterns of spatial development that are
adaptable to and suitable for predicted changes in
climate?

Are there opportunities in the Local Plan to promote
measures to mitigate causes of climate change?

Population

Climatic
Factors

3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable travel
patterns

Will it reduce the need to travel?

Will it provide opportunities to increase sustainable
modes of travel?

Does it focus development in existing centres, and make
use of existing infrastructure to reduce the need to travel?

Population 4. Develop a knowledge-driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the
benefits urban and rural

Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

Will it provide opportunities for businesses to develop and
enhance their competitiveness?

Will it support the shopping hierarchy?

Will it help to improve skills levels in the workforce?

Will it support tourism?

Population 5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community

Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

Does it promote wider community engagement and civic
responsibility?

Population 6. Promote and support the
development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives

Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally
friendly technologies?

Does it promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact?
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SEA Directive
Topic

SA Objective Guide Questions

Does it take account of all types of flooding?

Are there opportunities to reduce the risk of flooding in
existing developed areas in the Local Plan?

Does it promote Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
where appropriate?

Soil

Water

Air

Human
Health

7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water
resources

Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
quality?

Will it improve or maintain air quality?

Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain soil
quality?

Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
resource?

Climatic
Factors

8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does
not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface
water flooding in all other areas

Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?

Population 9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the
quality of, and equitable access to,
local services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio - economic status or educational
attainment

Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

Will it contribute to rural service provision across the
Borough?

Will it enhance accessibility to services by public
transport?

Landscape

Cultural
Heritage

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality

Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality?

Biodiversity 11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity geodiversity?

Will it protect sites and habitats designated for nature
conservation?

Will it help to achieve targets set out in the Biodiversity
and Geodiversity Action Plans?

Population

Human
Health

12. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce
inequalities in health

Will it improve access to health facilities across the
Borough?

Will it help to improve quality of life for local residents?

Will it promote healthier lifestyles?

Does it mitigate against noise pollution?

Does it mitigate against light pollution?

Population 13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure
for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable
housing levels within urban and rural areas of the
Borough?

Will it provide affordable housing access to a range of
housing tenures and sizes?

Does it seek to provide high quality, well-designed
residential environments?
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SEA Directive
Topic

SA Objective Guide Questions

Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?

Population 14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

Will it provide opportunities to further develop
educational and attainment facilities within the Borough?

Population 15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-
social behaviour

Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

Does it promote wide community engagement and civic
responsibility?

Does it promote mixed development that encourages
natural surveillance?

Cultural
Heritage

16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-
designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals

Does it provide opportunities for sustainable
construction?

Does it improve the quality of the built environment?

Material
Assets

Biodiversity

17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the
best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest

Will it maximise the use of Previously Developed Land?

and amenity value?

Will it preserve the openness of the Green Belt?

adverse developments?

Does it provide opportunities for sustainable
construction?

Climatic
Factors

Material
Assets

18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from renewable
energy and low carbon sources

Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

Will it promote greater energy efficiency?

Will it encourage opportunities to achieve energy
efficiency measures above the minimum standard, as
defined by the Code for Sustainable Homes?

12. The appraisal of the spatial strategy and policies is based on the best available information using
professional judgement. However, it is not always possible to predict effects and more detailed
studies relating to biodiversity, heritage and traffic might be required at the site level. Climate
change impacts are particularly difficult to predict so a precautionary approach associated with
mitigation and adaptation is adopted.

Reasonable alternatives considered
13. BORLP4 commenced in June 2007 with the preparation of the Scoping Report and other

evidence gathering. Consultation bodies and the wider community were involved though
informal consultation in the refinement of aspects of the Core Strategy Issues and Options
Document and helped to formulate the Issues. Consultation was also undertaken at an early
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stage through a series of topic based citizen and stakeholder panels, neighbourhood group
meetings etc. The Issues and Options document6 posed five options:

Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

Option 5 - In some other way

14. Each of these options was assessed in the accompanying SA Report7 to ensure that the Preferred
Draft Core Strategy8 and its revised version9 were as sustainable as possible. Those progressed
had the least negative effects on environmental factors and most positive effects for socio-
economic factors, as well as reflecting the overall Plan strategy and being capable of delivery
over the Plan period.

15. The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough Council's most appropriate policy
options after consideration of the context and all implications, in order to resolve the key
planning issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on the identified capacity
within the Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings). The options considered were:

Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

Cross-Boundary Working
16. The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS) Panel Report was published in September

2009. The Panel Report recommended that Redditch Borough should aim to provide for 7,000
new dwellings in the period up until 2026. Of which 4,000 dwellings to be provided within the
Borough, and 3,000 dwellings within the District of Bromsgrove adjacent to Redditch's
boundaries. The WMRSS Panel Report stated (para 8.84) that
boundary of Redditch should be locally determined whether at or adjacent to the
Webheath/Foxlydiate or Brockhill ADRs or in the Bordesley Park area or in some combination of

17. m the Redditch
Borough Council evidenced capacity of 2,243 dwellings presented in the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy meant that the preferred development strategy needed to be changed. During February
- March 2010 Redditch Borough Council consulted jointly with Bromsgrove District Council on a
change to Redditch's development strategy, development options within the Borough boundary
and cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District including option 1 east of A441,
option 2 west of A441 and options 3 adjacent to A44810. A number of consultation events were

6
Core Strategy Issues and Options May 2008

7
Sustainability Appraisal of Issues and Options May 2008

8
Preferred Draft Core Strategy October 2008

9
Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy January 2011

10
Cross Boundary Growth Options Consultation February/March 2010
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held at different times of the day and week including evenings and weekends. These included
drop in days at Alvechurch Baptist Hall, Bentley Village Hall and the Kingfisher centre. It was

The development
were:

Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
There were no suitable alternative options presented to the Borough Council at Issues and
Options consultation stage.
New options to consider in policy which have emerged from consultation:

Option 6 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2026

Option 7 - Add existing ADR land to Green Belt designation

18. Options 1 - 4 were taken forward, these being considered to provide a reasonable balance
between focusing development on the existing urban area and accommodating new
development over the longer term. Option 6 was also taken forward as a reasonable planning
strategy to provide for future development needs, namely land at Webheath and in the vicinity
of the A435.

19. Following the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in March 2012, and
the subsequent abolition of the WMRSS in May 2013, Redditch Borough Council had
responsibility to determine its own evidenced development targets based on, amongst other

-
operate, Redditch Borough Council addressed the issue of cross boundary growth to meet its
development needs with Bromsgrove District Council. The Housing Growth Development Study
(HGDS)11, which informed the Draft BORLP4, was undertaken jointly by the two Local Authorities
and was subject to a specific Sustainability Appraisal. The HGDS took forward the spatial strategy
of the need for cross-boundary growth established in the consultation of February 2010 and
explored individual sites (and combinations thereof) for the location of sustainable urban
extensions, with smaller sites not considered to be reasonable alternatives as they could not
deliver the quantum of development required.

20. The options considered within the HGDS were:

18 potential development areas surrounding Redditch town based on the areas of search
established in the WYG1 study. Based on the HGDS SA analysis, areas 4, 5, 6, 8 and reduced
area 11 were taken forward for further consideration12.

In order to achieve the required development quantum of 3,400 dwellings, combinations of
potential development areas which were considered to have the best sustainability
performance were considered in more detail, namely:

o Areas 4 & 6
o Areas 4 & 5
o Reduced Areas of 4 & 11 plus Areas 5 & 6
o Areas 6 & 8

11
Housing Growth Development Study 2013 and Sustainability Appraisal

12
See HGDS para 7.21/7.22
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Area Appraisal Locations

21. The combination of Areas 4 & 6 was considered to be the most suitable for development in
terms of sustainability. The combination of areas 4 & 5 performed poorly in comparison to the
other three scenarios, mainly due to biodiversity considerations and the historic environment.
The combination of Areas 4 & 6 scored slightly higher that Areas 6 & 8 due to fewer
environmental constraints and the potential for greater social benefits. In addition, the
combination of Areas 6 & 8 could have a significant harmful impacts on the landscape, as well as
reducing the gap between Redditch and Alvechurch and the strategic gap with Birmingham. In
particular,
development at Brockhill, there are concerns about how well Area 8 could related to the urban
form of Redditch and integrate with it. Effectively development at this location could be viewed
as a new standalone community. It is also considered that development at Area 8 could promote
commuting northwards and potentially not economically benefit Redditch Town Centre and thus

Redditch Town Centre and would require significant investment in walk and cycle infrastructure
to provide the necessary level of accessibility. Area 8 generates the greater volume of vehicular
movements 13

22. Therefore, as well as achieving the highest scenario score, the combination of Areas 4 and 6 are
the most suitable for development in terms of sustainability.14 Specifically:
integrate successfully into the built form of Redditch and the environmental harm is more limited
in comparison to the other scenarios. For example the areas are well contained with defensible

13
HGDS para 8.21

14
HGDS SA pp.5-6 and scoring p.92; and HGDS paras 7.22, 8.8, 8.9, 8.12, 8.13
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boundaries minimising Green Belt harm and there are fewer statutory historic and environmental
designations. This combination of areas is well located to access public transport and local

15

23. A range of consultation methods were used such as adverts in the local press and making
information available in public places such as town hall receptions and libraries and also

-
village Hall  and at a vacant shop unit in the Kingfisher centre. -
exhibition where officers were on hand to answer queries. A total of 6 events were held on
different days and at different times over the consultation period including weekends and
evenings.

24. In order to provide a consistent analysis of potential development areas, an Addendum SA to the
HGDS16 considered the follow potential development areas which were excluded from the
original study: Areas 3, 3A, 7 and 18. Areas 3 and 18 were found to perform relatively strongly in
sustainability terms and therefore taken forward for detailed site appraisal in the same
document. In light of this analysis a reduced part of Area 3 was considered to be suitable for
development. Consequently, Areas 3 (reduced) and 18 were taken forward to be considered as
allocations in the BORLP4.

25. As part of the Examination of the BORLP4, various procedural issues were identified and set out
in a Post-Hearings Note17. These concerns (para 7 - 11) focused on the need to clearly present
alternatives which have been considered as part of the site selection process, specifically the
Webheath and A435 Areas of Development Restraint, but which were not considered in the
Submission SA. In response Redditch Borough Council undertook a comparative analysis of all
potential development sites as part of a SA Refresh (Appendix C)18 . This provides a comparative
analysis of their sustainability performance and is included in this Revised SA Report at Appendix
D.

Site Development Configurations for the Proposed Spatial Strategy
26. In developing the most appropriate site development configurations for the chosen spatial

strategy and sites which can deliver that strategy, for the land falling within Redditch Borough,
the following options were appraised (see Appendix C) with Option 1 in each case proposed for
site development:

Brockhill East (Area 6 [part])
Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and Green
Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of employment development
Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only) for
625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment development
only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030
Option 5 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation

Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital

15
HGDS SA para 5.81

16
Addendum to the Housing Growth Study and the Housing Growth Sustainability Appraisal, November 2014

17
-hearing Note, 3

rd
October 2014

paras 4 11.
18

BORLP4 Sustainability Appraisal Refresh, November 2014 (Appendix C)
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Option 1 Development of the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha and 145 dwellings
Option 2 Development of the Strategic Site for 200 dwellings only
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of employment development
only

Webheath (Area 3 [part])
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings
Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment development
only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030
Option 4 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation

Woodrow
Only one option is presented for this Strategic Site as another use would not appropriate
in this area of the Borough due to other constraints.
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 220 dwellings

Likely Sustainability Effects of the BORLP4 and their Mitigation
27. The following likely sustainability effects and proposed mitigation for the BORLP4 have been

identified:

SA Objective Likely effects Proposed Mitigation

(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

Opportunities to manage waste are included within the
Climate Change policy which sets out the need to
encourage recycling in development and other measures
which new development should meet. The preferred
locations of cross boundary development in comparison to
alternatives or the introduction of the Redditch Cross
Boundary policy would not have any other effect.

Opportunities to manage
waste are included within
the Climate Change
policy. This has set out
the need to encourage
recycling in development
and other measures
which new development
should meet.

(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

The likely growth in households, economic activity and
transport is inevitably likely to increase gross energy
demand in Redditch (even if demand per head may
decrease as a result of other measures). Mitigation against
increases in CO2 has been addressed through policy e.g.
the percentage of energy to be provided from renewable
sources and the promotion of sustainable transport.
Mitigation of climate change is addressed through building
design, landscaping and transport. Local plan policy
considers the most sustainable places to locate
development which takes into consideration the provision
of existing infrastructure, facilities and accessibility to
existing services. The locations for cross boundary
development would have an effect on this objective, but
Local Plan policies and the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy take account of the greenfield
locations and need to enhance connectivity.

The Local Plan makes
provision for the
mitigation of climate
change in a number of
ways e.g. through
building design,
landscaping, transport,
flooding and especially
through the delivery of
Policy on Climate
Change.

(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

The Local Plan makes it clear where development should
generally be directed through the Settlement Hierarchy
and Development Strategy Policies, so that the need to
travel is reduced by guiding development to the most
sustainable locations. The location of cross boundary
development has limited effects because many of the
locations are easily accessible to Redditch. Some locations
are more accessible by sustainable means than other
locations. The cross boundary policy requires the

The Local Plan makes it
clear where development
should generally be
directed through the
Settlement Hierarchy and
Development Strategy
Polices, so that the need
to travel is reduced by
guiding development to
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SA Objective Likely effects Proposed Mitigation

implementation of a range of measures to reduce the
need to travel, and possible enhancements to the road
network as a consequence of development.

the most sustainable
locations. Other aspects
relating to sustainable
transportation have been
included within the Local
Plan especially through
the Sustainable Travel
and Accessibility Policy.

The cross boundary
Policy has required the
implementation of a
range of measures to
reduce the need to
travel, and possible
enhancements to the
road network as a
consequence of
development, so that any
potential for negative
effects have been
mitigated against.

4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share
the benefits urban and rural

The Local Plan promotes the regeneration of the
Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District Centres
and requires as much of its development needs to be met
in the main settlement of Redditch as possible.
Opportunities for businesses to develop and enhance
competitiveness have been included within the Local Plan
in policies such as Development Outside of Primary
Employment Areas and Rural Economic Development.
Neither the locations for cross boundary development nor
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy would
contribute towards urban or rural regeneration and
therefore would have no effects on this objective.

The Local Plan includes a
number of measures to
be implemented in order
to encourage the
sustainable growth of the
rural economy in line
with the rural
regeneration aims
formulated in the NPPF,
especially the policy on
Rural Economic
Development.

(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

Consultation methods promoted in the Statement of
Community Involvement offered the greatest level of
opportunity to contribute to the consultation process. The
process of determining the locations for cross boundary
development play a significant part in the consultation
process for the Local Plan.

None identified.

(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

Neither the locations for cross boundary development nor
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy affect
this objective, however the allocation of the Redditch
Eastern Gateway site helps to ensure it is delivered.

The Local Plan includes
encouragement for the
use of BREEAM standards
and other nationally
supported requirements
such as CSH through the
Climate Change Policy.

(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

The Local Plan addresses this issue through policies on
Sustainable Water Management and Climate Change. The
policy on Natural Environment addresses the potential
negative effects on air quality. The policy on Redditch
Cross Boundary Development encourages the site specific
alleviation, mitigation and reporting.

The Local Plan addresses
this issue through a
policy on Sustainable
Water Management and
Climate Change,
including requirements
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SA Objective Likely effects Proposed Mitigation

to achieve the Code for
Sustainable Homes which
requires new dwellings to
meet water conservation
standards.

(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

The Flood Risk Policy encourages site development to take
into account all types of flooding and the Local Plan is
informed by an up-to-date SFRA. The majority of sites
within the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
are not within Flood Zones 2 or 3 (3a or 3b) and those few
that are, either proposed to avoid development on those
parts, or have mitigation proposals. The locations for cross
boundary development are, through the Redditch Cross
Boundary Development Policy, required to take account of
all types of flooding in the detailed site specific Flood Risk
Assessments. SUDS are required as part of proposals
where appropriate within each Strategic Site Policy and
through the Sustainable Water Management Policy.

The Local Plan includes
the Flood Risk Policy
which encourages site
development to take into
account all types of
flooding and the Local
Plan itself is informed by
an up to date Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment
Level 2.

(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

The Local Plan places Redditch Town Centre at the top of
the Hierarchy of Centres in an effort to enhance the
provision of main Town Centre uses. Strategic sites within
and adjacent to Redditch Town Centre also aim to enhance
service provision and facilities. In terms of District Centres,
the redevelopment of the District Centres also helps to
address this Objective. This redevelopment would enhance
the provision of local services and facilities and improve
the vitality and viability of the District Centres. The choice
of locations for cross boundary development could
enhance the provision of local services and facilities as
part of the development and the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy encourages this at the preferred
locations. There is an opportunity to improve and
integrate public transport links at the locations for cross
boundary development particularly where a critical mass
of development is achieved or where sites can be linked.

The Local Plan includes a
Development Strategy
which aims to guide
development to places
which are more
accessible as preferable
places for development,
where sustainable modes
of travel are available,
which includes public
transport.

(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

The landscapes in and around Redditch are very important
and any inappropriate proposals which do not implement
necessary mitigation measures are resisted in the policy on
Natural Environment. The locations for cross-boundary
development have been determined with regard to the
Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment,
although all locations have some landscape impacts.

The landscapes in and
around Redditch Borough
are very important and
any inappropriate
proposals which do not
implement necessary
mitigation measures are
resisted in the policy on
the Natural Environment.

(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

The importance of the green corridors in and around the
Borough warrants biodiversity and geodiversity elements
to be included in the Green Infrastructure policy and
specifically within policies for strategic sites. The locations
for cross boundary development would have an effect on
the achievement of this Objective because all sites are
greenfield sites which include areas of biodiversity that
would require mitigation measures to ensure continued
protection and enhancement.

The importance of the
green corridors in and
around the Borough
warrants biodiversity and
geodiversity elements to
be included in the Green
Infrastructure policy and
specifically within policies
for strategic sites. The
Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy also
applies.
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SA Objective Likely effects Proposed Mitigation

(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

The Local Plan identifies locations within the Borough that
could be safeguarded for health related purposes at the
Alexandra Hospital. By increasing the provision of
healthcare facilities, access is also likely to improve
through the policy on Health Facilities. Quality of life of

transportation, open space, the development strategy,
pollution and the natural environment and landscape.
Noise and light pollution increases are very likely as a
result of the cumulative impact of development and
mitigation measures are essential. Neither the locations
for cross boundary growth or the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy impact on this objective.

By increasing the
provision of healthcare
facilities, access is also
likely to improve
therefore the support for
new or improved primary
health care facilities is
ensured within a Local
Plan policy on Health
Facilities. Redevelopment
of the former new town
District Centres will also
include redeveloped
health facilities.

(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

The Local Plan sets out the Affordable Housing need and
requirements for the Borough through Policy, reflecting
the findings of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment.
Neither the locations for cross boundary growth nor the
Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy impact upon
this Objective with the exception of being able to deliver
more affordable housing, but this is not a locational issue.

None identified.

(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

Before any significant development commences, the
necessary infrastructure (which would include educational
facilities) would need to be available to accommodate the
increased pressure on services that would occur from
additional residents. The Local Plan ensures that sufficient
delivery of infrastructure of various types are provided.
The locations for cross boundary growth will require the
supply of additional educational facilities which would help
to ensure positive effects for this objective.

The Local Plan ensures
that sufficient delivery of
infrastructure of various
types are provided.

(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

The Local Plan aims to resolve the issue of crime and anti
social behaviour and the most productive way of ensuring
this is through design considerations through Policy on
High Quality and Safe Design.

None identified.

(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims to
improve the quality of the built environment, for example
through the redevelopment and regeneration of the New
Town era District Centres, general protection for elements
of the historic environment, and design policies. The

assets are ensured through the Historic Assets policy in the
Local Plan which re
distinctiveness. There are some clusters of listed buildings
in a number of cross boundary locations although the
preferred locations for development help to achieve this
objective.

None identified.

(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not

The Local Plan maintains that the remaining Green Belt
land should remain open and protected from
inappropriate development in line with national guidance.
The Local Plan includes a policy on making the most
efficient use of land which includes maximising PDL. The
locations for cross boundary growth are not PDL; this is
necessary as insufficient PDL is available to accommodate
the required level of growth. The locations for cross
boundary development all involve development on the

The Local Plan continues
to maintain that the
remaining Green Belt
land designated should
remain open and
protected from
inappropriate
development in line with
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detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

Green Belt so the achievement of this decision making
criteria could be negatively affected depending on the
location.

national guidance.

(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

The Local Plan encourages renewable and low carbon
energy production through the Climate Change policy and
requires that development delivers appropriate standards
against the Code for Sustainable Homes and that other
sustainable construction methods for non-residential
development are achieved. The majority of the locations
for cross boundary development would concentrate
development in a single large development area, the
opportunities for integrating renewable and low carbon
technologies could be maximised.

The Local Plan
encourages renewable
and low carbon energy
production through
Climate Change Policy.

28. The overall sustainability effects associated with implementation of the BORLP4 are considered
to be positive. This reflects the accommodation of development within the existing urban area
of Redditch and, where development on greenfield land is proposed, the creation of sustainable
urban form and appropriate mitigation where adverse effects are identified. Development
outside of the administrative boundary of Redditch is necessary due to the limited capacity
available within the Borough to meet the locally derived development requirements on suitable
and sustainable sites. This issue has been addressed jointly between Redditch Borough Council
and Bromsgrove District Council.

29. The process of determining the location for this growth has therefore been part of a separate
joint consultation and SA process, progressed concurrently with the Local Plan for Redditch. The
SA for Redditch does however include cross boundary development options so that there is
comparable assessment between the sites within Redditch, and those beyond the border. The
refinement of the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy has also been undertaken
jointly. The wide range of policies covering matters other than housing allocations have been
assessed and found to be largely positive in their likely effects.

Consultation
30. Sustainability Appraisal has accompanied each stage of the plan-making process and been

subject to consultation. The outcomes of these consultations have been reported in
Consultation Statements (Regulation 19) and Regulation 22(1) Summary of Main Issues Raised at
Proposed Submission Stage. A very small number of representations were received on the SA at
each stage which included observations on the scores given and the scope of the SA (in relation
to Habitats Regulations Assessment). Where appropriate, these comments have informed
subsequent versions of the SA. Copies of previous documents can be found at:
http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/environment-and-planning/planning-services/planning-
policy/development-plan/local-plan-no-4-examination.aspx

31. In addition, the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was informed by informal consultation

and information gathering beginning in June 2007. Statutory consultation was carried out in

November 2007 with the three statutory bodies (English Heritage, Environment Agency and

Natural England) and other stakeholders. A total of seven responses were received on all aspects

of the Scoping Report and appropriate amendments were made to the contents of the report.

32. This Revised Sustainability Report is published for consultation commencing 24th March 2015 for
a period of six weeks ending on 5th May 2015, along with an updated SA of the Bromsgrove Plan.
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Compliance with the SEA Directive
33. A table summarising how this SA Report addresses the requirements of the SEA Directive is set

out at section 1.5 in the main body of the Report.

Monitoring
34. Once the BORLP4 is adopted, its effects will continue to be assessed against sustainability

indicators, to measure how well the Plan has contributed to sustainability (as well as monitoring
the indicators for the Plan). The data collected will form the baseline to which future effects are
compared and the results will help inform the preparation of future revisions to existing policies
or sections of the Local Plan. Implementation of the Plan policies will be monitored through the

hich oversees and reports on
the progress of the Plan.

Post Adoption Statement
35. Following adoption of the BORLP4, a Post Adoption Statement will be produced, setting out the

following:

How environmental considerations have been integrated into the BORLP4.

How the SA Report has been taken into account.

How opinions expressed in relation to the BORLP4 and the SA Report have been taken into
account.

The reasons for choosing the BORLP4 as adopted, in light of reasonable alternatives
considered.

The measures to be taken to monitor any significant environmental effects associated with
implementation of the BORLP4.
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1. Introduction

1.1 The Requirement for SA/SEA
1.1.1 This document is the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report prepared to accompany the
Submission version of the Borough of Redditch Local Plan 4 (BORLP4).  The regulations contained
within the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and the guidance set out in the NPPF identify that
SAs should meet the requirements of EU Directive 2001/42/EC, Strategic Environmental Assessment

the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment.  In thi
main areas of emphasis are to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the
preparation and adoption of plans to promote sustainable development.  The SEA Directive and SEA
Regulations that transpose the Directive into UK Law, state that the SEA must consider the following
topic areas:

biodiversity

population

human health

flora and fauna

soil

water

air

climate change

material assets

cultural heritage

landscape

1.1.2 The SEA Directive defines environmental assessment as a procedure comprising:

the preparation of an Environmental Report on the likely significant effects of the draft plan
or programme;

undertaking consultation on the draft plan or programme and the accompanying
Environmental Report;

taking into account the Environmental Report and the results of consultation in decision
making; and

providing information when the plan or programme is adopted showing how the results of
the assessment have been taken into account.

1.1.3 SEA is required19 to be undertaken alongside the preparation of the plan to which it relates to
allow alternatives to be incorporated, ensuring that environmental, social and economic implications
are taken account of in emerging strategies and policies.

1.1.4 Although the SA and SEA process are separate appraisals, it is possible to combine these
processes into a single assessment (as per the guidance set out in the NPPF).  This assessment
considers the significant environmental, social and economic effects of implementing plans or
programmes.

1.1.5 This SA incorporates the requirements of the SEA Directive and has been undertaken in line
Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial

19
Sustainability appraisals incorporate the requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes

Regulations 2004
requirements of the European Directive 2001/42/EC
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. The SA has been carried out by officers of Redditch
Borough Council with assistance from Amec consultants.

1.2 Purpose of the Report and Background to the Appraisal
1.2.1 This SA Report deals with the requirements of both the SEA Directive Regulations and the SA
Regulations in the 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act. The Directive requires that
reference to Regulations in the SA Report should be clearly displayed, and this is set out at Section
1.5.

1.2.2
reasonable alternative options are the most sustainable in order to deal with the spatial planning
issues. The SA aims to ensure that as sustainable as possible when
considering all reasonable alternatives in line with the requirements of the SEA Directive. This
approach helped to inform the proposed submission Local Plan No.4 as well as proposed mitigation
to address any adverse effects identified.

1.2.3 The and present the site
selection and development option information. It also ensures all alternatives have been explicitly
tested against other alternatives in the context of the proposed submission Local Plan No.4. The
reasoning for the selected strategy has been detailed further to ensure the justification is explicit
and the process is transparent.

1.3 The Borough of Redditch Local Plan
1.3.1 BORLP4 will be the first Plan for Redditch to be adopted under the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act (2004) (as amended). The BORLP4 is based on the Vision statement of the Redditch
Sustainable Community Strategy20 and the associated headline aspirations for the Borough as
follows:

Sustainable places to live which meet our needs

Creating and sustaining a green environment

Creating a Borough where businesses can thrive

Improving the vitality and viability of Redditch Town Centre and District Centres

Creating safe and attractive places to live and work

-being

1.3.2 Vision and aspirations. The Submission
BORLP4 contains 45 policies centred on the above aspirations and 4 policies relating to proposed
strategic development sites.

1.4 Consultation
Sustainability Appraisal has accompanied each stage of the plan-making process and been subject to
consultation. The outcomes of these consultations have been reported in Consultation Statements
(Regulation 19) and Regulation 22(1) Summary of Main Issues Raised at Proposed Submission Stage.
A very small number of representations were received on the SA at each stage which included
observations on the scores given and the scope of the SA (in relation to Habitats Regulations
Assessment). Where appropriate, these comments have informed subsequent versions of the SA.

In addition, the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was informed by informal consultation and
information gathering beginning in June 2007. Statutory consultation was carried out in November

20
By 2030 Redditch will be successful and vibrant with communities that have access to good job opportunities,
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2007 with the three statutory bodies (English Heritage, Environment Agency and Natural England)
and other stakeholders. A total of seven responses were received on all aspects of the Scoping
Report and appropriate amendments were made to the contents of the report.

1.5 Quality Assurance Checklist
The following table sets out where requirements of the SEA Directive have been addressed in the
Sustainability Report.

Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

Relevant Sections in the SA Report

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes.

Scoping Report (Stage A1); Stage B1: Testing
the Core Strategy DPD Objectives against the
Sustainability Appraisal Framework

Chapter 2

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
plan or programme.

Scoping Report (Stage A2); Stage B2:
Developing the DPD Options, Stage B3:
Predicting the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD

Chapter 2, Appendix A

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected.

Scoping Report (Stage A2); Stage B2:
Developing the DPD Options, Stage B3:
Predicting the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD

Chapter 2, Appendix A

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to
the plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to
any areas of a particular environmental importance, such as
areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and
92/43/EEC.

Scoping Reports (Stage A2, A3); Appropriate
Assessment Screening Matrix; Chapter 2

e) The environmental protection objectives, established at
international, Community or Member State level, which are
relevant to the DPD and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account
during its preparation.

Scoping Reports (Stage A1)

f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including on
issues such as: biodiversity, population, human health, fauna,
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage,
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors.

Scoping Reports (Stage A3); Stage B3, Stage
B4, Effects of Options on SA Objectives
Tables

Chapter 4; Appendices B, C, D & E

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan or programme.

Stage B5 Mitigation Measures

Chapter 4; Table 4.6

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt
with, and a description of how the assessment was undertaken.

Chapter 3



4

Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

Relevant Sections in the SA Report

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Art.10

Chapter 4, section 4.8

j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under
the above headings

Non-technical summary

1.6 Structure of the SA Report

The remainder of this Report is structured as follows:

Chapter 2 sets out the methodology adopted to undertake the Appraisal

Chapter 3 sets out the detail and evolution of BORLP4 including the consideration of options

Chapter 4 sets out the appraisal of BORLP4

Chapter 5 discusses the overall effects of BORLP4 including proposals for mitigation and
monitoring

Chapter 6 sets out the Examination of BORLP4 and next steps
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2. Appraisal Methodology and Background to the Appraisal
of the BORLP4

2.1 Approach to Appraisal
Sustainability Appraisal of the BORLP4 throughout its evolution has followed the recommended
stages in the process of appraising local plans as set out in Government Guidance21. Figure 2.1
summarises the stages and their relationship with the plan-making process.

Figure 2.1 The Sustainability Appraisal Process

21
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-

sustainability-appraisal/sustainability-appraisal-requirements-for-local-plans/
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This SA Report includes Stage B and Stage C of the SA process, however Stage D is completed as part
of consultation on the SA Report.

2.2 Geographic and temporal scope
BORLP4 will cover the entire administrative area of Redditch Borough but there is also likely to be
significant cross-boundary development for housing or employment in neighbouring Bromsgrove
and Stratford-on-Avon Districts, adjacent to the Redditch Borough boundary. The timescale of the
plan is 19 years to 2030.

The process of determining the location for this growth has therefore been part of a separate joint
consultation and SA process, progressed concurrently with the Local Plan for Redditch. The SA for
Redditch does however include cross boundary development options so that there is comparable
assessment between the sites within Redditch, and those beyond the border. The refinement of the
Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy has also been undertaken jointly.

2.3 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
2.3.1

Sites. These sites include Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) designated for species and habitats
and Special Protected Areas (SPAs) designated for birds. HRA is the assessment of the impacts of
implementing a plan or policy on relevant Natura 2000 sites. Its purpose is to consider the impacts of
a land-use plan against the conservation objectives of the site and to ascertain whether it would
adversely affect the integrity of the site.

2.3.2 There are no Natura 2000 sites located in Redditch Borough. The closest is Bredon Hill, a SAC
located in Wychavon District. Due to the distance of the SAC from the area covered by the Plan, it is
considered unlikely that the implementation of the Plan would have a significant effect on the SAC.
However, as a precautionary measure, the Appropriate Assessment Screening Matrix (based on 2012
Guidance22) was applied to the Plan and SAC to determine their relationship.

2.3.3 This screening assessment considers the policies and proposals contained in the proposed
submission BORLP4 which covers the administrative area of Redditch Borough and proposed cross-
boundary development in the neighbouring districts of Bromsgrove and Stratford on Avon, adjacent
to the Borough boundary. The initial assessment concluded that the Local Plan is not likely to have a
significant effect on the SAC; and as such no further assessment would be required. Following
consideration of new matters which have been assessed as part of this SA, there are no options,
policies or objectives which alter the position that there would be no effects. The HRA of Bredon Hill
is as follows:

2.3.4 Brief Description of the Natura 2000 Site
Bredon Hill SAC covers an area of 359.86ha. It rises out of the Severn Vale in south-east
Worcestershire, 4km south-east of Evesham. It is effectively an outlying part of the Cotswold
escarpment, which lies close to the east, and is formed of the same Jurassic (205-142 million years
ago) rocks. The main mass of Bredon Hill is formed by clays and silts deposited in shallow sea, which
are overlain by the iron-rich sandy limestone of the Marlstone Rock. The top of the hill is formed by
the shallow marine sands and limestones of the Middle Jurassic Inferior Oolite. A zone of large, fossil
landslips can be seen on the southern slope of Bredon Hill, north of Kemerton. These have occurred
at the junction between the Inferior Oolite and the underlying clays of the Lias. The clays form an
impenetrable barrier to water, which seeps naturally through the porous limestone above, forming a

22
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69580/pb13809-habitats-

guidance.pdf
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natural spring-line around the southern flanks of Bredon Hill. Species resident on this site include the
Violet click beetle (Limoniscus violaceus). It is a very important site for fauna associated with
decaying timber on ancient trees, including many Red Data Book and Nationally Scarce invertebrate
species.

2.3.5 Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or in combination with other plans
or projects) likely to give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 site.
The Plan is not likely to give rise to impacts (either alone or in combination with other plans and
projects) on the Natura 2000 site. None of the individual objectives, options or policies (including
alternatives for flexibility) are likely to impact on the Natura 2000 site.

2.3.6 Describe any likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the project (either alone or
in combination with other plans or projects) on the Natura 2000 site by virtue of size and scale, land
take, distance from Natura 2000 site or key features of the site, resource requirements (e.g. water
abstraction, etc), emissions (disposal to land / water / air), excavation requirements, transportation
requirements, duration of construction, operation, decommissioning, etc.
Plan area: The Plan applies to the whole of Redditch Borough. However, this Sustainability Appraisal
and Screening Matrix take into account the possibility of significant development adjacent to
Redditch for housing or employment in neighbouring Bromsgrove and Stratford Districts.
Plan implementation period: It is anticipated that the Plan will be adopted in 2014 and will cover the
period up until 2030.
Size, scale, land-take: Coverage of Local Plan No.4 amounts to the extent of the Redditch Borough
Council Local Authority area. This assessment also covers land identified for potential cross-
boundary development to the northwest and northeast of the urban area of Redditch in Bromsgrove
and Stratford on Avon Districts.
Distance from Natura 2000 site: The southernmost part of the Redditch Borough boundary is over 20
kilometres from the SAC. Proposed development is concentred in the north of the Borough.
Physical changes resulting from the plan: The Plan will not result in any physical changes that will
impact on the SAC.
Resource requirements: The Plan will not result in resource requirements that will impact on the
SAC.
Emissions and waste: The Sustainability Appraisal that accompanies the Plan has an objective to deal
with waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy. Local Plan No.4 does not go into detail on waste
related matters and does encourage waste minimisation and allows scope for waste treatment
facilities if required.
Excavation requirements: The Plan does not require excavation work.
Transportation requirements
patterns, improve accessibility and maintain a balanced road hierarchy and reduce the need to
travel;' and will require the provision of necessary transport infrastructure to support the
implementation of its development strategy. No impacts are envisaged on the Natura 2000 site.
Duration of construction, operation, decommissioning: Not applicable.
Impacts resulting from the plans objectives: The Plan and its objectives will not result in any impacts
upon the Natura 2000 site.

2.3.7 Describe any likely changes to the site arising as a result of reduction of habitat area,
disturbance to key species, habitat or species fragmentation, reduction in species density, changes in
key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality, etc) and climate change.
Reduction of habitat area: There will be no physical reduction or changes of habitat area of the SAC
resulting from the Plan.
Disturbance to key species: The Plan will not result in disturbance to key species.
Habitat or species fragmentation: The Plan will not result in habitat or species fragmentation.
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Reduction in species density: The Plan will not result in a reduction in species density.
Changes in key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality, etc): No changes are expected in
key indicators of conservation value as a result of implementation of the Plan.
Climate change
adapt to climate c

2.3.8 Describe any likely impacts on the Natura 2000 site as a whole in terms of interference with the
key relationships that define the structure and function of the site.
No likely impacts on the SAC site (as a whole in terms of interference with the key relationships that
define the function or structure of the site) have been identified resulting from the Plan.

2.3.9 Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of effects set out above in
terms of loss, fragmentation, disruption, disturbance and change to key elements of the site (e.g.
water quality, etc).
Not applicable as the Plan will not impact on the SAC.

2.3.10 Describe from the above those elements of the plan, or combination of elements, where the
above impacts are likely to be significant or where the scale or magnitude of impacts are not known.
Not applicable as the Plan will not impact on the SAC.

2.4 Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes
The Scoping Report (updated March 2014) reviewed the relevant plans, policies and programmes
and identified the following issues need to be addressed in the Sustainability Appraisal:

reduce climate change

reduce the need to travel

conserve cultural heritage

protect biodiversity

protect natural resources

make the most efficient use of land

safeguard landscape and townscape character

protect water quality and water resources

manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy

promote resource efficiency

protect the historic environment

provide high quality design and architecture

maintain and enhance the vitality and viability of centres

protect the openness of the green belt

provide for affordable housing

protect local services and facilities

promote the local economy

maintain the best agricultural land

ensure that appropriate foul drainage infrastructure (disposal) is available

protect or enhance water quality and water resources

reduce and manage flood risk

prevent crime and fear of crime

ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

provide opportunities for communities to participate in, and contribute to, decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in
the local community
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raise the skills levels of the workforce

promote business diversity

improve health and well-being and reduce inequalities in health

2.5 Baseline Review, its Evolution Without the Plan and Key Sustainability Issues
The Scoping Report (updated March 2014) identified the following economic, environmental and
social baseline and trends, and related sustainability issues:

Table 2.1 Plan Area Baseline, Trends and Key Sustainability Issues

Topic SA Objective Issues and Trend

Managing waste in

accordance with

the waste hierarchy

(1) To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal

The level of household waste which is recycled in

the Borough is amongst the lowest in the

country.

Climate Change (2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts
of climate change

The Borough has lower domestic, road transport

and total CO2 emission than all other Districts in

Worcestershire.

Reducing the need

to travel
(3) To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns

A low percentage of the population cycle and

walk to work in Redditch Borough compared to

Worcestershire and England despite the average

travel to work distance being shorter.

Economy
4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with
the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural

There is a high percentage of self-employed

workers in the Borough compared to elsewhere

and a high number of business registrations

which is increasing at a higher rate than

elsewhere. The demand for larger offices is not

met by the current supply.

Community

Involvement
(5) To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social responsibility
in the local community

Election turnout varies by ward across the

Borough but is relatively low like much of the

country.

Economic Diversity (6) Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives

work in the manufacturing industry.

Natural resources (7) Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources

The percentage of river length in Redditch

Borough assessed as having good biological

quality is low. There are no air quality

management areas in the Borough.

Flood risk (8) Ensure development does not occur in high-
risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas

Defined flood zones cover a relatively small

proportion of the Borough. There is evidence of

flooding from both watercourses and sewers.

Vitality and

Viability of Centres
(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,

There have been no residential dwellings

completed in Redditch Town Centre since 1996.

There are a very low number of vacant units in

Redditch town centre and in all district centres.
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Topic SA Objective Issues and Trend

socio-economic status or educational
attainment

Landscape and

townscape
(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality

There are three identified landscape character

areas in the rural area of the Borough which can

influence the location and form of new

development. The issues related to townscape

are not currently understood.

Biodiversity (11) To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

There is room for improvement in biodiversity

provision and the standard of maintenance of

nationally important resources.

Health and well

being
(12) To improve the health and well being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health

population claiming disability benefits compared

to averages. The percentage of the population

living in the most deprived Super Output Areas in

Redditch is falling.

(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all,
of all the right quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

The supply of affordable housing does not meet

demand in the Borough. The average house price

in the Borough is below the regional average.

Qualifications and

skills base
(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications
of the workforce

GCSE and A Level performance is relatively poor

in Redditch and there is a high percentage of

people with no qualifications/level unknown.

Crime and fear of

crime
(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour

The perceptions of crime and fear of crime are

not relative to the actual low levels of crime in

the Borough.

Historic

Environment
(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality
built environment in new development
proposals

There is a rich and varied stock of cultural and

landscape assets which contribute to defining

designated and non-designated assets.

Making the most

efficient use of land
(17) Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

As a former new town, there is a limited amount

of brownfield land and high levels of open space

in Redditch compared to other districts.

Resource efficiency

and renewable

energy

(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources

No Borough level data available
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2.6 Development of the Sustainability Objectives and Framework
2.6.1 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework is based around Sustainability Objectives, Guide
Questions and Indicators which address the issues identified above. The full Appraisal Framework is
set out Appendix A, and is summarised in Table 2.2.

Table 2.2 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework (see also Appendix A)

SEA Directive
Topic

SA Objective Guide Questions

Material
Assets

1. To manage waste in accordance
with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal

Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into the
Local Plan?

Will it reduce the production of waste and manage waste in
accordance with the waste hierarchy?

Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?

Climatic
Factors

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to
the impacts of climate change

Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

Does it promote patterns of spatial development that are
adaptable to and suitable for predicted changes in climate?

Are there opportunities in the Local Plan to promote
measures to mitigate causes of climate change?

Population

Climatic
Factors

3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable
travel patterns

Will it reduce the need to travel?

Will it provide opportunities to increase sustainable modes
of travel?

Does it focus development in existing centres, and make use
of existing infrastructure to reduce the need to travel?

Population 4. Develop a knowledge-driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and
rural

Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

Will it provide opportunities for businesses to develop and
enhance their competitiveness?

Will it support the shopping hierarchy?

Will it help to improve skills levels in the workforce?

Will it support tourism?

Population 5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community

Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

Does it promote wider community engagement and civic
responsibility?

Population 6. Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally friendly
technologies?

Does it promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact?

Does it take account of all types of flooding?

Are there opportunities to reduce the risk of flooding in
existing developed areas in the Local Plan?

Does it promote Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems where
appropriate?

Soil

Water

7. Protect and improve the quality
of water, soil and air and water

Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
quality?
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SEA Directive
Topic

SA Objective Guide Questions

Air

Human
Health

Flora and
Fauna

resources Will it improve or maintain air quality?

Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain soil
quality?

Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
resource?

Climatic
Factors

8. Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks
or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?

Population 9. To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment

Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

Will it contribute to rural service provision across the
Borough?

Will it enhance accessibility to services by public transport?

Landscape

Cultural
Heritage

10. Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality

Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality?

Biodiversity

Flora and
Fauna

11. To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity geodiversity?

Will it protect sites and habitats designated for nature
conservation?

Will it help to achieve targets set out in the Biodiversity and
Geodiversity Action Plans?

Population

Human
Health

12. To improve the health and well-
being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health

Will it improve access to health facilities across the Borough?

Will it help to improve quality of life for local residents?

Will it promote healthier lifestyles?

Does it mitigate against noise pollution?

Does it mitigate against light pollution?

Population 13. Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable housing
levels within urban and rural areas of the Borough?

Will it provide affordable housing access to a range of
housing tenures and sizes?

Does it seek to provide high quality, well-designed residential
environments?

Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?

Population 14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

Will it provide opportunities to further develop educational
and attainment facilities within the Borough?

Population 15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and
anti-social behaviour

Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

Does it promote wide community engagement and civic
responsibility?
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SEA Directive
Topic

SA Objective Guide Questions

Does it promote mixed development that encourages natural
surveillance?

Cultural
Heritage

16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built
environment in new
development proposals

Does it provide opportunities for sustainable construction?

Does it improve the quality of the built environment?

Material
Assets

Biodiversity

17. Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest

Will it maximise the use of Previously Developed Land?

amenity value?

Will it preserve the openness of the Green Belt?

adverse developments?

Does it provide opportunities for sustainable construction?

Climatic
Factors

Material
Assets

18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources

Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

Will it promote greater energy efficiency?

Will it encourage opportunities to achieve energy efficiency
measures above the minimum standard, as defined by the
Code for Sustainable Homes?

2.6.2 Using the SA Framework the likely effects (positive, negative and cumulative) of the BORLP4
policies and strategic sites (including options/reasonable alternatives) have been assessed using the
following criteria:

Symbol Sustainability effect Effect score (where used)

+ + Clear, strongly positive implications +2

+ Overall implications likely to be positive +1

0 Neutral 0

? Mixed or Unclear 0

- Overall implications likely to be negative -1

- - Clear, strong negative implications -2

Ø No direct relationship 0

2.6.3 The appraisal of the spatial strategy and policies is based on the best available information
using professional judgement. However, it is not always possible to predict effects and more detailed
studies relating to biodiversity, heritage and traffic might be required at the site level. Climate
change impacts are particularly difficult to predict so a precautionary approach associated with
mitigation and adaptation is adopted.
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2.7 Difficulties in Collecting Data and Limitations of the Data
2.7.1 The SEA Directive requires that any difficulties encountered in a SA should be described. A
significant difficulty encountered was the uncertainty in identifying the future impacts of the Plan at
the Issues and Options stage because of the variety of options available. In some cases the options
were likely to involve completely different sustainability effects.

2.7.2 The most problematic aspect of the SA has been the need to develop targets as part of the
monitoring of the SA Framework. The Borough Council will endeavour to develop a reporting
framework that makes best use of existing monitoring requirements and incorporates other
elements of the Plan such as the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The other difficulty with the targets is
the fact that achievement and delivery of many of the indicators are not reliant on the Local Plan
alone, and other bodies or individuals have greater responsibility for achieving these objectives. In
addition, there have been challenges associated with cross-boundary working, associated with the
requirements set out under the Duty to Co-operate.

2.7.3 With respect to data collection, a data series (required to establish a trend for a particular
indicator), may not always be available. In these instances the Borough Council has sought to
compare the Redditch situation with that at the County, regional or national level or against
neighbouring authorities to determine whether there might be a sustainability issue in the Borough.
The Borough Council is also working towards a greater interaction with, and analysis of, the planning
application IT system in order to populate some elements identified in the SA Framework.

2.8 The Difference the Process has Made
2.8.1 This Sustainability Appraisal process proved beneficial to Officers preparing the Local Plan,
primarily as an aid to evaluate various development options including those put forward during
consultation and any other subsequent changes. This SA has also been updated following the
Examination Hearing Sessions into BORLP4 in September 2014.The format and presentation of the

The update to the SA clarifies the position with regard to the
Plan s housing strategy and seeks to present all the site selection and development option
information in a comprehensive manner. It also ensures all alternatives have been explicitly tested
against other alternatives in the context of the proposed submission Local Plan No.4. The reasoning
for the selected strategy has been detailed further to ensure the justification is explicit and the
process is transparent.

2.8.2 When undertaking the assessment of the larger, Strategic Sites, the SA process has proved
beneficial to both the Borough Council and potential landowners/developers and other interested
parties. The Borough Council have been able to provide landowners or developers with an indication
of the decision-making criteria used to determine the sustainability of sites, enabling them to
consider the potential requirements for their sites. The updates made to this SA since the
Examination into BORLP4 also provides further clarity to potential landowners/ developers and
other interested parties to why certain sites have been selected over others.
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3. The Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 and its
Evolution

3.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out what the BORLP4 is seeking to achieve and has evolved since 2007, and the
options (i.e. reasonable alternatives) considered as part of its evolution. The role of SA in assessing
these options is detailed, particularly in respect of areas w
and employment needs.

3.2 Vision, Objectives and Spatial Strategy
3.2.1 and vibrant with
communities that have access to good job opportunities, good education, good health and are

The Vision reflects seven aspirations
which in turn have informed the development of the Plan Objectives:

Sustainable places to live which meet our needs

Creating and sustaining a green environment

Creating a Borough where businesses can thrive

Improving the vitality and viability of Redditch Town Centre and District Centres

Creating safe and attractive places to live and work

-being

3.2.2 The Objectives of BORLP4 are:

1. To maintain and provide a high quality natural, rural and historic environment with a
Green Infrastructure network which maximises opportunities for biodiversity value, wildlife
and ecological connectivity.

2. To ensure that all new development in Redditch Borough will work towards the
achievement of being carbon neutral in line with the National Standards.

3. To reduce the causes of, minimise the impacts of and adapt to climate change.

4. To protect, promote and where possible enhance the quality of the Boroughs landscape
nctive features.

5. To encourage safer, sustainable travel patterns, improve accessibility and maintain a
balanced road hierarchy and reduce the need to travel.

including Abbey Stadium.

7. To reduce crime and antisocial behaviour and the fear of crime through high quality
design, with regeneration achieved at Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District
Centres.

8. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres in the Borough by day
and night.

9. To have sufficient homes meeting demographic needs, including affordable housing,
providing for a range, mix, and type in the best locations, including on Strategic Sites.

10. To have a strong, attractive, diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient
employment land, including Strategic Sites and employees with higher skills levels. Redditch
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will have employees with higher skills levels with strengthened links between business and
education.

11. To protect and enhance water, air and soil and minimise flood risk.

12. Ensuring there is a range of health facilities that support existing and new communities
and to promote the role of healthy living through good planning.

3.2.3 The proposed spatial strategy of the BORLP4 is to deliver sustainable patterns of development
which are appropriate and proportionate to their location, and adequately provide for the
communities that they serve. Provision is to be made for around 6,400 dwellings between 2011 and
2031, around 55ha of employment land and 40,000 sq.m of retail space. Redditch urban area is the
obvious primary focus for development as it is the main settlement within the Borough and provides

conomic population.

sustainable settlement in order to maintain and enhance its important role within the settlement
hierarchy. Due to the compact and built up nature of
important that future development which cannot be accommodated within the urban area is
directed to the most appropriate and sustainable locations on the edge of the urban area.

3.3 Evolution of the BORLP4 and its Appraisal
3.3.1 BORLP4 began in June 2007 with the preparation of the Scoping Report and other evidence
gathering. In order to frontload the process of preparation, consultation bodies and the wider
community were involved through informal consultation in the refinement of aspects of the Core
Strategy Issues and Options Document and helped to formulate the Issues. Consultation was also
undertaken at an early stage through a series of topic based citizen and stakeholder panels,
neighbourhood group meetings etc.

3.3.2 The Issues and Options Document was subject to consultation alongside a draft SA Report
between 9 May 2008 and 20 June 2008. The old Regulation 25 of the Town and Country Planning
(Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 required consultation on an Issues and Options
Document, which proposed the key Issues for Redditch Borough and options to resolve those issues,
as well as a draft Vision and Objectives.

3.3.3 The SA Report and comments received during consultation on Issues and Options helped to
formulate the Preferred Draft Core Strategy which was subject to an ongoing consultation between
31st October 2008 and 8th May 2009. The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough
Council's most appropriate policy options after consideration of the context and all implications, in
order to resolve the key planning issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on the
identified capacity within the Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings).

3.3.4 The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS) Panel Report was published in
September 2009. The Panel Report recommended that Redditch Borough should aim to provide for
7,000 new dwellings in the period up until 2026, of which 4,000 dwellings were to be provided
within the Borough, and 3,000 dwellings within the District of Bromsgrove adjacent to Redditch's
boundaries. The implications of increasing the Redditch related target to around 4,000 dwellings
from the Redditch Borough Council evidenced capacity of 2,243 dwellings presented in the Preferred
Draft Core Strategy meant that the preferred development strategy needed to be changed. During
February - March 2010 Redditch Borough Council consulted jointly with Bromsgrove District Council
on a change to Redditch's development strategy, development options within the Borough boundary
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and cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District. The WMRSS Panel Report stated (para
8.84) that
whether at or adjacent to the Webheath/Foxlydiate or Brockhill ADRs or in the Bordesley Park area or

3.4 Consideration of Reasonable Alternatives
3.4.1 The Issues and Options document23 was based on the review of plans, policies and
programmes and baseline information in the Scoping Report24, as well as ongoing informal
consultation and evidence gathering. The Issues and Options document had a set of alternative
options which were:

Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

Option 5 - In some other way

3.4.2 Each of these options was assessed in the accompanying SA Report25 to give an indication of
the sustainability performance of the different Options to ensure that the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy26 was as sustainable as possible. Those options progressed had the least negative effects on
environmental factors and most positive effects for socio-economic factors, as well as reflecting the
overall Plan strategy and being capable of delivery over the Plan period.

3.4.3 The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough Council's most appropriate policy
options after consideration of the context and all implications, in order to resolve the key planning
issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on the identified capacity within the
Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings). The options considered were:

Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

A combination of Options 1 4 was chosen as an appropriate approach to accommodating
development within the Borough, reflecting the focusing of development in the most sustainable
location and the use of previously development land.

3.4.4
Borough Council evidenced capacity of 2,243 dwellings presented in the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy meant that the preferred development strategy needed to be changed. During February -
March 2010 Redditch Borough Council consulted jointly with Bromsgrove District Council on a
change to Redditch's development strategy, development options within the Borough boundary and
cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District including option 1 east of A441, option 2 west

23
Core Strategy Issues and Options May 2008

24
Sustainability Scoping Report May 2008

25
Sustainability Appraisal of Issues and Options May 2008

26
Preferred Draft Core Strategy October 2008
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of A441 and options 3 adjacent to A44827. A number of consultation events were held at different

Alvechurch Baptist Hall, Bentley Village Hall and the Kingfisher centre. It was also advertised in the
loca The development strategy options and

Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
There were no suitable alternative options presented to the Borough Council at Issues and
Options consultation stage.
New options to consider in policy which have emerged from consultation:

Option 6 - Identify Area of Development Restraint (ADR) land to meet development needs
beyond 2026

Option 7 - Add existing ADR land to Green Belt designation

3.4.5 Options 1 - 4 were taken forward within the revised Core Strategy28 because they were
considered to provide a reasonable balance between focusing development on the existing urban
area and accommodating new development over the longer term. The principle of accommodating
growth on one or more large sites was explored through two technical studies29, determining that
large scale growth could be accommodated (see for example WYG1 para 8.09) and that
concentration of development on one site would maximise the potential for service and
infrastructure provision (see WYG2 para 7.03). Option 6 was also taken forward as a reasonable
planning strategy to provide for future development needs, namely land at Webheath and in the
vicinity of the A435.

3.4.6 Following the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework in March 2012, and the
subsequent abolition of the WMRSS in May 2013, Redditch Borough Council had responsibility to

objectively assessed housing need. Under the remit of the Duty to Co-operate, Redditch Borough
Council addressed the issue of cross boundary growth to meet its development needs with
Bromsgrove District Council. The Housing Growth Development Study (HGDS)30, which informed the
Draft BORLP4, was undertaken jointly by the two Local Authorities and was subject to a specific
Sustainability Appraisal. The HGDS took forward the spatial strategy of the need for cross-boundary
growth established in the consultation of February 2010 and explored individual sites (and
combinations thereof) for the location of a sustainable urban extension, with smaller sites not
considered to be reasonable alternatives as they could not deliver the quantum of development
required. The options considered were:

27
Cross Boundary Growth Options Consultation February/March 2010

28
Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy January 2011

29
WYG Planning & Design (2007) Joint Study into the Future Growth Implications of Redditch Town to 2026

[WYG1]; and WYG Planning & Design (2009) Study into the Future Growth Implications of Redditch Second
Stage Report [WYG2]
30

Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council (2013) Housing Growth Development Study
(HGDS) and Sustainability Appraisal
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18 potential development areas surrounding Redditch town based on the areas of search
established in the WYG1 study. Based on the HGDS SA analysis, areas 4, 5, 6, 8 and reduced
area 11 were taken forward for further consideration31.

In order to achieve the required development quantum of 3,400 dwellings, combinations of
potential development areas which were considered to have the best sustainability
performance were considered in more detail, namely:

o Areas 4 & 6
o Areas 4 & 5
o Reduced Areas of 4 & 11 plus Areas 5 & 6
o Areas 6 & 8

The areas around Redditch which have been subject to planning and sustainability appraisal are
shown in Figure 3.1.

Figure 3.1 Area Appraisal Locations

3.4.7 The combination of Areas 4 & 6 was considered to be the most suitable for development in
terms of sustainability. The combination of areas 4 & 5 performed poorly in comparison to the other
three scenarios, mainly due to biodiversity considerations and the historic environment. The
combination of Areas 4 & 6 scored slightly higher that Areas 6 & 8 due to fewer environmental
constraints and the potential for greater social benefits. In addition, the combination of Areas 6 & 8
could have a significant harmful impacts on the landscape, as well as reducing the gap between
Redditch and Alvechurch and the stra whilst it is
considered that Area 6 could integrate well with existing and new development at Brockhill, there are
concerns about how well Area 8 could related to the urban form of Redditch and integrate with it.
Effectively development at this location could be viewed as a new standalone community. It is also
considered that development at Area 8 could promote commuting northwards and thereby

31
See HGDS para 7.21/7.22
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potentially not economically benefitting Redditch Town Centre and reduci
credentials. Area 8 also has the least potential for cycling to Redditch Town Centre and would require
significant investment in walk and cycle infrastructure to provide the necessary level of accessibility.
Area 8 generates the greater volume of vehicular movements. 32

1.4.8 Therefore, as well as achieving the highest scenario score, the combination of Areas 4 and 6
are the most suitable for development in terms of sustainability.33 Specifically
integrate successfully into the built form of Redditch and the environmental harm is more limited in
comparison to the other scenarios. For example the areas are well contained with defensible
boundaries minimising Green Belt harm and there are fewer statutory historic and environmental
designations. This combination of areas is well located to access public transport and local services

34

1.4.9 A range of consultation methods were used such as adverts in the local press and making
information available in public places such as town hall receptions and libraries and also  included

-
a vacant shop unit in the Kingfisher centre. -
were on hand to answer queries. A total of 6 events were held on different days and at different
times over the consultation period including weekends and evenings.

3.4.9 In order to provide consistency in the analysis of potential development areas, an Addendum
SA to the HGDS35 considered the follow potential development areas which were excluded from the
original study: Areas 3, 3A, 7 and 18. Areas 3 and 18 were found to perform relatively strongly in
sustainability terms and therefore taken forward for detailed site appraisal in the same document. In
light of this analysis a reduced part of Area 3 was considered to be suitable for development.
Consequently, Areas 3 (reduced) and 18 were taken forward to be considered as allocation in the
BORLP4.

3.4.10 As part of the Examination of the BORLP4, various procedural issues were identified and set
out in a Post-Hearings Note36. These concerns (para 7 - 11) focused on the need to clearly present
alternatives which have been considered as part of the site selection process, specifically the
Webheath and A435 Areas of Development Restraint, but which were not considered in the
Submission SA. In response Redditch Borough Council undertook a comparative analysis of all
potential development sites as part of a SA Refresh (Appendix C)37 . This provides a comparative
analysis of their sustainability performance and is included in this Revised SA Report at Appendix D.

3.4.11 A summary of the evolution of the various strategic and site options consulted upon during
the evolution of BORLP4 are set out in Table 3.1.

32
HGDS para 8.21

33
HGDS SA pp.5-6 and scoring p.92; and HGDS para 7.22, 8.8, 8.9, 8.12, 8.13

34
HGDS SA para 5.81

35
Addendum to the Housing Growth Study and the Housing Growth Sustainability Appraisal, November 2014

36
-hearing Note, 3

rd
October 2014

paras 4 11.
37

BORLP4 Sustainability Appraisal Refresh, November 2014 (Appendix C)









24

3.5 Site Development Configurations for the Proposed Spatial Strategy
3.5.1 In developing the most appropriate site development configurations for the chosen spatial
strategy and sites which can deliver that strategy, for the land falling within Redditch Borough, the
following options were appraised (see Appendix C) with Option 1 in each case proposed for site
development:

Brockhill East (Area 6 [part])
Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and
Green Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of employment development
Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only)
for 625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment
development only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030
Option 5 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation

Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital
Option 1 Development of the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha and 145 dwellings
Option 2 Development of the Strategic Site for 200 dwellings only
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of employment
development only

Webheath (Area 3 [part])
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings
Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment
development only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030
Option 4 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation

Woodrow
Only one option is presented for this Strategic Site as another use would not
appropriate in this area of the Borough due to other constraints.
Option 1 Development of a Strategic Site for 220 dwellings

3.5.2 The options presented for each site are considered to be the reasonable alternatives which
could contribute to meeting the identified development needs. These have been derived at various
stages in the plan making process as follows:

Core Strategy Issues and Options Document38 (May 08) and Context to the Core Strategy
Issues and Option Document39 (May 2008).

Issue 11: ADRs assumes the existing ADRs will take development and discusses the
potential for the quantum & type of development (i.e. Brockhill ADR mix of housing &

employment; Webheath ADR considered appropriate for housing only). The question
associated with this issue is:

Q15. Because there is only limited opportunity for employment development on ADR land, do
you think that all ADR land that can accommodate employment development should be used
for employment purposes?

This is the reason for testing options including employment/residential development or a
combination of both on the sites which include the ADRs.

38
http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/issues%20options.pdf

39
http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/context.pdf
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Preferred Draft Core Strategy (October 2008)

Woodrow Strategic site identified as being suitable for housing only, after assessment
through the SHLAA. This and consideration of the surrounding area (i.e. the site is
surrounded by existing residential development) is what led to there being only one option
for this site in the SA.

Land to the Rear of the Alexandra Hospital identified as a strategic site (Policy SP.8) for 8ha

employment only. This is based on assessment of the site through the Employment Land
Review.

Revised Development Strategy for the Emerging Core Strategy Consultation Paper40

(February 2010). This document was prepared by RBC and published alongside the joint
development options consultation with BDC. It covers the proposed strategic sites identified
within Redditch at that time and provides a history of their designations in previous Local

Plans and their evolution through the Core Strategy & SA process and concludes with the
potential for each site.

Brockhill ADR Site potential (page 16): residential & employment development

Brockhill Green Belt site potential (page 26): assumption of residential only

Webheath ADR Site potential (page 22): residential only. There is reference to the
Issues and Options consultation responses which stated a preference for residential
on this site (in response to the question referred to above).

In respect of land to rea there is the potential for a
variety of options to be developed on the Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital. For

example, the site could be used solely for housing; a mix of employment and housing; a
predominant focus on employment uses and some housing; or a mix of use incorporating

3.6 Conclusions
The evolution of the BORLP4 has been complex but has followed clearly defined stages which have
reflected changes in regional and national policy. The specification and selection of development
strategy options has been informed by the SA process at every stage and the proposals of the
Submission BORLP4 reflect this analysis. The next chapter sets out the appraisal of the Submission
BORLP4.

40

http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/Revised%20Development%20Strategy%20for%20the%20Emerging%20C
ore%20Strategy%20-%20Consultation%20Paper.pdf
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4. Sustainability Appraisal of the BORLP4

4.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out the appraisal of the BORLP4 as submitted for Examination. The appraisal
identifies the likely effects associated with strategic site and policy options and the likelihood and
scale of these effects. The appraisal has involved:

Testing the compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives with the BORLP4 Objectives.

Identifying the changes to the sustainability baseline which are predicted to arise from the
options or approaches for the Local Plan; and

Describing these changes where possible in terms of their magnitude, their geographical scale,
the time period over which they will occur, whether they are permanent or temporary, positive
or negative, probable or improbable, frequent or rare, and whether or not there are cumulative
and/or synergistic effects.

Where appropriate, mitigation measures are proposed that maximise any predicted beneficial
effects of the proposed options or approaches and that minimise any predicted adverse effects.

4.2 Compatibility of Sustainability Objectives and Plan Objectives
4.2.1 Table 4.1 tests the compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives with the Objectives of the
BORLP4, including an assessment of their secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects, using the
following scoring:

Key

Positively
compatible

+2 Local Plan objectives support the SA Objectives

Potentially
positive

+1 Local Plan objectives may be sustainable and
support SA Objectives with mitigation measures

Neutral 0 Local Plan objectives have a balance of negative
and positive outcomes

Possible conflict -1 / -2
(dependant on its
severity)

Local Plan objectives conflict with SA objectives -
the Local Plan objective needs to propose
mitigating measures

No
relationship/
Unsure

? Either there is no identifiable relationship or
information is not available to appraise the
objective

MM Mitigation
measures applied
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4.3 Cumulative impacts arising from Compatibility Testing

4.3.1 The SA Objectives and Local Plan Objectives matrix shows that there are no predicted negative
cumulative effects of any of the Local Plan objectives on sustainability. The combined effects of the
Local Plan objectives are positive. Table 4.2 sets out where mitigation of the effects of the
interaction between local Plan Objectives and SA Objectives is required.

Table 4.2 Compatibility Effects of Sustainability and Plan Objectives and their Potential Mitigation

Negative / Neutral / Positive Effects Potential Mitigation

Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity",
Objective 9 eeting demographic
needs, including affordable housing, providing for a range, mix

and Objective 10
enterprising economic base with sufficient employment land,
including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have employees with
higher skills levels with strengthened links between business

SA Objective 11

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that these objectives were
positively compatible/ potentially positive.

The positive effects predicted can only be achieved if
biodiversity is enhanced within areas of existing and future open
space. A suitable policy approach has been developed in the
Local Plan through the Green Infrastructure Policy where
proposals are required to enhance or provide a multi-functional
GI network. New open space is also required to contribute to
the GI network in Policy Open Space Provision. In addition
guidance within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
can be relied upon to provide sufficient detail to guide decision
making on planning applications.

Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity" and
Objective 3 , minimise the impacts of

SA Objective 13
decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible
conflict (-1) between these two objectives.

The delivery of affordable housing, as with any development,
would have conflicts with the achievement of a high quality
environment. This has been mitigated to a neutral effect by the
inclusion of a policy in the Local Plan on Green Infrastructure
where proposals are required to enhance or provide a multi-
functional GI network. New open space is also required to
contribute to the GI network in Policy Open Space Provision.
Mitigation has also been achieved through inclusion of a Policy
on climate change, where it seeks to ensure that new
development is constructed efficiently and sustainably to be
climate resilient and contributes to reducing carbon emissions.

Loc
Redditch Borough will work towards the achievement of being

accessibility, maintain a balanced road hierarchy and reduce

affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the right
quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
potentially positive effect between these objectives.

The potentially positive effect predicted for Local Plan Objective
2 has been achieved with the inclusion of a Policy on climate
change, where it seeks to ensure that new development is
constructed efficiently and sustainably to be climate resilient
and contributes to reducing carbon emissions.

The achievement of a positive sustainability outcome for Local
Plan Objective 5 is through the inclusion of a Settlement

most sustainable locations where sustainable travel options
should be greater; and through the High Quality and Safe Design
Policy which positively encourages greater accessibility,
connectivity and permeability, aiding sustainable modes of
movement.
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Negative / Neutral / Positive Effects Potential Mitigation

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible
conflict (-1) between these two objectives.

In some cases there is a possibility that measures to minimise
the impacts of climate change can have negative effects on the
landscape and townscape quality. This has been mitigated with
the inclusion of a policy on Natural Environment which includes
a landscape section. Mitigation has also been achieved with the
inclusion of a Policy on climate change, where it seeks to ensure
that new development is constructed efficiently and sustainably
to be climate resilient and contributes to reducing carbon
emissions.

housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
neutral effect between these two objectives.

The Natural Environment Policy which includes a landscape
section and this would be applied in the implementation of
housing schemes.

viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio-economic status or

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
positively compatible effect.

In order to ensure that Local Plan Objective 6 is achieved, the
Town Centre is promoted as a cultural and tourist opportunity
and also its vitality and viability is ensured through the Local
Plan policy on Town Centre and Retail Hierarchy.

t homes meeting
demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
potentially positive effect.

The achievement of a positive sustainability outcome is
achievable with the inclusion of a Policy on Sustainable Waste
Management which would be required to be implemented as
part of any new housing developments.

demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

travel and move

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
positively compatible effect between these objectives.

In order to mitigate the effects of any possibility of conflicting
objectives, the Local Plan has included a strong Development
Strategy which ensures that housing developments and other
developments are built in the most sustainable places. This
includes ensuring administrative boundaries are not an issue
when selecting the most sustainable locations for housing. Some

area, this has been demonstrated to be the best location.

demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient
employment land, including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have
employees with higher skills levels with strengthened links

ater, soil and air and

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible

In order to mitigate the effects of these possibly conflicting
objectives, the Local Plan includes a policy on the Natural
Environment which encourages all developments to protect
water, soil and air.
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Negative / Neutral / Positive Effects Potential Mitigation

conflict (-2) between these objectives.

demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient
employment land, including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have
employees with higher skills levels with strengthened links

reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible
conflict (-2) between these objectives.

In order to meet Objectives 9 and 10, i.e. to achieve
development of sufficient numbers of dwellings, and sufficient
economic development, there will be negative effects on SA
Objective 17 because of the significant amounts of Green Belt
land required. However, the Development Strategy has
minimised these effects through careful consideration of the
most sustainable locations for Green Belt release and by
ensuring that the areas of the Green Belt are not the most
valuable areas. This SA has demonstrated that the housing
strategy for the plan is the most suitable when considered
against all other alternatives. Therefore to ensure that the Plan
is the most sustainable the use of Green Belt land is a necessity
and has been minimized.

To have a strong, attractive, diverse
and enterprising economic base with sufficient employment
land, including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have employees
with higher skills levels with strengthened links between

need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel

The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
potentially positive effect by achieving these objectives.

The Local Plan has included a policy on the Development
Strategy which ensures developments are built in the most
sustainable places where the need to travel is be reduced and
where sustainable modes of travel are more readily available.
This includes ensuring administrative boundaries are not an
issue when selecting the most sustainable locations for housing.

Bromsgrove area, this has been demonstrated to be the best
location. This SA has demonstrated that the housing strategy for
the plan is the most suitable when considered against all other
alternatives.

4.4 Sustainability Analysis of the Local Plan Strategy and Policies
4.4.1 The likely sustainability effects of the proposed strategy are summarised in Table 4.3 and plan
policies in Table 4.4 .The appraisals are based on the following scoring:

Symbol Sustainability effect Effect score (where used)

+ + Clear, strongly positive implications +2

+ Overall implications likely to be positive +1

0 Neutral 0

? Mixed or Unclear 0

- Overall implications likely to be negative -1

- - Clear, strong negative implications -2

Ø No direct relationship 0

4.4.2 The analysis in Table 4.3 demonstrates that the majority of the effects will be positive or very
positive in character, reflecting the efforts to steer development into the built-up area in the first
instance and where further development is required, create sustainable urban extensions which
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minimise impacts on landscape and biodiversity, whilst maximising the provision of infrastructure
and services through developments of a reasonable scale.

Table 4.3 Sustainability Effects of the BORLP4 (see full analysis in Appendix B)

SA Objective Appraisal Score Likely effects

(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal

++ Managing waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy should be
addressed in line with national guidance. Opportunities to manage
waste are included within the Climate Change policy which sets out the
need to encourage recycling in development and other measures which
new development should meet. The preferred locations of cross
boundary development in comparison to alternatives or the
introduction of the Redditch Cross Boundary policy would not have any
other effect.

(2) Reduce causes of and adapt
to the impacts of climate change

+ The likely growth in households, economic activity and transport is
inevitably likely to increase gross energy demand in Redditch (even if
demand per head may decrease as a result of other measures).
Mitigation against increases in CO2 has been addressed through policy
e.g. the percentage of energy to be provided from renewable sources
and the promotion of sustainable transport. Mitigation of climate
change is addressed through building design, landscaping and transport.
Local plan policy considers the most sustainable places to locate
development which takes into consideration the provision of existing
infrastructure, facilities and accessibility to existing services. The
locations for cross boundary development would have an effect on this
objective, but Local Plan policies and the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy take account of the greenfield locations and need
to enhance connectivity.

(3) To reduce the need to travel
and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns

+ The Local Plan makes it clear where development should generally be
directed through the Settlement Hierarchy and Development Strategy
Policies, so that the need to travel is reduced by guiding development to
the most sustainable locations. The location of cross boundary
development has some limited effects because many of the locations
are fairly easily accessible to Redditch. Some locations are more
accessible by sustainable means than other locations. The cross
boundary policy requires the implementation of a range of measures to
reduce the need to travel, and possible enhancements to the road
network as a consequence of development.

4) Develop a knowledge driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and
rural

++ The Local Plan promotes the regeneration of the Matchborough,
Winyates and Woodrow District Centres and requires as much of its
development needs to be met in the main settlement of Redditch as
possible. Opportunities for businesses to develop and enhance
competitiveness have been included within the Local Plan in policies
such as Development Outside of Primary Employment Areas and Rural
Economic Development. Neither the locations for cross boundary
development nor the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
would contribute towards urban or rural regeneration and therefore
would have no effects on this objective.

(5) To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community

++ Consultation methods promoted in the Statement of Community
Involvement offered the greatest level of opportunity to contribute to
the consultation process. The process of determining the locations for
cross boundary development play a significant part in the consultation
process for the Local Plan.
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SA Objective Appraisal Score Likely effects

(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

++ Neither the locations for cross boundary development nor the Redditch
Cross Boundary Development Policy affect this objective, however the
allocation of the Redditch Eastern Gateway site helps to ensure it is
delivered.

(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air and
water resources

+ The Local Plan addresses this issue through policies on Sustainable
Water Management and Climate Change. The policy on Natural
Environment addresses the potential negative effects on air quality. The
policy on Redditch Cross Boundary Development encourages the site
specific alleviation, mitigation and reporting.

(8) Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

+ The Flood Risk Policy encourages site development to take into account
all types of flooding and the Local Plan is informed by an up-to-date
SFRA. The majority of sites within the Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment are not within Flood Zones 2 or 3 (3a or 3b) and those few
that are, either proposed to avoid development on those parts, or have
mitigation proposals. The locations for cross boundary development are,
through the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy, required to
take account of all types of flooding in the detailed site specific Flood
Risk Assessments. SUDS are required as part of proposals where
appropriate within each Strategic Site Policy and through the
Sustainable Water Management Policy.

(9) To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio-economic status
or educational attainment

++ The Local Plan places Redditch Town Centre at the top of the Hierarchy
of Centres in an effort to enhance the provision of main Town Centre
uses. Strategic sites within and adjacent to Redditch Town Centre also
aim to enhance service provision and facilities. In terms of District
Centres, the redevelopment of the District Centres also helps to address
this Objective. This redevelopment would enhance the provision of local
services and facilities and improve the vitality and viability of the District
Centres. The choice of locations for cross boundary development could
enhance the provision of local services and facilities as part of the
development and the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
encourages this at the preferred locations. There is an opportunity to
improve and integrate public transport links at the locations for cross
boundary development particularly where a critical mass of
development is achieved or where sites can be linked.

(10) Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality

++ The landscapes in and around Redditch are very important and any
inappropriate proposals which do not implement necessary mitigation
measures are resisted in the policy on Natural Environment. The
locations for cross-boundary development have been determined with
regard to the Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment,
although all locations have some landscape impacts.

(11) To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity

+ The importance of the green corridors in and around the Borough
warrants biodiversity and geodiversity elements to be included in the
Green Infrastructure policy and specifically within policies for strategic
sites. The locations for cross boundary development would have an
effect on the achievement of this Objective because all sites are
greenfield sites which include areas of biodiversity that would require
mitigation measures to ensure continued protection and enhancement.

(12) To improve the health and
well being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health

+ The Local Plan identifies locations within the Borough that could be
safeguarded for health related purposes at the Alexandra Hospital. By
increasing the provision of healthcare facilities, access is also likely to
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SA Objective Appraisal Score Likely effects

improve through the policy on Health Facilities. Quality of life of

transportation, open space, the development strategy, pollution and the
natural environment and landscape. Noise and light pollution increases
are very likely as a result of the cumulative impact of development and
mitigation measures are essential. Neither the locations for cross
boundary growth or the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
impact on this objective.

(13) Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

++ The Local Plan sets out the Affordable Housing need and requirements
for the Borough through Policy, reflecting the findings of the Strategic
Housing Market Assessment. Neither the locations for cross boundary
growth nor the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy impact
upon this Objective with the exception of being able to deliver more
affordable housing, but this is not a locational issue.

(14) To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

++ Before any significant development commences, the necessary
infrastructure (which would include educational facilities) would need to
be available to accommodate the increased pressure on services that
would occur from additional residents. The Local Plan ensures that
sufficient delivery of infrastructure of various types are provided. The
locations for cross boundary growth will require the supply of additional
educational facilities which would help to ensure positive effects for this
objective.

(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime
and anti-social behaviour

++ The Local Plan aims to resolve the issue of crime and anti-social
behaviour and the most productive way of ensuring this is through
design considerations through Policy on High Quality and Safe Design.

(16) Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in
new development proposals

++ There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims to improve the
quality of the built environment, for example through the
redevelopment and regeneration of the New Town era District Centres,
general protection for elements of the historic environment, and design
policies. The protection and enhancement of the Borou
assets are ensured through the Historic Assets policy in the Local Plan

clusters of listed buildings in a number of cross boundary locations
although the preferred locations for development help to achieve this
objective.

(17) Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to
open space and biodiversity
interest

+ The Local Plan maintains that the remaining Green Belt land should
remain open and protected from inappropriate development in line
with national guidance. The Local Plan includes a policy on making the
most efficient use of land which includes maximising PDL. The locations
for cross boundary growth are not PDL; this is necessary as insufficient
PDL is available to accommodate the required level of growth. The
locations for cross boundary development all involve development on
the Green Belt so the achievement of this decision making criteria could
be negatively affected depending on the location.

(18) Promote resource efficiency
and energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources

++ The Local Plan encourages renewable and low carbon energy production
through the Climate Change policy and requires that development
delivers appropriate standards against the Code for Sustainable Homes
and that other sustainable construction methods for non-residential
development are achieved. The majority of the locations for cross
boundary development would concentrate development in a single
large development area, the opportunities for integrating renewable
and low carbon technologies could be maximised.
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4.4.3 The appraisal of Local Plan policies is set out in Appendix C. Table 4.4 summarises this analysis.

Table 4.4 Summary of Policy Effects by Policy Group

Policy Group Predicted Effects

Sustainable Places to Live
Which Meet Our Needs
(Policies 2 10)

Sustainability effects are likely to be largely positive, reflecting the steering of development to
appropriate locations, using previously developed land where possible, whilst providing for the
needs of the Borough and its residents as a whole. Good design will be of particular importance
in realising potential benefits, minimising landscape impacts and providing opportunities to
influence issues such as travel behaviour through infrastructure provision.

Creating and Sustaining a
Green Environment
(Policies 11 22)

A range of positive effects are predicted as a result of the implementation of these policies,
reflecting their emphasis on conservation and enhancement of natural resources, and where
new development is proposed, the application of criteria steering its likely impacts. The design
of new development will be critical in ensuring that these criteria are met and likely effects on
sustainability.

Creating a Borough Where
Businesses can Thrive
(Policies 23 29)

These policies are likely to result in positive sustainability effects, reflecting the pragmatic tone
of the policies in providing for the needs of businesses of all kinds to prosper through land
allocation, balanced against environmental considerations through the promotion of good
design.

Improving the Vitality and
Viability of Redditch Town
Centre and District Centres
(Policies 30 35)

Positive effects on a range of sustainability criteria are likely to accrue from implementation of
these policies, reflecting their emphasis on creating a positive planning framework for business.
Much is dependent upon wider economic factors, however, notably the health of the retail
sector.

Protecting and Enhancing

Environment
(Policies 36 38)

Sustainability effects, where occurring, are positive, reflecting the positive character of the
policies which promote a balanced approach to development, although much depends upon the
consistency of their implementation.

Creating Safe and Attractive
Places to Live and Work
(Policies 39 42)

Sustainability effects, where occurring, are positive, reflecting the positive character of the
policies which promote a balanced approach to development, although much depends upon the
consistency of their implementation.

Community Well-being
(Policies 43 45)

Sustainability effects, where occurring, are positive, reflecting the positive character of the
policies which promote a balanced approach to development, although much depends upon the
consistency of their implementation.

Strategic Sites
(Policies 46 49)

Whilst negative impacts on landscape are acknowledged, reflecting the likely degree of change,
the size of the sites typically allows for development which will offset any negative effects
through comprehensive masterplanning. Positive effects in respect of the provision of green
infrastructure, sustainable transport infrastructure and provision for renewable energy and
waste management are predicted.

Note: Policy 1 is a generic national policy relating to presumption in favour of sustainable development

4.4.4 The appraisal of proposed strategic sites and reasonable alternatives is presented in Appendix
D. The strategic sites are:

Brockhill Strategic Site (Including Site 6)

Webheath Strategic site (Including Site 3)

A435  (Including Site 18)

Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital

Woodrow Strategic Site

Brockhill West Green Belt (Including Site 5)
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4.4.4 The analysis demonstrates that whilst there are some negative effects associated with the
proposed sites, their overall performance is better in comparison with the reasonable alternatives.
The particular strengths of the strategic sites relate to:

Opportunities to provide for sustainable travel through the provision of new infrastructure
and making best use of existing infrastructure.

Support for existing businesses as well as providing for the establishment of new enterprises
through mixed use development.

Provision of affordable housing which will help to address local needs.

Additional service provision such as education which will address existing and future needs.

Opportunities for innovation in respect of renewable energy generation and use, for
example.

Masterplan-led design which addresses the provision of green infrastructure, climate-
proofed drainage and site-specific design which takes account of landscape sensitivity and
cultural heritage impacts.

4.4.5 Sustainability effects which are likely to require mitigation through detailed masterplanning
and consideration of wider infrastructure provision relate to:

Landscape and cultural heritage impacts, including light pollution.

Flood risk.

The protection and enhancement of existing biodiversity through green infrastructure
provision.

Traffic and travel impacts (including emissions), particularly through the provision of
sustainable transport infrastructure.

4.4.6 The reasonable alternatives typically demonstrate weaker performance in respect of their
ability to deliver relatively self-contained development and other locations issues, specifically:

More limited access to sustainable transport (both existing and potential).

A greater need to travel, hence increasing CO2 emissions.

Fewer opportunities to make use of and improve existing infrastructure.

Flood risk issues.

Impacts on cultural heritage, notably Conservation Areas.

By virtue of their size, fewer opportunities for service provision to contribute to self-
containment.
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4.5 Site Delivery Options
In respect of the chosen strategic sites, Table 4.5 (and Appendix E) sets out the options for site
delivery in the context needs over the Plan
period41.

Table 4.5 Site Delivery Options Chosen and Reasoning

Location Options Option
Chosen

Reasoning

Brockhill
East

Option 1 Development of
the full Strategic Site
(previously designated ADR
and Green Belt) for 1,000
dwellings and 8.45 Ha of
employment development

Option 2 Development of
partial Strategic Site
(previously designated ADR
only) for 625 and 8.45 Ha of
employment

Option 3 Development of
the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha
of employment development
only

Option 4 - Identify ADR land to
meet development needs
beyond 2030

Option 5 Add existing ADR
land to Green Belt Designation

Option 1
Development
of the full
Strategic Site
(previously
designated
ADR and
Green Belt) for
1,000
dwellings and
8.45 Ha of
employment
development

When assessed against the SA Objectives,
Options 1 and 2 scored similarly. Both
Options scored well against the
achievement of sustainability appraisal
objectives 3, 4, 6, 9, 13 and 14; however
Option 1 is more likely to deliver the
positive effects as it will deliver more
housing development. While there are
some negative effects predicted on SA
Objectives 7, 10, 11 and 17, mitigation
could reduce the impact.

Option 3 is very likely to achieve positive
effects on sustainability appraisal objectives
4, 6 and 14; however it is also very likely to
have a negative effect on objectives 10 and
13 and would result in a shortfall of suitable
land for housing. Options 4 and 5 would
also have a negative effect on objectives 4
and 13 and would result in a shortfall of
suitable land for housing and employment,
although Option 5 (as well as Option 4 in
the short term) would be likely to have a
positive effect on objectives 7, and 17.

Land to the
rear of the
Alexandra
Hospital

Option 1 Development of
the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha
and 145 dwellings

Option 2 Development of
the Strategic Site for 200
dwellings only

Option 3 Development of
the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of
employment development
only

Option 1
Development
of the
Strategic Site
for 1.85 Ha
and 145
dwellings

This site scored well against the
achievement of sustainability appraisal
objectives. In particular Option 1 scored
well against the achievement of
sustainability appraisal objectives 3, 4, 6, 13
and 14. As with Options 2 and 3 there may
be some negative effects with regard to the
achievement of objectives 7, 10, 11 and 17,
however mitigation measures may reduce
these impacts.

Webheath Option 1 Development of
Strategic Site for 400-600
dwellings

Option 2 - Development of the
Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of
employment development
only

Option 1
Development
of Strategic
Site for 400-
600 dwellings

When assessed against the SA Objectives,
Options 1 and 2 scored similarly overall.
Option 1 is very likely to achieve positive
effects on sustainability appraisal objectives
3, 9 and 13, although it is likely to have
negative impacts on objectives 7, 10, 11
and 17. Option 2 is likely to achieve positive
effects on sustainability appraisal objectives

41
See pp.215/216 of the SA Refresh
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Location Options Option
Chosen

Reasoning

Option 3 - Identify ADR land to
meet development needs
beyond 2030

Option 4 Add existing ADR
land to Green Belt Designation

3, 4, 6 and 14 and have negative impacts on
objectives 7, 10, 11, 13 and 17. With both
options, mitigation measures may reduce
the impacts on objectives 7, 10, 11 and 17;
however the shortfall in housing that would
result from Option 2 cannot be met
elsewhere, therefore Option 1 would be the
most appropriate option for this site.

Woodrow Only one option is presented
for this Strategic Site as
another use would not
appropriate in this area of the
Borough due to other
constraints. Option 1
Development of Strategic Site
for 220 dwellings

Option 1
Development
of Strategic
Site for 220
dwellings

This site has only one option due to other
constraints, although it scored well against
the SA Objectives. While there are some
any negative impacts on SA Objectives 7,
10, 11 and 17, mitigation measures will be
necessary and can be dealt with within the
Strategic Site Policy.

4.6 Redditch Cross Boundary Development (RCBD1)
The following policy extract has been taken directly from the Bromsgrove District Plan SA (CDB3.12)
and repeated here for completeness, as Policy RCBD1 relates to development within Bromsgrove

BORLP4 as an appendix for
information.

Key Policy Strengths
The policy allocates 2 expansion sites around the north and west of Redditch Town. These
sites are in sustainable locations with good access to existing services, facilities and
infrastructure. A number of other benefits will be created including the provision of wide
range of housing to meet local needs including affordable housing.
The expansion sites around Redditch Town will provide a wide range of services and facilities
on site so it will be possible
journeys which will provide environmental and social benefits. The policy also seeks
improvements in public transport which should lead to an increase in the number of bus
passengers and increased accessibility by sustainable means would result in social benefits
such as improvements in quality of life and tackling social exclusion.
The policy also has a number of environmental benefits in terms of protection of habitats
and strengthening green infrastructure. The policy emphasis on high quality design should
help to achieve a built environment that can successfully integrate into Redditch.

Key Policy Weaknesses
All of the land around the periphery of Redditch Town is Green Belt and agricultural land and
therefore development on this type of land is unavoidable. This could be seen as being
contrary to environmental sustainability objectives EV2 and EV3 that seek to protect the
countryside, green spaces, Green Belt and the best agricultural land and safeguard and
strengthen landscape character and quality. A detailed site selection process has been
undertaken and these are considered to be the most suitable sites around the Town.
The development sites have the potential to impact on environmental issues such as
flooding and biodiversity. However, the policy sets clear parameters to ensure that there are
no negative impacts by wherever possible protecting habitats.
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The NPPF discourages development in the floodplain and this principle should be taken
forward through the planning system. The location of development will have an impact on
flood risk but this can be addressed through the use of measures such as SUDS.

Recommendations for Mitigation
A masterplan should be developed to supplement the policy for the cross boundary sites to
provide a greater level of detail on issues such as biodiversity to ensure that there are
benefits for protected species and all important natural features are retained or enhanced.
This should also include a clear strategy for green infrastructure.

4.7 Overall Effects of the BORLP4 and Proposals for Mitigation
4.7.1 At the previous two Core Strategy (later Local Plan) stages, it was predicted that the most likely
positive significant effects related to the benefits that the preferred strategy approach would bring.
It was envisaged that development would be promoted within the sustainable settlement of
Redditch where there would be positive effects likely on achieving more sustainable travel patterns,
regeneration of available poor quality and deprived areas and a good chance of securing efficient
use of land. The implications of the WMRSS for Redditch meant that the extent of this positive effect
was likely to be significantly reduced because development on Green Belt land and former ADR land
was inevitable.

4.7.2 The change in Government in 2010 allowed Local Authorities to put forward its own evidenced
development targets, which meant that the Local Plan has had the opportunity to look at other
options which may be more sustainable. Although the Borough Council has produced locally derived
evidence to underpin its development targets, this evidence still indicates that development on
Green Belt land and former ADR land is required, as is the need for cross boundary development. It
is possible for there to be negative effects on the environmental, social and economic sustainability
of the Borough as a result of the Local Plan however this SA demonstrates that with appropriate
mitigation measures, these impacts can be minimised, mitigated against and in many cases an
improvement on the baseline situation is possible where unused non-accessible space is brought
into use.

4.7.3 Development outside of the administrative boundary of Redditch is necessary due to the
limited capacity available within the Borough to meet the locally derived development requirements
on suitable and sustainable sites. This issue has been addressed jointly between Redditch Borough
Council and Bromsgrove District Council. The process of determining the location for this growth has
therefore been part of a separate joint consultation and SA process, progressed concurrently with
the Local Plan for Redditch. The SA for Redditch does however include cross boundary development
options so that there is comparable assessment between the sites within Redditch, and those
beyond the border. The SA which accompanies the Redditch Growth Consultation, and this SA found
that the most sustainable and therefore preferred location for development is generally to the
north/west of Redditch, which is no change from previous SA analysis and this also reflects previous
evidence findings.

4.7.4 Table 4.6 sets out the key positive and negative effects associated with implementation of
BORLP4. Mitigation measures are also included where potential negative or positive effects have
been identified from the analysis of the Options against SA Objectives and Local Plan Objectives
(Stages B2, B3 and B4). There are appropriate mitigation measures proposed to ensure that
compatibility between objectives, or achievement of a specific outcome is maximised.
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Table 4.6 Likely Effects of the BORLP4 and their Proposed Mitigation

SA Objective Likely effects Proposed Mitigation

(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

Opportunities to manage waste are included within
the Climate Change policy which sets out the need to
encourage recycling in development and other
measures which new development should meet. The
preferred locations of cross boundary development
in comparison to alternatives or the introduction of
the Redditch Cross Boundary policy would not have
any other effect.

Opportunities to manage waste
are included within the Climate
Change policy. This has set out the
need to encourage recycling in
development and other measures
which new development should
meet.

(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

The likely growth in households, economic activity
and transport is inevitably likely to increase gross
energy demand in Redditch (even if demand per
head may decrease as a result of other measures).
Mitigation against increases in CO2 has been
addressed through policy e.g. the percentage of
energy to be provided from renewable sources and
the promotion of sustainable transport. Mitigation of
climate change is addressed through building design,
landscaping and transport. Local plan policy
considers the most sustainable places to locate
development which takes into consideration the
provision of existing infrastructure, facilities and
accessibility to existing services. The locations for
cross boundary development would have an effect
on this objective, but Local Plan policies and the
Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy take
account of the greenfield locations and need to
enhance connectivity.

The Local Plan makes provision for
the mitigation of climate change
in a number of ways e.g. through
building design, landscaping,
transport, flooding and especially
through the delivery of Policy on
Climate Change.

(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

The Local Plan makes it clear where development
should generally be directed through the Settlement
Hierarchy and Development Strategy Policies, so that
the need to travel is reduced by guiding
development to the most sustainable locations. The
location of cross boundary development has limited
effects because many of the locations are easily
accessible to Redditch. Some locations are more
accessible by sustainable means than other
locations. The cross boundary policy requires the
implementation of a range of measures to reduce
the need to travel, and possible enhancements to
the road network as a consequence of development.

The Local Plan makes it clear
where development should
generally be directed through the
Settlement Hierarchy and
Development Strategy Polices, so
that the need to travel is reduced
by guiding development to the
most sustainable locations. Other
aspects relating to sustainable
transportation have been included
within the Local Plan especially
through the Sustainable Travel
and Accessibility Policy.

The cross boundary Policy has
required the implementation of a
range of measures to reduce the
need to travel, and possible
enhancements to the road
network as a consequence of
development, so that any
potential for negative effects have
been mitigated against.

4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share

The Local Plan promotes the regeneration of the
Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District
Centres and requires as much of its development
needs to be met in the main settlement of Redditch
as possible. Opportunities for businesses to develop
and enhance competitiveness have been included

The Local Plan includes a number
of measures to be implemented in
order to encourage the
sustainable growth of the rural
economy in line with the rural
regeneration aims formulated in
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SA Objective Likely effects Proposed Mitigation

the benefits urban and rural within the Local Plan in policies such as Development
Outside of Primary Employment Areas and Rural
Economic Development. Neither the locations for
cross boundary development nor the Redditch Cross
Boundary Development Policy would contribute
towards urban or rural regeneration and therefore
would have no effects on this objective.

the NPPF, especially the policy on
Rural Economic Development.

(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

Consultation methods promoted in the Statement of
Community Involvement offered the greatest level of
opportunity to contribute to the consultation
process. The process of determining the locations for
cross boundary development play a significant part
in the consultation process for the Local Plan.

None identified.

(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

Neither the locations for cross boundary
development nor the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy affect this objective, however
the allocation of the Redditch Eastern Gateway site
helps to ensure it is delivered.

The Local Plan includes
encouragement for the use of
BREEAM standards and other
nationally supported
requirements such as CSH through
the Climate Change Policy.

(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

The Local Plan addresses this issue through policies
on Sustainable Water Management and Climate
Change. The policy on Natural Environment
addresses the potential negative effects on air
quality. The policy on Redditch Cross Boundary
Development encourages the site specific alleviation,
mitigation and reporting.

The Local Plan addresses this issue
through a policy on Sustainable
Water Management and Climate
Change, including requirements to
achieve the Code for Sustainable
Homes which requires new
dwellings to meet water
conservation standards.

(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

The Flood Risk Policy encourages site development
to take into account all types of flooding and the
Local Plan is informed by an up-to-date SFRA. The
majority of sites within the Strategic Housing Land
Availability Assessment are not within Flood Zones 2
or 3 (3a or 3b) and those few that are, either
proposed to avoid development on those parts, or
have mitigation proposals. The locations for cross
boundary development are, through the Redditch
Cross Boundary Development Policy, required to
take account of all types of flooding in the detailed
site specific Flood Risk Assessments. SUDS are
required as part of proposals where appropriate
within each Strategic Site Policy and through the
Sustainable Water Management Policy.

The Local Plan includes the Flood
Risk Policy which encourages site
development to take into account
all types of flooding and the Local
Plan itself is informed by an up to
date Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment Level 2.

(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

The Local Plan places Redditch Town Centre at the
top of the Hierarchy of Centres in an effort to
enhance the provision of main Town Centre uses.
Strategic sites within and adjacent to Redditch Town
Centre also aim to enhance service provision and
facilities. In terms of District Centres, the
redevelopment of the District Centres also helps to
address this Objective. This redevelopment would
enhance the provision of local services and facilities

The Local Plan includes a
Development Strategy which aims
to guide development to places
which are more accessible as
preferable places for
development, where sustainable
modes of travel are available,
which includes public transport.
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and improve the vitality and viability of the District
Centres. The choice of locations for cross boundary
development could enhance the provision of local
services and facilities as part of the development and
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
encourages this at the preferred locations. There is
an opportunity to improve and integrate public
transport links at the locations for cross boundary
development particularly where a critical mass of
development is achieved or where sites can be
linked.

(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

The landscapes in and around Redditch are very
important and any inappropriate proposals which do
not implement necessary mitigation measures are
resisted in the policy on Natural Environment. The
locations for cross-boundary development have
been determined with regard to the Worcestershire
Landscape Character Assessment, although all
locations have some landscape impacts.

The landscapes in and around
Redditch Borough are very
important and any inappropriate
proposals which do not
implement necessary mitigation
measures are resisted in the policy
on the Natural Environment.

(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

The importance of the green corridors in and around
the Borough warrants biodiversity and geodiversity
elements to be included in the Green Infrastructure
policy and specifically within policies for strategic
sites. The locations for cross boundary development
would have an effect on the achievement of this
Objective because all sites are greenfield sites which
include areas of biodiversity that would require
mitigation measures to ensure continued protection
and enhancement.

The importance of the green
corridors in and around the
Borough warrants biodiversity and
geodiversity elements to be
included in the Green
Infrastructure policy and
specifically within policies for
strategic sites. The Redditch Cross
Boundary Development Policy
also applies.

(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

The Local Plan identifies locations within the
Borough that could be safeguarded for health
related purposes at the Alexandra Hospital. By
increasing the provision of healthcare facilities,
access is also likely to improve through the policy on

residents will be influenced through policies on
transportation, open space, the development
strategy, pollution and the natural environment and
landscape. Noise and light pollution increases are
very likely as a result of the cumulative impact of
development and mitigation measures are essential.
Neither the locations for cross boundary growth or
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
impact on this objective.

By increasing the provision of
healthcare facilities, access is also
likely to improve therefore the
support for new or improved
primary health care facilities is
ensured within a Local Plan policy
on Health Facilities.
Redevelopment of the former new
town District Centres will also
include redeveloped health
facilities.

(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

The Local Plan sets out the Affordable Housing need
and requirements for the Borough through Policy,
reflecting the findings of the Strategic Housing
Market Assessment. Neither the locations for cross
boundary growth nor the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy impact upon this Objective with
the exception of being able to deliver more
affordable housing, but this is not a locational issue.

None identified.

(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

Before any significant development commences, the
necessary infrastructure (which would include
educational facilities) would need to be available to

The Local Plan ensures that
sufficient delivery of
infrastructure of various types are
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accommodate the increased pressure on services
that would occur from additional residents. The
Local Plan ensures that sufficient delivery of
infrastructure of various types are provided. The
locations for cross boundary growth will require the
supply of additional educational facilities which
would help to ensure positive effects for this
objective.

provided.

(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

The Local Plan aims to resolve the issue of crime and
anti social behaviour and the most productive way of
ensuring this is through design considerations
through Policy on High Quality and Safe Design.

None identified.

(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims
to improve the quality of the built environment, for
example through the redevelopment and
regeneration of the New Town era District Centres,
general protection for elements of the historic
environment, and design policies. The protection

istoric assets
are ensured through the Historic Assets policy in the

distinctiveness. There are some clusters of listed
buildings in a number of cross boundary locations
although the preferred locations for development
help to achieve this objective.

None identified.

(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

The Local Plan maintains that the remaining Green
Belt land should remain open and protected from
inappropriate development in line with national
guidance. The Local Plan includes a policy on making
the most efficient use of land which includes
maximising PDL. The locations for cross boundary
growth are not PDL; this is necessary as insufficient
PDL is available to accommodate the required level
of growth. The locations for cross boundary
development all involve development on the Green
Belt so the achievement of this decision making
criteria could be negatively affected depending on
the location.

The Local Plan continues to
maintain that the remaining
Green Belt land designated should
remain open and protected from
inappropriate development in line
with national guidance.

(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

The Local Plan encourages renewable and low
carbon energy production through the Climate
Change policy and requires that development
delivers appropriate standards against the Code for
Sustainable Homes and that other sustainable
construction methods for non-residential
development are achieved. The majority of the
locations for cross boundary development would
concentrate development in a single large
development area, the opportunities for integrating
renewable and low carbon technologies could be
maximised.

The Local Plan encourages
renewable and low carbon energy
production through Climate
Change Policy.



45

4.8. Proposals for monitoring
4.8.1 An important part of the SA process is establishing how the significant sustainability effects of
implementing the Local Plan will be monitored. Some potential indicators and targets have been
developed and are detailed in Appendix A. These indicators are a starting point for developing the
Local Plan and sustainability monitoring programme which will include more indicators measuring
the progress of the Local Plan Objectives.

4.8.2 Once the Local Plan is adopted, its significant effects will be assessed based on the monitoring
of the sustainability indicators. This will help to measure how well the Local Plan contributes to
sustainable development and informs any future review of plans and policies. Through this process,
the significant effects predicted in this SA will be monitored via the Monitoring Report. The SEA
Directive requires that the significant environmental effects of implementing the Local Plan should
be monitored in order to identify unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake
appropriate remedial action.

4.8.3 Data for the indicators will be collected at least annually in the Monitoring Report to monitor
whether the Local Plan has made a positive contribution to sustainable development. Monitoring of
the Local Plan will eventually be linked to monitoring the remainder of the documents in the
Development Plan.
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5. Examination of the BORLP4 and Next Steps

5.1 Examination of the Local Plan
This Revised Sustainability Report is submitted as part of the Examination of the BORLP4 which
commenced in June 2014.

5.2 Consultation
Sustainability Appraisal has accompanied each stage of the plan-making process and been subject to
consultation. The outcomes of these consultations have been reported in Consultation Statements
(Regulation 19) and Regulation 22(1) Summary of Main Issues Raised at Proposed Submission Stage.

A very small number of representations were received on the SA at each stage which included
observations on the scores given and the scope of the SA (in relations to Habitats Regulations
Assessment). Where appropriate, these comments have informed subsequent versions of the SA.

In addition, the SA Scoping Report was informed by information gathering beginning in June 2007.
Statutory consultation was carried out in November 2007 with the three statutory bodies (English
Heritage, Environment Agency and Natural England) and other stakeholders. A total pf seven
responses were received on all aspects of the Scoping Report and appropriate amendments were
made to the contents of the report.

Copies of previous documents can be found at:
http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/environment-and-planning/planning-services/planning-
policy/development-plan/local-plan-no-4-examination.aspx

This Revised Sustainability Report is published for consultation commencing 24th March 2015 for a
period of six weeks ending on 5th May 2015, along with an updated SA of the Bromsgrove Plan.

5.3 Finalising the SA Report and the Post Adoption Statement
Following adoption of the BORLP4, a Post Adoption Statement will be produced, setting out the
following:

How environmental considerations have been integrated into the BORLP4.

How the SA Report has been taken into account.

How opinions expressed in relation to the BORLP4 and the SA Report have been taken into
account.

The reasons for choosing the BORLP4 as adopted, in light of reasonable alternatives
considered.
The measures to be taken to monitor any significant environmental effects associated with
implementation of the BORLP4.

















































































86

Appendix C: Appraisal of Local Plan Policies

Assessment of Sustainability Effects

Symbol Sustainability effect

+ + Clear, strongly positive implications

+ Overall implications likely to be positive

0 Neutral

? Mixed or Unclear

- Overall implications likely to be negative

- - Clear, strong negative implications

Ø No direct relationship

Policy 2 Settlement Hierarchy 2
The location and scale of new development should accord with the following settlement hierarchy and reflect the services
present, accessibility, character and local distinctiveness of each settlement.

Redditch urban area, as the Main Settlement shall be the focus for development as it provides the highest level of
services and facilities provision and offers the most sustainable location for development. Where need cannot be met
within the Borough, development will be focussed adjacent to the Borough boundary in urban extensions.

Astwood Bank is a Sustainable Rural Settlement, excluded from the Green Belt, which offers an appropriate range of
services and facilities. Development within the settlement boundary, as defined on the Policies Map, will be the focus
for identified development needs and supporting local services and infrastructure.

Feckenham is a small, rural settlement predominantly set within the Green Belt, which offers limited local facilities
but has important conservation and historic merit. In order to conserve and enhance these characteristics,
development within or adjacent to the settlement boundary, as defined on the Policies Map, will provide for locally
identified affordable housing and other locally identified development needs only, in accordance with the most up-to-
date guidance in the National Planning Policy Framework and Parish Housing Needs Survey.

service provision. These hamlets
will provide for locally identified development needs only, in accordance with the most up-to-date guidance in the National
Planning Policy Framework.
Where development in the rural area has demonstrated a proven local need, measures should be put in place through the
use of planning conditions or planning obligations to ensure that the development continues to meet this need in
perpetuity.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

0
Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for recycling facilities.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but investment in

sustainable transport should help to offset these

effects. There is also the opportunity to design for
climate change through SuDS etc,
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards

more sustainable travel patterns.

+

Development concentrated on the existing urban

area will help to minimise travel through direct
access to jobs and services, although the expansion
of the urban footprint could extend/complicate

travel patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits
urban and rural.

+

A balance of housing and employment
development should help to provide opportunities

for diversifying the economic base of the Borough.

However, precisely where and how this might be

realised is uncertain.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local

community.

+

Development in and around Redditch should help
to strengthen opportunities for community

engagement through a stronger sense of local
identity.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources.

+

Development could compromise air and water
quality through additional pollution loading, but

should be anticipated through good design which
appropriate to the context of the development.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely contribute
to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas.

++

Realised through good masterplanning.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

++

Additional development in and around Town and
District centres should help to reinforce their

vitality and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. +

Through good design landscape and townscape

character should be maintained, although much

will depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

+

Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good

design should ensure that there is protection and
enhancement and where possible creation of

resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. ++

New development will incorporate opportunities
for sport and recreation for all through Green

Infrastructure, for example.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean,
safe and pleasant local environments.

++
New development will include a proportion of
affordable housing, and be part of good design.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. +

Mixed use development should bring opportunities

for skills development through training
opportunities.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

?
Urban concentration could increase social

pressures.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

+

New development can be successfully integrated
with the existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding
of mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

0

Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of

Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be minimised

through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy

generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources.

+
Can be realised in principle through good design,

but uncertainty as to where and how this might be
implemented.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, reflecting the policy aim of guiding development to

the existing urban area and to urban extensions where needs cannot be met. Aspirations across a range of sustainability
objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the concentration of development in and
around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and housing and opportunities

to implement sustainable design. Well-designed urban extensions could help to provide both a range of housing, basic
service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Encourage development principally in Redditch urban area with limited development in the smaller rural
settlements of Astwood Bank and Feckenham;
Option 2 Proportional development relative to the population size of Redditch, Astwood Bank and Feckenham;
Option 3 Business as usual.
Additional options which relate to the Settlement Hierarchy were included in previous SA (Core Strategy Development Plan
Document Sustainability Appraisal 31st October 2008 and Sustainability Appraisal Refresh and Technical Paper 27th
March 2009) which were put forward by consultees:
Option 4 It is important that sufficient housing is delivered in rural locations where housing delivery is lower and the
problem of affordability is higher;
Option 5 Exceptions to the settlement hierarchy should be made for sites for 100% affordable housing adjacent to the
settlement boundary necessary to address a demonstrated affordable housing need;
Option 6 Feckenham could have some commercial development; this would reduce travel to Redditch and Astwood
Bank.
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Policy 3: Development Strategy

All Strategic Sites for development can come forward immediately in accordance with the policies in the Local Plan. The
locations of Strategic Sites and the development principles they are expected to meet can be found in Strategic Site
Policies (Policy 31, Policy 34 and Policies 46 to 49).

With regard to all development, sites focussed on the urban area of Redditch are encouraged to be developed earlier in
the Local Plan period in accordance with Policy 2 (Settlement Hierarchy), with the exception of local needs housing, which

3.4 In all cases, and in particular with the Strategic Sites, the suitability of sites to be brought forward for development will
be determined following satisfactory demonstration of how all necessary infrastructure to enable development will be

-to-date
Infrastructure Delivery Plan.

3.5 The Council
requirements. Should the required rates of housing or employment delivery not be achieved, the Council will employ
proactive planning measures such as Supplementary Planning Documents, Local Plan review, compulsory purchase, active
engagement with developers or investigating potential funding sources.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal. 0

Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management. But

usage of the facilities is dependent on the behaviour of

occupants.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but building new homes

to high environmental standards and investment in

sustainable transport should help to offset these effects.
There is also the opportunity to design for climate change

through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move

towards more sustainable travel patterns.
+

Development concentrated on the existing urban area will

help to minimise travel through direct access to jobs and
services, although the expansion of the urban footprint
could extend/complicate travel patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and rural. ?

A balance of housing and employment development

should help to provide opportunities for diversifying the
economic base of the Borough. However, precisely where

and how this might be realised is uncertain.

Development concentrated on the existing urban area may

run the risk of a persistent gap between the share of
benefits received across urban and rural areas.

5. To provide opportunities for communities

to participate in and contribute to decisions

that affect their neighbourhood and quality

of life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community.

+

Development in and around Redditch should help to

strengthen opportunities for community engagement

through a stronger sense of local identity.

6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives.

++

Development concentrated on the existing urban area

could create synergies between different industries and
promote and support the development of new
technologies.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources.

+
Development could compromise air and water quality, but

should be anticipated through good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

++

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in

appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality of,
and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status
or educational attainment.

++

Additional development in and around Town and District

centres should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. +

Through good design landscape and townscape character
should be maintained, although much will depend upon

existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. +

Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good design

should ensure that there is protection and enhancement

and where possible creation of resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health.

++
New development will incorporate opportunities for sport
and recreation for all through Green Infrastructure, for

example.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

++

New development will include a proportion of affordable
housing and mixed tenures, and be part of good design.

14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce.

+
Mixed use development should bring opportunities for

skills development through training opportunities.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-
social behaviour. +

Urban concentration could increase social pressures. Good
urban design principles to design out crime could alleviate

social pressures.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and
seek well-designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

New development can be successfully integrated with the
existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

0

Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch are
envisaged, land-take will be minimised through good
design.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy

generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

?

Can be realised in principle through good design and the

installation of renewable technologies.  But there is
uncertainty as to where this might be feasible and how
this might be implemented.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, reflecting the concentration of development in the

existing urban area and in urban extensions where needs cannot be met. Aspirations across a range of sustainability

objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the concentration of development in and

around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and housing and opportunities
to implement sustainable design. Well-designed urban extensions could help to provide both a range of housing, basic
service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town Centre
Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus development in key regeneration
areas
Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area
Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings
Option 5 - Business as usual / nothing
Option 6 Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030
Option 7 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt designation
Option 8 Co-operate with neighbouring authorities to identify cross-
need
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Policy 4: Housing Provision

Redditch Borough Council, as Local Planning Authority, has an important role to play in ensuring that sufficient homes are

provided to ensure growing population has access to a home that meets their needs. This includes the provision

of both homes to buy and homes to rent, and a variety of sizes and styles. There is insufficient land within Redditch Borough

to address the housing needs of its population up to 2030; therefore some cross boundary growth will be required in

Bromsgrove District to contribute towards meeting those needs.

Provision is made for the construction and completion of around 6,400 dwellings between 2011 and 2030 to meet the local

housing requirements identified in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment.

Around 3,000 dwellings can be accommodated within Redditch Borough. There is limited capacity within Stratford-on-

Avon District in the vicinity of the former A435 ADR to contribute towards housing target should comprehensive

delivery of this site be achievable. A minimum of Approximately 3,400 dwellings are is to be accommodated in Bromsgrove

District (see Appendix 1, Redditch Cross Boundary Development). Details of the sites expected to contribute to meeting

the housing needs can be found in Appendix 2 and are shown on the Policies Map and Key Diagram.

The Borough Council seeks to achieve a mix of housing types in terms of size, scale, density, tenure and cost which reflects

the housing needs. When considering proposals for new residential development, consideration will be given to

the extent that the proposed scheme reflects these requirements in accordance with the current Strategic Housing Market

Area Assessment and/or the Worcestershire Extra Care Housing Strategy.

In order to achieve a supply of flexible and inclusive housing in the Borough that caters for life- long occupancy, all new

affordable housing for rent will be expected to comply with the Lifetime Homes Standard. The private sector development

industry will be encouraged to implement the concept of lifetime homes within their development schemes.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 0

Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste
management. But usage of the facilities is

dependent on the behaviour of occupants.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but building

new homes to high environmental standards
and investment in sustainable transport should
help to offset these effects. There is also the

opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.

+

Development concentrated in proximity to

facilities, services and public transport, will

help to minimise travel through direct access

to jobs and services, although the expansion of
the urban footprint could extend/complicate
travel patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. ?

A flexible and inclusive housing mix should
help to provide opportunities for diversifying

the economic base of the Borough. However,
precisely where and how this might be realised

is uncertain.

Urban growth may not necessarily benefit rural
areas and could restrain rural development.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

+

A flexible and inclusive housing mix in and

around Redditch should promote sustainable
communities and help to strengthen

opportunities for community engagement.  All
new housing should be designed to respect
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

and reinforce local identity.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

0

The design of new homes will incorporate

energy efficient technologies.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 0

Development could compromise air and water

quality, but should be anticipated through
good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

0

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage

Systems (SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Additional development, specifically mixed
housing in and around Town and District

centres should help to reinforce their vitality
and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

?

Through good design landscape and townscape

character should be maintained, although
much will depend upon existing local

character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

0

Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection

and enhancement and where possible creation
of resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

New development will incorporate

opportunities for sport and recreation for all
through Green Infrastructure, for example.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

++
New development will include a proportion of

affordable housing and mixed tenures, and be
part of good design.

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. +

Mixed use housing should bring opportunities

for skills development through training

opportunities.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

?

Urban concentration could increase social

pressures.

Good urban design principles to design out

crime could alleviate social pressures.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

New housing can be successfully integrated

with the existing urban fabric.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

0

Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of

Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be
minimised through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

?

Can be realised in principle through good

design and the installation of renewable
technologies.  But there is uncertainty as to

where this might be feasible and how this
might be implemented.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, especially by contributing to meeting housing

requirements and improving the density and mix of homes across the Borough.   Redditch has the existing infrastructure
and amenities readily available to facilitate this level of new housing development.  Redditch town has an existing

employment base which will reduce the need for out-commuting which would have been associated with concentrating
development within the rural areas.  Concentrating the majority of dwellings within urban areas reinforces urban
communities.

Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the

concentration of development in and around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs,

services and housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. Well-designed urban extensions could help to
provide both a range of housing, basic service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable
transport infrastructure.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Encourage people to move to the most suitable housing through the allocation/promotion of specialist homes
and developments
Option 2 - Only locate homes for the elderly in locations which accessible to facilities, services and public transport
Option 3 -
standard
Option 4 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
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Policy 5: Effective and Efficient Use of Land

Effective and efficient use of land must be sought in all new development schemes. With respect to residential
development, this will be achieved in the following ways:
i. the reuse and regeneration of Previously Developed Land (PDL) will be actively encouraged.
Where the economic viability of a scheme on PDL is questionable, and can be fully demonstrated by the applicant, the
Borough Council may negotiate a more appropriate level of infrastructure provision, or deferred payment scheme with the
applicant, in order to secure beneficial reuse of a site. Development proposals on contaminated land should demonstrate
that the site is capable of appropriate remediation without compromising development viability or the delivery of
sustainable development;
ii. densities of between 30 and 50 dwellings per hectare will be sought in Redditch Borough, and
70 dwellings per hectare will be sought on sites for residential development that are within or adjacent to Redditch Town
Centre and the District Centres;
iii. higher densities will be sought in locations close to public transport interchanges; and
iv. higher densities will also be sought in other locations where it can be demonstrated that there will be no detrimental
impact on the amenity, character and environmental quality of an area.

Applicants should refer to the most up to date Strategic Housing Market Assessment to determine the most appropriate
types of dwellings required throughout the Borough. Lower density developments may be appropriate on some smaller
sites, self-build sites or when providing bungalows. In these situations, lower densities will be considered acceptable where
the scheme densities being
met, or where there would be a detrimental impact on the amenity, character and environmental quality of an area if the
standard densities were to be pursued on-site.

Schemes for the development of private residential gardens will generally not be supported unless they lie within existing
settlements, integrate fully into the neighbourhood, and can clearly demonstrate that there would be no detrimental
impact on the current and future amenity, character and environmental quality of the neighbourhood. Development may
be supported if there are substantial overriding environmental, social and economic benefits to justify the development.

With respect to non-residential development, schemes on PDL, which propose the redevelopment of tired or redundant
sites, will be considered favourably.

There will be a presumption against development on PDL where it can be clearly demonstrated that over time, land has
been afforded beneficial amenity value or where biodiversity issues would be compromised through redevelopment of the
site.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 0

Development on PDL will generate further
waste but offer opportunities for sustainable

waste management. But usage of the facilities
is dependent on the behaviour of occupants.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but building

new homes to high environmental standards

and investment in sustainable transport should
help to offset these effects. There is also the

opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

+

Development concentrated in proximity to
facilities, services and public transport, will

help to minimise travel through direct access
to jobs and services, although the expansion of

the urban footprint could extend/complicate

travel patterns.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. ?

A more dense and inclusive housing mix should

help to provide opportunities for diversifying
and strengthening the economic base of the
Borough.

Urban growth may not necessarily benefit rural

areas and could restrain rural development.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.
+

A more dense and inclusive housing mix in and
around Redditch should promote sustainable

communities and help to strengthen

opportunities for community engagement.  All
new housing should be designed to respect

and reinforce local identity.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

+

New housing schemes would encourage
renewable energy generation; incorporating

energy efficient technologies in the design of
new homes.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. +

Development could compromise air and water

quality, but should be anticipated through
good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Additional development, specifically mixed

housing in and around Town and District
centres should help to reinforce their vitality

and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+

Through good design landscape and townscape

character should be maintained, although
much will depend upon existing local
character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

0

Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation

of resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

New development will incorporate

opportunities for sport and recreation for all
through Green Infrastructure, for example.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

++
New development will include a proportion of

affordable housing and mixed tenures, and be
part of good design.

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. +

Mixed use housing should bring opportunities

for skills development through training
opportunities.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

?

Urban concentration could increase social

pressures.

Good urban design principles to design out

crime could alleviate social pressures.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

New housing can be successfully integrated
with the existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

0

Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of
Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be

minimised through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

?

Can be realised in principle through good

design and the installation of renewable
technologies.  But there is uncertainty as to
where this might be feasible and how this

might be implemented.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Higher density housing would be more sustainable and would have less impact on the physical environment since they use
less land, require fewer raw materials in their construction and can provide opportunities for community benefits such as

CHP, or concentration of residents around facilities such as health facilities, shops and schools.  Well-designed urban

extensions could help to provide both a range of housing, basic service provision and access to higher order services and
jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure.

In areas with higher density the importance of open spaces, parks and gardens should be recognised.  Care must also be
taken when developing new homes in established settlements that the densities are similar to those which already exist to

help to enhance and preserve the traditional character of buildings and landscapes.  Higher density houses can increase
run-off and some form of SuDS or other attenuation may be required.

Redditch town has an existing employment base which will reduce the need for out-commuting which would have been
associated with concentrating development within the rural areas.  Concentrating the majority of dwellings within urban
areas reinforces urban communities.

The policy is largely in accordance with a range of sustainability objectives, although the density of homes must be
carefully considered to maximise open space and privacy.  There is some degree of conflict with Objectives 11

(biodiversity) and 17 (safeguarding mineral reserves, agricultural lands & open space) since a larger percentage of the
housing need will need to be met on Greenfield land.  There is insufficient brownfield land within the borough to wholly
meet the housing requirements set out in the SHLAA evidence and so the use of greenfield land is necessary.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and

strategies for implementation.

Borough-wide, although

concentrated in and around
Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Set a local target for housing development on Previously Developed Land in line with National Planning Policy

based on all types of Previously Developed Land
Option 2 - Prioritise all possible Previously Developed Land for housing regardless of its suitability for other uses
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
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Option 4 - Protect brownfield land with biodiversity/ open space value
Option 5 - 25% on PDL (RSS evidence)
Option 6 - 15% on PDL (SHLAA evidence)
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Policy 6: Affordable Housing

Redditch Borough Council is keen to promote opportunities for its residents to access low cost, high quality housing, which
presents opportunities to buy as well as rent. Therefore, the Borough Council will seek to create sustainable communities
by ensuring that a mixture of dwellings with regard to size, type and tenure that reflect local housing need, are provided
on, and integrated within, each site as appropriate.
On sites of 10 or more dwellings (net), a 30% contribution towards the provision of affordable housing will be expected.
On-site provision should be made and must incorporate a mix of dwelling types and sizes, which reflect the
characteristics, the development as a whole, and meets the needs identified in the Borough most up to date
Strategic Housing Market Assessment or other up to date local housing need surveys, and in consultation with the

Housing Strategy Team.
The Council will seek to negotiate the mix of affordable housing tenures on individual schemes taking account of local
needs, the housing mix in the local area and the impact on viability. A mix of the following tenures will generally be
sought:

Social rented;
Intermediate housing/ Affordable rent.

To create mixed and balanced communities affordable housing should be distributed throughout new developments and
not be visually distinguishable from market housing.
On all sites of 5-9 dwellings (net), a 30% affordable housing provision by way of a financial contribution towards affordable
housing provision will be sought on completion of the development.

In exceptional circumstances, where the economic viability of affordable housing contribution is questionable, and this
can be fully demonstrated against the Affordable Housing Viability Assessment Toolkit, the Borough Council may
negotiate a more appropriate level of affordable housing provision, or deferred payment scheme where appropriate, with
the applicant.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 0

Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste

management. But usage of the facilities is
dependent on the behaviour of occupants.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but building new

homes to high environmental standards and
investment in sustainable transport should help

to offset these effects. There is also the
opportunity to design for climate change through
SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

+

Development concentrated in proximity to
facilities, services and public transport, will help
to minimise travel through direct access to jobs

and services, although the expansion of the urban
footprint could extend/complicate travel

patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban
and rural. ?

A more inclusive housing mix with an affordable

provision should help to provide opportunities for

diversifying and strengthening the economic base
of the Borough.

Affordable housing could be beneficial for the
economy, by reducing poverty and facilitating the

regeneration of specific areas.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

+

A more inclusive housing mix with an affordable

provision should promote sustainable
communities and help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement.  All

new housing in general should be designed to

respect and reinforce local identity.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

+

Realised through higher design and build

standards for affordable housing and through the

installation of energy efficient technologies.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources. +

Development could compromise air and water

quality, but should be anticipated through good

design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely contribute
to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas.

+

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems

(SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

++

Additional development, specifically mixed
housing in and around Town and District centres

should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. +

Through good design landscape and townscape

character should be maintained, although much
will depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

0

Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good

design should ensure that there is protection and
enhancement and where possible creation of

resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

New development will incorporate opportunities

for sport and recreation for all through Green

Infrastructure, for example.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean,
safe and pleasant local environments. ++

New development will include a proportion of

affordable housing and mixed tenures, and be

part of good design.

Policy progression will need to balance demand

against deliverability and viability.

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. +

Mixed use and inclusive housing should bring

opportunities for skills development through
training opportunities.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

?

Urban concentration could increase social

pressures.

Good urban design principles to design out crime

could alleviate social pressures.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

+

New housing can be successfully integrated with

the existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding
of mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

0

Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of

Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be
minimised through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy

generated from renewable energy and low carbon

sources.
++

Can be realised in principle through good design

and the installation of renewable technologies.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy provides for 30 % of all homes to be affordable on development of 10 or more homes for the duration of the

plan period addressing housing need within Redditch.  It is therefore in line with Objective 13 and has little conflict with all
other objectives.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 -
Option 2 - Set a target based on the Strategic Housing Market Assessment
Option 3 - Set a target based on the Affordable Housing Viability Assessment
Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

Further Options for the Policy How can we maximise affordable housing provision in the Borough?

Option 1 - Increase the percentage of provision on site
Option 2 - Reduce the threshold for sites that should provide affordable housing
Option 3 - Identify some sites for 100% affordable housing
Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
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Policy 7 Gypsies Travellers and Travelling Showpeople

Provision will be made for new Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople pitches, in line with an up-to-date assessment of
permanent and transit accommodation needs in line with Government guidance. Requirements for Redditch Borough are
currently contained in the Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment (2012) and the Gypsy, Traveller and
Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment (2008). These assessments identify a minimum of 14 to be
provided to meet the needs of travelling showpeople and 18 pitches for temporary stopping places to need.
The Borough Council will allocate site(s) to meet identified need through a Site Allocations DPD. Proposals for new sites will
be required to demonstrate that they:

i. are located within a reasonable distance of existing facilities and transport networks with satisfactory access and
highway arrangements;

ii. where appropriate, are located on Previously Developed Land;
iii. are well screened and landscaped and will not cause unacceptable harm to the character and appearance of the

surrounding area;
iv. will not result in unacceptable disturbance or loss of amenity to any neighbouring development; and
v. have, or are capable of having, a satisfactory water supply, sewerage and refuse disposal facilities.

Traveller sites (temporary or permanent) in the Green Belt are considered inappropriate development.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

0
Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste

management.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

0
No overall effect predicted given the scale of

the developments.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

+

The site selection criteria will focus on sites
where residents have good access to essential

services such as health care, education and

public transport.  This will help to minimise
travel through direct access to services.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

+

Traveller contributions to the voluntary sector;

particularly in education and health services,
should help to provide opportunities for

diversifying and strengthening the economic
base of the Borough.

Sufficient accommodation in close proximity to

essential services such as health care,

education and public transport, provides the
opportunity for travellers to contribute to the
knowledge economy.

Allowing fair and equitable access to services
will help reduce inequalities and poverty;

impacting positively on the economy.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. +

The site selection criteria will focus on sites

where residents have good access to essential

services such as health care, education and
public transport.  This will help to promote

sustainable communities and help to

strengthen opportunities for community
engagement.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

0

No overall effect predicted given the type of
development.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

0
No overall effect predicted given the type of

development.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Realised through site selection process;
selecting sites available in areas of a lower

probability of flooding.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

Additional sites, in close proximity to Town and
District centres should help to reinforce their

vitality and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+

Larger settlements would be able to absorb

the development with less impact; specifically

in terms of landscape and visual effects.

Care will have to be taken to ensure that gypsy
and traveller sites are appropriately designed,

sited and landscaped.

Through good design landscape and townscape

character should be maintained, although
much will depend upon existing local
character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

+

Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation

of resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

+

The site selection criteria will focus on sites

where residents have good access to essential
services such as health care, education and

public transport; helping reduce inequalities in

health.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

+
The policy provides for the provision of
accommodation suited to the needs of this

particular group.

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

The site selection criteria will focus on sites
where residents have good access to essential

services such as education and should bring
opportunities for skills development through

training opportunities.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Gypsy and traveller sites will be appropriately

designed, sited and landscaped.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Gypsy and traveller sites will be appropriately
designed, sited and landscaped.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Gypsy and traveller sites will be appropriately

designed, sited and landscaped. .

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
+

Can be realised through good design and the

installation of renewable technologies.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy will provide sufficient accommodation for gypsies and travellers within Redditch, without over provision which
may attract travellers from further afield. It will focus on sites where residents have reasonable access to essential services
such as health care, education, etc. In some cases this additional community may be sufficient to ensure the retention of
community facilities. In general the larger the settlement the less effect development of any type will have. Larger
settlements will offer the travelling community more facilities and would be able to absorb the development with less
impact in terms of social, landscape and visual effects although at this stage the criteria have not been identified. Overall,
the policy is likely to have positive sustainability effects provided that gypsy and traveller sites are appropriately designed,
sited and landscaped.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Near existing facilities and transport networks
Option 2 - Previously Developed Land
Option 3 - Established industrial or employment sites with spare land
Option 4 - Anywhere in the urban area, subject to other planning considerations
Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 6 Well screened and landscaped and will not cause unacceptable harm to the character and appearance of the
surrounding area
Option 7 Will not result in disturbance or loss of amenity to any neighbouring residential properties
Option 8 Have a satisfactory water supply, sewerage and refuse disposal facilities
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Policy 8 Green Belt

The designated Green Belt, located predominantly in the south west of the Borough is identified on the Policies Map. The
exceptional circumstances required to amend the Green Belt Boundary have been demonstrated through the preparation of Local
Plan No.4.

There will be a presumption against inappropriate development in the Green Belt in line with the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) except in very special circumstances. Some forms of development are not inappropriate development in the
Green Belt provided they preserve the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including land in the
Green Belt. Applications for development in the Green Belt will be determined in line with national planning guidance on Green
Belts and other relevant policies within the development plan.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal.

+
Development will generate further waste but offer

opportunities for sustainable waste management.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but development that

incorporates high environmental standards and investment
in sustainable transport should help to offset these effects.
There is also the opportunity to design for climate change

through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns.

+
Realised through provision of development near to transport
networks; preferably to sustainable transport modes.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and rural.

+

Realised through provision of development near to transport
networks; to enable equitable access to local jobs, services
and facilities.

5. To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions

that affect their neighbourhood and quality

of life, encouraging pride and social

responsibility in the local community.

+

elt development
including facilities for outdoor sport and recreation, would

help to strengthen opportunities for community

engagement.   Particularly beneficial for residents of

Astwood Bank and Feckenham villages.

6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives.

0

Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 0

New development could compromise soil, air and waste

water quality and increase water demand, but this would be

considered negligible.

8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Application of the sequential test, using sites in areas with a
lower probability of flooding.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality of,
and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status
or educational attainment.

+

Realised through provision of development near to transport

networks to ensure the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres is not compromised.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 0

Through good design, landscape and townscape character
should be maintained, although much will depend upon

existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity.

0
Good design should ensure that there is protection and
enhancement and where possible creation of resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health. +

elt development
including local facilities for outdoor sport and recreation, will
impact positively on the health and well-being of the

population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

?

The policy provides for development in smaller settlements

Affordable housing in the Green Belt would be of good
quality, affordable and resource efficient; notwithstanding

cumstanc

development in Green Belt.

14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-
social behaviour. +

Good design principles can be employed to help design out

crime.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and
seek well-designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although much will depend

upon existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

0

Whilst extensions into the Green Belt are envisaged, land-
take will be minimised through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy

generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

+
Can be realised in principle through good design and the

installation of renewable technologies.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The overall effects of the policy are likely to be neutral to positive, with mitigation in respect of site design and the provision of

sustainable transport infrastructure, for example, off-setting negative impacts.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon
feasibility of development proposals and

strategies for implementation.

Borough-wide, although
concentrated in and around

Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Include a policy defining the extent of the Green Belt in the Borough
Option 2 - Rely on national planning policy to determine planning applications in the Green Belt
Option 3 - Develop local criteria for the control of development in the Green Belt
Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
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Policy 9 Open Countryside

The Open Countryside outside of the Green Belt is identified on the Policies Map. Development in the Open Countryside will not be

permitted except where it is:

i. clearly necessary for the purposes of agriculture or forestry and cannot be sited in a settlement; or

ii. it is required to support small scale recreation; or
iii. It is a necessary accompaniment to the establishment and success of an existing or new enterprise which itself needs

to be located outside a settlement; or

iv. an acceptable, sustainable reuse of a rural building of a substantial and permanent construction and where it is capable

of reuse without major or complete reconstruction; or

v. a replacement of, and comparable in size with, an existing building; or
vi. an extension to an existing building which is in scale with the original building and does not become the dominant

feature; or

vii. in accordance with Policy 2 Settlement Hierarchy.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal.

0
Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

0

Further CO2 emissions are likely but development that

incorporates high environmental standards and investment in
sustainable transport should help to offset these effects.

There is also the opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move

towards more sustainable travel patterns. +
The policy provides for development where it is in accordance

with Policy 2 Settlement hierarchy, thus providing access to
existing transport links and reducing the need to travel.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with
the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

+

The policy provides for development where it is in accordance

with Policy 2 Settlement hierarchy, thus providing access to
existing transport links; to enable equitable access to local

jobs, services and facilities.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that

affect their neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility in the

local community.

+

The policy provides for development that is required to
support small scale recreation and will help to strengthen

opportunities for community engagement.   This would be
particularly beneficial for residents of Astwood Bank and

Feckenham villages.

6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

+

Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 0

New development could compromise soil, air and waste water
quality and increase water demand, but this would be

considered negligible.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-
risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas. ?

Realised through site selection process; selecting sites

available in areas of a lower probability of flooding.

In areas with higher density the importance of open

countryside, should be recognised.  The open countryside can
act as a carbon sink and can be used to store water in the
event of flooding as a result of climate change.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,

+
The policy provides for development where it is in accordance
with Policy 2 Settlement hierarchy, thus providing access to
existing transport links and ensuring the vitality and viability of
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

Town and District Centres is not compromised.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 0

Through good design, landscape character should be

maintained, although much will depend upon existing local
character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

0
Good design should ensure that there is protection and
enhancement and where possible creation of resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

The policy provides for development that is required to

support small scale recreation, and will impact positively on
the health and well-being of the population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local environments.

+

Opportunities for provision to meet local needs.

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Good design principles can be employed to help design out
crime.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality
built environment in new development
proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although much will depend
upon existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

?

Whilst some development in the smaller rural settlements will

be permitted, land-take will be minimised through good
design. The design of high density homes must be carefully

considered to maximise open space and privacy.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy

generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

?
Can be realised in principle through good design and the

installation of renewable technologies.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

The overall effects of the policy are likely to be neutral to positive, with mitigation in respect of site design off-setting negative
impacts through close association with existing development. The scale of development will not be large enough to have a

significant effect.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies for implementation.

Borough-wide. Permanent and short to long

term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Include a policy to define the extent of the open countryside in the Borough
Option 2 - Develop criteria to limit the type and scale of development in the open countryside
Option 3 - Do nothing / rely on national planning policy
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Policy 10 Agricultural Workers Dwellings

New dwellings in the Green Belt and Open Countryside outside of the settlements of Astwood Bank and Feckenham
will only be permitted where there is an essential need for a rural worker to live at or near their place of work.

A. New permanent dwellings will be allowed to support existing agricultural activities on well- established agricultural
units, providing:

i. there is a clearly established existing essential functional need;

ii. the functional need relates to a full time worker or one primarily employed in agriculture;

iii. the unit and agricultural activity is well established, is financially sound and has a clear prospect of remaining so;

iv. the functional need could not be fulfilled by another existing dwelling on the unit or any other existing

accommodation in the area which is suitable and available;

v. the proposed dwelling is of a size commensurate with the established functional need; and

vi. all other material planning considerations are satisfied.

B. If a new dwelling is essential to support a new farming enterprise on a new or existing unit, an application should be

made for temporary accommodation. Such proposals will need to demonstrate:

i. clear evidence of a firm intention to develop the new enterprise;

ii. an essential functional need relating to the enterprise;

iii. the new enterprise has been planned on a sound financial basis;

iv. the functional need could not be fulfilled by another existing dwelling on the unit or any other existing
accommodation in the area which is suitable and available;

v. the proposed accommodation is genuinely temporary and the necessary infrastructure can be provided without
permanent harm; and

vi. all other material planning considerations are satisfied.

C. The Borough Council will use conditions to restrict the occupancy of dwellings permitted by this policy to agricultural

rural workers. Applications to remove such conditions will not be permitted unless the applicant can demonstrate there is
no longer any realistic agricultural need for the restriction to remain.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

0
Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste
management.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

0

Further CO2 emissions are likely but

development that incorporates high

environmental standards and investment in
sustainable transport should help to offset
these effects. There is also the opportunity

to design for climate change through SuDS

etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns. ++
Dwellings located in proximity to existing

agricultural activity, will help to minimise

travel, providing direct access to jobs.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

+

The policy enables rural dwellers, equitable
access to local jobs, services and facilities.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate
in and contribute to decisions that affect their

neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the local community.

+

Development in the Green Belt and Open
Countryside, favours rural dwellers; helping

to strengthen opportunities for community
engagement.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

+

Can be realised in principle through good

design and the installation of renewable

technologies.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

0

New development could compromise soil, air

and waste water quality and increase water
demand, but impacts will be minimised

through good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

0

Realised through site selection process.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

+

Dwellings located in proximity to existing

agricultural activity, will provide direct and
equitable access to jobs and services.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. ?

Through good design, landscape character
should be maintained, although much will

depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 0

Good design should ensure that there is

protection and enhancement and where
possible creation of resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments.

+
Opportunity to provide for affordable
housing.

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

Sites where residents have good access to
essential services such as education; provide

educational enrichment opportunities for
local residents.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
+

Good design principles can be employed to

help design out crime.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although

much will depend upon existing local
character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. +

Can be realised in principle through good
design and the installation of renewable

technologies.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive or have a neutral effect, reflecting the limitation on new

development permitted within the Green Belt and open countryside.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Develop a criteria-based policy requiring the need for agricultural workers dwellings to be justified

Option 2 - Do nothing / rely on national planning policy
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Policy 11 Green Infrastructure

The Green Infrastructure (GI) Network makes an important and valued contribution to the Borough of Redditch and its

distinctiveness. The GI Network is a multifunctional resource that includes, but is not limited to, green spaces and corridors,

waterways, natural heritage and wildlife habitats.

The existing GI Network will be safeguarded and new development will be required to contribute positively to the GI Network,

in line with the findings of the Redditch Borough GI Strategy and to support the Worcestershire Sub-Regional GI Framework.

Opportunities will be sought to improve and maintain the Network for the benefit of people, wildlife and the character and

appearance of the Borough.

The Borough Council will produce Green Infrastructure Concept Statements to guide masterplanning and development of Strategic
Sites.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

?

Development will generate further waste but
offers opportunities for sustainable waste

management.

Waste related development could reinforce

the multi-functional function of the existing
green infrastructure network.

The policy conflicts to a degree with this

waste management use in networks of open
green space.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but

development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset

these effects.

There is also the opportunity to design for

climate change through SuDS etc.  Also green

infrastructure can mitigate climate change
from car exhausts by diverting people to more

sustainable modes of transport for short

journeys through the provision of pedestrian

and cycle routes.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. ++

Realised through the provision of pedestrian
and cycle routes.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

++

Green infrastructure should connect urban
areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to

develop the skills base necessary to support a

knowledge driven economy.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

++

Green infrastructure should connect urban

areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to

strengthen opportunities for community

engagement across urban and rural areas.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

+

Can be realised in principle through good

design and the installation of renewable

technologies.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

0

New development could compromise soil, air
and waste water quality and increase water

demand, but impacts will be minimised
through good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

Green infrastructure should connect urban

areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to
provide direct and equitable access to jobs and

services for rural dwellers.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. ++

Creating new open green spaces will impact

positively on landscape and townscape
character quality.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

++

Development that helps to connect
fragmented habitats and reinforce the green

infrastructure network will help to enhance

biodiversity and geodiversity assets.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

Green infrastructure that incorporates

opportunities for sport and recreation for all

can impact positively on the health and well
being of the population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø

No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

++

Green infrastructure should connect urban

areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to

provide direct and equitable access to jobs and
services; providing educational enrichment for

rural dwellers.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

0

Development in green open spaces may
increase the fear of crime.  Good design

principles to design out crime could alleviate
social pressures.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although much
will depend upon existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship
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Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to reducing disparities
between urban and rural areas.   The policy also seeks to maintain ssets which

also scores well.

and cycle ways are provided as part of new development will improve the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Complete a Green Infrastructure Strategy for Redditch Borough to guide policy
Option 2 Use the Worcestershire Green Infrastructure Framework to guide policy
Option 3 - Do nothing/business as usual
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Policy 12   Open Space Provision

The Borough Council will aim to maintain minimum standards of open space provision as identified in the Open Space Needs

Assessment and Playing Pitch Strategy. New development will be required to make provision for new and/or improvements to

open space, sports and recreation facilities in accordance with the Adopted Open Space Provision Supplementary

Planning Document (SPD) or any other form of planning obligation the Council adopts. New open space should be strategically

located in order for it to contribute to the Green Infrastructure Network and increase its multifunctionality. The Borough Council

will support, in principle, the development of new open space, sports and recreation facilities.

If the demand for allotments increases during the course of this Plan period beyond that which can be accommodated within

existing allotments, developers may be required to provide new allotments in association with new developments.

Local Green Spaces will be designated, where appropriate, in accordance with the provisions of the National Planning Policy

Framework (NPPF). Once designated, Local Green Space will be managed in line with planning policy for Green Belts.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high

environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

The provision of allotments has a role to play in
helping to reduce the effects of climate
change.

There is also the opportunity to design for

climate change through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

++
Realised through the provision of pedestrian
and cycle routes.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

++

New open space should reinforce the green

infrastructure network and help connect urban
and rural areas and economies.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

++

New open space should reinforce the green

infrastructure network, helping to connect
urban and rural areas and strengthen

opportunities for community engagement.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas. +

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage

Systems (SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.
The creation of vegetated land through the
provision of new allotments helps absorb

excess water, slowing its entry into the river
system.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

High quality green and open spaces create an
attractive environment for inward investment

and will help contribute to the vitality and
viability of the Town and District Centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. +

Through good design, landscape character
should be maintained, although much will
depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

++

Development that helps to connect
fragmented habitats and reinforce the green

infrastructure network will help to enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity assets.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

The provision of sport and recreation facilities

and high quality green spaces for all, can
impact positively on the health and well-being

of the population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø

No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Good design principles will help to mitigate any
potential adverse impacts.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although much

will depend upon existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Enhancement as part of new provision,
although related to existing character and
design quality,

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to reducing disparities

between urban and rural areas and improving the vitality and viability of Town and District centres. The policy also seeks to
maintain

that safe footpaths and cycle ways are provided as part of new
development will improve the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term



117

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. Definitely do not build on any open space
Option 2 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. But some land on the periphery of open space or parkland could be used for

development.
Option 3 - No, comprehensively review the open space to identify significant parcels of land (including parkland) for development,

even if this has the potential to undermine local distinctiveness
Option 4 - No, compromise local distinctiveness and parkland provision in an attempt to reduce open space standards in Redditch

to the averages of surrounding Districts
Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 6 - Develop criteria to assess proposals for the loss of open space
Option 7 - Develop a policy for the provision of open space associated with new development, based on the Open Space Needs
Assessment
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Policy 13   Primary Open Space

Open space will be protected and, where appropriate, enhanced to improve quality, value, multifunctionality and
accessibility. In order to maintain the levels of open space provision in the Borough, proposals which would
result in the total or partial loss of Primary Open Space will not normally be granted planning permission unless it
can be demonstrated that the need for development outweighs the value of the land as an open area.

In assessing applications for development on Primarily Open Space the following will be taken into account:

i. the environmental and amenity value of the area;

ii. the recreational, conservation, wildlife, historical and visual and community amenity value of the site;

iii. the merits of retaining the land in its existing open use, and, the contribution or potential contribution
the site makes to the Green Infrastructure Network, character and appearance of the area;

iv. the merits of protecting the site for alternative open space uses;

v. the location, size and environmental quality of the site;

vi. the relationship of the site to other open space areas in the locality and similar uses within the wider
area;

vii. whether the site provides a link between other open areas or as a buffer between incompatible uses;

viii. that it can be demonstrated that there is a surplus of open space and that alternative provision of
equivalent or greater community benefit will be provided in the area at an appropriate, accessible
locality; and

ix. the merits of the proposed development to the local area or the Borough generally.

If development is permitted which results in the loss of a playing pitch or allotment site the Borough Council
will require the provision of equivalent or improved facilities and/or financial contributions from developers.

Proposals for development on Primarily Open Space land that contribute to both the Green Infrastructure
Network in the Borough and the nature and purpose of the open space may be deemed acceptable by the
Council.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but

development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

There is the opportunity to design for climate
change through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

++
Protection of open space will encourage
sustainable travel.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

++

Protection will reinforce the green

infrastructure network

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

++

Protection of open space should reinforce the

green infrastructure network, helping to
connect urban and rural areas and strengthen

opportunities for community engagement.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Potential opportunities for the use of

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in

appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

High quality green and open spaces create an
attractive environment for inward investment

and will help contribute to the vitality and
viability of the Town and District Centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Protection will help to maintain landscape and
townscape character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. ++

Protection will reinforce the green
infrastructure network will help to enhance

biodiversity and geodiversity assets.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

The protection of sport and recreation facilities
and high quality green spaces for all will impact

positively on the health and well-being of the

population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø

No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Contribution to the conservation and
enhancement of cultural heritage.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Enhancement related to existing character and
design quality

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to improving the

multifunctionality of the green infrastructure network and reinforcing the connection between urban and rural areas. The policy

also seeks to maintain th
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Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. Definitely do not build on any open space
Option 2 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. But some land on the periphery of open space or parkland could be used for

development.
Option 3 - No, comprehensively review the open space to identify significant parcels of land (including parkland) for development,

even if this has the potential to undermine local distinctiveness
Option 4 - No, compromise local distinctiveness and parkland provision in an attempt to reduce open space standards in Redditch

to the averages of surrounding Districts
Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 6 - Develop criteria to assess proposals for the loss of open space
Option 7 - Develop a policy for the provision of open space associated with new development, based on the Open Space Needs

Assessment
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Policy 14   Protection of Incidental Open Space

Areas of open space that are not Primary Open Space are areas of incidental open space. Whilst incidental open space can make
an important contribution to the Green Infrastructure Network and overall open space provision in the Borough, it is
acknowledged that it may be necessary to develop some areas of incidental open space.

Incidental open space will be protected from development unless:
i. the need for the development is considered to outweigh the need to protect the incidental open space;

ii. it can be demonstrated that the site does not make an important contribution to the Green Infrastructure Network
and has no particular local amenity or wildlife conservation value;

iii. the site does not have a strategic function separating clearly defined developed areas or acting as a buffer between different

land uses;

iv. it can be demonstrated that there is alternative provision of equivalent or greater community benefit provided in the

area at an appropriate and accessible locality; and
v. the incidental open space does not play an important role in the character of the area.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but

development that incorporates high

environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

There is also the opportunity to design for

climate change through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
++

Realised through the provision of pedestrian

and cycle routes.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

++

Protection of open space should reinforce the

green infrastructure network, helping to
connect urban and rural areas and strengthen

opportunities for community engagement.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Potential opportunities for the use of
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in

appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

High quality green and open spaces create an

attractive environment for inward investment

and will help contribute to the vitality and
viability of the Town and District Centres.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Protection will help to maintain landscape and
townscape character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. ++

Protection will reinforce the green
infrastructure network will help to enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity assets.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

The protection of sport and recreation facilities
and high quality green spaces for all will impact
positively on the health and well-being of the

population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Contribution to the conservation and
enhancement of cultural heritage.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to improving the
multifunctionality of the green infrastructure network, promoting health and well-being, improving local image and reinforcing the

connection between urban and rural areas. The policy also seeks to maintain the Borough

assets which also scores well.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. Definitely do not build on any open space
Option 2 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. But some land on the periphery of open space or parkland could be used for

development.
Option 3 - No, comprehensively review the open space to identify significant parcels of land (including parkland) for

development, even if this has the potential to undermine local distinctiveness
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Option 4 - No, compromise local distinctiveness and parkland provision in an attempt to reduce open space standards in
Redditch to the averages of surrounding Districts

Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 6 - Develop criteria to assess proposals for the loss of open space
Option 7 - Develop a policy for the provision of open space associated with new development, based on the Open Space Needs
Assessment
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Policy 15   Climate Change

To be sustainable, new developments must have regard for the need to be climate-resilient. In order to ensure appropriate
consideration of adaptation and mitigation to climate change has been made, applications will be judged against the following
criteria:

i. development should be placed in accessible locations in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Proposals
should take account of the need for accessibility between any development site and key facilities and consider how
flexible and smarter working practices can be maximized to reduce transport emissions;

ii. the energy efficiency of the development must be maximised through its siting and orientation, and through the
adoption of energy conservation measures, including natural ventilation, heating, street trees and lighting;

iii. proposals must seek to be zero carbon in line with Government targets;

iv. all new residential development must meet the nationally required standard of the Code for Sustainable Homes (or

any other national scheme which supersedes it);

v. all new non-domestic development must be assessed against the BREEAM assessment method (or any other

national scheme which supersedes it);

vi. all proposals must demonstrate that the use of sustainable, locally sourced and recycled materials has been
considered and the waste hierarchy has been considered (waste minimisation, re-use and recycling) during
construction;

vii. adaptation measures must be maximised, with particular emphasis on the provision, enhancement and retention of
Green Infrastructure (see Policy 11 for further detail).

The use of small scale renewable technologies will be encouraged in appropriate locations.

Low carbon vehicle infrastructure in appropriate developments and locations will be encouraged.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal.

+
Development will generate further waste but offers
opportunities for sustainable waste management.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but development that

incorporates high environmental standards and
investment in sustainable transport should help to offset

these effects.

There is also the opportunity to design for climate

change through SuDS etc.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

++

Development concentrated on the existing urban area
will help to minimise travel through direct access to jobs

and services. The provision of pedestrian and cycle

routes will encourage people to switch to more
sustainable modes of travel.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits
urban and rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that

affect their neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility in the

local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

++

Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.

Development concentrated on the existing urban area

could create synergies between different industries and

promote and support the development of new
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

technologies.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 0

New development could compromise soil, air and waste

water quality and increase water demand, but impacts
will be minimised through good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas.

+

Realised through good masterplanning and site selection

process; selecting sites available in areas of a lower
probability of flooding.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

in appropriate circumstances.  The creation of vegetated
land through the provision of new allotments helps

absorb excess water, slowing its entry into the river
system.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

++

Provision of green infrastructure, investment in

renewable technologies and efficient land use all help to

create a better environment.  This should secure inward

investment and help improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality.

++

Provision of green infrastructure, investment in

renewable technologies and efficient land use can
strengthen landscape and townscape character and

quality.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. ++

Enhancement and retention of green infrastructure
brings biodiversity to urban areas, helping to conserve

and enhance areas of habitat.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

Support for more sustainable travel patterns and

provision of pedestrian and cycle routes will encourage

people to lead more active lifestyles.

Green infrastructure can provide for sport and

recreational activities and impact positively on the

health and well-being of the population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well-
designed, resource efficient, high quality built
environment in new development proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although much will

depend upon existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low carbon

sources.
++

Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives and performs particularly well against renewable energy

provision, protection against flood risk, biodiversity and geodiversity and the health and well-being of residents. There are some
uncertainties around the generation of renewable energy which may have an intrusive effect within a local environment.  On
balance however, this policy offers substantial sustainability benefits.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Options for the policy How can we ensure renewable energy production without compromising environmental quality?
Option 1 - Development of local guidelines and criteria for different types of renewable energy development
Option 2 - Identify locations suitable for renewable energy based upon an assessment such as a Landscape Character Assessment
Option 3 - Require developers to demonstrate how their on-site renewable energy production does not compromise

environmental quality
Option 4 - Request that where developers are unable to meet sustainability standards on-site through reducing emissions and

creating their own sustainable energy, that a carbon off-setting procedure is in place to increase the efficiency and
sustainability in existing housing

Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 6 Request developments of 10 or more to supply 10% of their energy from a sustainable source
Option 7 Request that developments are located in accessible locations and take account of the accessibility needs between uses
Option 8 Request that new residential developments must meet the current Code for Sustainable Homes standards contained
within the RSS
Option 9 Offices and other non-domestic buildings should aim for 10% below the target emission rate of the current Building
Regulations by 2016
Option 10 Ensure energy efficiency through siting and orientation and through energy conservation measures
Option 11 Protect, conserve, manage and enhance natural and built heritage assets
Option 12 - demonstrate that the use of sustainable, locally sourced and recycled materials has been considered
Option 13 - the retrofit of the existing housing stock with improved insulation and water saving devices will be sought
Option 14 - low carbon vehicle infrastructure in appropriate developments and locations will be encouraged

Further options for the policy What proportion of renewable energy should be required from all new development?
Option 1 - The standard request rate, as stated in the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Preferred Option document

(currently 10%)
Option 2 - To improve on current standards (20%), please specify why you think this and any evidence you have for this
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

Further options for the policy - What should Redditch Borough request in terms of feasible level/ standards for all new
development to meet?
Option 1 - Level 4 or above of the Code for Sustainable Homes should be requested on all new housing
Option 2 - The Code for Sustainable Homes standard sought in the Borough should only be the same as that sought regionally

(currently Level 3 in the WMRSS Preferred Option document)
Option 3 - Some other level for residential development, please specify why you think this and provide any evidence you have for

this
Option 4 - Require all new non-

assessment of the environmental performance of buildings)
Option 5 - Some other level for non-residential development, please specify why you think this and provide any evidence you have

for this
Option 6 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
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Policy 16   Natural Environment

A. Natural Environment and Landscape

A high quality natural environment and landscape is integral to delivering the Vision of the Local Plan. In order to achieve this all
relevant proposals will be expected to:

i. demonstrate how the use of natural resources will be minimised;

ii. protect and, where appropriate, enhance the quality of natural resources including water, air, land, wildlife corridors,
species (including protected species), habitats biodiversity and geodiversity;

iii. demonstrate the distinctive landscape is protected, enhanced or restored, as appropriate and proposals are
informed by, and sympathetic to, the surrounding landscape character;

iv. avoid any significant adverse impact on skylines and hill features, including established views of these features;

v. where possible retain existing trees (including Ancient Trees), woodlands (including ancient woodlands) and
hedgerows (including important hedgerows) and semi-natural habitats with appropriate management. Particular
emphasis should be placed on the expanding and linking of ancient woodlands, and the creation of targeted new
native woodland for wider benefits; and

vi. contribute to the achievement of relevant Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan targets where appropriate.

B. Sites of Wildlife Importance

The location of sites of national (Sites of Special Scientific Interest), regional (Local Wildlife Sites) and local (Local Nature
Reserves) wildlife importance are shown on the Policies Map. New development or land use changes likely to have an adverse
effect on such sites, directly or indirectly, will not be allowed unless there are no reasonable alternative means of meeting that
development need and the reasons for development clearly outweigh the intrinsic nature conservation and/or geological value
of the site or network of sites.

In all cases where new development or land use change is permitted, any damage to the nature conservation and/or geological
value of the site will need to be kept to a minimum. Adequate and appropriate protection and enhancement of the nature
conservation and/or geological interest will need to be secured, and where necessary, appropriate and adequate compensatory
measures will need to be provided, using conditions and/or planning obligations where necessary.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

++
Requirement for minimisation of resource use which
should include implementation of the waste
hierarchy.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Further CO2 emissions are likely but development

that incorporates high quality design and
environmental standards should help to offset these

effects.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. +

An enhanced natural environment should help to
promote a move towards more sustainable travel
patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. ++

The protection of the natural environment and
landscape will directly contribute to the wider

protection of water, soil, air and water resources.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

Provision of green infrastructure through expansion

of woodland, will create a more attractive

environment.  This should secure inward investment
and help improve the vitality and viability of Town

and District centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+

Reinforcing links between woodland habitats
through the provision of green infrastructure can

strengthen landscape and townscape character and

quality.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

++
Reinforcing links between woodland habitats can
help to conserve and enhance areas of habitat.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

An enhanced natural environment should promote

impacting positiv -
being.  However, it is noted that protecting
biodiversity and geodiversity may have little impact
on increasing participation in recreational / cultural
activities.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Realised through good design which should include
resource efficiency, although much will depend upon

existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

++

Land-take will be minimised through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
+

Can be realised in principle through good design and

the installation of renewable technologies.  But
there is some uncertainty as to where this might be

feasible and how this might be implemented.
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Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy offers a broad approach to protecting and enhancing the natural environment within Redditch and to maintain and
protect biodiversity and geodiversity sites. The policy also seeks to protect landscape, which will encourage high quality design.
With regard to the existing landscape character, the policy allows for sensitive change to landscapes through conservation and
enhancement.

This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives and performs particularly well against conserving and enhancing

biodiversity. However there is some uncertainty with regard to the creation of wildlife conservation and woodland as this is
largely dependent upon individual development proposals. There are also some uncertainties around the generation of

renewable energy which may have an intrusive effect within a local environment.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - demonstrate that the use of sustainable, locally sourced and recycled materials has been considered
Option 2 - incorporate water efficiency measures and appropriate SUDS techniques that utilise detention/ retention methods
suitable for Redditch
Option 3 - protect and enhance the quality of natural resources and Green Infrastructure including water, air, land, habitats and
biodiversity
Option 4 - integrate with biodiversity and geodiversity through enhancing, linking and extending natural habitats
Option 5 - remediate contaminated land, where appropriate

Landscape Character - The Landscape Character Assessment produced by Worcestershire County Council combined with the
Sensitivity Appraisals identified a number of areas that were sensitive to development in the Borough therefore it is considered
appropriate to consider this issue through the Plan.
Option 1 Have a local policy which is informed by the Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment
Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

Air Quality issues in the County requires consideration of wider pollution issues. Relevant policy options include:
Option 1 Have a local policy due to potential air quality issues in the Borough
Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

Trees - a distinctive feature of Redditch, it is important to maintain and enhance trees in the Borough. Relevant policy options are:
Option 1 Have a local policy on retaining trees
Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

Sites of Wildlife Importance Due to the shift from a Core Strategy to a Local Plan, designated sites of wildlife importance need to
be considered:
Option 1 Include a policy that identifies designated local, national and regional sites of wildlife importance
Option 2 Include a policy that identifies designated local, national and regional sites of wildlife importance and protects them
from inappropriate development
Option 3 Business as usual/Do nothing
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Policy 17   Flood Risk Management

In considering all proposals for development, the following principles will be applied:

i. the expectation that all development should fall within Flood Zone 1;

ii. where land in Flood Zones 2, 3a or 3b or above one hectare in Flood Zone 1 is proposed for
development, a comprehensive Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) will be required;

iii. incorporation of water efficiency measures and appropriate Sustainable Drainage (SuDS) techniques that utilise retention
methods. For Redditch suitable methods include greywater recycling, rainwater harvesting, green roofs, permeable
surfaces, swales and ponds. SuDS techniques which provide water quality improvements, utilise natural environment
features and contribute to the Green Infrastructure will be encouraged.

Any development sites that are located in areas that are subject to flood risk will need to demonstrate that there are no other
reasonable locations for development in accordance with the and (where appropriate)
as set out in the Technical Guidance to the National Planning Policy Framework and have regard to the Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment (SFRA) for Redditch. Development will be designed to be safe taking into account the lifetime of the development,
and the need to adapt to climate

In addition, any development in areas that are subject to flood risk will need to demonstrate that adequate flood protection has
been incorporated on site and that the effects elsewhere have been fully assessed and mitigated against. Opportunities should be
sought, wherever possible to provide multiple benefits when managing flood risks, for example to provide amenity benefit or
ecological improvements. It is expected that any on-site flood defences required will be provided and financed by the developer of
the site.

Where practicable, flood risk should be reduced by increasing flood storage, improving flood flow routes and/or removing existing

obstructions to flow.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

+

Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.
Impacts can be reduced through sustainable drainage.

Flood alleviation schemes can make extensive use of

recycled materials and the routine maintenance of

waterways may provide useful dredged materials for
local construction projects.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

++

Realised through implementation of SuDS; for

example, green roofs, soakaways, swales, infiltration
trench ponds and wetlands.

Open spaces can be used to store water in the event of
flooding as a result of climate change.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
+

The creation of routeways of green open space

provides flood alleviation whilst also promoting

walking and cycling).

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

?

Can be realised in principle through good design, but

there is uncertainty as to where this might be feasible

and how this might be implemented.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

+

New development could compromise soil, air and
waste water quality and increase water demand, but

impacts will be minimised through good design.

Incorporation of SuDs will improve natural water

quality and intercept surface water run-off.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Realised through good masterplanning and site

selection process; selecting sites available in areas of a

lower probability of flooding.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

in appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation whilst also creating a more

attractive environment for inward investment.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+

The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation whilst also helping to

strengthen landscape and townscape character and
quality.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. ++

The creation of routeways of green open space

provides flood alleviation whilst also reinforcing links
between woodland habitats.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

+

The creation of routeways of green open space

provides flood alleviation but could also promote

walking and cycling).

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although much will

depend upon existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

?

Construction of flood alleviation structures that re-use
and recycle site won materials and waste during

construction, help to promote resource efficiency.
But there is uncertainty as to where this might be

feasible and how this might be implemented.
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Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Overall this policy performs well in relation to protection of the natural environment, particularly against objectives 2 and 11.
However, this policy could be broadened to reference waste management to promote resource efficiency. The policy also seeks to
provide amenity benefit, which will encourage high quality design.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Have a local policy on Flood Risk which is informed by Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 and Level 2 and the Water
Cycle Study and Water Cycle Study Refresh
Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual
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Policy 18 Sustainable Water Management

The Outline Water Cycle Study (2012) identifies a need for sustainable water demand management techniques to be employed
in Redditch Borough. Therefore, all development proposals, including changes to existing buildings will require the inclusion of
Sustainable Drainage Systems to manage surface water and will be required to treat all surface runoff on site. Sites of one
hectare or more will be required to:

i. allocate suitable land and incorporate SuDS techniques within the drainage design for the development;

ii. ensure that discharge rates from the development do not exceed and, if possible, improve upon existing runoff
rates; and

iii. provide on-site attenuation for the 1% annual probability of flooding or 1 in 100 chance in any year plus an
allowance for climate change.

Sites of less than one hectare will be expected to apply the same criteria, as appropriate.

The development of any site should not lead to deterioration of EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) water body status nor
have a negative impact on water quality, either directly through the pollution of surface or ground water or indirectly through
overloading of sewage treatment work. Development should, where necessary and feasible, help to conserve and enhance
watercourses and riverside habitats.

Applications for development within an area of waste water collection or treatment infrastructure capacity constraint, as
identified by the Water Cycle Study, must demonstrate that the necessary infrastructure is in place to serve the development
and that appropriate consultations have been conducted with the sewerage undertakers, the Borough Council and any other
relevant bodies.

With regard to foul water disposal, developments should first look to connect to the main foul sewer as the preferred most
sustainable option. Only once it has been demonstrated that it is not feasible to connect to the mains sewer should the
developer consider non-mains foul drainage options (see Planning circular 3/99 for more information).

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

+

Development will generate further waste which

could compromise water quality.  Adverse effects

could be mitigated through appropriate foul water
connections and/or through location within an area
of waste water collection or treatment infrastructure

capacity constraint.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

++

Realised through implementation of SuDS; for

example, green roofs, soakaways, swales, infiltration
trench ponds and wetlands.

Open spaces can provide attenuation on-site in the

event of flooding as a result of climate change.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
Ø

No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

?

Can be realised in principle through good design and
investment in waste water treatment, but there is

uncertainty as to where this might be feasible and

how this might be implemented.



134

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

+

New development could compromise soil, air and
waste water quality and increase water demand, but

impacts will be minimised through good design and
investment in waste water treatment where feasible.

Incorporation of SuDs will improve the natural
quality of water, soil and air.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Realised through good masterplanning and site

selection process; selecting sites available in areas of
a lower probability of flooding.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

Implementation of SuDS offers multiple

neighbourhood benefits, including attractive
planting features and increased biodiversity. This

could help to secure inward investment and improve
the vitality and viability of Town and District centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+

Implementation of SuDS offers multiple benefits,

including attractive planting features and increased

biodiversity. This should help to strengthen

landscape and townscape character and quality.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

++

Implementation of SuDS offers multiple benefits,
including attractive planting features and increased

biodiversity.  Purpose built ponds and wetlands in
particular, help to reinforce links between existing
wildlife habitats.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

The creation of SuDs systems, specifically wetlands

and ponds, provide enhanced recreational facilities

for people and can reduce health inequalities.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Realised through good design, although much will

depend upon existing local character.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. ?

Realised through investment in efficient water
supplies and (on-site) waste water treatment and

water re-use, where feasible.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
Overall this policy performs well in relation to protection of the natural environment, particularly against objectives 2 and 11.
However, this policy could be broadened to reference the waste management hierarchy to promote resource efficiency. The policy
also seeks to provide amenity benefit, which will encourage high quality design.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Have a local policy on Flood Risk which is informed by Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 and Level 2 and the Water
Cycle Study and Water Cycle Study Refresh
Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual
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Policy 19 Sustainable travel and accessibility

Transport will be coordinated to improve accessibility and mobility, so that sustainable means of travel, reducing
the need to travel by car and increasing public transport use, cycling and walking are maximised. This will be
achieved by:

i. meeting development requirements in accessible locations and taking account of interactions between uses. This
includes maximising accessibility to, from and between public transport modes and interchanges (bus and rail),
maximising accessibility to and from the development sites and increasing access to and from Redditch Railway Station
for users, particularly where access points into the Borough create a gateway;

ii. delivering a comprehensive network of routes for pedestrians and cyclists that is coherent, direct, safe, accessible and
comfortable to use. Building on, adapting and extending the pedestrian and cycle network that exists, in particular
following of the pedestrian and ensuring that all members of the community can comfortably move
around the Borough;

iii. ensuring that infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists that is well designed and safe is prioritised in residential areas
and the Town Centre and facilitates walking, cycling and public transport use. Proposals should incorporate
appropriate, safe, convenient, well over-looked and well maintained pedestrian and cycle access as an integral feature
of the proposed design. Where appropriate new developments should prioritise cycleways which run adjacent to
footpaths. The provision or improvement of off-site cycle routes, footpath links and related infrastructure will be
sought in appropriate locations. The Green Infrastructure Network should also be fully integrated into the pedestrian
network and cycleways;

iv. developing the network of cycle routes particularly the National Cycle Network route (wherever an opportunity
exists). Cycleways will be sought that are appropriate to the location;

v. effectively managing the Primary Route Network (PRN) and prevent new accesses onto the network;

vi. ensuring that public transport infrastructure, services and information is provided for users and operators in order to
encourage the use of public transport;

vii. supporting the provision of coach parking where appropriate; and

viii. providing measures which reduce the impact of the environmental problems (including potential Air Quality
Management Areas) associated with transport growth and bring forward environmental improvements particularly
along major transport routes.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. +

Development will generate further waste but offer

opportunities for sustainable waste management.
Improved accessibility may facilitate sustainable

transportation of waste.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. ++

Further Co2 emissions are likely, but improving access
to facilities by non-car modes would reduce vehicle

emissions and help offset these effects.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

++

Development concentrated on the existing urban area
will help to minimise travel through direct access to

jobs and services, although the expansion of the urban
footprint could extend/complicate travel patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. +

A concentration of housing and employment

development in accessible locations should help to

provide opportunities for diversifying the economic

base of the Borough.

However whether this can be realised in rural areas is

unclear.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

++

Concentration of development and improvements to
the transport network helps support community

cohesion.  This should help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement through a

stronger sense of local identity.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

+

Development could compromise the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources.

Reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

in appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Concentration of development and improved
accessibility in and around Town and District centres

should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. +

Green infrastructure will impact positively on

landscape and townscape character quality.  Although

much will depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

+

Green infrastructure will help to connect fragmented
habitats and help to enhance biodiversity and

geodiversity assets.

Good design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation of

resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

Green infrastructure can improve air quality from car

exhausts by diverting people to more sustainable

modes of transport for short journeys through the
provision of pedestrian and cycle routes.

Green infrastructure also provides opportunities for

sport and recreation impacting positively on the health

and well-being of the population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

Green infrastructure should help connect urban areas
to the wider rural countryside, providing rural
residents in particular, with direct and equitable access

to jobs and services and provide educational
enrichment for all.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+

Urban concentration could increase social pressures.
However, improvements to the transport network

helps support community cohesion and could alleviate
social pressures.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable

and resource efficient development process and can

be successfully integrated with the existing urban

fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch
are envisaged, land-take for new transport

infrastructure will be minimised through good design.

Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable

and resource efficient development process and can
be successfully integrated with the existing urban

fabric.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

?

Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process.

However, opportunities for renewable energy creation

and how this might be realised is uncertain.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, highlighting the multiple environmental, economic and
social benefits of green infrastructure in densely built urban areas.

Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the

concentration of development in and around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services
and housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design.

Additionally, whilst reference is made to ensuring that infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists prioritised in residential areas and

the Town Centre, it is felt that this policy could be broadened to address accessibility needs for rural areas to reinforce rural
communities as well as urban ones.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Options for the policy - What should be the transport requirements expected of new developments in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Transport Assessment to accompany any new development regardless of size
Option 2 - Transport Assessment should only be sought for planning applications involving a significant travel demand, as currently

sought by the WMRSS Preferred Option document
Option 3 - To ensure the development is located within 250m of passenger transport (bus stop or train station)
Option 4 - A green travel plan to accompany any new development regardless of size
Option 5 - Green travel plans should only be sought for certain developments, as set out by PPG13 Transport
Option 6 - All developments to be accessible to all modes of transport
Option 7 - Business as usual / Do nothing.
Option 8 -Transport Assessments will be required for all development proposals with significant transport implications.
Option 9 - Principles of a structured road hierarchy and will seek to extend such principles in any proposal.
Option 10 Meet development requirements in accessible locations and take account of interactions between uses
Option 11 Deliver a comprehensive network of routes for pedestrians and cyclists that is coherent, direct, safe, accessible and
comfortable to use, building on, adapting and extending the network that exists
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Option 12 Ensure infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists is provided that facilitates walking, cycling and public transport

Further options for the policy - Where should the broad location be for coach parking in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Redditch Town Centre
Option 2 - Forge Mill Museum
Option 3 - Arrow Valley Countryside Park
Option 4 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 5 - Set down passengers in Town and then parking space should be away from Town
Option 6 - Near the Abbey Stadium
Option 7 - On the outskirts of the Town Centre, within walking distance of the Town Centre

Further options for the policy - What are the key priorities to create a sustainable transport network in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Reduce the need to travel
Option 2 - Provision of walking and cycling facilities
Option 3 - Promote travel awareness initiatives e.g. car sharing
Option 4 - Significant improvement in public transport
Option 5 - Better management of public and private car parking
Option 6 - Demand management measures
Option 7 - Better management of transport networks
Option 8 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 9 - Ensure all trip attractors are directly linked to the core passenger transport network, and are made easily accessible by
bicycle or on foot

Further Options for the policy - Should public transport routes (bus and emergency vehicles only) be opened up to general traffic
if there is a wider and demonstrable community benefit e.g. the regeneration of a District Centre?
Option 1 - Yes, they should be opened up where a wider community benefit can be demonstrated
Option 2 - No, they should be retained in their current state (equivalent to business as usual/ Do nothing)
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Policy 20 Transport requirements for new development

In order to deliver the transport aspirations set out in Policy 19 Sustainable Travel and Accessibility, proposals for development

are required to achieve the following standards and are required to submit the following information:

i. a Transport Assessment will be required where it is considered that development will have significant transport

implications;

ii. a Travel Plan will be required alongside certain developments;

iii. all proposals should incorporate safe and convenient access arrangements in their design for all potential users

(including pedestrians, cyclists, emergency services and waste collection vehicles). Access arrangements should

be designed to reflect the function and character of the development and its wider surroundings;

iv. all proposals should discourage unintended through traffic within the development site and/or

between sites;

v. all proposals will be expected to be located within 250m of local services (in accordance with the retail hierarchy

this should either be a parade of local shops or a District Centre) and a public transport link (i.e. bus stop or train

station);

vi. proposals should include parking standards as prescribed by Worcestershire County Council Local Transport Plan

No.3 Highways Design Guide;

vii. the cumulative effects of development on transport infrastructure must be assessed and solutions sought in line

with the policies in this Plan, with particular regard to the cumulative effects of the delivery of the Strategic Sites;

viii. ensure that development does not have a detrimental effect on land safeguarded for road development and/or

improvement schemes as depicted on the Policies Map; and

ix. ensure that development does not have a detrimental effect on land safeguarded for Public Transport Routes as

depicted on the Policies Map.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. +

Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.

Improved accessibility may facilitate sustainable
transportation of waste.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

++

Further Co2 emissions are likely, but concentrating

development on the existing urban area will help to
minimise travel through direct access to jobs and

services and offset these effects.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

++

Development concentrated on the existing urban area
will help to minimise travel through direct access to

jobs and services, although the expansion of the urban

footprint could extend/complicate travel patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. +

A concentration of housing and employment

development in accessible locations should help to
provide opportunities for diversifying the economic

base of the Borough.

However whether this can be realised in rural areas is
unclear.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. ++

Concentration of development and improvements to
the transport network helps support community

cohesion.  This should help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement through a
stronger sense of local identity.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

+

Development could compromise the quality of water,

soil and air and water resources.

Reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

Green infrastructure can help improve water and soil

quality through SuDS for instance.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
in appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Concentration of development and improved

accessibility in and around Town and District centres

should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. +

Green infrastructure will impact positively on

landscape and townscape character quality.  Although

much will depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

+

Green infrastructure will help to connect fragmented
habitats and help to enhance biodiversity and

geodiversity assets.

Good design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation of

resources.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

Green infrastructure can improve air quality by
diverting people to more sustainable modes of

transport for short journeys through the provision of
pedestrian and cycle routes.

Green infrastructure also provides opportunities for

sport and recreation impacting positively on the health

and well-being of the population.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

Green infrastructure should help connect urban areas

to the wider rural countryside, providing rural

residents in particular, with direct and equitable access

to jobs and services and provide educational
enrichment for all.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+

Urban concentration could increase social pressures.

However, improvements to the transport network
helps support community cohesion and could alleviate

social pressures.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process and can

be successfully integrated with the existing urban
fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch

are envisaged, land-take for new transport

infrastructure will be minimised through good design.

Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process and can

be successfully integrated with the existing urban
fabric.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
?

Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable

and resource efficient development process.
However, opportunities for renewable energy creation

and how this might be realised is uncertain.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, highlighting the multiple environmental, economic and
social benefits of green infrastructure in densely built urban areas.

Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development in and around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services
and housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Options for the policy - What should be the transport requirements expected of new developments in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Transport Assessment to accompany any new development regardless of size
Option 2 - Transport Assessment should only be sought for planning applications involving a significant travel demand, as currently

sought by the WMRSS Preferred Option document
Option 3 - To ensure the development is located within 250m of passenger transport (bus stop or train station)
Option 4 - A green travel plan to accompany any new development regardless of size
Option 5 - Green travel plans should only be sought for certain developments, as set out by PPG13 Transport
Option 6 - All developments to be accessible to all modes of transport
Option 7 - Business as usual / Do nothing.
Option 8 -Transport Assessments will be required for all development proposals with significant transport implications.
Option 9 - Principles of a structured road hierarchy and will seek to extend such principles in any proposal.
Option 10 Meet development requirements in accessible locations and take account of interactions between uses
Option 11 Deliver a comprehensive network of routes for pedestrians and cyclists that is coherent, direct, safe, accessible and
comfortable to use, building on, adapting and extending the network that exists
Option 12 Ensure infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists is provided that facilitates walking, cycling and public transport

Further options for the policy - Where should the broad location be for coach parking in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Redditch Town Centre
Option 2 - Forge Mill Museum
Option 3 - Arrow Valley Countryside Park
Option 4 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 5 - Set down passengers in Town and then parking space should be away from Town
Option 6 - Near the Abbey Stadium
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Option 7 - On the outskirts of the Town Centre, within walking distance of the Town Centre

Further options for the policy - What are the key priorities to create a sustainable transport network in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Reduce the need to travel
Option 2 - Provision of walking and cycling facilities
Option 3 - Promote travel awareness initiatives e.g. car sharing
Option 4 - Significant improvement in public transport
Option 5 - Better management of public and private car parking
Option 6 - Demand management measures
Option 7 - Better management of transport networks
Option 8 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 9 - Ensure all trip attractors are directly linked to the core passenger transport network, and are made easily accessible by
bicycle or on foot

Further Options for the policy - Should public transport routes (bus and emergency vehicles only) be opened up to general traffic
if there is a wider and demonstrable community benefit e.g. the regeneration of a District Centre?
Option 1 - Yes, they should be opened up where a wider community benefit can be demonstrated
Option 2 - No, they should be retained in their current state (equivalent to business as usual/ Do nothing)
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Policy 21 Alexandra Hospital Public Interchange

A public transport multi-modal interchange is required on the site of the Alexandra Hospital. When developing the public transport
interchange facility the following principles should be applied:

i. the interchange facility will serve to connect a number of bus routes in the area and improve the level of bus service to
and from the hospital;

ii. the interchange facility could include improved waiting facilities and information systems for taxi, bus or community
transport users and car pick up and drop off facilities at the Alexandra Hospital;

iii. the interchange facility scheme has the potential to include measures to improve access to/from the hospital for taxis,
buses and community transport;

iv. the interchange facility must link important facilities and services within the Borough;

v. the design, layout and access arrangements of surrounding developments relative to the interchange must be safe and
convenient so as to maximise the walking and cycling catchment population for public transport services; and

vi. have regard to the impact on the environment, safety, the economy and accessibility.

Development will not normally be permitted where it might prove detrimental to the proposed interchange. Where appropriate,
provision should be made by developers for improvements to and/or the development of interchange facilities.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

++

An interchange facility can mitigate climate change

from car exhausts by diverting people to more
sustainable modes of transport for short journeys
through the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes

and an improved level of bus routes.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
++

Realised through the provision of pedestrian and

cycle routes and an improved level of bus routes.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

+

The hospital can be a major economic driver for

Redditch, attracting staff, patients and students from

the UK and beyond.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

++

Improved access to hospital services will help
develop links within community groups and help

support community cohesion.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

+

Development could compromise the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources.

Reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship



145

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

The interchange will provide linkage with important
facilities and services within the Borough.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+
Realised through good masterplanning.    Although
much will depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. +

Good design and a reduction of car exhaust

emissions will improve air quality, helping to
conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++

An interchange facility can improve the health and

well being of hospital users, by diverting people to
more sustainable modes of transport for short

journeys through the provision of pedestrian and
cycle routes.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

The hospital can be a major economic driver for
Redditch, attracting staff, patients and students from

the UK and beyond.  An interchange will provide
direct and equitable access to jobs and services and

provide educational enrichment for all.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Realised through good design.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Good design will ensure development can be
successfully integrated with the existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Land-take for new transport infrastructure will be

minimised through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive.  The approach supports integrated transport as well as

improving accessibility to important facilities and services within the Borough. Improvement to the public transport network and the
creation of new cycle routes will encourage a modal shift from the private car to more sustainable forms of transport for certain
journeys.  Furthermore, reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse gas emissions which cause climate change having wider

environmental benefits including on human health and biodiversity.

Reference to the wider importance of the Alexandra hospital as a major economic driver for Redditch would be appropriate and

should encourage its continued growth and development.
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Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Include a Policy which proposes as Public Transport Interchange at the Alexandra Hospital
Option 2 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
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Policy 22 Road Hierarchy

The Borough Council will continue to endorse and pursue the principles of a structured road hierarchy and will seek to extend
such principles to any new development. Due regard will be given, in the assessment of development proposals, to the traffic
management objectives and design philosophy of the road hierarchy. Development proposals which do not accord with these
objectives and philosophy will not normally be allowed.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. Ø

The policy does not address opportunities for

sustainable waste management, and as such no

conclusive assessment can be made against this
objective.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. Ø

The policy does not address opportunities for climate

change management, and as such no conclusive
assessment can be made against this objective.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
+

The policy supports a structured road hierarchy that

considers pedestrians first and private motor vehicles

last will help to encourage more sustainable modes
and patterns of travel.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

Ø

No direct relationship

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+
Through good design landscape and townscape
character should be maintained.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

Maintenance of a structured road hierarchy in new

development will help it to successfully integrate with
the existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
Maintenance of a structured road hierarchy and its extension to new development will help to realise sustainable development in

respect of protecting existing functioning and promoting it as part of new development.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term
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Policy 23 Employment Land Provision 2DevelopmeFFF

Provision is made for the identification of around 55 hectares of land which are available for employment uses for the period up to
2030. Around 27.5 hectares will be accommodated within Redditch Borough and around 5.5 hectares will be accommodated
within Bromsgrove District at Ravensbank. Within this provision, an allowance has been made to accommodate waste
management facilities, within Redditch Borough, as identified in the Waste Core Strategy for Worcestershire (November 2012),
see Policy 24 Development within Primarily Employment Areas.

The Redditch Eastern Gateway has been identified as a key initiative for employment provision to meet Redditch related
employment needs. Around 10 hectares will be accommodated in Bromsgrove District at the former Ravensbank ADR and a
minimum of 12 hectares further employment provision will be accommodated within Stratford-upon-Avon District at Gorcott
(around 7 hectares) and Winyates Green Triangle (around 12 hectares gross).

The Redditch Eastern Gateway aims to provide a significant enhancement to the employment land supply through the creation of
a high-profile and accessible employment scheme to take advantage of the demand of the M40/M42 corridor.The site should
develop as a high quality business park to support both existing businesses and to provide the opportunity to diversify the
employment base of Redditch and the surrounding areas through attracting businesses that are not currently provided for within
the existing supply of sites. Comprehensive development of the three areas that comprise this initiative should:

establish a phased master plan for the scheme, providing for a mix of high quality employment

uses in an attractive landscaped setting; and

take a coordinated and master planned approach for delivery of a new primary access for all three areas to increase their
prominence, and provide a gateway to wider opportunities.

Details of the sites expected to contribute to meeting the employment needs can be found in Appendix 3 and are
shown on the Policies Map. The cross boundary sites are shown on the Key Diagram.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with
the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

++

The quantum of development put forward within the local plan is

likely to generate increased levels of waste in the town.

The policy allows for a flexible approach to waste management

development, accommodating suitable facilities on employment

land.  The likely urban location of waste management and disposal
development also increases the likelihood of such development on

previously developed land, allocated for employment uses.

There is potential conflict with this objective owing to the

potential for increasing the amount of waste produced in rural
areas.  The need for care when designing and siting new waste

management facilities to ensure no negative effects on landscape
character and rural amenity.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move

towards more sustainable travel patterns. ++
The utilisation of the M40/M42 corridor provides access to

employment sites whilst promoting and supporting sustainable

travel objectives.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst
ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

++

The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites

for commuters, attracting broader skills and helping to support
knowledge-driven economic development.

Wherever possible, rural development should provide good access
to public transport networks to ensure direct and equitable access

to jobs and services for rural dwellers.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in and

contribute to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality of life,

encouraging pride and social responsibility
in the local community.

+

The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites
for commuters, helping develop links between community groups

and supporting community cohesion.

6. Promote and support the development
of new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

+

The provision of employment land in key locations will help to
promote high value/low impact technologies as part of inward
investment.

7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources. 0

Development could compromise the quality of water, soil and air

and water resources but impacts will be minimised through good

design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks
or contribute to surface water flooding in
all other areas.

0

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in
appropriate circumstances.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality
of, and equitable access to, local services
and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

++

The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites,
attracting a diverse workforce.  Increased employment and

disposable income should promote the vitality and viability of
Town and District centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality.

0
Realised through good masterplanning, although much will

depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 0

Good design should ensure that there is protection and

enhancement of habitats.

12. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce inequalities
in health.

0
Can be realised through the integration of green infrastructure on

or around employment land, to promote recreation and leisure

activity.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant
local environments.

Ø

No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. ++

The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites,

providing opportunities for educational enrichment.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-
social behaviour.

0
Realised through good design.

16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and archaeological
heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

0

Good design will ensure development can be successfully

integrated with the existing urban fabric.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

0

Land-take for new transport infrastructure will be minimised
through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and

energy generated from renewable energy
and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy performs well against Sustainability objectives 1,3,4,5,9,14.  The approach seeks to diversify and raise the skills profile of

the Borough through strategic employment land allocations.  Increased employment and disposable income should support vitality
and viability of Town and District centres whilst also delivering wider social benefits.

The development of additional waste management facilities as proposed in the policy are likely to result in further employment
opportunities and potential opportunities to learn new skills which scores well.  Furthermore, the policy is likely to result in an
increase in levels of recycling and a reduction of waste being disposed of in landfill sites.

Whilst scoring highly against the majority of relevant objectives, the policy may result in an increase in traffic congestion as more

HGVs are used to transport waste around the various recycling sites in the Borough and beyond.  The policy should require any
waste management development to ensure that it does not result in adverse traffic impacts.

This policy could reference the use of waste as an energy fuel and could be more explicit in encouraging waste reduction, recycling
re-use and diverting waste from landfill.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Options for the Policy - Where should employment growth be located in order to contribute to sustainable development?
Option 1 - Adjacent to new residential development in all circumstances
Option 2 - Adjacent to new residential development where there is suitable infrastructure for industrial development
Option 3 - Concentrate in and around existing employment sites
Option 4 - Principally in and around existing employment sites with the remainder distributed in relation to the location of new

housing
Option 5 - Concentrate development along main transport routes
Option 6 - Locate employment land adjacent to attractive surroundings
Option 7 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 8 Do not develop new factories as there are current ones vacant and being re-developed as housing.
Option 9 Make specific reference to waste management facilities in the policy
Option 10 Consultation with Economic Development to ascertain the most appropriate usage on employment sites

Further Options for the Policy - How should the Borough of Redditch meet its Employment Land requirement?
Option 1 - Identify small to medium sized locations for employment growth based on market forces
Option 2 - Rely on an Employment Land Review to identify the most appropriate approach
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
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Policy 24 Development within Primary Employment Areas 2DevelopmeFFF

Development will not be permitted where it would restrict the current or future use or development of Primarily Employment
Areas (as defined on the Policies Map) for employment purposes.

Non employment development will only be permitted when:

i. such development would not cause or accentuate a significant shortage of land for employment use in the Borough
or area concerned;

ii. it is no longer viable as an employment area either following a period of unsuccessful marketing or undertaking a
viability assessment. Consultation must be undertaken with the Economic Development and Regeneration Service by
the applicant to ascertain this; and

iii. the site is no longer appropriate for employment use because of at least one of the following reasons and these
problems are incapable of resolution in the foreseeable future:

it impinges upon residential amenity;
it causes substantial transport network, highway or traffic problems;
it creates other adverse environmental effects; or
technical reasons such as land stability or fundamental infrastructure problems.

Primary Employment Areas are appropriate locations for waste management facilities, subject to other relevant material planning
considerations.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
Ø

No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

++

The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to

employment sites for commuters, attracting broader

skills and helping to support knowledge-driven
economic development.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

Ø
No direct relationship

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

++

The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to

knowledge and skills base and providing opportunities

for educational enrichment.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

Ø

No direct relationship

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy, in seeking to protect and enhance primary employment areas, will help to promote sustainable development through

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Include a Policy which proposes as Public Transport Interchange at the Alexandra Hospital
Option 2 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
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Policy 25 Development Outside of Primarily Employment Areas

Sites other than those within designated Primarily Employment Areas may be suitable for economic development, redevelopment

or change of use. Within the Redditch urban area the economic development proposals should:

i. be in close proximity to suitable transport routes and services;
ii. have regard to the scale and nature of the travel demand across all modes likely to be generated;

iii.be accessible from existing residential areas by all appropriate modes of transport and are not dependent upon access by

private transport, where amenity is not negatively affected;

iv.be acceptable in terms of impact on the wider environment; and
v. demonstrate the provision of adequate infrastructure including Green Infrastructure required to support the proposal.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

?

Development will generate waste but could offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.

There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications new waste
management uses being developed adjoining
existing settlements.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

?

Provision of green infrastructure can mitigate

climate change from car exhausts by diverting

people to more sustainable modes of transport for
short journeys through pedestrian and cycle routes.

In terms of sustainable use of land and buildings,

reusing existing sites would reduce the need for
create new infrastructure although existing sites are

unlikely to be constructed to modern standards of
energy efficiency.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. +

Development concentrated within or in close
proximity to existing settlements will promote
sustainable travel patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. ++

The policy offers protection against inappropriate

development, helping to support knowledge-driven

economic development.

Wherever possible, rural development should
provide good access to public transport networks to

ensure direct and equitable access to jobs and
services for rural dwellers.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 0

Development could compromise the quality of

water, soil and air and water resources but impacts
will be minimised through good design.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

0

Realised through good masterplanning.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Increased employment and disposable income

should promote the vitality and viability of Town and

District centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

?

Realised through good masterplanning, although

much will depend upon existing local character.

There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses being developed adjoining existing settlements.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

0
Good design should ensure that there is protection

and enhancement of habitats.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

?

Employment generation in general will have wider
social and health impacts through increasing

investment in communities, improving health and
improving links within communities.

Can be realised through the integration of green
spaces on employment land, to promote recreation

and leisure activity.

There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses, such as waste management being developed
adjoining existing settlements.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

++

Increased employment related development will

base and provide opportunities for educational
enrichment.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

0
Realised through good design.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

0

Good design will ensure development can be

successfully integrated with the existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

0

Land-take for new transport infrastructure will be

minimised through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship
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Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

This policy would provide land and premises for employment development. There are other factors that will influence the extent of
new businesses and their sustainability including access to capital and the state of the local economy. In terms of sustainable use of
land and buildings, reusing existing sites would reduce the need for create new infrastructure although existing sites are unlikely to
be constructed to modern standards of energy efficiency or accessibility.

Employment generation as a result of additional employment provision will have wider social and health impacts such as better
health and better links within communities.

Overall this policy performs well, particularly against objectives 1, 4, 9 &14. There is potential conflict with criteria in objectives 10
and 12 however due the potentially negative implications of new employment sites, particular for waste uses being developed
adjoining existing settlements.

This policy could be strengthened to be more explicit in ensuring new employment provision is energy efficient and to encourage
renewable energy generation as part of the development of employment allocations.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Allow employment development to take place anywhere in the Borough
Option 2 - Only allow employment development in designated employment areas
Option 3 - Develop criteria to assess applications for employment development outside of employment areas
Option 4 Do nothing
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Policy 26 Office Development

Provision has been made for around 14,500 sq. m (5.3 hectares) of office development up to 2030, which forms part of the total
employment land provision identified in Policy 23 Employment Land Provision.

Office development (Use Class B1a) will be considered favourably in Primarily Employment Areas, provided the total floorspace in
any one location does not exceed 5,000 sq. m. Strategic Sites (Policy 46 Brockhill East and Policy 47 Land to the rear of the
Alexandra Hospital) also contain locations suitable to accommodate office development (IN67 and IN69).

Within Redditch Town Centre, proposals for new office development or redevelopment of existing office premises into modern
office accommodation fit for 21st century business practices is encouraged. In the short term, all proposals for office
developments will not only need to contribute towards increasing Town Centre vitality, they will need to remedy detrimental
issues currently associated with some Town Centre office stock, such as high vacancy rates and the appropriateness of the
accommodation on offer.

Where vacant office space within the Town Centre fails to address the detrimental issues identified in the Retail and Office Needs
Assessment and remains empty and unfit for purpose, changes of use to other appropriate Town Centre uses will be considered
favourably.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

?

Reusing existing sites would reduce the need to

create new infrastructure although existing sites are

unlikely to be constructed to modern standards of
energy efficiency.

New development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help offset these

effects.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. +

Development concentrated within or in close
proximity to existing settlements will promote

sustainable travel patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

+

Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts

and provide better links to knowledge networks.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.
+

Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts
such as better links within communities.

This should strengthen opportunities for community

engagement.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 0

Development could compromise the quality of

water, soil and air and water resources but impacts
will be minimised through good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

0

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

The policy encourages other business uses within the
Town Centre, encouraging a balance of land uses to

help improve vitality and viability.

Increased employment and disposable income

should promote the vitality and viability of Town and
District centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

?

Realised through good masterplanning.    Although
much will depend upon existing local character.

There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses being developed adjoining existing settlements.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 0

Good design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement of habitats.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

?

Employment generation in general will have wider
social and health impacts through increasing
investment in communities, improving health and
improving links within communities.

The integration of green spaces on employment land
should promote recreation and leisure activity.

There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses being developed adjoining existing settlements.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

++

Increased employment related development will

base and provide opportunities for educational

enrichment.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

0
Realised through good design.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

0

Good design will ensure development can be
successfully integrated with the existing urban fabric.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

0

Land-take for new development will be minimised

through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
This policy would provide land and premises for employment development. There are other factors that will influence the extent of
new businesses and their sustainability including access to capital and the state of the local economy. In terms of sustainable use of
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land and buildings, reusing existing sites would reduce the need for create new infrastructure although existing sites are unlikely to
be constructed to modern standards of energy efficiency or accessibility.

Employment generation as a result of additional employment provision will have wider social and health impacts such as better
health and better links within communities.

Overall this policy performs well, particularly against objective 14. There is potential conflict with criteria in objectives 10 and 12
however due the potentially negative implications of new employment sites, particular for waste uses being developed adjoining
existing settlements.

This policy could be strengthened to be more explicit in ensuring new employment provision is energy efficient and to encourage
renewable energy generation as part of the development of employment allocations.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Retail development to take precedence over office development in the town centre
Option 2 - The strategy for office development should reflect the aspiration of the Council for types of offices
Option 3 A maximum threshold of 5000sq.m per site of office development outside of the town centre
Option 4 Aim to deliver 30,000 sq.m of offices with 8000sq.m being accommodated outside the town centre due to capacity

issues
Option 5 Aim to deliver 45,000 sq.m which would have been in line with the RSS proposed figure
Option 6 In the first instance offices should be developed within or on the edge of the town centre
Option 7 Business as Usual / Do nothing

Further options for the policy What is the best approach to delivering office development within the Borough?
Option 1 - Aim to deliver a level of office development as identified in the Employment Land Review
Option 2 - Consider alternative uses for long term vacant office stock within the Town centre
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
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Policy 27 Rural Economic Development

Sustainable rural economic development within the Borough will be promoted especially any proposals which deliver economic,
social and environmental benefits for local communities.

The sequential test approach required for planning applications for main Town Centre uses that are not in an existing centre and are
not in accordance with an up-to-date Local Plan should not be applied to applications for small scale rural offices or other small scale
rural development. Applications for small scale rural development will be considered on a site by site basis and will need to
demonstrate that the proposed use is of a type and scale that is appropriate to the rural character of the area. Proposed
development should be accessible via sustainable transport and not generate traffic levels unsuitable for the rural road network.

When considering a proposal for the change of use, re-use or conversion of a building, or historic farmstead in a rural area, priority
will be given for employment purposes. In some circumstances an element of new build may be appropriate. All applications must
consider wider implications such as impact on character of the area and farmstead character, the natural and historic environment,
vitality of local surroundings and impact on the road network. Applications for economic uses could also involve an element of
residential development where there is justification. Proposals for conversion or change of use to residential use will be examined
with particular care to ensure that it would not have an adverse impact on local economic activity and where this is likely the
proposal will not be permitted.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

+

Whilst new rural development could contribute to the
causes of climate change through increased emissions,
the incorporation of high environmental standards

should help offset these effects.

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

0

Rural jobs may encourage more commuting to rural
parts of the Borough.  Wherever possible rural

development should be located in locations which are

accessible by public transport and not generate levels of

traffic that adversely impact on the rural road network.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. +

Rural jobs may particularly serve rural communities, but
could offer employment opportunities for urban

dwellers.

Employment generation as a result of additional

employment provision will have wider social impacts and
provide better links to knowledge networks.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

+

Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts
such as better links within communities. This should
strengthen opportunities for community engagement.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 0

Development could compromise the quality of water,

soil and air and water resources but impacts will be

minimised through good design.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

0

Realised through good masterplanning.

Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
in appropriate circumstances.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

The policy supports the creation of jobs across the
county rather than just in the main settlements and

seeks to provide economic and social benefits for local
communities.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

?

Reusing redundant buildings preserves the vernacular
architecture of the Borough and reduces the likelihood
of incongruous development; although it does not
necessarily eliminate it. New development will need to
be carefully sited and designed to protect and enhance
the rural character and landscape.  However, much will
depend upon existing local character.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

0
Good design should ensure that there is protection and

enhancement of habitats.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

?

Employment generation in general will have wider social
and health impacts through increasing investment in

communities, improving health and improving links
within communities.

There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of incongruous
development being developed adjoining existing
settlements.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. ++

Increased employment will help diversify the knowledge

and skills base in rural areas and provide opportunities
for educational enrichment.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

0
Realised through good design.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

0

Good design will ensure development can be
successfully integrated with the existing environment

and preserves the vernacular architecture of the locality.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

0

Land-take for new development will be minimised
through good design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

?

The policy promotes proposals which deliver

environmental benefits but does not explicitly address

opportunities for renewable energy creation.

Energy efficient development can be realised in principle
through good design but there is uncertainty as to where
this might be feasible and how this might be

implemented.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Employment land development is required in rural areas as well as in the towns to serve the local community. The development of
the rural economy contributes to the balance of the entire economy within Redditch. It provides many benefits, including creation
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of jobs across the borough rather than just in the main settlements and delivers the same health, social and community benefits as
any employment development opportunities. Rural jobs may particularly serve rural communities, but may encourage more
commuting to rural parts of the Borough. Reusing redundant rural buildings preserves the vernacular architecture of the Borough
and reduces the likelihood of incongruous development; although it does not necessarily eliminate it. New development will need
to be carefully sited and designed to protect and enhance the rural character and landscape.

Overall this policy is largely in accordance with Sustainability Objectives 3,4,5,9 & 14. There is uncertainty associated with meeting
sustainability Objectives 1 and 10 due to factors including:

The need for care when designing and siting new employment developments to ensure no negative effects on
landscape character;

The potential for increasing the amount of waste produced in rural areas.

This policy could be more explicit in encouraging waste management in accordance with the waste hierarchy.  The policy could
reference the use of waste as an energy fuel to encourage diversification of the rural economy.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies

for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Focus on the reuse of buildings for economic purposes in preference to residential
Option 2 - Support farm diversification in appropriate circumstances
Option 3 - Encourage the provision of, and expansion and improvement of, static caravan parks or holiday chalet developments
Option 4 - Rely on Regional Planning Policy Guidance in the Regional Spatial Strategy
Option 5 - Encourage the development of local shops and services in Feckenham, because the village can sustain them
Option 6 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 7 - If deposits of building stone are found in the Borough consider the potential for employment generated in extracting

these.
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Policy 28 Supporting education, training and skills 2DevelopmeFFF

Developers of all major applications will be required to provide education and training or funding towards the provision of education
and training for local residents in order for them to have the necessary skills to access employment opportunities.

If the economic viability of meeting these requirements is questionable and this can be demonstrated, the Borough Council will enter
negotiations with the developer regarding the appropriate level of provision.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

Ø
No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

+

The policy supports educational and skills
development and hence the wider progress towards a

knowledge-drive3n economy.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

?

The locations in which education and training
opportunities are provided will dictate the extent of

effects on rural and urban communities.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

The policy should help to support existing education
and skills provision.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

Ø
No direct relationship

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 0

The locations in which opportunities are provided will
dictate the extent of effects on well-being of local

people.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

++

The policy supports educational development. The
locations in which opportunities are provided will

dictate the extent of effects on raising the skills levels
of the workforce.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

Ø

No direct relationship

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The provision of additional opportunities for education and skills development will help to raise the skills level of the population
and support the robustness of the local economy.  There is a danger that if contributions (or subsequently CIL) are set too high,
developers may choose to develop elsewhere.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of

development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Develop a policy requiring developers to fund apprenticeships or other training
Option 2 - Do nothing/business as usual
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Policy 29 Broadband and Telecommunications

In order to support the expansion of electronic communications networks, (including telecommunications and high speed
broadband) all developments should make provision for the service infrastructure required at the design stage of any proposal.
Suitable for all occupiers of development. For the provision of broadband, developers should work with a recognised network
carrier to design a bespoke duct network, wherever practicable, for the development. Developers should also consider the
inclusion of other forms of infrastructure, such as facilities necessary to support mobile broadband where possible and where it is
viable to do so.

All service infrastructure should be designed to ensure minimal disruption, should the need for maintenance, adaption or
upgrades arise.

Applications for telecommunication development (including notifications and for prior approval applications) will be required to
demonstrate:

i. less-intrusive sites or practical technical solutions have been explored

ii. the potential for sharing sites has been explored and it is not possible to combine the proposal with existing or
committed masts/installations

iii. they meet the International Commission guidelines on non-ionising radiation protection (ICNIRP) taking account of
the cumulative effect: and

iv. the development has been sympathetically designed, sited, landscaped and camouflaged where appropriate to
minimise its visual impact on the building/structure, the character and appearance of the surrounding area and
impact on residential amenity.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
Ø

No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

++

Telecommunications infrastructure can attract new
business and facilitate knowledge sharing within and

across urban and rural locations.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

+

Telecommunications infrastructure can help build

communities through networking.

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

++

The policy benefits the development of

telecommunications infrastructure.

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Telecommunications infrastructure can attract new
business and improve the vitality and viability of

Town and District centres.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

0
Potential for impacts but also opportunities for
sympathetic siting and good design.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

0

Development could compromise the quality of

water, soil and air and water resources but impacts
will be minimised through sympathetic siting and

design.

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. ++

The policy supports educational and skills

development through the provision of
telecommunications infrastructure.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

0

Realised through sympathetic siting and good
design.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

0

Realised through sympathetic siting and good
design.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
This policy supports the expansion of high quality telecommunications infrastructure.  A high quality communications infrastructure

training and helping to build communities through networking.

New infrastructure should aim to be kept to a minimum consistent with the efficient operation of the network.  Existing structures
should be used, unless the need for a new site has been justified.  Where new sites are considered, development should be

sympathetically designed and land take minimised through good design.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon

feasibility of development proposals and
strategies for implementation.

Borough-wide, although

concentrated in and around
Redditch

Permanent and short to long term
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Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Require developers to make provision for the service infrastructure at the design stage of any proposal
Option 2 Include a policy to encourage the sharing of masts and where a new mast is proposed demonstrate the need for the
development
Option 3 - Include a policy ensuring any telecommunications development has been sympathetically designed, landscaped and
camouflaged
Option 4 Rely on the County Broadband Plan
Option 5 Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing
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Policy 30 Town Centre and Retail Hierarchy

This retail hierarchy helps to concentrate on providing for retail growth in tandem with the needs generated by economic and
population growth and relative to the role and function of the centres in the retail hierarchy.

In order to achieve this, prior to commitments, Redditch Borough Council will seek to plan for approximately 30,000 sq. m of
comparison floorspace and 10,000 sq. m of convenience retail for the period up until 2030. This will meet the needs of Redditch
Borough and will incorporate regeneration opportunities.

The maintenance of the vitality and viability of the Town Centre can be assured if the following principles are applied to
development within the Town Centre or to development for Town Centre uses:

i. promoting the redevelopment and diversification of the Town Centre by providing vibrant mixed use areas and enhanced
public realm;

ii. promoting the appropriate re-use and redevelopment of land and existing floorspace within or immediately adjacent to
the Town Centre;

iii. promoting a vibrant and safe, high quality, evening economy comprising a mix of leisure and entertainment uses suitable
and accessible for all members of the public;

iv. include new retail comparison and convenience provision where possible;
v. encourage appropriate small specialist shops;
vi. provide a regular outdoor market;
vii. development in accordance with the retail hierarchy detailed below.

Tier 1 Town Centre - Redditch Town Centre should:
i. be the preferred location for major retail developments, large scale leisure, tourist and cultural activities, social and

community venues and entertainment and large scale office uses (Class
ii. B1a), and other uses that attract large numbers of people.

Tier 2 District Centres - Matchborough, Winyates, Woodrow, Church Hill, Headless Cross, Crabbs Cross, Batchley, Lodge Park and
Astwood Bank should:

i. provide day to day needs, supported by a limited range of other shops and non-retail services serving their local
communities;

ii. be appropriate for environmental enhancements.

Tier 3 Local Shops/Parades which are individual shops or small groupings of shops should:
i. provide essential day to day services for local communities

This policy sets out a hierarchy of centres where investment in retail and other development of an appropriate scale and nature will
be promoted, and existing provision enhanced to facilitate sustainable development.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

+
Development will need to adhere to the principles of

the waste management hierarchy.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

+
The attractiveness of centres should be improved,
resulting in more sustainable travel patterns

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

The appearance and viability of Centres should

improve as a result of the policy

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Character and quality should be enhanced as a result
of focusing development on these locations.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

Strong town and district centres will support a range of
services including those promoting health provision

inaccessible locations.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

Vibrant town and district centres will provide for a

range of employment opportunities, thereby
contributing to the enhancement of skills and

qualifications amongst the resident population.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Maintenance and enhancement of centres following
the policy should contribute to crime reduction

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Enhancing the vitality and viability of centres will help
to ensure that previously developed land and vacant

buildings are used wherever possible.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of centres is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the

sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to these sustainable retail

locations, re-use of land and buildings and enhancement of their character. More attractive centres within the Borough will also
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help to minimise travel to competing centres in adjoining districts.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Place Redditch Town Centre at the top of the Hierarchy of Centres, as the preferable location for major retail

developments, uses which attract large numbers of people and large scale offices
Option 2 - Place Redditch Town Centre at the top of the Development Strategy, as the preferable location for housing
Option 3 -Expand the Town Centre boundary to accommodate retail and office development needs set out in the WMRSS
Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 5 -

coaches.
Option 6 - Improve connectivity between the key areas and the prominence of the retail core.
Option 7 - Short to medium term external signage should be considered and improvements to the external treatment of the

shopping centre.
Option 8 - Lower the comparison floor space figure due to the economic climate
Option 9 -

efficient flats to rent
Option 10 Church Rd site should be developed for housing and offices
Option 11 Edward Street should be developed for housing and offices
Option 12 Redevelop old job centre and redundant market area
Option 13 To have no additional retail or office development
Option 14 Develop public toilets
Option 15 - Plan for approximately 30,000sqm of comparison floorspace for the period up until 2021 and aim to make provision for
an additional 20,000sqm floorspace between 2021 and 2026 within the Town Centre.
Option 16 - Redevelopment and diversification of the Town Centre providing vibrant mixed use areas;
Option 17 - Promote the appropriate re-use and redevelopment of land and existing floorspace within or immediately adjacent to
the Town Centre
Option 18 Town Centres to serve the Borough as a whole and be the preferred location for leisure, entertainment and cultural
activities;
Option 19 Town Centre to be the preferred location for major retail developments, large scale leisure, tourist, social and
community venues and large scale office uses (Class B1a) , and other uses that attract large numbers of people.

Further Options for the Policy -
Option 1 - Secure monies from Town Centre developments for facilities for families to be provided in the Town Centre as part of a

planning obligations policy
Option 2 - Secure monies from Borough wide development for facilities for families to be provided in the Town Centre as part of a

planning obligations policy
Option 3 - Encourage the provision of uses likely to promote a family orientated night time economy
Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 5 - Plan to improve and manage by controlling location and types of licensed premises and hot food takeaway to ensure

harm is not caused to the neighbourhood.
Option 6 - Promoting a vibrant and safe, high quality, evening economy comprising a mix of leisure and entertainment uses suitable

and accessible for all members of the public.
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Policy 31 Regeneration for the Town Centre

The extent of Redditch Town Centre is shown on the Policies Map. The Town Centre boundary has been extended.

In order to secure the regeneration and future of Redditch Town Centre, regard should be had to both the retail vision within the
Local Plan and the Redditch Town Centre Strategy. This Strategy contains a vision and five key guiding principles in order to shape
the town up to 2030. These guiding principles are interrelated and in combination they will contribute to realising the vision for
Redditch Town Centre;

i. Realise the Potential Development Opportunities
ii. Improve and Diversify the Town Centre Offer

iii. Improve the Physical Environment
iv. Expand on the Business and Cultural Offer of the Town Centre
v. Increase Residential Accommodation

In addition, the Strategy identifies the following as priority projects;

Tackling the Ringway
i. Improving Public Spaces and Car Parking
ii. Sense of Arrival and Signage

iii. Improving the Café and Restaurant Offer
iv. Enhancing the evening and night time economy
v. Enhancements to Church Green
vi. Tackling the Train Station
vii. Rejuvenation of Silver Street/Royal Square
viii. Improved Lighting, Safety and Security in the Town Centre

ix. Public Art Programme
x. Encouraging Town Centre Living

The above projects are considered as priorities in terms of delivering the changes needed to ensure the future of Redditch as a
sustainable Town Centre. Their importance lies in the role they have to play in realising the potential of the Town Centre, where
appropriate financial contributions will be sought to ensure the delivery of these priority projects.

office requirements, development within the Town
Centre should not compromise the above projects and should achieve the following principles:

i. incorporate a mix of uses including residential, employment (B1), retail and leisure;
ii. promote excellent accessibility by a range of sustainable transport modes, incorporating any necessary infrastructure

improvements; and
iii. include safe and well designed buildings and places; incorporate any relevant guidance contained within Supplementary

iv. Supporting heritage-led regeneration in the Town Centre that enhances the existing historic environment through high
quality development that is sensitive to its context;

The following mix of uses should be applied to individual proposals:
i. Church Road/ North West Quadrant is the preferred location for convenience and comparison retail as part of a mixed-

use development also incorporating food and drink and leisure developments;
ii. Edward Street is appropriate for any Town Centre use. Convenience retail uses are also appropriate if it can be

demonstrated that convenience retail cannot be accommodated at Church Road/ North West Quadrant;
iii. Prospect Hill should provide a mixed-use development of Offices (B1) and residential uses.

The Borough Council would not insist that all three parcels be redeveloped together. However individual proposals for each parcel
should ensure that appropriate considerations have been made to the potential linkages between the sites and increased
accessibility within the Town Centre and the Kingfisher Shopping Centre.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

+
Development will need to adhere to the principles of
the waste management hierarchy.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship



172

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. +

The attractiveness of the Town Centre should be
improved, resulting in more sustainable travel

patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

The appearance and viability of the Town Centre

should improve as a result of the policy.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Character and quality should be enhanced as a result

of focusing development on these locations.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

A strong Town Centre will support a range of services

including those promoting health provision

inaccessible locations.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

A vibrant Town Centre will provide for a range of

employment opportunities, thereby contributing to
the enhancement of skills and qualifications amongst

the resident population.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. +

Maintenance and enhancement of the Town Centre
following the policy should contribute to crime

reduction.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

The appearance and viability of the Town Centre
should improve as a result of the policy.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Enhancing the vitality and viability of the Town Centre
will help to ensure that previously developed land and

vacant buildings are used wherever possible.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of the Town Centre is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the

sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to this sustainable retail location,
re-use of land and buildings and enhancement of its character. A more attractive Town Centre will also help to minimise travel to
competing centres in adjoining districts.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Redditch Town Centre Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Tackling the Ringway Breaking down the concrete collar
Option 2 Regeneration of Train Station
Option 3 Redevelopment of Silver Street/Royal Square and Enclosed Market Area
Option 4 - Improving public spaces and car parking
Option 5 - Sense of Arrival and Signage
Option 6 - Improve the café and restaurant offer
Option 7 - Enhancements to Church Green
Option 8 - Improved Lighting, Safety and Security in the Town Centre
Option 9 - Public Art Programme
Option 10 - Encouraging Town Centre Living
Option 11 Business as usual/do nothing
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Policy 32 Protection of the Retail Core

The Retail Core of the Town Centre, as defined on the Policies Map, is an area of Primary Shopping Frontage. Within the Retail Core
planning permission for change of use from Class A1 to A2, A3, A4 or A5 or any other use considered appropriate to a shopping
centre will only be acceptable if the proposed use does not result in a continuous frontage of more than two non-retail units; (units
are defined as shopfront width of about 6 metres; larger units will be assessed in terms of unit lengths). Proposals for non A1 uses
that demonstrably contribute to the vitality and viability of the Centre will be assessed on their own merits.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

+
Development will need to adhere to the principles of
the waste management hierarchy.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns. +
The attractiveness of the Town Centre should be

improved, resulting in more sustainable travel
patterns.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

The appearance and viability of the Town Centre

should improve as a result of the policy.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Character and quality should be enhanced as a result

of focusing development on these locations.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. +

A strong Town Centre will support a range of services
including those promoting health provision

inaccessible locations.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No clear relationship identified

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+

A vibrant Town Centre centres will provide for a range

of employment opportunities, thereby contributing to
the enhancement of skills and qualifications amongst

the resident population.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

The appearance and viability of the Town Centre
should improve as a result of the policy.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Enhancing the vitality and viability of the Town Centre

will help to ensure that previously developed land and
vacant buildings are used wherever possible.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of the Town Centre is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the
sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to this sustainable retail location,

re-use of land and buildings and enhancement of its character. A more attractive Town Centre will also help to minimise travel to
competing centres in adjoining districts.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Redditch Town Centre Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - clearly define a retail core
Option 2 - cluster approach to retail core instead of unit length
Option 3 - not have a retail core
Option 4 - Business as usual/do nothing
Option 5 define a secondary retail frontage area
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Policy 33 Use of Upper Floors

Proposals which bring into use the vacant upper floors of buildings within the Town Centre and District Centres will be encouraged
providing that the existing use of the ground floor is safeguarded. Furthermore, the works needed to secure access to the upper
floors should not detrimentally affect the appearance of the building. Planning permission will not normally be granted for
alterations to premises that would prejudice access to, or the re-use of, upper floors.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

+
The attractiveness of centres should be improved,
resulting in more sustainable travel patterns

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

The appearance and viability of Centres should

improve as a result of the policy

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+
Character and quality should be enhanced

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

+
Opportunities to provide further housing choice in

these locations.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
The diversification of centres following the policy

should contribute to crime reduction

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
Diversifying the use of centres is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the sustainability of the Borough,
including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to these sustainable locations.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Restrict the use of upper floors to residential only
Option 2 - Encourage the use of upper floors for a mix of uses
Option 3 - Business as usual/do nothing
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Policy 34 District Centre Redevelopment

District Centres play an important role as foci for local needs shopping, community and health facilities. This policy relates to
Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District Centres. To achieve the Vision, the promotion of the vitality, viability and
sustainability of these District Centres will be sought, therefore the following principles will apply when considering proposals for
redevelopment:

i. be consistent in scale and function with its role as a District Centre;
ii. not result in the unacceptable loss of retail floorspace, recognising its primarily retailing role;

iii. propose a scheme where the uses are compatible with one another;
iv. have well designed buildings and spaces with provision for green infrastructure. Special consideration should also be

given to how to clearly define public and private spaces;
v. propose a scheme that takes opportunities to design out crime and make the District Centre feel safer incorporating any

vi. propose a scheme with good accessibility to and from the neighbouring residential areas particularly in terms of walking
and cycling and from the wider areas by public transport; and

vii. consider re-using vacant upper floors.

Proposals for a mixed use redevelopment at a District Centre must ensure that the uses on the site are compatible with one
another and that the development minimises any disruptive effects that may arise due to a mix of uses. The Borough Council will
issue Development Briefs to guide the development of the District Centres.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

+
Development will need to adhere to the principles

of the waste management hierarchy.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
++

Specific schemes promoting more sustainable

travel patterns will help to realise this Objective.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills base
whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural.

Ø
No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate
in and contribute to decisions that affect their

neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and
water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

++

The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+
Character and quality should be enhanced.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity. Ø No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the population
and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments.

+
A small element of affordable housing could be

provided as part of redevelopment.

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
++

Separate proposals associated with redevelopment

will directly contribute to crime reduction.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is
not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

+

Re-use of vacant land and buildings will help to

promote the sustainability performance of the

District Centres.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from

renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Redevelopment proposals which enhance the design and function of District Centres are likely to have a range of positive effects,
direct and indirect, on the sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to

these sustainable retail locations.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

District Centres Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Redevelop and regenerate all District Centres built during the New Town era, providing for the needs of the existing and

the likely future local communities
Option 2 - Expand the boundaries of the District Centres to enhance the local retail offer and other services and facilities
Option 3 - Continue to protect the allocated District Centres and retain the current boundaries
Option 4 - Allocate new District Centres where necessary
Option 5 - Encourage District Centres as community focal points with distinctive design and architecture encouraged for each

Centre
Option 6 - Set a limit in the number of hot food takeaways in each District Centre so that it continues to perform its role and

function to provide variety and choice to communities
Option 7 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 8 - Develop Public Toilets
Option 9 Enclose Matchborough District Centre
Option 10 Improve landscaping around the church at Matchborough Centre
Option 11 redesign access and overflow car parks
Option 12 District Centre to provide day to day needs, supported by a limited range of other shops and non retail services serving

their local communities;
Option 13 - Appropriate for environmental enhancements.
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Policy 35 Health of District Centres

District Centres are primarily designed to fulfil a retailing role. Significant groupings of non-retail uses can be detrimental to the role
of a District Centre.

Proposals for new or a change of use to Class A5 Uses in District Centres will only be permitted where it will not result in the overall
proportion of A5 uses exceeding 25% of the total percentage of units within that Centre. Where this figure has been exceeded
already in some District Centres, new proposals will be resisted. To ensure that retailing needs of communities is maintained, A5
uses within parades of shops will only be considered where the intensity of the non-retail uses has not become too great and
where there are no negative effects on the environment.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
+

The attractiveness of centres should be improved,

resulting in more sustainable travel patterns

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+
Character and quality should be enhanced

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Maintenance and enhancement of centres following

the policy should contribute to crime reduction

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

+

The appearance and viability of Centres should

improve as a result of the policy

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of centres is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the
sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to these sustainable retail
locations.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

District Centres Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Set a limit in the number of hot food takeaways in each District Centre so that it continues to perform its role and
function to provide variety and choice to communities

Option 2 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 3 Have a range of limits for district centre uses
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Policy 36 Historic Environment

Designated heritage assets including listed buildings, structures and their settings; conservation areas; and scheduled ancient

monuments, will be given the highest level of protection and should be conserved and enhanced. Non-designated heritage assets,
nationally important archaeological remains and locally listed heritage assets, and their settings will also need to be conserved and

enhanced in a manner appropriate to their significance and contribution to the historic environment.

Heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and those at risk should be protected. The sensitive adaptive re-use of buildings at
risk will be encouraged where they may secure the future of a heritage asset. Proposals that will lead to substantial harm to or loss
of significant heritage assets will not be permitted. Where there is to be a loss of a heritage asset that has been agreed, developers
are required to record, archive and make information about the asset publicly accessible.

Heritage-led regeneration will be encouraged, particularly when related to the Town Centre Strategic Site, but also at any other site
of historic value. Proposals which aim to realise the leisure and tourism potential of the historic environment will be also
encouraged where these will result in enhancements to heritage assets and/ or enhancement of the wider historic environment.

Applications for development affecting any heritage asset or its setting must be accompanied by a heritage statement. The level of
detail should be proportionate to the significance of the heritage asset and the likely level of impact. Where a development site
includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, developers must submit an appropriate desk-
based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation. Where appropriate, development proposals will be expected to have
regard to the Historic Environment Assessment for Redditch Borough.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

Ø
No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

+

Makes an important contribution to the attractiveness

of the Town Centre and District Centres.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Significant opportunity to conserve and enhance
assets

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

+
Contribution to identity for residents.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance

existing assets

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
?

Potential to compromise appearance?

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The protection and enhancement of the historic environment has a range of positive sustainability effects, contributing to the

attractiveness and t ve cumulative and synergistic effects can be
anticipated.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Include a policy in the Local Plan preserving and enhancing Historic Buildings and Structures
Option 2 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing
Option 3 Rely on Generic/Strategic Historic Environment Policy
Option 4 Include a policy controlling the change of use, extension, alteration and demolition of listed/historic buildings
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Policy 37 Historic Buildings and Structures

Built heritage is key to preserving the distinct local identity of the Borough and all historic buildings and structures should be
conserved and enhanced in a manner appropriate to their significance. The Borough Council will conserve and enhance its historic
buildings and structures by:

i. Supporting applications for development that conserve and enhance a building/structure, its setting and any features of
special architectural or historic interest;

ii. Supporting heritage-led regeneration in the Town Centre that enhances the existing historic environment through high
quality development that is sensitive to its context;

iii. based industries, particularly needle making and its
contribution to the development of the Borough. Buil
heritage have been given the highest level of protection and where there are opportunities to better reveal their
significance, proposals will be expected to do so;

iv. Encouraging use of the Worcestershire Farmsteads Guidance where proposals relate to a
v. Historic Farmstead;
vi. Working with owners of historic buildings and structures to increase understanding of the heritage asset and where

appropriate provide support in developing proposals that are sensitive to the historic building or structure; and
vii. Maintaining a Schedule of Locally Listed Heritage Assets (the Local List), and encouraging local communities to identify

local features, buildings or structures of historic interest that may be included on the Local List.

The Borough Council will implement strict controls over the use, extension or alteration of a historic building, structure or its
setting. The sensitive adaptive re-use of buildings or structures at risk will be encouraged, particularly where they may secure the
future of a heritage asset.

Applications for development that will harm or result in the loss of a historic building or structure will not be permitted unless there
is a clear and convincing justification demonstrating that the harm or loss is necessary to deliver substantial public benefits that
cannot be achieved through an alternative design or location or that all of the criteria in paragraph 133 of the National Planning
Policy Framework have been met.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

Ø
No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Makes an important contribution to the attractiveness
of the Borough.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Significant opportunity to conserve and enhance
assets

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

+
Contribution to identity for residents and visitors.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance
existing assets.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
?

Potential to compromise appearance?

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The protection and enhancement of historic buildings and structures has a range of positive sustainability effects, contributing to a

anticipated.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Include a policy in the Local Plan preserving and enhancing Historic Buildings and Structures
Option 2 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing
Option 3 Rely on Generic/Strategic Historic Environment Policy
Option 4 Include a policy controlling the change of use, extension, alteration and demolition of listed/historic buildings
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Policy 38 Conservation Areas

A. Conservation Areas
Proposals for development within Conservation Areas will be required to conserve and enhance the character or appearance of the
area. All development proposals, including extensions and alterations to existing buildings and structures will be expected to:

i. demonstrate a creative design solution, specific to the site in question and the use to be accommodated;
ii. ensure the siting of any development respects the pattern of buildings, historic layout, existing open spaces, trees and

boundary treatments;
iii. demonstrate attention to the proportion, form, massing and scale of the development and buildings that surround it;
iv. demonstrate attention to the quality, sourcing and application of materials, finishes and detail, reflecting but not

necessarily copying the elements of existing buildings within the area; and
v. ensure that views into or out of a Conservation Area are protected and enhanced.

Proposals which ensure the sensitive adaptive reuse of vacant buildings or encourage investment into the area, particularly in the
Church Green Conservation Area will be looked at more favourably.

Where trees contribute to the character or appearance of Conservation Areas then their preservation and protection will be
sought. The Borough Council will not allow the loss of trees of high amenity value or the felling or other works to a tree which
would detract from its contribution to the character or appearance of the area.

Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive contribution to the significance of a Conservation Area will not be
permitted. Where a loss of a heritage asset has been agreed, developers are required to record, archive and make information
about the asset publicly accessible.

B. Church Green Conservation Area
The Borough Council will conserve and enhance Church Green Conservation Area by:

i. Recognising the importance of Church Green as focal point for the Town and as a key civic space;
ii.

iii. Supporting high quality schemes on sites that currently detract from or make a negative contribution to the area;
iv. Supporting heritage-led regeneration in line with Policy 31 Regeneration for the Town Centre and the Redditch Town

Centre Strategy;
v. Continuing with improvements to the public realm through new signage, lighting and street furniture;
vi. Prote

Green Infrastructure Network; and
vii. Supporting applications for shopfronts, signage and other advertisements which are of a sympathetic design that is

complementary to the shopfront, building and its historic context.

Development proposals should have regard to the Church Green Character Appraisal Management Plan and The Redditch Town
Centre Strategy.

C. Feckenham Conservation Area
The Borough Council will conserve and enhance the Feckenham Conservation Area by supporting proposals which complement and
improve the existing character and appearance of the area.

Development proposals should have regard to the Feckenham Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Plan.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

Ø
No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship



187

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Makes an important contribution to the character of
the Town Centre and lower tier centres,

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Significant opportunity to conserve and enhance
assets

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

+
Contribution to identity for residents and visitors.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Opportunities to implement crime reduction

measures.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance

existing assets

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

?
Potential to compromise appearance?
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Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

ng to

a positive image, the vitality of centres and the
anticipated.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Include a policy in the Local Plan which aims to ensure any development will preserve or enhance the character or
appearance of the Conservation Area
Option 2 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing
Option 3 Rely on Generic/Strategic Historic Environment Policy
Option 4 To have a policy just referencing the Conservation Area Management plans
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Policy 39 Built Environment

All development in the Borough should contribute positively to the local character of the area, responding to and integrating with
the distinctive features of the surrounding environment, particularly if located within a historic setting.

All development proposals should:
i. seek to optimise the potential of the site to accommodate sustainable development through making the most efficient

use of the space available;
ii. be innovative and resilient to the effects of climate change, whilst also protecting and enhancing locally distinctive and

historic features to improve the character and quality of the local environment;
iii. incorporate features of the natural environment including Green Infrastructure into the design to preserve and continue

unique landscape features;

is
related to an approval for a permanent building. The Borough Council will not look favourably on applications for renewal of
temporary permissions.

Areas should be designed to ensure they make places better for people and proposals have demonstrated that community views
have been taken into account in the design of the development.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

++
Significant opportunities to anticipate climate change

through tree planting, for example

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

+
Opportunities to use good design to encourage more
walking and cycling

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

+

Opportunities to encourage a sense of belonging and
participation where change in the built environment is

planned

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

++

Significant opportunities to anticipate climate change

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Significant opportunities to enhance character where
appropriate and thereby contribute to vitality and
viability
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance
character where appropriate

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. +

Opportunities to conserve and enhance biodiversity
where appropriate, making the built environment
more wildlife friendly

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++
Significant opportunities to enhance sense of
belonging and hence well-being

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. +

Opportunities to reduce crime and antisocial
behaviour through appropriate design and

implementation

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance

character where appropriate

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

+

Opportunities to make best use of previously

developed land

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

+
Opportunities to introduce innovative schemes which
employ renewables

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Attention on the quality of the built environment will have positive implications for a wide range of sustainability objectives,

including economic vitality and sense of well-being amongst residents. The connections between good design and individual facets
of sustainability can be subtle, but cumulatively, the impacts can be significant.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Set out a criteria based policy which aims to ensure locally distinctive and historic features are protected and enhanced
Option 2 - Have a policy encouraging the efficient use of land
Option 3
Option 4 Have a policy which links to Green Infrastructure
Option 5 Have a policy requiring applicants to demonstrate their proposal makes the area a better place for local people and they
have taken into account the views of the community in the design of their development
Option 6 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing
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Policy 40 High Quality Design and Safer Communities

Good design should contribute positively to making the Borough a better place to live, work and visit. All development, including
proposals for individual buildings, public and private spaces and wider development schemes will be expected to:

i. be of a high quality design that reflects or complements the local surroundings and materials;
ii. be of an appropriate siting and layout with distinctive corner buildings, landmarks, gateways and focal points at key

junctions and other important locations;
iii. protect and enhance key vistas to create visual links between places in the Borough;
iv. include where appropriate, public art that is well designed, takes into account the risk of crime, is integrated within the

overall design and layout of the development, located where it can be easily observed, improves public outdoor space
and legibility and creates landmarks;

v. aid movement by ensuring all developments areas benefit from accessibility, connectivity, permeability and legibility,
particularly aiding sustainable modes of movement such as walking, cycling and access to public transport;

vi.

vii. provide appropriate space for waste and recycling to minimise any adverse visual impact on the property or the street-
scene

viii. igning for

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

++
Opportunities to respond to the use of the waste

management hierarchy.

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

++
Contribution to increasing the role  development in
promoting sustainable travel

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected

and enhanced
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

+
Contribution to local identity and sense of belonging

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

++
Positive design should contribute to crime reduction

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Locational criteria and good design should ensure that

sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
There are a range of positive sustainability implications associated with this policy, particularly in respect of the opportunities to

enhance the character and appearance of the Borough through the design of new development. Good design is an important
foundation for working towards more sustainable outcomes through local distinctiveness and identity.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Have a policy which states that developments must incorporate where appropriate, counter-terrorism measures
Option 2 - Have a policy which formulates a check-list style approach detailing specific counter-terrorism measures appropriate

developments must include
Option 3 - Increase consultation with those with knowledge on designing to prevent terrorism, on applications likely to have a

terrorism risk
Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 5 - Consider the design and integration of open space
Option 6
Option 7 Promote accessibility focusing on walking and cycling
Option 8 Promoting gateways at key locations
Option 9 Protect and enhance locally distinctive and historic features
Option 10 Protect and enhance key vistas
Option 11 Include public art to enhance legibility
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Option 12
Option 13 - Progress a policy on tall buildings



194

Policy 41 Shopfronts and Shopfront Security

The Borough Council will grant permission for new, replacement or altered shopfronts providing:
i. that, if the existing shopfront has a design that makes a material contribution to the street scene, it is not capable of

repair;
ii. its design would be sympathetic in size, architectural style, proportion, material and detailing to the building upon

which it would be fitted;
iii. that, ground floor uses have an active frontage; and
iv. it would not detract from the character or appearance of the street or area as a whole.

The Borough Council supports shopfront security measures that are integral to the design of the shopfront, therefore external
roller shutters should be used in exceptional circumstances. In considering proposals for the installation of shopfront security
measures, the Borough Council will apply the principles and standards set o

Where shopfront security measures are proposed for Historic Buildings or within Conservation Areas, these will only be considered
acceptable where they serve to conserve or enhance the special historic or architectural character of the building or its setting.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
Ø

No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Locational criteria and good design should ensure that

sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Locational criteria and good design should ensure that

sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

++
Positive design for shop fronts should contribute to

crime reduction

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Locational criteria and good design should ensure that

sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
Whilst there are a small number of sustainability implications associated with this policy these are likely to be very positive in their
effects, contributing to the enhancement of the character but also security of Centres.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Include a policy that discourages the use of roller shutters
Option 2 - Include a policy covering shopfronts and shopfront security on listed buildings, or for buildings located within a
Conservation Area
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 4 - Leave detail for SPD/Rely on SPD
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Policy 42 Advertisements

In assessing proposals for advertisements, the Borough Council will require that:
i. they are of a scale and character appropriate to the building or site upon which they are to be located and with that of

the surrounding buildings;
ii. they are of materials and illumination appropriate to the style and age of the building and its setting;

iii. they would not adversely affect the street scene, taking into account the cumulative impact of advertisements;
iv. they would not impede natural surveillance, be an obstruction security to surveillance cameras; and
v. they would not be likely to endanger highway safety;

In addition to these criteria, applications for advertisements affecting historic buildings, their setting or for buildings located within
a Conservation Area should consider the significance of the building, be of a traditional design and in a style sympathetic to the
building and its historic context.

All advertisements should be well maintained and kept in a good condition so as not to detract from the area.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
Ø

No direct relationship

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

Ø

No direct relationship

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Locational criteria and good design should ensure that

sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

+
Contribution to health through not endangering
highway safety.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Contribution to crime reduction through not

obstructing surveillance cameras.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Locational criteria and good design should ensure that

sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Whilst there are a small number of sustainability implications associated with this policy these are likely to be very positive in their
effects, contributing to the enhancement of the character of Centres through sensitive design measures.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Include a policy that covers a wide range of advertisements
Option 2 - Include a policy covering advertisements affecting listed buildings, their setting or for buildings located within a
Conservation Area
Option 3 - Rely on National Planning Policy, Advert Regulations and CLG Guidance on outdoor advertisements and signs (Equivalent
to Business as Usual / Do nothing)
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Policy 43 Leisure, Tourism and the Abbey Stadium

A. Leisure, tourism and culture
Leisure, tourism and culture proposals, including new build, extensions or additions to existing facilities will be promoted and
supported where:

i. the proposal is located in places that are sustainable and accessible by a choice of transport modes, principally Redditch
Town Centre and/or where additional visitor numbers can be accommodated without detriment to the local economy
and environment; and

ii. they support sustainable tourism or leisure developments and benefit the economy of the Borough and enhance
community facilities.

Consideration should also be given to the potential of the natural environment, including Public Rights of Way and water corridors
to provide opportunities for leisure and recreation activities, whilst ensuring that this does not place undue pressure on the natural
environment. All proposals should contribute positively to the Green Infrastructure network of the Borough.

The Borough Council realises the potential for the historic environment to provide opportunities for leisure and tourism and
proposals for such will be encouraged, particularly where they result in the enhancement of a heritage asset.

B. Abbey Stadium
The Borough Council will safeguard land within the curtilage and land adjacent to the Abbey Stadium Complex for development
which is for leisure and leisure-related uses.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

+
Proper siting and type of facilities should contribute to
securing this objective

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

Ø

No direct relationship

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Proper siting and type of facilities should contribute to
securing this objective
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

+
Sensitive implementation should protect and enhance
these resource, particularly in semi-rural areas

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

+
Sensitive implementation should protect and enhance
these resource, particularly in semi-rural areas

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++
Provision of opportunities to help improve health and

well-being

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

+
Opportunities for employment and training.

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

+
Opportunities to reduce criminal behaviour through

provision of positive activities.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

Ø

No direct relationship

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Provision of reasonable leisure opportunities of various kinds in appropriate locations will help to achieve sustainable development

in a number of respects, although particularly careful attention will need to be paid to their type and siting to ensure maximum

benefits are secured in respect of equality of access, for example. There are likely to be direct secondary and cumulative effects in
respect of health and well-being.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Support existing tourist attractions (i.e. Arrow Valley Park, Forge Mill Needle Museum) and encourage new visitor
attractions

Option 2 - Improve conference facilities
Option 3 - Increase the quality and quantity of tourist accommodation
Option 4 - Attract retail tourism to the Town Centre
Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 6 - Resist the loss of existing facilities unless it can be demonstrated that the facility is no longer needed or the services

provided by the facility can be served in an alternative location
Option 7 In the future development of the Abbey Stadium area consider the sensitivity of some of the environmental features

including the need to protect and enhance associated ecological habits and historic landscape within the park and
surrounding area

Option 8 Ensure full consideration given to all infrastructure required to support future development in Abbey Stadium area
Option 9 Improve links to Public Rights of Way to increase opportunities for recreation
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Option 10 Consider the potential of the natural environment to provide recreational opportunities, whilst ensuring this does not
place undue pressure on designated areas
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Policy 44 Health Facilities

Support will be given to the principle of the provision of new or improved primary health care and related activities. These health
facilities, should be located where they are accessible and ideally within Redditch Town Centre or the District Centres in accordance
with Policy 30 Town Centre and Retail Hierarchy. Alternatively, health-related development can be located within the curtilage of
the Alexandra Hospital.

The Borough Council will continue to safeguard land within the curtilage of the Alexandra Hospital for development which is
intended for genuine health-related purposes. Strategic Site Policy 47 Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital sets the requirements
for a mixed used development which aims to assist in the delivery of the Local Plan Vision and Objectives. The policy takes account
of the need to be sensitive to the functioning of the hospital and also the need to set aside land in the curtilage of the hospital for
health related facilities.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

++
Facilities developed in accordance with the town and
district hierarchy

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging

pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

Ø
No direct relationship

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

+

This should be positive as long as there is attention to

the location of facilities.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

++

Location will pay heed to accessibility of all residents,

both as part of good planning and in accordance with
health provision.

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

Ø
No direct relationship

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

++
Well-located facilities will help to ensure equitable

access and hence health improvement.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. Ø

No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

Ø

No direct relationship

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated

from renewable energy and low carbon sources.
Ø

No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
The focus of the policy is on the provision of appropriate health care in town centre and district centre locations which will secure a
range of sustainability benefits principally health and well-being and accessibility. No cumulative or synergistic effects identified.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated

in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Within the curtilage of the Alexandra Hospital
Option 2 - Town Centre
Option 3 - District Centres
Option 4 - In areas currently furthest away from a GP surgery
Option 5 - Within new developments
Option 6 - Business as usual/ Do nothing
Option 7 - A locational strategy should be developed for the provision of health facilities in accordance with areas of identified
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Policy 45 Cemeteries

The Council will continue to ensure that there is sufficient cemetery land to meet the needs of the Borough. In order to do so, it will
be necessary to identify a new cemetery site within the Plan period. Ideally the identified site should meet all the following criteria.
The site should be:

i. at least 1.7ha in size;
ii. easily accessible by a range of transport modes including public transport;

iii. located in an area where a tranquil setting for the cemetery can be achieved with appropriate mitigating measures if
necessary;

iv. in an area that is not currently prone or likely to become prone to water logging. Burials shall take place within the
unsaturated zone (between the land surface and the water table) and not within a minimum distance of: 250 metres of
any potable supply (including wells and boreholes); 30 metres from any surface watercourse, spring or pond; and 10
metres of any field drain;

v. supported by an appropriate risk assessment to demonstrate that there is no adverse risk of pollution to controlled
waters including domestic water supplies, or includes appropriate measures, including monitoring (where necessary) to
prevent the risk;

vi. as near as possible to mains drainage and to other services such as water and electricity; and
vii. in an area with appropriate surrounding screening and landscaping for a cemetery or where this can be achieved.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

Ø
No direct relationship

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

Ø
No direct relationship

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more

sustainable travel patterns.
+

Location should serve the whole community and be

reasonably accessible by public transport.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

Ø

No direct relationship

5. To provide opportunities for communities to

participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

Ø

No direct relationship

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

+
Potential pollution can be identified as part of the
planning process

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

++

Through proper siting of the facility

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

Ø

No direct relationship

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

++
Opportunities to enhance a locality through good

design
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Ø
No direct relationship

12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

Ø
No direct relationship

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

Ø
No direct relationship

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

Ø
No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

Ø
No direct relationship

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

++

Through good design, opportunities to enhance

setting.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

Ø

No direct relationship

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

Ø
No direct relationship

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Careful site selection will ensure maximising positive effects in respect of travel reduction and landscape impacts, for example,
whilst minimising potential negative effects such as flood risk. No cumulative or synergistic effects identified.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 - Develop a policy with criteria for a new cemetery site
Option 2 - Do nothing
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Policy 46 Brockhill East

A Strategic Site at Brockhill East is appropriate for a high quality mixed use development comprising around 1,0001,025 dwellings,
employment (8.45ha) and relevant community facilities and services including, a District Centre (including convenience retail store),
a first school and a sustainable public transport network.

Development of the Brockhill East Strategic Site should ensure that the following principles are applied:
Development type

i.
ii. serviced employment land to be delivered concurrently in Phase Two to match housing delivery within the strategic site.

Employment land must be actively marketed;
iii. the type of employment uses must provide an appropriate and sympathetic buffer between existing employment uses to

the south of the site and future neighbourhood development to the north;
iv. deliver a District Centre of a high quality design, avoiding design flaws that contribute to a feeling of being unsafe which

meets local convenience needs;
v. deliver a school capable of use as a community facility, including playing pitches;
vi. the inclusion of a portion of mixed use live-work units would be considered favourably in this location;

Design and the environment
vii. the whole Strategic Site must be designed to successfully integrate with the existing Brockhill area. Its design must be

appropriate to allow a natural extension to the urban area, and use the sites features to improve the character and
quality of the area and the way it functions;

viii. development must respect and be sympathetic to the topography of the site, in particular design consideration should be
given to the steeper slopes with no development on prominent ridge lines and any excessive remodelling of land avoided;

ix. green infrastructure must be provided based on the needs identified in the Green Infrastructure Concept Statement for
Brockhill East, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD), landscaped areas, the utilisation of the
Red Ditch and/or new balancing areas for biodiversity opportunities;

x. the quality, diversity and distinctiveness of the landscape character and important natural, man-made and historic
features must be conserved, enhanced and where necessary, restored;

xi. landscaping should be reflective of the Wooded Estateland landscape type, with sensitive landscape treatment being
applied along the site boundaries;

xii. appropriate mitigation measures must be implemented to ensure protection of the natural environment, with benefits
from development to biodiversity captured;

xiii. the Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the
potential for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;

xiv. proposals should consider how they can improve the ecological status of the River Arrow and the Batchley Brook;
xv. proposals should demonstrate that there is no adverse risk of pollution to controlled waters through the submission of an

appropriate risk assessment and if necessary, a site investigation and mitigation scheme;
Infrastructure

xvi. the Strategic Site must be accessible by a choice of modes of sustainable transport. Investment in necessary transport
infrastructure, service improvements and Smarter Choices measures should be delivered, including facilitating
appropriate pedestrian connectivity;

xvii. a link road from Brockhill Drive (B4184) to Weights Lane should be implemented which incorporates any necessary
environmental improvements;

xviii. a Transport Assessment must be provided which demonstrates how the implications of the development will be
mitigated against, also detailing the safe access and egress arrangements into the site;

xix. enable the access roundabout that could facilitate the delivery of Bordesley Bypass;
xx. flood risk measures must be informed by a site specific flood risk assessment and flood modelling will be required, with

all mitigation measures fully implemented and no development taking place within 8m of the watercourse;
xxi. appropriate SuDS systems to attenuate and balance any surface water runoff must be incorporated and balancing areas

implemented to adequate safety standards; and
xxii. drainage system upgrades identified in the Water Cycle Strategy must be in place to enable development;

xxiii. drainage proposals for the site should include appropriate pollution prevention measures to avoid risks to controlled
waters.

The first phase of this Strategic Site development is expected to be delivered within 5 years following Local Plan adoption. The
remainder of the Strategic Site will be expected to be delivered within 10 years following Local Plan adoption.

Planning permission will not be granted for any scheme which would restrict the delivery of the entire Strategic Site, or the
achievement of the development principles.

All aspects of the Brockhill East Strategic Site delivery must be in accordance with other policies and proposals contained within this
Local Plan.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

++
Opportunities for innovative waste
management

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

0
CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities
for mitigation through green infrastructure
and sustainable travel

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. ++

Reasonably well related to the urban area
and large enough to promote self-
containment.

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

++ and commercial development on site.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and

contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality

of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local

community.

+

Opportunity for the development of a

community focus for a development of this

scale.

6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

++
Opportunity to design for environmentally-
friendly technologies

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

++
Opportunity to implement high design
standards

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

+
Some flood risk but opportunity for a

design solution.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

++

Development will contribute to the
support of existing services

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality.

+
Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.
+

Green infrastructure incorporated as part

of masterplanning

12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. ++

Proximity to existing services and

masterplanning for green infrastructure

and sustainable transport provision.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

++
Mixed tenure

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. + Potential for education and skills training

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
++

Opportunity to implement high design

standards

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

++
Opportunity to implement high design
standards.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

+

Acknowledged impact on greenfield land
but opportunities to enhance aspects of

site character through green infrastructure.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources.

++
Opportunities to design for energy
efficiency

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development adjacent to the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and

housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. A well-designed urban extension could help to provide both a range of
housing, basic service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure. The scale

of this mixed use development provides opportunities for masterplanning to incorporate features which mitigate the loss of
greenfield land and promote sustainability through self-containment, the development of sustainable transport infrastructure and

the provision of green infrastructure to enhance biodiversity and landscape character. The scale of the development should prompt
consideration of innovation in waste management and renewable energy generation. Provision of a local centre and a new school

relative proximity of the site to existing service and employment

provision. There are possible cumulative impacts are associated with landscape, CO2 emissions and noise given the scale of the
development, but these can be mitigated to a certain extent through masterplanning which makes good use of the potential of

green infrastructure to contribute to landscape character, and the provision of sustainable transport modes which will help temper
the use of the private car.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Locality and northern fringe of
Redditch

Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and Green Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of
employment development
Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only) for 625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment development only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030
Option 5 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation
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Policy 47 Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital

A Strategic Site at land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital is appropriate for delivery of a mixed use development. To deliver a
sustainable development with the successful combination of employment and residential uses, the Strategic Site must ensure that
the following principles are applied:

Development type
i. incorporate a minimum of 5000 sqm (approximately 1.85 ha) of B1 office development or employment development that

is medical related;
ii. incorporate housing (a minimum of 145 dwellings);

Design and the environment
iii. ensure design of the site is appropriate to its surroundings, with regard to the openness and landscape and the

requirement to be sensitive to the use of the hospital facility. The design must create a central sense of place, which
ensures legibility and successful function;

iv. ensure the design respects the natural features of the site, including the lowland meadow, the UK Biodiversity Action Plan

proximity to the Rough Hill & Wire Hill Woods SSSI;
v. incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), particularly to the south of the site. Opportunities exist to achieve the

SuDS requirements of this Plan alongside other Green Infrastructure and landscaping benefits;
vi. increase tree planting at the edges of the site to extend the tree belts, in accordance with the

vii. conduct an Ecological Assessment and implement any necessary mitigation measures;

viii. green infrastructure must be provided, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD), landscaped
areas, and new balancing areas for biodiversity opportunities;

ix. proposals should demonstrate that there is no adverse risk of pollution to controlled waters through the submission of an
appropriate risk assessment and if necessary, a site investigation and mitigation scheme;

The Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the potential
for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;

Infrastructure
x. ensure appropriate waste water treatment infrastructure is in place to support development;

xi. develop the site sequentially to direct development to areas of the site at lowest flood risk and submit a site-specific
Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) which assesses the watercourse to the south of the site,, and drainage impact assessment;

xii. complete a detailed Transport Assessment (incorporating traffic modelling) to assess any impacts and implement all
mitigation measures that may be required;

xiii. assess the cumulative impacts of development of the site on transport infrastructure with solutions delivered in line with
the policies in this Plan, in particular footpaths and cycleways to connect the site to Redditch Town and the transport
interchange at the front of the hospital; and xiv. incorporate any necessary infrastructure identified for the effective
delivery of the site; and

xiv. drainage proposals for the site should include appropriate pollution prevention measures to avoid risks to controlled
waters.

Land immediately south of the Alexandra Hospital is not included within the Strategic Site boundary and will be safeguarded for
health related purposes, this should be considered when formulating proposals for the Strategic Site.

This Strategic Site is expected to be delivered 6-10within 5 years following Local Plan adoption. The Borough Council will issue
further strategic planning guidance in order to guide and accelerate the sustainable delivery of this Strategic Site.

Planning permission will not be granted for any scheme which would restrict the delivery of the entire Strategic Site, or the
achievement of the development principles.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

++
Opportunities for innovative waste
management

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

0
CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities
for mitigation through green infrastructure
and sustainable travel
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns.

++
Well related to the urban area

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

++ and commercial development on site.

5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and

contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

Ø

No direct relationship

6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

+
Opportunity to design for environmentally-
friendly technologies

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

++
Opportunity to implement high design

standards

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

+
Some flood risk but opportunity for a
design solution.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

++

Development will contribute to the
support of existing services

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality.

+
Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.
+

Green infrastructure incorporated as part

of masterplanning

12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health.

+
Proximity to existing services.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

++
Mixed tenure

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. Ø No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
++

Opportunity to implement high design
standards

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

++
Opportunity to implement high design
standards.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

++

Acknowledged impact on greenfield land

but opportunities to enhance aspects of
site character through green infrastructure.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from

renewable energy and low carbon sources.
++

Opportunities to design for energy

efficiency
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Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the

concentration of development adjacent to the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and
housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. The proposed mixed use development is very well related to the

existing urban area and as such will secure a wide range of sustainability objectives by virtue of its location and good

masterplanning which will help to integrate the development into the existing built-up area, particularly in respect of the
connectivity of footpaths and cycleways to encourage sustainable travel. Innovation in waste management and renewable energy

generation could be encouraged. Impacts on landscape can be readily mitigated given the size and location of the site. No
cumulative or synergistic effects have been identified.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Locality Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Development of the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha and 145 dwellings
Option 2 Development of the Strategic Site for 200 dwellings only
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of employment development only
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Policy 48 Webheath Strategic Site

A Strategic Site at Webheath is appropriate for a high quality development comprising around 400 - 600 dwellings.

Delivery of this Strategic Site is best achieved in two phases; the first phase of this site should deliver 200 dwellings and is expected
to be delivered within 5 years following Local Plan adoption. The second phase of this site should deliver 200 400 dwellings
comprehensively to make the best use of the land available. This phase is likely to contribute towards the long term housing
requirement and therefore is unlikely to be delivered within 10 years following Local Plan adoption.

Any proposals must not individually or cumulatively jeopardise the future use of any other part of the site or the achievement of
the development principles.

Development of the Webheath Strategic Site should ensure that the following principles are applied:
Development type

i. incorporate a mix of housing types including housing which meets the needs of the ageing population. The provision of
bungalows and / or 1 bedroom flats/maisonettes that meet Lifetime Homes Standards would be welcomed in this area;

Design and the environment
ii. the design of this site must be of a high quality and appropriate to its surroundings, taking all opportunities available to

improve the character and quality of the Webheath area and the way it functions;
iii. the open character of the site and special features of the landscape should be retained through sympathetic design and

through ensuring open space is integral to the design;
iv. legibility and a central sense of place should be provided through good design, with views from and into the site

incorporated and maximised;
v. topography of the site should be respected with any excessive remodelling of the land avoided wherever possible;
vi. green infrastructure must be provided based on the needs identified in the Green Infrastructure Concept Statement for

Webheath, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD);
vii. planting and landscaping must be incorporated (informed by a Hedgerow Assessment), to enhance the ecological and

woodland features of the site, including the unnamed watercourse and trees to capture all benefits for biodiversity;
viii. submission of an ecological survey and an archaeological survey to be approved by the Borough Council;

ix. proposals should consider how they can improve the ecological status of the Bow Brook;
x. The Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the

potential for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;
xi. development proposals should address contamination associated with any previous uses on the site, including the

disused sewage works, through the submission of an appropriate risk assessment and if necessary, a site investigation
and mitigation scheme;

Infrastructure
xii. the Strategic Site must be accessible by a choice of modes of transport, particularly sustainable transport. Investment

informed by a Transport Assessment is required for necessary transport infrastructure, safe access, service improvements
and Smarter Choices measures should be delivered;

xiii. pedestrian links should be provided between the site and the Green Belt area to the west for recreational purposes, and
also to the existing Webheath area to the north. Cycle and pedestrian links should be provided to link into existing cycle
and footpath networks to Redditch Town Centre and where public rights of way exist these should be incorporated into
any design proposals;

xiv. biodiversity enhancements should be provided along transport routes such as SuDS schemes;
xv. any necessary measures to mitigate flood risk are to be implemented and flood modelling will be required, which must be

outlined in a site specific Flood Risk Assessment. Development will only be permitted in Flood Zone 1;
xvi. drainage syste

development acceptable. This includes upsizing of local sewers and an appropriate solution to dealing with waste water;
xvii. appropriate SuDS systems to attenuate and balance any surface water runoff must be incorporated;
xviii. infrastructure deficits arising from the cumulative impact of the site being developed should be provided through

financial contributions, implemented early on in developing the site or, where appropriate future proofed to allow their
delivery at a later stage; and

Boundaries
xix. a defensible Green Belt boundary must be maintained or where appropriate enhanced at the south and west of the site,

along the existing Green Belt boundary outlined on the Policies Map.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

++
Opportunities for innovative waste
management

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

0
CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities

for mitigation through green infrastructure

and sustainable travel
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns.

++
Accessible by a choice of transport modes

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

+

5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and

contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

+

Potential for links to existing community

and provision of on-site facilities

6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

+
Opportunity to design for environmentally-
friendly technologies

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

++
Opportunity to implement high design

standards

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

+
Some flood risk but opportunity for a
design solution.

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

++

Development will contribute to the
support of existing services

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality.

+
Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.
+

Green infrastructure incorporated as part

of masterplanning

12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health.

++
Walking and cycling infrastructure as part

of masterplanning.

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

++
Mixed tenure

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. Ø No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
++

Opportunity to implement high design
standards

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

++
Opportunity to implement high design

standards

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

+

Acknowledged impact on greenfield land

but opportunities to enhance aspects of
site character through green infrastructure.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources.

++
Opportunities to design for energy
efficiency
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Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the

concentration of development adjacent to the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and
housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. Whilst development will involve the loss of greenfield land, there are

significant positive effects associated with masterplanning opportunities to enhance the green infrastructure resource, promote

sustainable transport and mitigate impacts on landscape. The quality of masterplanning of the site will be particularly important in
securing a good transition from town to countryside and integrating the development with the existing urban area, particularly

through the provision and enhancement of footpaths and cycleways. Development should make a contribution to the viability of
local service provision, and design for innovation in waste management and renewable energy provision. There are possible

cumulative effects associated with development to the north of site, particularly at construction stage, but these can be planned
for.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

Locality Permanent and short to long term

Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings
Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment development only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030
Option 4 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation
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Policy 49 Woodrow Strategic Site 2

A Strategic Site at Woodrow is appropriate for residential development incorporating the former Dingleside School, former playing
fields and land to the rear of properties 1-11 Auxerre Avenue. This Strategic Site must ensure that the following will apply to the
development of this site:
Development type

i.
affordable housing provision;

ii. the development will be accessible by a choice of modes of transport, incorporating any necessary infrastructure
improvements and include a pedestrian link between Woodrow North and the linear park and Woodrow District Centre;

iii. the site is in a strategically accessible location where enhanced pedestrian links should be created to Studley Road and
hence services to the Town Centre, creation of linkages between different uses and can thereby create more vibrant
places;

Design and the environment
iv. good design should contribute positively to making this area better for residents. Design must be appropriate in this

context, and take this opportunity to improve the character and quality of the area and the way it functions;
v. this site will promote regeneration to improve the well being of communities, improve facilities, promote high quality and

safe development and create new opportunities for the people living in the communities;
vi. green infrastructure must be provided, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD), landscaped

areas, and new balancing areas for biodiversity opportunities;
vii.

requires on-site provision of open space or contributions to off-site provision;
viii. The Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the

potential for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;
Infrastructure

ix. a pedestrian link to nearby bus stops should be considered particularly connecting to Studley Road, environmental
improvements including green infrastructure should be enhanced along these links;

x. ensure transport infrastructure required to support this site is in place and supported by a Transport Assessment;
xi. the cumulative effects of development on transport infrastructure must be assessed and solutions sought in line with the

policies in this Plan, with particular regard to the cumulative effects of the delivery of this Strategic Site;
xii. ensure that benefits for biodiversity are captured from the development of this site in order to contribute to urban

quality and green space;
xiii. the development will work with and respect the topography of the site and avoid any excessive remodelling of land;
xiv. surface water must be managed sustainably and is not connected to the foul/combined water sewer;
xv. and ensure appropriate waste water treatment infrastructure is in place to support development.

This Strategic site will be required to meet the short term housing requirement (delivery within 5 years after Local Plan adoption).

Planning permission will not be granted for any scheme which would restrict the delivery the entire Strategic Site, or the
achievement of the development principles.

Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

+
Opportunities for waste management

2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

0
CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities
for mitigation through green infrastructure

and sustainable travel

3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns.

++
Accessible by a choice of transport modes

4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

+

5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and

contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local

community.

+

Potential for links to existing community.
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Sustainability Objective Assessment Commentary

6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

+
Opportunity to design for environmentally-
friendly technologies

7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

++
Opportunity to implement high design

standards.

8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

++
Does not contribute to flood risk

9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

++

Development will contribute to the

support of existing services

10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality.

++
Green infrastructure within
masterplanning

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.
++

Green infrastructure within

masterplanning

12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health.

++
Provision of walking and cycling

infrastructure

13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

++
Mixed tenure

14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. Ø No direct relationship

15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
++

Opportunity to implement high design
standards.

16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

++
Opportunity to implement high design
standards.

17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

+

Acknowledged impact on greenfield land

but opportunities to enhance aspects of
site character through green infrastructure.

18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from

renewable energy and low carbon sources.
++

Opportunity to implement high design

standards.

Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):
As a mid-sized development, the site offers opportunities to realise sustainable development through integration with the existing
urban area through walking and cycling routes, along with environmental enhancement through masterplanning. There could also

be opportunities for design innovation in respect of waste management and renewable energy, for example. No cumulative or
synergistic effects have been identified.

Likelihood/certainty: Geographical scale: Permanence and Timing:

Likely to be realised overall,

dependent upon implementation

Locality Permanent and short to long term
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Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Only one option is presented for this Strategic Site as another use would not appropriate in this area of the Borough due to other
constraints.
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 220 dwellings
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Appendix D: Comparative Appraisal of Potential Development

Sites

The appraisal below incorporates all 20 sites within and outside of Redditch that were assessed in the
Housing Growth Development Study42, including the 2014 Housing Growth Development Study (HGDS)
Refresh. This is so that it can be clearly seen how each site compares using Redditch SA methodology. The
NPPG states that SA is an iterative process informing the development of the Local Plan. SA is only one part
of the decision making process. A separate SA has been undertaken in the Housing Growth Development
Study SA Refresh (2014) for all 20 sites43.

This refresh of Appendix C has been informed by previous assessment of Development Strategy of sites
within Redditch, last undertaken in the Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy SA (January 2011), Appendix
E p.277. Relevant context is also contained in the assessment of WYG options which appraised all 20 sites
both within and outside Redditch in the Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy SA (January 2011), Appendix
C p.233.

The sites assessed below include:

Brockhill Strategic Site which consists of former (BORLP3) Area of Development Restraint,
Green Belt within Redditch and extends to the whole of Site 6 in the HGDS;

Webheath Strategic Site which consists of former (BORLP3) Area of Development Restraint and
extends to the whole of Site 3 in the HGDS;

A435 which consists of former (BORLP3) Area of Development Restraint and extends to the
whole of Site 18 in the HGDS;

Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital Strategic Site. This does not overlap with any HGDS
area;

Woodrow Strategic Site. This does not overlap with any HGDS area;

whole of Site 5 in the HGDS.

Each of the other sites in and around Redditch assessed in the WYG studies and HGDS.

The appraisal of alternative sites is presented in two sections:

Pages 219 240: Brockhill Strategic Site (including Site 6), Webheath Strategic Site (including site

3); A435 (including site 18); Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital; Woodrow Strategic Site;

Brockhill West Green Belt (including site 5); sites 1, 2, 3a, 4, 7 and 8

Pages 241 259: Sites 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 20

SA Objective 5 (To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community), does not form part of the following site specific comparative appraisal, as it does not relate
specifically to site appraisal and selection and would therefore add no benefits to inclusion in the site
assessment process. The assessment uses a scale to determine the performance of the sites against the
guide questions, and sums these scores at the end of each section. No one SA objective is weighted above
or below another.

42 Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council (2013) Housing Growth Development Study (HGDS) and
Sustainability Appraisal
43

Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council (November 2014) Addendum to the Housing Growth
Development Study and the Housing Growth Sustainability Appraisal
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	On 17th June 2016 The Inspector issued his proposed Main Modifications to the Plan. SA
Screening of these Modifications was carried out following Examination and found that no
significant environment effects were likely and therefore no further SA is required. This

	Figure
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	subsequently received on 16 December 2016. An SA Post Adoption Statement is available as a
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	Non-Technical Summary

	The Borough of Redditch Local Plan and Sustainability Appraisal

	1. This is a non-technical summary (NTS) of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report accompanying
the Submission Local Plan No.4 (BORLP4) to Examination. The Revised SA addresses issues
identified in relation to the Sustainability Appraisal Refresh (November 2014) and also takes the
opportunity to bring together in a single document material hitherto spread across a number of
contributory documents. The NTS provides an outline of the SA process and key findings,
including how the SA has influenced the evolution of the BORLP4, and meets the requirements
of the SEA Directive and UK guidance on SA and SEA.

	1. This is a non-technical summary (NTS) of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report accompanying
the Submission Local Plan No.4 (BORLP4) to Examination. The Revised SA addresses issues
identified in relation to the Sustainability Appraisal Refresh (November 2014) and also takes the
opportunity to bring together in a single document material hitherto spread across a number of
contributory documents. The NTS provides an outline of the SA process and key findings,
including how the SA has influenced the evolution of the BORLP4, and meets the requirements
of the SEA Directive and UK guidance on SA and SEA.

	2. A SA Report was prepared alongside the proposed submission of BORLP4 of September 2013.
During the Examination Hearing Sessions into the BORLP4 in September 2014, it became
apparent that the format and presentation of previous Sustainability Appraisals did not
proposed spatial strategy in respect of strategic site development Post Hearing
Note paras 4 -11)1.


	3. The format and presentation of the SA has been updated to record

	3. The format and presentation of the SA has been updated to record


	Figure
	Submission and present site selection and development option information. It also ensures all
alternatives have been explicitly tested against other alternatives in the context of the proposed
Submission Local Plan No.4 (see Appendix D) in response to concerns expressed by the
Inspector2. The reasoning for the selected strategy has been detailed further to ensure the
justification is explicit and the process is transparent.

	4. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended) requires Local Planning
Authorities to carry out a SA of relevant planning documents. The BORLP4 will be the first Plan
for Redditch to be adopted under the 2004 Act. The BORLP4 is based on the Vision statement of
the Redditch Sustainable Community Strategy3 and the following associated headline aspirations
for the Borough:

	4. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended) requires Local Planning
Authorities to carry out a SA of relevant planning documents. The BORLP4 will be the first Plan
for Redditch to be adopted under the 2004 Act. The BORLP4 is based on the Vision statement of
the Redditch Sustainable Community Strategy3 and the following associated headline aspirations
for the Borough:

	4. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended) requires Local Planning
Authorities to carry out a SA of relevant planning documents. The BORLP4 will be the first Plan
for Redditch to be adopted under the 2004 Act. The BORLP4 is based on the Vision statement of
the Redditch Sustainable Community Strategy3 and the following associated headline aspirations
for the Borough:

	Sustainable places to live which meet our needs

	Sustainable places to live which meet our needs

	Creating and sustaining a green environment

	Creating a Borough where businesses can thrive

	Improving the vitality and viability of Redditch Town Centre and District Centres

	Creating safe and attractive places to live and work
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	5. of the Sustainable
Community Strategy. The Submission BORLP4 contains 45 policies based around the above
aspirations and 4 policies relating to proposed strategic development sites.

	5. of the Sustainable
Community Strategy. The Submission BORLP4 contains 45 policies based around the above
aspirations and 4 policies relating to proposed strategic development sites.
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	6. A Scoping Report was published for consultation with the designated environmental bodies of
Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency and other bodies with economic
and social responsibilities between 1st October 2007 and 5th November 2007. Comments
received were considered and, where appropriate, amendments to the Scoping Report were
made, and have influenced the production of this SA. In addition, this SA also includes further
comments received from English Heritage regarding the suitability of Brockhill West as a
potential location for development. These comments have informed the appraisal criteria.

	6. A Scoping Report was published for consultation with the designated environmental bodies of
Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency and other bodies with economic
and social responsibilities between 1st October 2007 and 5th November 2007. Comments
received were considered and, where appropriate, amendments to the Scoping Report were
made, and have influenced the production of this SA. In addition, this SA also includes further
comments received from English Heritage regarding the suitability of Brockhill West as a
potential location for development. These comments have informed the appraisal criteria.

	6. A Scoping Report was published for consultation with the designated environmental bodies of
Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency and other bodies with economic
and social responsibilities between 1st October 2007 and 5th November 2007. Comments
received were considered and, where appropriate, amendments to the Scoping Report were
made, and have influenced the production of this SA. In addition, this SA also includes further
comments received from English Heritage regarding the suitability of Brockhill West as a
potential location for development. These comments have informed the appraisal criteria.


	7. The SA Framework was developed during Stage A of the SA process (Scoping Report). The SA
Framework includes 18 Sustainability Objectives which are used to test the sustainability of the
Plan using guide questions, in turn measured by using targets and indicators to monitor
progress.

	7. The SA Framework was developed during Stage A of the SA process (Scoping Report). The SA
Framework includes 18 Sustainability Objectives which are used to test the sustainability of the
Plan using guide questions, in turn measured by using targets and indicators to monitor
progress.

	8. In response to the observations of the Inspector following Examination Hearings4, the SA has
been carried out by officers of Redditch Borough Council, with guidance from AMEC UK Ltd.


	Sustainability characteristics of the BORLP4 area5

	9. The assessment of plans, programmes and policies identified the following issues to be
considered as part of the appraisal process:

	9. The assessment of plans, programmes and policies identified the following issues to be
considered as part of the appraisal process:

	9. The assessment of plans, programmes and policies identified the following issues to be
considered as part of the appraisal process:

	reduce climate change

	reduce climate change

	reduce the need to travel

	conserve cultural heritage

	protect biodiversity

	protect natural resources

	make the most efficient use of land

	safeguard landscape and townscape character

	protect water quality and water resources

	manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy

	promote resource efficiency

	protect the historic environment

	provide high quality design and architecture

	maintain and enhance the vitality and viability of centres

	protect the openness of the green belt

	provide for affordable housing

	protect local services and facilities

	promote the local economy

	maintain the best agricultural land

	ensure that appropriate foul drainage infrastructure (disposal) is available

	protect or enhance water quality and water resources

	reduce and manage flood risk

	prevent crime and fear of crime

	ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

	provide opportunities for communities to participate in, and contribute to, decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in
the local community




	Figure
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	5
Scoping Report 2014 at:

	5
Scoping Report 2014 at:


	-hearing Note, 3rd October 2014

	http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/CD3.9%20Local%20Development%20Framework%20SA%20Scoping%20

	Report%20-%20March%202014%20.pdf
	vi


	raise the skills levels of the workforce

	raise the skills levels of the workforce

	raise the skills levels of the workforce

	promote business diversity


	improve health and well-being and reduce inequalities in health

	10. The baseline and review of other plans has been updated throughout the plan-making process in
order to check that the sustainability issues are current and that the methods of assessment are
relevant.

	How was the BORLP4 assessed?

	11. The Sustainability Appraisal Framework is based around Sustainability Objectives, Questions and
Indicators which address the issues identified above. The full Appraisal Framework is set out in
Appendix A, and summarised below.
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	Material

	Material

	Material

	Assets


	1. To manage waste in accordance with
the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery, disposal

	1. To manage waste in accordance with
the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery, disposal

	1. To manage waste in accordance with
the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery, disposal



	Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into
the Local Plan?

	Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into
the Local Plan?

	Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into
the Local Plan?

	Will it reduce the production of waste and manage waste
in accordance with the waste hierarchy?

	Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?




	Climatic

	Climatic

	Climatic

	Factors


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change



	Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

	Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

	Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

	Does it promote patterns of spatial development that are
adaptable to and suitable for predicted changes in
climate?

	Are there opportunities in the Local Plan to promote
measures to mitigate causes of climate change?




	Population

	Population

	Population

	Climatic

	Factors


	3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable travel
patterns

	3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable travel
patterns

	3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable travel
patterns



	Will it reduce the need to travel?

	Will it reduce the need to travel?

	Will it reduce the need to travel?

	Will it provide opportunities to increase sustainable
modes of travel?

	Does it focus development in existing centres, and make
use of existing infrastructure to reduce the need to travel?
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	Population 
	4. Develop a knowledge-driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the
benefits urban and rural

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven
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benefits urban and rural

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the
benefits urban and rural



	Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

	Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

	Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

	Will it provide opportunities for businesses to develop and
enhance their competitiveness?

	Will it support the shopping hierarchy?

	Will it help to improve skills levels in the workforce?

	Will it support tourism?
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	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community

	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community

	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community



	Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

	Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

	Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

	Does it promote wider community engagement and civic
responsibility?
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	6. Promote and support the
development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives

	6. Promote and support the
development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives

	6. Promote and support the
development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives



	Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally
friendly technologies?

	Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally
friendly technologies?

	Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally
friendly technologies?

	Does it promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact?
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	Does it take account of all types of flooding?

	TD
	TD
	Does it take account of all types of flooding?

	Does it take account of all types of flooding?

	Does it take account of all types of flooding?

	Are there opportunities to reduce the risk of flooding in
existing developed areas in the Local Plan?

	Does it promote Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
where appropriate?




	Soil
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	Human

	Health


	7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water
resources

	7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water
resources

	7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water
resources



	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
quality?
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quality?
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quality?

	Will it improve or maintain air quality?

	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain soil
quality?

	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
resource?




	Climatic
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	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does
not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface
water flooding in all other areas
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not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface
water flooding in all other areas

	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does
not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface
water flooding in all other areas



	Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?

	Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?

	Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?
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	9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the
quality of, and equitable access to,
local services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio - economic status or educational
attainment
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quality of, and equitable access to,
local services and facilities, regardless
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socio - economic status or educational
attainment
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quality of, and equitable access to,
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socio - economic status or educational
attainment



	Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

	Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

	Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

	Will it contribute to rural service provision across the
Borough?

	Will it enhance accessibility to services by public
transport?
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	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality



	Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality?

	Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
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	Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
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and geodiversity 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity 
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	geodiversity?

	Will it protect sites and habitats designated for nature
conservation?

	Will it protect sites and habitats designated for nature
conservation?

	Will it help to achieve targets set out in the Biodiversity
and Geodiversity Action Plans?
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	12. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce
inequalities in health
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	Will it help to improve quality of life for local residents?
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	Does it mitigate against noise pollution?

	Does it mitigate against light pollution?
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	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure
for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments
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pleasant local environments

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure
for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments



	Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable
housing levels within urban and rural areas of the
Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable
housing levels within urban and rural areas of the
Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable
housing levels within urban and rural areas of the
Borough?

	Will it provide affordable housing access to a range of
housing tenures and sizes?

	Does it seek to provide high quality, well-designed
residential environments?
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	Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?

	TD
	TD
	Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?

	Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?

	Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?




	Population 
	Population 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce



	Will it provide opportunities to further develop
educational and attainment facilities within the Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to further develop
educational and attainment facilities within the Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to further develop
educational and attainment facilities within the Borough?




	Population 
	Population 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour



	Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

	Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

	Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

	Does it promote wide community engagement and civic
responsibility?

	Does it promote mixed development that encourages
natural surveillance?




	Cultural

	Cultural

	Cultural

	Heritage


	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals

	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals

	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals



	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable
construction?

	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable
construction?

	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable
construction?


	Figure
	Does it improve the quality of the built environment?



	Material

	Material

	Material

	Assets

	Biodiversity


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the
best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the
best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the
best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest
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	Will it maximise the use of Previously Developed Land?
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	and amenity value?
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	Will it preserve the openness of the Green Belt?

	Will it preserve the openness of the Green Belt?
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	adverse developments?

	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable
construction?

	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable
construction?




	Climatic

	Climatic

	Climatic

	Factors
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	Assets


	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from renewable
energy and low carbon sources

	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from renewable
energy and low carbon sources

	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from renewable
energy and low carbon sources



	Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

	Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

	Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

	Will it promote greater energy efficiency?

	Will it encourage opportunities to achieve energy
efficiency measures above the minimum standard, as
defined by the Code for Sustainable Homes?





	12. The appraisal of the spatial strategy and policies is based on the best available information using
professional judgement. However, it is not always possible to predict effects and more detailed
studies relating to biodiversity, heritage and traffic might be required at the site level. Climate
change impacts are particularly difficult to predict so a precautionary approach associated with
mitigation and adaptation is adopted.

	Reasonable alternatives considered

	13. BORLP4 commenced in June 2007 with the preparation of the Scoping Report and other
evidence gathering. Consultation bodies and the wider community were involved though
informal consultation in the refinement of aspects of the Core Strategy Issues and Options
Document and helped to formulate the Issues. Consultation was also undertaken at an early
	13. BORLP4 commenced in June 2007 with the preparation of the Scoping Report and other
evidence gathering. Consultation bodies and the wider community were involved though
informal consultation in the refinement of aspects of the Core Strategy Issues and Options
Document and helped to formulate the Issues. Consultation was also undertaken at an early


	stage through a series of topic based citizen and stakeholder panels, neighbourhood group
meetings etc. The Issues and Options document6 posed five options:

	stage through a series of topic based citizen and stakeholder panels, neighbourhood group
meetings etc. The Issues and Options document6 posed five options:

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

	Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

	Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

	Option 5 - In some other way


	14. Each of these options was assessed in the accompanying SA Report7 to ensure that the Preferred
Draft Core Strategy8 and its revised version9 were as sustainable as possible. Those progressed
had the least negative effects on environmental factors and most positive effects for socio�economic factors, as well as reflecting the overall Plan strategy and being capable of delivery
over the Plan period.

	15. The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough Council's most appropriate policy
options after consideration of the context and all implications, in order to resolve the key
planning issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on the identified capacity
within the Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings). The options considered were:

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

	Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

	Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

	Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing


	Cross-Boundary Working

	16. The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS) Panel Report was published in September
2009. The Panel Report recommended that Redditch Borough should aim to provide for 7,000
new dwellings in the period up until 2026. Of which 4,000 dwellings to be provided within the
Borough, and 3,000 dwellings within the District of Bromsgrove adjacent to Redditch's
boundaries. The WMRSS Panel Report stated (para 8.84) that

	Figure
	Figure
	boundary of Redditch should be locally determined whether at or adjacent to the
Webheath/Foxlydiate or Brockhill ADRs or in the Bordesley Park area or in some combination of

	17. m the Redditch
Borough Council evidenced capacity of 2,243 dwellings presented in the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy meant that the preferred development strategy needed to be changed. During February
- March 2010 Redditch Borough Council consulted jointly with Bromsgrove District Council on a
change to Redditch's development strategy, development options within the Borough boundary
and cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District including option 1 east of A441,
option 2 west of A441 and options 3 adjacent to A44810. A number of consultation events were

	6
Core Strategy Issues and Options May 2008

	6
Core Strategy Issues and Options May 2008

	7
Sustainability Appraisal of Issues and Options May 2008

	8
Preferred Draft Core Strategy October 2008

	9
Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy January 2011

	10 Cross Boundary Growth Options Consultation February/March 2010
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	held at different times of the day and week including evenings and weekends. These included
drop in days at Alvechurch Baptist Hall, Bentley Village Hall and the Kingfisher centre. It was

	held at different times of the day and week including evenings and weekends. These included
drop in days at Alvechurch Baptist Hall, Bentley Village Hall and the Kingfisher centre. It was
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	The development
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	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	were:

	Figure
	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Figure
	Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

	Figure
	Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

	Figure
	Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

	Figure
	Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
There were no suitable alternative options presented to the Borough Council at Issues and
Options consultation stage.

	New options to consider in policy which have emerged from consultation:

	Figure
	Option 6 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2026

	Figure
	Option 7 - Add existing ADR land to Green Belt designation

	18. Options 1 - 4 were taken forward, these being considered to provide a reasonable balance
between focusing development on the existing urban area and accommodating new
development over the longer term. Option 6 was also taken forward as a reasonable planning
strategy to provide for future development needs, namely land at Webheath and in the vicinity
of the A435.

	18. Options 1 - 4 were taken forward, these being considered to provide a reasonable balance
between focusing development on the existing urban area and accommodating new
development over the longer term. Option 6 was also taken forward as a reasonable planning
strategy to provide for future development needs, namely land at Webheath and in the vicinity
of the A435.

	19. Following the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in March 2012, and
the subsequent abolition of the WMRSS in May 2013, Redditch Borough Council had
responsibility to determine its own evidenced development targets based on, amongst other


	Figure
	-
operate, Redditch Borough Council addressed the issue of cross boundary growth to meet its
development needs with Bromsgrove District Council. The Housing Growth Development Study
(HGDS)11, which informed the Draft BORLP4, was undertaken jointly by the two Local Authorities
and was subject to a specific Sustainability Appraisal. The HGDS took forward the spatial strategy
of the need for cross-boundary growth established in the consultation of February 2010 and
explored individual sites (and combinations thereof) for the location of sustainable urban
extensions, with smaller sites not considered to be reasonable alternatives as they could not
deliver the quantum of development required.

	20. The options considered within the HGDS were:

	20. The options considered within the HGDS were:

	20. The options considered within the HGDS were:

	18 potential development areas surrounding Redditch town based on the areas of search
established in the WYG1 study. Based on the HGDS SA analysis, areas 4, 5, 6, 8 and reduced
area 11 were taken forward for further consideration12.

	18 potential development areas surrounding Redditch town based on the areas of search
established in the WYG1 study. Based on the HGDS SA analysis, areas 4, 5, 6, 8 and reduced
area 11 were taken forward for further consideration12.

	In order to achieve the required development quantum of 3,400 dwellings, combinations of
potential development areas which were considered to have the best sustainability
performance were considered in more detail, namely:

	In order to achieve the required development quantum of 3,400 dwellings, combinations of
potential development areas which were considered to have the best sustainability
performance were considered in more detail, namely:

	o Areas 4 & 6

	o Areas 4 & 6

	o Areas 4 & 5

	o Reduced Areas of 4 & 11 plus Areas 5 & 6

	o Areas 6 & 8






	11
Housing Growth Development Study 2013 and Sustainability Appraisal

	11
Housing Growth Development Study 2013 and Sustainability Appraisal

	12 See HGDS para 7.21/7.22
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	Area Appraisal Locations

	Area Appraisal Locations

	Figure
	21. The combination of Areas 4 & 6 was considered to be the most suitable for development in
terms of sustainability. The combination of areas 4 & 5 performed poorly in comparison to the
other three scenarios, mainly due to biodiversity considerations and the historic environment.
The combination of Areas 4 & 6 scored slightly higher that Areas 6 & 8 due to fewer
environmental constraints and the potential for greater social benefits. In addition, the
combination of Areas 6 & 8 could have a significant harmful impacts on the landscape, as well as
reducing the gap between Redditch and Alvechurch and the strategic gap with Birmingham. In
particular,

	21. The combination of Areas 4 & 6 was considered to be the most suitable for development in
terms of sustainability. The combination of areas 4 & 5 performed poorly in comparison to the
other three scenarios, mainly due to biodiversity considerations and the historic environment.
The combination of Areas 4 & 6 scored slightly higher that Areas 6 & 8 due to fewer
environmental constraints and the potential for greater social benefits. In addition, the
combination of Areas 6 & 8 could have a significant harmful impacts on the landscape, as well as
reducing the gap between Redditch and Alvechurch and the strategic gap with Birmingham. In
particular,
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	Figure
	development at Brockhill, there are concerns about how well Area 8 could related to the urban
form of Redditch and integrate with it. Effectively development at this location could be viewed
as a new standalone community. It is also considered that development at Area 8 could promote
commuting northwards and potentially not economically benefit Redditch Town Centre and thus

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Redditch Town Centre and would require significant investment in walk and cycle infrastructure
to provide the necessary level of accessibility. Area 8 generates the greater volume of vehicular
movements 
	Figure
	13

	22. Therefore, as well as achieving the highest scenario score, the combination of Areas 4 and 6 are
the most suitable for development in terms of sustainability.14 Specifically:

	22. Therefore, as well as achieving the highest scenario score, the combination of Areas 4 and 6 are
the most suitable for development in terms of sustainability.14 Specifically:
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	Figure
	integrate successfully into the built form of Redditch and the environmental harm is more limited
in comparison to the other scenarios. For example the areas are well contained with defensible

	13
HGDS para 8.21

	13
HGDS para 8.21

	14
HGDS SA pp.5-6 and scoring p.92; and HGDS paras 7.22, 8.8, 8.9, 8.12, 8.13
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	Figure
	boundaries minimising Green Belt harm and there are fewer statutory historic and environmental
designations. This combination of areas is well located to access public transport and local

	15

	23. A range of consultation methods were used such as adverts in the local press and making
information available in public places such as town hall receptions and libraries and also

	23. A range of consultation methods were used such as adverts in the local press and making
information available in public places such as town hall receptions and libraries and also
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	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	village Hall and at a vacant shop unit in the Kingfisher centre. -

	Figure
	exhibition where officers were on hand to answer queries. A total of 6 events were held on
different days and at different times over the consultation period including weekends and
evenings.

	24. In order to provide a consistent analysis of potential development areas, an Addendum SA to the
HGDS16 considered the follow potential development areas which were excluded from the
original study: Areas 3, 3A, 7 and 18. Areas 3 and 18 were found to perform relatively strongly in
sustainability terms and therefore taken forward for detailed site appraisal in the same
document. In light of this analysis a reduced part of Area 3 was considered to be suitable for
development. Consequently, Areas 3 (reduced) and 18 were taken forward to be considered as
allocations in the BORLP4.

	25. As part of the Examination of the BORLP4, various procedural issues were identified and set out
in a Post-Hearings Note17. These concerns (para 7 - 11) focused on the need to clearly present
alternatives which have been considered as part of the site selection process, specifically the
Webheath and A435 Areas of Development Restraint, but which were not considered in the
Submission SA. In response Redditch Borough Council undertook a comparative analysis of all
potential development sites as part of a SA Refresh (Appendix C)18 . This provides a comparative
analysis of their sustainability performance and is included in this Revised SA Report at Appendix
D.

	Site Development Configurations for the Proposed Spatial Strategy

	26. In developing the most appropriate site development configurations for the chosen spatial
strategy and sites which can deliver that strategy, for the land falling within Redditch Borough,
the following options were appraised (see Appendix C) with Option 1 in each case proposed for
site development:

	Brockhill East (Area 6 [part])
Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and Green
Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of employment development
Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only) for
625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment development
only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030

	Brockhill East (Area 6 [part])
Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and Green
Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of employment development
Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only) for
625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment development
only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030


	Option 5 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation
Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital

	Figure
	15
HGDS SA para 5.81
16
Addendum to the Housing Growth Study and the Housing Growth Sustainability Appraisal, November 2014
17

	15
HGDS SA para 5.81
16
Addendum to the Housing Growth Study and the Housing Growth Sustainability Appraisal, November 2014
17
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	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	paras 4 11.

	18
BORLP4 Sustainability Appraisal Refresh, November 2014 (Appendix C)
	-hearing Note, 3rd October 2014
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	Option 1 Development of the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha and 145 dwellings
Option 2 Development of the Strategic Site for 200 dwellings only

	Option 1 Development of the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha and 145 dwellings
Option 2 Development of the Strategic Site for 200 dwellings only

	Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of employment development
only

	Webheath (Area 3 [part])
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings
Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment development
only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030

	Webheath (Area 3 [part])
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings
Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment development
only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030


	Option 4 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation
Woodrow

	Only one option is presented for this Strategic Site as another use would not appropriate
in this area of the Borough due to other constraints.

	Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 220 dwellings

	Likely Sustainability Effects of the BORLP4 and their Mitigation

	27. The following likely sustainability effects and proposed mitigation for the BORLP4 have been
identified:

	27. The following likely sustainability effects and proposed mitigation for the BORLP4 have been
identified:
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	Proposed Mitigation



	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal



	Opportunities to manage waste are included within the
Climate Change policy which sets out the need to
encourage recycling in development and other measures
which new development should meet. The preferred
locations of cross boundary development in comparison to
alternatives or the introduction of the Redditch Cross
Boundary policy would not have any other effect.

	Opportunities to manage
waste are included within
the Climate Change
policy. This has set out
the need to encourage
recycling in development
and other measures
which new development
should meet.


	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change



	The likely growth in households, economic activity and
transport is inevitably likely to increase gross energy
demand in Redditch (even if demand per head may
decrease as a result of other measures). Mitigation against
increases in CO2 has been addressed through policy e.g.
the percentage of energy to be provided from renewable
sources and the promotion of sustainable transport.
Mitigation of climate change is addressed through building
design, landscaping and transport. Local plan policy
considers the most sustainable places to locate
development which takes into consideration the provision
of existing infrastructure, facilities and accessibility to
existing services. The locations for cross boundary
development would have an effect on this objective, but
Local Plan policies and the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy take account of the greenfield
locations and need to enhance connectivity.

	The Local Plan makes
provision for the
mitigation of climate
change in a number of
ways e.g. through
building design,
landscaping, transport,
flooding and especially
through the delivery of
Policy on Climate
Change.


	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns



	The Local Plan makes it clear where development should
generally be directed through the Settlement Hierarchy
and Development Strategy Policies, so that the need to
travel is reduced by guiding development to the most
sustainable locations. The location of cross boundary
development has limited effects because many of the
locations are easily accessible to Redditch. Some locations
are more accessible by sustainable means than other
locations. The cross boundary policy requires the

	The Local Plan makes it
clear where development
should generally be
directed through the
Settlement Hierarchy and
Development Strategy
Polices, so that the need
to travel is reduced by
guiding development to
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	implementation of a range of measures to reduce the
need to travel, and possible enhancements to the road
network as a consequence of development.

	TD
	implementation of a range of measures to reduce the
need to travel, and possible enhancements to the road
network as a consequence of development.

	the most sustainable
locations. Other aspects
relating to sustainable
transportation have been
included within the Local
Plan especially through
the Sustainable Travel
and Accessibility Policy.

	the most sustainable
locations. Other aspects
relating to sustainable
transportation have been
included within the Local
Plan especially through
the Sustainable Travel
and Accessibility Policy.

	The cross boundary
Policy has required the
implementation of a
range of measures to
reduce the need to
travel, and possible
enhancements to the
road network as a
consequence of
development, so that any
potential for negative
effects have been
mitigated against.



	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share
the benefits urban and rural

	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share
the benefits urban and rural

	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share
the benefits urban and rural

	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share
the benefits urban and rural



	The Local Plan promotes the regeneration of the
Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District Centres
and requires as much of its development needs to be met
in the main settlement of Redditch as possible.
Opportunities for businesses to develop and enhance
competitiveness have been included within the Local Plan
in policies such as Development Outside of Primary
Employment Areas and Rural Economic Development.
Neither the locations for cross boundary development nor
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy would
contribute towards urban or rural regeneration and
therefore would have no effects on this objective.

	The Local Plan includes a
number of measures to
be implemented in order
to encourage the
sustainable growth of the
rural economy in line
with the rural
regeneration aims
formulated in the NPPF,
especially the policy on
Rural Economic
Development.


	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community



	Consultation methods promoted in the Statement of
Community Involvement offered the greatest level of
opportunity to contribute to the consultation process. The
process of determining the locations for cross boundary
development play a significant part in the consultation
process for the Local Plan.

	None identified.


	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives



	Neither the locations for cross boundary development nor
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy affect
this objective, however the allocation of the Redditch
Eastern Gateway site helps to ensure it is delivered.

	The Local Plan includes
encouragement for the
use of BREEAM standards
and other nationally
supported requirements
such as CSH through the
Climate Change Policy.


	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources



	The Local Plan addresses this issue through policies on
Sustainable Water Management and Climate Change. The
policy on Natural Environment addresses the potential
negative effects on air quality. The policy on Redditch
Cross Boundary Development encourages the site specific
alleviation, mitigation and reporting.

	The Local Plan addresses
this issue through a
policy on Sustainable
Water Management and
Climate Change,
including requirements
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	to achieve the Code for
Sustainable Homes which
requires new dwellings to
meet water conservation
standards.

	TD
	TD
	to achieve the Code for
Sustainable Homes which
requires new dwellings to
meet water conservation
standards.


	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas



	The Flood Risk Policy encourages site development to take
into account all types of flooding and the Local Plan is
informed by an up-to-date SFRA. The majority of sites
within the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
are not within Flood Zones 2 or 3 (3a or 3b) and those few
that are, either proposed to avoid development on those
parts, or have mitigation proposals. The locations for cross
boundary development are, through the Redditch Cross
Boundary Development Policy, required to take account of
all types of flooding in the detailed site specific Flood Risk
Assessments. SUDS are required as part of proposals
where appropriate within each Strategic Site Policy and
through the Sustainable Water Management Policy.

	The Local Plan includes
the Flood Risk Policy
which encourages site
development to take into
account all types of
flooding and the Local
Plan itself is informed by
an up to date Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment
Level 2.


	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment



	The Local Plan places Redditch Town Centre at the top of
the Hierarchy of Centres in an effort to enhance the
provision of main Town Centre uses. Strategic sites within
and adjacent to Redditch Town Centre also aim to enhance
service provision and facilities. In terms of District Centres,
the redevelopment of the District Centres also helps to
address this Objective. This redevelopment would enhance
the provision of local services and facilities and improve
the vitality and viability of the District Centres. The choice
of locations for cross boundary development could
enhance the provision of local services and facilities as
part of the development and the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy encourages this at the preferred
locations. There is an opportunity to improve and
integrate public transport links at the locations for cross
boundary development particularly where a critical mass
of development is achieved or where sites can be linked.

	The Local Plan includes a
Development Strategy
which aims to guide
development to places
which are more
accessible as preferable
places for development,
where sustainable modes
of travel are available,
which includes public
transport.


	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality



	The landscapes in and around Redditch are very important
and any inappropriate proposals which do not implement
necessary mitigation measures are resisted in the policy on
Natural Environment. The locations for cross-boundary
development have been determined with regard to the
Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment,
although all locations have some landscape impacts.

	The landscapes in and
around Redditch Borough
are very important and
any inappropriate
proposals which do not
implement necessary
mitigation measures are
resisted in the policy on
the Natural Environment.


	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity



	The importance of the green corridors in and around the
Borough warrants biodiversity and geodiversity elements
to be included in the Green Infrastructure policy and
specifically within policies for strategic sites. The locations
for cross boundary development would have an effect on
the achievement of this Objective because all sites are
greenfield sites which include areas of biodiversity that
would require mitigation measures to ensure continued
protection and enhancement.

	The importance of the
green corridors in and
around the Borough
warrants biodiversity and
geodiversity elements to
be included in the Green
Infrastructure policy and
specifically within policies
for strategic sites. The
Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy also
applies.
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	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health



	TD
	Figure
	The Local Plan identifies locations within the Borough that
could be safeguarded for health related purposes at the
Alexandra Hospital. By increasing the provision of
healthcare facilities, access is also likely to improve

	through the policy on Health Facilities. Quality of life of

	transportation, open space, the development strategy,
pollution and the natural environment and landscape.
Noise and light pollution increases are very likely as a
result of the cumulative impact of development and
mitigation measures are essential. Neither the locations
for cross boundary growth or the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy impact on this objective.


	By increasing the
provision of healthcare
facilities, access is also
likely to improve
therefore the support for
new or improved primary
health care facilities is
ensured within a Local
Plan policy on Health
Facilities. Redevelopment
of the former new town
District Centres will also
include redeveloped
health facilities.


	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments



	The Local Plan sets out the Affordable Housing need and
requirements for the Borough through Policy, reflecting
the findings of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment.
Neither the locations for cross boundary growth nor the
Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy impact upon
this Objective with the exception of being able to deliver
more affordable housing, but this is not a locational issue.

	None identified.


	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce



	Before any significant development commences, the
necessary infrastructure (which would include educational
facilities) would need to be available to accommodate the
increased pressure on services that would occur from
additional residents. The Local Plan ensures that sufficient
delivery of infrastructure of various types are provided.
The locations for cross boundary growth will require the
supply of additional educational facilities which would help
to ensure positive effects for this objective.

	The Local Plan ensures
that sufficient delivery of
infrastructure of various
types are provided.


	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour



	The Local Plan aims to resolve the issue of crime and anti
social behaviour and the most productive way of ensuring
this is through design considerations through Policy on
High Quality and Safe Design.

	None identified.


	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals



	There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims to
improve the quality of the built environment, for example
through the redevelopment and regeneration of the New
Town era District Centres, general protection for elements
of the historic environment, and design policies. The

	There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims to
improve the quality of the built environment, for example
through the redevelopment and regeneration of the New
Town era District Centres, general protection for elements
of the historic environment, and design policies. The

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	assets are ensured through the Historic Assets policy in the
Local Plan which re

	Figure
	Figure
	distinctiveness. There are some clusters of listed buildings
in a number of cross boundary locations although the
preferred locations for development help to achieve this
objective.


	None identified.


	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not

	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not

	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not

	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not



	The Local Plan maintains that the remaining Green Belt
land should remain open and protected from
inappropriate development in line with national guidance.
The Local Plan includes a policy on making the most
efficient use of land which includes maximising PDL. The
locations for cross boundary growth are not PDL; this is
necessary as insufficient PDL is available to accommodate
the required level of growth. The locations for cross
boundary development all involve development on the

	The Local Plan continues
to maintain that the
remaining Green Belt
land designated should
remain open and
protected from
inappropriate
development in line with
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	detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

	detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

	Green Belt so the achievement of this decision making
criteria could be negatively affected depending on the
location.

	national guidance.


	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources



	The Local Plan encourages renewable and low carbon
energy production through the Climate Change policy and
requires that development delivers appropriate standards
against the Code for Sustainable Homes and that other
sustainable construction methods for non-residential
development are achieved. The majority of the locations
for cross boundary development would concentrate
development in a single large development area, the
opportunities for integrating renewable and low carbon
technologies could be maximised.

	The Local Plan
encourages renewable
and low carbon energy
production through
Climate Change Policy.



	28. The overall sustainability effects associated with implementation of the BORLP4 are considered
to be positive. This reflects the accommodation of development within the existing urban area
of Redditch and, where development on greenfield land is proposed, the creation of sustainable

	28. The overall sustainability effects associated with implementation of the BORLP4 are considered
to be positive. This reflects the accommodation of development within the existing urban area
of Redditch and, where development on greenfield land is proposed, the creation of sustainable


	urban form and appropriate mitigation where adverse effects are identified. Development

	outside of the administrative boundary of Redditch is necessary due to the limited capacity
available within the Borough to meet the locally derived development requirements on suitable
and sustainable sites. This issue has been addressed jointly between Redditch Borough Council
and Bromsgrove District Council.

	29. The process of determining the location for this growth has therefore been part of a separate
joint consultation and SA process, progressed concurrently with the Local Plan for Redditch. The
SA for Redditch does however include cross boundary development options so that there is
comparable assessment between the sites within Redditch, and those beyond the border. The
refinement of the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy has also been undertaken
jointly. The wide range of policies covering matters other than housing allocations have been
assessed and found to be largely positive in their likely effects.

	Consultation

	30. Sustainability Appraisal has accompanied each stage of the plan-making process and been
subject to consultation. The outcomes of these consultations have been reported in
Consultation Statements (Regulation 19) and Regulation 22(1) Summary of Main Issues Raised at
Proposed Submission Stage. A very small number of representations were received on the SA at
each stage which included observations on the scores given and the scope of the SA (in relation
to Habitats Regulations Assessment). Where appropriate, these comments have informed
subsequent versions of the SA. Copies of previous documents can be found at:

	http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/environment-and-planning/planning-services/planning�
	policy/development-plan/local-plan-no-4-examination.aspx

	31. In addition, the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was informed by informal consultation
and information gathering beginning in June 2007. Statutory consultation was carried out in
November 2007 with the three statutory bodies (English Heritage, Environment Agency and
Natural England) and other stakeholders. A total of seven responses were received on all aspects
of the Scoping Report and appropriate amendments were made to the contents of the report.

	32. This Revised Sustainability Report is published for consultation commencing 24th March 2015 for
a period of six weeks ending on 5th May 2015, along with an updated SA of the Bromsgrove Plan.
	32. This Revised Sustainability Report is published for consultation commencing 24th March 2015 for
a period of six weeks ending on 5th May 2015, along with an updated SA of the Bromsgrove Plan.


	Compliance with the SEA Directive

	Compliance with the SEA Directive

	33. A table summarising how this SA Report addresses the requirements of the SEA Directive is set
out at section 1.5 in the main body of the Report.

	33. A table summarising how this SA Report addresses the requirements of the SEA Directive is set
out at section 1.5 in the main body of the Report.


	Monitoring

	34. Once the BORLP4 is adopted, its effects will continue to be assessed against sustainability
indicators, to measure how well the Plan has contributed to sustainability (as well as monitoring
the indicators for the Plan). The data collected will form the baseline to which future effects are
compared and the results will help inform the preparation of future revisions to existing policies
or sections of the Local Plan. Implementation of the Plan policies will be monitored through the

	34. Once the BORLP4 is adopted, its effects will continue to be assessed against sustainability
indicators, to measure how well the Plan has contributed to sustainability (as well as monitoring
the indicators for the Plan). The data collected will form the baseline to which future effects are
compared and the results will help inform the preparation of future revisions to existing policies
or sections of the Local Plan. Implementation of the Plan policies will be monitored through the
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	hich oversees and reports on

	the progress of the Plan.

	Post Adoption Statement

	35. Following adoption of the BORLP4, a Post Adoption Statement will be produced, setting out the
following:

	35. Following adoption of the BORLP4, a Post Adoption Statement will be produced, setting out the
following:

	35. Following adoption of the BORLP4, a Post Adoption Statement will be produced, setting out the
following:

	How environmental considerations have been integrated into the BORLP4.

	How environmental considerations have been integrated into the BORLP4.

	How the SA Report has been taken into account.

	How opinions expressed in relation to the BORLP4 and the SA Report have been taken into
account.

	The reasons for choosing the BORLP4 as adopted, in light of reasonable alternatives
considered.

	The measures to be taken to monitor any significant environmental effects associated with
implementation of the BORLP4.




	1. Introduction

	1. Introduction

	1.1 The Requirement for SA/SEA

	1.1 The Requirement for SA/SEA

	1.1.1 This document is the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report prepared to accompany the
Submission version of the Borough of Redditch Local Plan 4 (BORLP4). The regulations contained
within the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and the guidance set out in the NPPF identify that
SAs should meet the requirements of EU Directive 2001/42/EC, Strategic Environmental Assessment


	Figure
	the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment. In thi

	Figure
	Figure
	main areas of emphasis are to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the
preparation and adoption of plans to promote sustainable development. The SEA Directive and SEA
Regulations that transpose the Directive into UK Law, state that the SEA must consider the following
topic areas:

	biodiversity

	biodiversity

	population

	human health

	flora and fauna

	soil

	water

	air

	climate change

	material assets

	cultural heritage

	landscape


	1.1.2 The SEA Directive defines environmental assessment as a procedure comprising:

	1.1.2 The SEA Directive defines environmental assessment as a procedure comprising:

	1.1.2 The SEA Directive defines environmental assessment as a procedure comprising:

	the preparation of an Environmental Report on the likely significant effects of the draft plan
or programme;

	the preparation of an Environmental Report on the likely significant effects of the draft plan
or programme;

	undertaking consultation on the draft plan or programme and the accompanying
Environmental Report;

	taking into account the Environmental Report and the results of consultation in decision
making; and

	providing information when the plan or programme is adopted showing how the results of
the assessment have been taken into account.



	1.1.3 SEA is required19 to be undertaken alongside the preparation of the plan to which it relates to
allow alternatives to be incorporated, ensuring that environmental, social and economic implications
are taken account of in emerging strategies and policies.

	1.1.4 Although the SA and SEA process are separate appraisals, it is possible to combine these
processes into a single assessment (as per the guidance set out in the NPPF). This assessment
considers the significant environmental, social and economic effects of implementing plans or
programmes.

	1.1.5 This SA incorporates the requirements of the SEA Directive and has been undertaken in line
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	Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial
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	19
Sustainability appraisals incorporate the requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004

	19
Sustainability appraisals incorporate the requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004
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	requirements of the European Directive 2001/42/EC
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	1


	Part
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
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	. The SA has been carried out by officers of Redditch
Borough Council with assistance from Amec consultants.

	1.2 Purpose of the Report and Background to the Appraisal

	1.2 Purpose of the Report and Background to the Appraisal


	1.2.1 This SA Report deals with the requirements of both the SEA Directive Regulations and the SA
Regulations in the 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act. The Directive requires that
reference to Regulations in the SA Report should be clearly displayed, and this is set out at Section
1.5.

	1.2.2

	Figure
	Figure
	reasonable alternative options are the most sustainable in order to deal with the spatial planning
issues. The SA aims to ensure that as sustainable as possible when
considering all reasonable alternatives in line with the requirements of the SEA Directive. This
approach helped to inform the proposed submission Local Plan No.4 as well as proposed mitigation
to address any adverse effects identified.

	1.2.3 The and present the site
selection and development option information. It also ensures all alternatives have been explicitly
tested against other alternatives in the context of the proposed submission Local Plan No.4. The
reasoning for the selected strategy has been detailed further to ensure the justification is explicit
and the process is transparent.

	1.3 The Borough of Redditch Local Plan

	1.3 The Borough of Redditch Local Plan


	1.3.1 BORLP4 will be the first Plan for Redditch to be adopted under the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act (2004) (as amended). The BORLP4 is based on the Vision statement of the Redditch
Sustainable Community Strategy20 and the associated headline aspirations for the Borough as
follows:

	Sustainable places to live which meet our needs
Creating and sustaining a green environment
Creating a Borough where businesses can thrive
Improving the vitality and viability of Redditch Town Centre and District Centres
Creating safe and attractive places to live and work

	Figure
	Figure
	-being

	1.3.2 Vision and aspirations. The Submission
BORLP4 contains 45 policies centred on the above aspirations and 4 policies relating to proposed
strategic development sites.

	1.4 Consultation

	Sustainability Appraisal has accompanied each stage of the plan-making process and been subject to
consultation. The outcomes of these consultations have been reported in Consultation Statements
(Regulation 19) and Regulation 22(1) Summary of Main Issues Raised at Proposed Submission Stage.
A very small number of representations were received on the SA at each stage which included
observations on the scores given and the scope of the SA (in relation to Habitats Regulations
Assessment). Where appropriate, these comments have informed subsequent versions of the SA.

	In addition, the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was informed by informal consultation and
information gathering beginning in June 2007. Statutory consultation was carried out in November

	Figure
	20
By 2030 Redditch will be successful and vibrant with communities that have access to good job opportunities,
	20
By 2030 Redditch will be successful and vibrant with communities that have access to good job opportunities,
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	2007 with the three statutory bodies (English Heritage, Environment Agency and Natural England)
and other stakeholders. A total of seven responses were received on all aspects of the Scoping
Report and appropriate amendments were made to the contents of the report.

	2007 with the three statutory bodies (English Heritage, Environment Agency and Natural England)
and other stakeholders. A total of seven responses were received on all aspects of the Scoping
Report and appropriate amendments were made to the contents of the report.

	1.5 Quality Assurance Checklist

	The following table sets out where requirements of the SEA Directive have been addressed in the
Sustainability Report.

	Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

	Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

	Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

	Relevant Sections in the SA Report


	a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes.

	a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes.

	a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes.

	a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes.



	Scoping Report (Stage A1); Stage B1: Testing
the Core Strategy DPD Objectives against the

	Scoping Report (Stage A1); Stage B1: Testing
the Core Strategy DPD Objectives against the

	Sustainability Appraisal Framework
Chapter 2

	Sustainability Appraisal Framework
Chapter 2




	b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
plan or programme.

	b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
plan or programme.

	b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
plan or programme.

	b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
plan or programme.



	Scoping Report (Stage A2); Stage B2:
Developing the DPD Options, Stage B3:
Predicting the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD

	Scoping Report (Stage A2); Stage B2:
Developing the DPD Options, Stage B3:
Predicting the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD

	Chapter 2, Appendix A



	c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected.

	c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected.

	c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected.

	c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected.



	Scoping Report (Stage A2); Stage B2:
Developing the DPD Options, Stage B3:
Predicting the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD

	Scoping Report (Stage A2); Stage B2:
Developing the DPD Options, Stage B3:
Predicting the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD

	Chapter 2, Appendix A



	d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to
the plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to
any areas of a particular environmental importance, such as
areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and
92/43/EEC.

	d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to
the plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to
any areas of a particular environmental importance, such as
areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and
92/43/EEC.

	Scoping Reports (Stage A2, A3); Appropriate
Assessment Screening Matrix; Chapter 2

	Scoping Reports (Stage A2, A3); Appropriate
Assessment Screening Matrix; Chapter 2

	Scoping Reports (Stage A2, A3); Appropriate
Assessment Screening Matrix; Chapter 2




	e) The environmental protection objectives, established at
international, Community or Member State level, which are
relevant to the DPD and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account
during its preparation.

	e) The environmental protection objectives, established at
international, Community or Member State level, which are
relevant to the DPD and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account
during its preparation.

	Scoping Reports (Stage A1)


	f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including on
issues such as: biodiversity, population, human health, fauna,
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage,
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors.

	f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including on
issues such as: biodiversity, population, human health, fauna,
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage,
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors.

	Scoping Reports (Stage A3); Stage B3, Stage
B4, Effects of Options on SA Objectives
Tables

	Scoping Reports (Stage A3); Stage B3, Stage
B4, Effects of Options on SA Objectives
Tables

	Chapter 4; Appendices B, C, D & E



	g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan or programme.

	g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan or programme.

	Stage B5 Mitigation Measures
Chapter 4; Table 4.6


	h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt
with, and a description of how the assessment was undertaken.

	h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt
with, and a description of how the assessment was undertaken.

	h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt
with, and a description of how the assessment was undertaken.

	h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt
with, and a description of how the assessment was undertaken.



	Chapter 3



	Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

	Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

	Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

	Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC)

	Relevant Sections in the SA Report


	i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Art.10

	i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Art.10

	i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Art.10

	i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Art.10



	Chapter 4, section 4.8


	j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under
the above headings

	j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under
the above headings

	j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under
the above headings

	j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under
the above headings



	Non-technical summary



	1.6 Structure of the SA Report

	1.6 Structure of the SA Report


	The remainder of this Report is structured as follows:

	Chapter 2 sets out the methodology adopted to undertake the Appraisal

	Chapter 2 sets out the methodology adopted to undertake the Appraisal

	Chapter 3 sets out the detail and evolution of BORLP4 including the consideration of options

	Chapter 4 sets out the appraisal of BORLP4

	Chapter 5 discusses the overall effects of BORLP4 including proposals for mitigation and
monitoring

	Chapter 6 sets out the Examination of BORLP4 and next steps


	2. Appraisal Methodology and Background to the Appraisal
of the BORLP4

	2. Appraisal Methodology and Background to the Appraisal
of the BORLP4

	2. Appraisal Methodology and Background to the Appraisal
of the BORLP4

	2.1 Approach to Appraisal


	Sustainability Appraisal of the BORLP4 throughout its evolution has followed the recommended
stages in the process of appraising local plans as set out in Government Guidance21. Figure 2.1
summarises the stages and their relationship with the plan-making process.

	Figure 2.1 The Sustainability Appraisal Process

	Figure
	21 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and�
	sustainability-appraisal/sustainability-appraisal-requirements-for-local-plans/
	5


	This SA Report includes Stage B and Stage C of the SA process, however Stage D is completed as part
of consultation on the SA Report.

	This SA Report includes Stage B and Stage C of the SA process, however Stage D is completed as part
of consultation on the SA Report.

	2.2 Geographic and temporal scope

	2.2 Geographic and temporal scope


	BORLP4 will cover the entire administrative area of Redditch Borough but there is also likely to be
significant cross-boundary development for housing or employment in neighbouring Bromsgrove
and Stratford-on-Avon Districts, adjacent to the Redditch Borough boundary. The timescale of the
plan is 19 years to 2030.

	The process of determining the location for this growth has therefore been part of a separate joint
consultation and SA process, progressed concurrently with the Local Plan for Redditch. The SA for
Redditch does however include cross boundary development options so that there is comparable
assessment between the sites within Redditch, and those beyond the border. The refinement of the
Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy has also been undertaken jointly.

	2.3 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)

	2.3 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)


	2.3.1

	Figure
	Figure
	Sites. These sites include Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) designated for species and habitats
and Special Protected Areas (SPAs) designated for birds. HRA is the assessment of the impacts of
implementing a plan or policy on relevant Natura 2000 sites. Its purpose is to consider the impacts of
a land-use plan against the conservation objectives of the site and to ascertain whether it would
adversely affect the integrity of the site.

	2.3.2 There are no Natura 2000 sites located in Redditch Borough. The closest is Bredon Hill, a SAC
located in Wychavon District. Due to the distance of the SAC from the area covered by the Plan, it is
considered unlikely that the implementation of the Plan would have a significant effect on the SAC.
However, as a precautionary measure, the Appropriate Assessment Screening Matrix (based on 2012
Guidance22) was applied to the Plan and SAC to determine their relationship.

	2.3.3 This screening assessment considers the policies and proposals contained in the proposed
submission BORLP4 which covers the administrative area of Redditch Borough and proposed cross�boundary development in the neighbouring districts of Bromsgrove and Stratford on Avon, adjacent
to the Borough boundary. The initial assessment concluded that the Local Plan is not likely to have a
significant effect on the SAC; and as such no further assessment would be required. Following
consideration of new matters which have been assessed as part of this SA, there are no options,
policies or objectives which alter the position that there would be no effects. The HRA of Bredon Hill
is as follows:

	2.3.4 Brief Description of the Natura 2000 Site

	2.3.4 Brief Description of the Natura 2000 Site


	Bredon Hill SAC covers an area of 359.86ha. It rises out of the Severn Vale in south-east
Worcestershire, 4km south-east of Evesham. It is effectively an outlying part of the Cotswold
escarpment, which lies close to the east, and is formed of the same Jurassic (205-142 million years
ago) rocks. The main mass of Bredon Hill is formed by clays and silts deposited in shallow sea, which
are overlain by the iron-rich sandy limestone of the Marlstone Rock. The top of the hill is formed by
the shallow marine sands and limestones of the Middle Jurassic Inferior Oolite. A zone of large, fossil
landslips can be seen on the southern slope of Bredon Hill, north of Kemerton. These have occurred
at the junction between the Inferior Oolite and the underlying clays of the Lias. The clays form an
impenetrable barrier to water, which seeps naturally through the porous limestone above, forming a

	22 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69580/pb13809-habitats�
	guidance.pdf
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	natural spring-line around the southern flanks of Bredon Hill. Species resident on this site include the
Violet click beetle (Limoniscus violaceus). It is a very important site for fauna associated with
decaying timber on ancient trees, including many Red Data Book and Nationally Scarce invertebrate
species.

	natural spring-line around the southern flanks of Bredon Hill. Species resident on this site include the
Violet click beetle (Limoniscus violaceus). It is a very important site for fauna associated with
decaying timber on ancient trees, including many Red Data Book and Nationally Scarce invertebrate
species.

	2.3.5 Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or in combination with other plans
or projects) likely to give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 site.
The Plan is not likely to give rise to impacts (either alone or in combination with other plans and
projects) on the Natura 2000 site. None of the individual objectives, options or policies (including
alternatives for flexibility) are likely to impact on the Natura 2000 site.

	2.3.6 Describe any likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the project (either alone or
in combination with other plans or projects) on the Natura 2000 site by virtue of size and scale, land
take, distance from Natura 2000 site or key features of the site, resource requirements (e.g. water
abstraction, etc), emissions (disposal to land / water / air), excavation requirements, transportation
requirements, duration of construction, operation, decommissioning, etc.

	Plan area: The Plan applies to the whole of Redditch Borough. However, this Sustainability Appraisal
and Screening Matrix take into account the possibility of significant development adjacent to
Redditch for housing or employment in neighbouring Bromsgrove and Stratford Districts.
Plan implementation period: It is anticipated that the Plan will be adopted in 2014 and will cover the
period up until 2030.

	Size, scale, land-take: Coverage of Local Plan No.4 amounts to the extent of the Redditch Borough
Council Local Authority area. This assessment also covers land identified for potential cross�boundary development to the northwest and northeast of the urban area of Redditch in Bromsgrove
and Stratford on Avon Districts.

	Distance from Natura 2000 site: The southernmost part of the Redditch Borough boundary is over 20
kilometres from the SAC. Proposed development is concentred in the north of the Borough.
Physical changes resulting from the plan: The Plan will not result in any physical changes that will
impact on the SAC.

	Resource requirements: The Plan will not result in resource requirements that will impact on the
SAC.

	Emissions and waste: The Sustainability Appraisal that accompanies the Plan has an objective to deal
with waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy. Local Plan No.4 does not go into detail on waste
related matters and does encourage waste minimisation and allows scope for waste treatment
facilities if required.

	Excavation requirements: The Plan does not require excavation work.

	Transportation requirements

	Figure
	Figure
	patterns, improve accessibility and maintain a balanced road hierarchy and reduce the need to
travel;' and will require the provision of necessary transport infrastructure to support the
implementation of its development strategy. No impacts are envisaged on the Natura 2000 site.
Duration of construction, operation, decommissioning: Not applicable.

	Impacts resulting from the plans objectives: The Plan and its objectives will not result in any impacts

	upon the Natura 2000 site.

	2.3.7 Describe any likely changes to the site arising as a result of reduction of habitat area,
disturbance to key species, habitat or species fragmentation, reduction in species density, changes in
key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality, etc) and climate change.
Reduction of habitat area: There will be no physical reduction or changes of habitat area of the SAC

	resulting from the Plan.

	Disturbance to key species: The Plan will not result in disturbance to key species.

	Habitat or species fragmentation: The Plan will not result in habitat or species fragmentation.

	Part
	Figure
	Reduction in species density: The Plan will not result in a reduction in species density.

	Changes in key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality, etc): No changes are expected in
key indicators of conservation value as a result of implementation of the Plan.

	Climate change

	Figure
	adapt to climate c

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	2.3.8 Describe any likely impacts on the Natura 2000 site as a whole in terms of interference with the
key relationships that define the structure and function of the site.

	2.3.8 Describe any likely impacts on the Natura 2000 site as a whole in terms of interference with the
key relationships that define the structure and function of the site.


	No likely impacts on the SAC site (as a whole in terms of interference with the key relationships that
define the function or structure of the site) have been identified resulting from the Plan.

	2.3.9 Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of effects set out above in
terms of loss, fragmentation, disruption, disturbance and change to key elements of the site (e.g.

	2.3.9 Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of effects set out above in
terms of loss, fragmentation, disruption, disturbance and change to key elements of the site (e.g.


	water quality, etc).
Not applicable as the Plan will not impact on the SAC.

	2.3.10 Describe from the above those elements of the plan, or combination of elements, where the
above impacts are likely to be significant or where the scale or magnitude of impacts are not known.
Not applicable as the Plan will not impact on the SAC.

	2.4 Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes

	2.4 Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes


	The Scoping Report (updated March 2014) reviewed the relevant plans, policies and programmes
and identified the following issues need to be addressed in the Sustainability Appraisal:

	reduce climate change

	reduce climate change

	reduce the need to travel

	conserve cultural heritage

	protect biodiversity

	protect natural resources

	make the most efficient use of land

	safeguard landscape and townscape character

	protect water quality and water resources

	manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy

	promote resource efficiency

	protect the historic environment

	provide high quality design and architecture

	maintain and enhance the vitality and viability of centres

	protect the openness of the green belt

	provide for affordable housing

	protect local services and facilities

	promote the local economy

	maintain the best agricultural land

	ensure that appropriate foul drainage infrastructure (disposal) is available

	protect or enhance water quality and water resources

	reduce and manage flood risk

	prevent crime and fear of crime

	ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

	provide opportunities for communities to participate in, and contribute to, decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in
the local community


	raise the skills levels of the workforce

	raise the skills levels of the workforce

	raise the skills levels of the workforce

	promote business diversity

	improve health and well-being and reduce inequalities in health


	2.5 Baseline Review, its Evolution Without the Plan and Key Sustainability Issues

	2.5 Baseline Review, its Evolution Without the Plan and Key Sustainability Issues


	The Scoping Report (updated March 2014) identified the following economic, environmental and
social baseline and trends, and related sustainability issues:

	Table 2.1 Plan Area Baseline, Trends and Key Sustainability Issues

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Topic 

	TD
	Figure
	SA Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Issues and Trend



	Managing waste in
accordance with
the waste hierarchy

	Managing waste in
accordance with
the waste hierarchy

	(1) To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal

	(1) To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal

	(1) To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal



	The level of household waste which is recycled in
the Borough is amongst the lowest in the
country.


	Climate Change 
	Climate Change 
	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts
of climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts
of climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts
of climate change



	The Borough has lower domestic, road transport
and total CO2 emission than all other Districts in
Worcestershire.


	Reducing the need
to travel

	Reducing the need
to travel

	(3) To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns



	A low percentage of the population cycle and
walk to work in Redditch Borough compared to
Worcestershire and England despite the average
travel to work distance being shorter.


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Economy


	4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with
the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural

	4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with
the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural

	4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with
the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural



	There is a high percentage of self-employed
workers in the Borough compared to elsewhere
and a high number of business registrations
which is increasing at a higher rate than
elsewhere. The demand for larger offices is not
met by the current supply.


	Community

	Community

	Community

	Involvement


	(5) To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social responsibility
in the local community

	(5) To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social responsibility
in the local community

	(5) To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality of
life, encouraging pride and social responsibility
in the local community



	Election turnout varies by ward across the
Borough but is relatively low like much of the
country.


	Economic Diversity 
	Economic Diversity 
	(6) Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives



	TD
	Figure
	work in the manufacturing industry.



	Natural resources 
	Natural resources 
	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources



	The percentage of river length in Redditch
Borough assessed as having good biological
quality is low. There are no air quality
management areas in the Borough.


	Flood risk 
	Flood risk 
	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high�risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high�risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high�risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas



	Defined flood zones cover a relatively small
proportion of the Borough. There is evidence of
flooding from both watercourses and sewers.


	Vitality and
Viability of Centres

	Vitality and
Viability of Centres

	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,

	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,

	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,



	There have been no residential dwellings
completed in Redditch Town Centre since 1996.
There are a very low number of vacant units in
Redditch town centre and in all district centres.



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Topic 

	TD
	Figure
	SA Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Issues and Trend



	socio-economic status or educational
attainment

	TD
	socio-economic status or educational
attainment

	TD

	Landscape and
townscape

	Landscape and
townscape

	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality

	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality

	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality



	There are three identified landscape character
areas in the rural area of the Borough which can
influence the location and form of new
development. The issues related to townscape
are not currently understood.


	Biodiversity 
	Biodiversity 
	(11) To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity



	There is room for improvement in biodiversity
provision and the standard of maintenance of
nationally important resources.


	Health and well
being

	Health and well
being

	(12) To improve the health and well being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health

	(12) To improve the health and well being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health

	(12) To improve the health and well being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health



	TD
	Figure
	population claiming disability benefits compared
to averages. The percentage of the population
living in the most deprived Super Output Areas in
Redditch is falling.



	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all,
of all the right quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	TD
	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all,
of all the right quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all,
of all the right quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all,
of all the right quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments



	The supply of affordable housing does not meet
demand in the Borough. The average house price
in the Borough is below the regional average.


	Qualifications and
skills base

	Qualifications and
skills base

	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications
of the workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications
of the workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications
of the workforce



	GCSE and A Level performance is relatively poor
in Redditch and there is a high percentage of
people with no qualifications/level unknown.


	Crime and fear of
crime

	Crime and fear of
crime

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour



	The perceptions of crime and fear of crime are
not relative to the actual low levels of crime in
the Borough.


	Historic

	Historic

	Historic

	Environment


	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality
built environment in new development
proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality
built environment in new development
proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality
built environment in new development
proposals



	There is a rich and varied stock of cultural and
landscape assets which contribute to defining

	There is a rich and varied stock of cultural and
landscape assets which contribute to defining

	Figure
	Figure
	designated and non-designated assets.



	Making the most
efficient use of land

	Making the most
efficient use of land

	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest



	As a former new town, there is a limited amount
of brownfield land and high levels of open space
in Redditch compared to other districts.


	Resource efficiency
and renewable
energy

	Resource efficiency
and renewable
energy

	(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources

	(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources

	(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources



	No Borough level data available



	2.6 Development of the Sustainability Objectives and Framework

	2.6 Development of the Sustainability Objectives and Framework

	2.6 Development of the Sustainability Objectives and Framework


	2.6.1 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework is based around Sustainability Objectives, Guide
Questions and Indicators which address the issues identified above. The full Appraisal Framework is
set out Appendix A, and is summarised in Table 2.2.

	Table 2.2 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework (see also Appendix A)

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	SEA Directive


	TD
	Figure
	SA Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Guide Questions



	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Topic



	Material

	Material

	Material

	Assets


	1. To manage waste in accordance
with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal

	1. To manage waste in accordance
with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal

	1. To manage waste in accordance
with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal



	Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into the
Local Plan?

	Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into the
Local Plan?

	Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated into the
Local Plan?

	Will it reduce the production of waste and manage waste in
accordance with the waste hierarchy?

	Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?




	Climatic

	Climatic

	Climatic

	Factors


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to
the impacts of climate change

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to
the impacts of climate change

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to
the impacts of climate change



	Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

	Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

	Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

	Does it promote patterns of spatial development that are
adaptable to and suitable for predicted changes in climate?

	Are there opportunities in the Local Plan to promote
measures to mitigate causes of climate change?




	Population

	Population

	Population

	Climatic

	Factors


	3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable
travel patterns

	3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable
travel patterns

	3. To reduce the need to travel and
move towards more sustainable
travel patterns



	Will it reduce the need to travel?

	Will it reduce the need to travel?

	Will it reduce the need to travel?

	Will it provide opportunities to increase sustainable modes
of travel?

	Does it focus development in existing centres, and make use
of existing infrastructure to reduce the need to travel?




	Population 
	Population 
	4. Develop a knowledge-driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and
rural

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and
rural

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and
rural



	Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

	Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

	Will it contribute towards urban and rural regeneration?

	Will it provide opportunities for businesses to develop and
enhance their competitiveness?

	Will it support the shopping hierarchy?

	Will it help to improve skills levels in the workforce?

	Will it support tourism?




	Population 
	Population 
	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community

	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community

	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community



	Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

	Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

	Do proposals incorporate consultation with the local
communities?

	Does it promote wider community engagement and civic
responsibility?




	Population 
	Population 
	6. Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	6. Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	6. Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives



	Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally friendly
technologies?

	Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally friendly
technologies?

	Does it encourage/ innovative any environmentally friendly
technologies?

	Does it promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact?

	Does it take account of all types of flooding?

	Are there opportunities to reduce the risk of flooding in
existing developed areas in the Local Plan?

	Does it promote Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems where
appropriate?




	Soil

	Soil

	Soil

	Water


	7. Protect and improve the quality
of water, soil and air and water

	7. Protect and improve the quality
of water, soil and air and water

	7. Protect and improve the quality
of water, soil and air and water



	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
quality?
	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
quality?
	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
quality?
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	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	SEA Directive


	TD
	Figure
	SA Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Guide Questions



	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Topic



	Air
Human
Health
Flora and
Fauna

	Air
Human
Health
Flora and
Fauna

	resources 
	Will it improve or maintain air quality?

	Will it improve or maintain air quality?

	Will it improve or maintain air quality?

	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain soil
quality?

	Will it provide opportunities to improve or maintain water
resource?




	Climatic

	Climatic

	Climatic

	Factors


	8. Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks
or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	8. Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks
or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	8. Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks
or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas



	Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?

	Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?

	Does it protect the floodplain from inappropriate
development?




	Population 
	Population 
	9. To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment

	9. To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment

	9. To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment



	Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

	Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

	Will proposals enhance the provision of local services and
facilities?

	Will it contribute to rural service provision across the
Borough?

	Will it enhance accessibility to services by public transport?




	Landscape

	Landscape

	Landscape

	Cultural

	Heritage


	10. Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality

	10. Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality

	10. Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality



	Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality?

	Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality?

	Will it safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality?




	Biodiversity
Flora and
Fauna

	Biodiversity
Flora and
Fauna

	11. To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity 
	11. To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity 
	11. To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity 


	TD
	Figure
	geodiversity?

	Will it protect sites and habitats designated for nature
conservation?

	Will it protect sites and habitats designated for nature
conservation?

	Will it help to achieve targets set out in the Biodiversity and
Geodiversity Action Plans?




	Population

	Population

	Population

	Human

	Health


	12. To improve the health and well�being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health

	12. To improve the health and well�being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health

	12. To improve the health and well�being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health



	Will it improve access to health facilities across the Borough?

	Will it improve access to health facilities across the Borough?

	Will it improve access to health facilities across the Borough?

	Will it help to improve quality of life for local residents?

	Will it promote healthier lifestyles?

	Does it mitigate against noise pollution?

	Does it mitigate against light pollution?




	Population 
	Population 
	13. Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

	13. Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

	13. Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments



	Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable housing
levels within urban and rural areas of the Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable housing
levels within urban and rural areas of the Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable housing
levels within urban and rural areas of the Borough?

	Will it provide affordable housing access to a range of
housing tenures and sizes?

	Does it seek to provide high quality, well-designed residential
environments?

	Are opportunities to increase the amount of construction
and demolition waste that is reused incorporated into the
Local Plan?




	Population 
	Population 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce



	Will it provide opportunities to further develop educational
and attainment facilities within the Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to further develop educational
and attainment facilities within the Borough?

	Will it provide opportunities to further develop educational
and attainment facilities within the Borough?




	Population 
	Population 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and
anti-social behaviour

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and
anti-social behaviour

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and
anti-social behaviour



	Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

	Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

	Does it seek to provide high quality well designed
environments?

	Does it promote wide community engagement and civic
responsibility?





	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	SEA Directive


	TD
	Figure
	SA Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Guide Questions



	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Topic



	Does it promote mixed development that encourages natural
surveillance?

	TD
	TD
	Does it promote mixed development that encourages natural
surveillance?

	Does it promote mixed development that encourages natural
surveillance?

	Does it promote mixed development that encourages natural
surveillance?




	Cultural

	Cultural

	Cultural

	Heritage


	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built
environment in new
development proposals

	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built
environment in new
development proposals

	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built
environment in new
development proposals



	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable construction?

	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable construction?

	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable construction?
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	Does it improve the quality of the built environment?

	Does it improve the quality of the built environment?




	Material

	Material

	Material

	Assets

	Biodiversity


	17. Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest

	17. Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest

	17. Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest
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	Will it maximise the use of Previously Developed Land?
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	amenity value?

	Will it preserve the openness of the Green Belt?

	Figure
	adverse developments?

	Does it provide opportunities for sustainable construction?



	Climatic

	Climatic

	Climatic

	Factors

	Material

	Assets


	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources

	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources

	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources



	Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

	Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

	Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable and low carbon energy?

	Will it promote greater energy efficiency?

	Will it encourage opportunities to achieve energy efficiency
measures above the minimum standard, as defined by the
Code for Sustainable Homes?





	2.6.2 Using the SA Framework the likely effects (positive, negative and cumulative) of the BORLP4
policies and strategic sites (including options/reasonable alternatives) have been assessed using the
following criteria:

	Symbol 
	Symbol 
	Symbol 
	Sustainability effect 
	Effect score (where used)
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	+ + 

	Clear, strongly positive implications 
	+2
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	+ 

	Overall implications likely to be positive 
	+1
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	0 

	Neutral 
	0
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	? 

	Mixed or Unclear 
	0
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	- 

	Overall implications likely to be negative 
	-1
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	- - 

	Clear, strong negative implications 
	-2


	Ø 
	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship 
	0



	2.6.3 The appraisal of the spatial strategy and policies is based on the best available information
using professional judgement. However, it is not always possible to predict effects and more detailed
studies relating to biodiversity, heritage and traffic might be required at the site level. Climate
change impacts are particularly difficult to predict so a precautionary approach associated with
mitigation and adaptation is adopted.

	2.7 Difficulties in Collecting Data and Limitations of the Data

	2.7 Difficulties in Collecting Data and Limitations of the Data

	2.7 Difficulties in Collecting Data and Limitations of the Data

	2.7.1 The SEA Directive requires that any difficulties encountered in a SA should be described. A
significant difficulty encountered was the uncertainty in identifying the future impacts of the Plan at
the Issues and Options stage because of the variety of options available. In some cases the options
were likely to involve completely different sustainability effects.

	2.7.2 The most problematic aspect of the SA has been the need to develop targets as part of the
monitoring of the SA Framework. The Borough Council will endeavour to develop a reporting
framework that makes best use of existing monitoring requirements and incorporates other
elements of the Plan such as the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The other difficulty with the targets is
the fact that achievement and delivery of many of the indicators are not reliant on the Local Plan
alone, and other bodies or individuals have greater responsibility for achieving these objectives. In
addition, there have been challenges associated with cross-boundary working, associated with the
requirements set out under the Duty to Co-operate.

	2.7.3 With respect to data collection, a data series (required to establish a trend for a particular
indicator), may not always be available. In these instances the Borough Council has sought to
compare the Redditch situation with that at the County, regional or national level or against
neighbouring authorities to determine whether there might be a sustainability issue in the Borough.
The Borough Council is also working towards a greater interaction with, and analysis of, the planning
application IT system in order to populate some elements identified in the SA Framework.

	2.8 The Difference the Process has Made

	2.8.1 This Sustainability Appraisal process proved beneficial to Officers preparing the Local Plan,
primarily as an aid to evaluate various development options including those put forward during
consultation and any other subsequent changes. This SA has also been updated following the
Examination Hearing Sessions into BORLP4 in September 2014.The format and presentation of the
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	The update to the SA clarifies the position with regard to the
Plan 
	Figure
	s housing strategy and seeks to present all the site selection and development option
information in a comprehensive manner. It also ensures all alternatives have been explicitly tested
against other alternatives in the context of the proposed submission Local Plan No.4. The reasoning
for the selected strategy has been detailed further to ensure the justification is explicit and the
process is transparent.

	2.8.2 When undertaking the assessment of the larger, Strategic Sites, the SA process has proved
beneficial to both the Borough Council and potential landowners/developers and other interested
parties. The Borough Council have been able to provide landowners or developers with an indication
of the decision-making criteria used to determine the sustainability of sites, enabling them to
consider the potential requirements for their sites. The updates made to this SA since the
Examination into BORLP4 also provides further clarity to potential landowners/ developers and
other interested parties to why certain sites have been selected over others.

	3. The Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 and its
Evolution

	3. The Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 and its
Evolution

	3. The Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 and its
Evolution


	3.1 Introduction

	This chapter sets out what the BORLP4 is seeking to achieve and has evolved since 2007, and the
options (i.e. reasonable alternatives) considered as part of its evolution. The role of SA in assessing
these options is detailed, particularly in respect of areas w
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	and employment needs.

	3.2 Vision, Objectives and Spatial Strategy

	3.2 Vision, Objectives and Spatial Strategy

	3.2.1 and vibrant with
communities that have access to good job opportunities, good education, good health and are
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	The Vision reflects seven aspirations
which in turn have informed the development of the Plan Objectives:

	Figure
	Sustainable places to live which meet our needs

	Figure
	Creating and sustaining a green environment

	Figure
	Creating a Borough where businesses can thrive

	Figure
	Improving the vitality and viability of Redditch Town Centre and District Centres

	Figure
	Creating safe and attractive places to live and work

	Figure
	Figure
	-being

	3.2.2 The Objectives of BORLP4 are:

	3.2.2 The Objectives of BORLP4 are:

	3.2.2 The Objectives of BORLP4 are:

	1. To maintain and provide a high quality natural, rural and historic environment with a
Green Infrastructure network which maximises opportunities for biodiversity value, wildlife
and ecological connectivity.

	1. To maintain and provide a high quality natural, rural and historic environment with a
Green Infrastructure network which maximises opportunities for biodiversity value, wildlife
and ecological connectivity.

	2. To ensure that all new development in Redditch Borough will work towards the
achievement of being carbon neutral in line with the National Standards.

	3. To reduce the causes of, minimise the impacts of and adapt to climate change.

	4. To protect, promote and where possible enhance the quality of the Boroughs landscape
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	nctive features.
5. To encourage safer, sustainable travel patterns, improve accessibility and maintain a
balanced road hierarchy and reduce the need to travel.

	Figure
	including Abbey Stadium.

	Figure
	7. To reduce crime and antisocial behaviour and the fear of crime through high quality
design, with regeneration achieved at Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District
Centres.

	7. To reduce crime and antisocial behaviour and the fear of crime through high quality
design, with regeneration achieved at Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District
Centres.

	8. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres in the Borough by day
and night.

	9. To have sufficient homes meeting demographic needs, including affordable housing,
providing for a range, mix, and type in the best locations, including on Strategic Sites.

	10. To have a strong, attractive, diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient
employment land, including Strategic Sites and employees with higher skills levels. Redditch


	will have employees with higher skills levels with strengthened links between business and
education.

	will have employees with higher skills levels with strengthened links between business and
education.

	11. To protect and enhance water, air and soil and minimise flood risk.
12. Ensuring there is a range of health facilities that support existing and new communities
and to promote the role of healthy living through good planning.

	Figure
	Figure
	3.2.3 The proposed spatial strategy of the BORLP4 is to deliver sustainable patterns of development
which are appropriate and proportionate to their location, and adequately provide for the
communities that they serve. Provision is to be made for around 6,400 dwellings between 2011 and
2031, around 55ha of employment land and 40,000 sq.m of retail space. Redditch urban area is the
obvious primary focus for development as it is the main settlement within the Borough and provides

	3.2.3 The proposed spatial strategy of the BORLP4 is to deliver sustainable patterns of development
which are appropriate and proportionate to their location, and adequately provide for the
communities that they serve. Provision is to be made for around 6,400 dwellings between 2011 and
2031, around 55ha of employment land and 40,000 sq.m of retail space. Redditch urban area is the
obvious primary focus for development as it is the main settlement within the Borough and provides
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	conomic population.

	Figure
	sustainable settlement in order to maintain and enhance its important role within the settlement
hierarchy. Due to the compact and built up nature of
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	important that future development which cannot be accommodated within the urban area is
directed to the most appropriate and sustainable locations on the edge of the urban area.

	3.3 Evolution of the BORLP4 and its Appraisal

	3.3 Evolution of the BORLP4 and its Appraisal

	3.3.1 BORLP4 began in June 2007 with the preparation of the Scoping Report and other evidence
gathering. In order to frontload the process of preparation, consultation bodies and the wider
community were involved through informal consultation in the refinement of aspects of the Core
Strategy Issues and Options Document and helped to formulate the Issues. Consultation was also
undertaken at an early stage through a series of topic based citizen and stakeholder panels,
neighbourhood group meetings etc.

	3.3.2 The Issues and Options Document was subject to consultation alongside a draft SA Report
between 9 May 2008 and 20 June 2008. The old Regulation 25 of the Town and Country Planning
(Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 required consultation on an Issues and Options
Document, which proposed the key Issues for Redditch Borough and options to resolve those issues,
as well as a draft Vision and Objectives.

	3.3.3 The SA Report and comments received during consultation on Issues and Options helped to
formulate the Preferred Draft Core Strategy which was subject to an ongoing consultation between
31st October 2008 and 8th May 2009. The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough
Council's most appropriate policy options after consideration of the context and all implications, in
order to resolve the key planning issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on the
identified capacity within the Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings).

	3.3.4 The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS) Panel Report was published in
September 2009. The Panel Report recommended that Redditch Borough should aim to provide for
7,000 new dwellings in the period up until 2026, of which 4,000 dwellings were to be provided
within the Borough, and 3,000 dwellings within the District of Bromsgrove adjacent to Redditch's
boundaries. The implications of increasing the Redditch related target to around 4,000 dwellings
from the Redditch Borough Council evidenced capacity of 2,243 dwellings presented in the Preferred
Draft Core Strategy meant that the preferred development strategy needed to be changed. During
February - March 2010 Redditch Borough Council consulted jointly with Bromsgrove District Council
on a change to Redditch's development strategy, development options within the Borough boundary
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	and cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District. The WMRSS Panel Report stated (para
8.84) that

	and cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District. The WMRSS Panel Report stated (para
8.84) that

	Figure
	whether at or adjacent to the Webheath/Foxlydiate or Brockhill ADRs or in the Bordesley Park area or

	Figure
	3.4 Consideration of Reasonable Alternatives

	3.4 Consideration of Reasonable Alternatives


	3.4.1 The Issues and Options document23 was based on the review of plans, policies and
programmes and baseline information in the Scoping Report24, as well as ongoing informal
consultation and evidence gathering. The Issues and Options document had a set of alternative
options which were:

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

	Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

	Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

	Option 5 - In some other way


	25 
	3.4.2 Each of these options was assessed in the accompanying SA Reportto give an indication of
the sustainability performance of the different Options to ensure that the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy26 was as sustainable as possible. Those options progressed had the least negative effects on
environmental factors and most positive effects for socio-economic factors, as well as reflecting the
overall Plan strategy and being capable of delivery over the Plan period.

	3.4.2 Each of these options was assessed in the accompanying SA Reportto give an indication of
the sustainability performance of the different Options to ensure that the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy26 was as sustainable as possible. Those options progressed had the least negative effects on
environmental factors and most positive effects for socio-economic factors, as well as reflecting the
overall Plan strategy and being capable of delivery over the Plan period.

	3.4.3 The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough Council's most appropriate policy
options after consideration of the context and all implications, in order to resolve the key planning
issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on the identified capacity within the
Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings). The options considered were:

	3.4.3 The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough Council's most appropriate policy
options after consideration of the context and all implications, in order to resolve the key planning
issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on the identified capacity within the
Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings). The options considered were:

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

	Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

	Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

	Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing




	A combination of Options 1 4 was chosen as an appropriate approach to accommodating
development within the Borough, reflecting the focusing of development in the most sustainable
location and the use of previously development land.

	3.4.4

	Figure
	Figure
	Borough Council evidenced capacity of 2,243 dwellings presented in the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy meant that the preferred development strategy needed to be changed. During February -
March 2010 Redditch Borough Council consulted jointly with Bromsgrove District Council on a
change to Redditch's development strategy, development options within the Borough boundary and
cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District including option 1 east of A441, option 2 west

	23
Core Strategy Issues and Options May 2008

	23
Core Strategy Issues and Options May 2008

	24
Sustainability Scoping Report May 2008

	25
Sustainability Appraisal of Issues and Options May 2008

	26
Preferred Draft Core Strategy October 2008
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	of A441 and options 3 adjacent to A44827. A number of consultation events were held at different
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	Alvechurch Baptist Hall, Bentley Village Hall and the Kingfisher centre. It was also advertised in the
loca 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	The development strategy options and
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	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town
Centre

	Figure
	Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus
development in key regeneration areas

	Figure
	Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

	Figure
	Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

	Figure
	Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
There were no suitable alternative options presented to the Borough Council at Issues and
Options consultation stage.

	New options to consider in policy which have emerged from consultation:

	Figure
	Option 6 - Identify Area of Development Restraint (ADR) land to meet development needs
beyond 2026

	Option 6 - Identify Area of Development Restraint (ADR) land to meet development needs
beyond 2026


	Figure
	Option 7 - Add existing ADR land to Green Belt designation

	Figure
	Figure
	3.4.5 Options 1 - 4 were taken forward within the revised Core Strategy28 because they were
considered to provide a reasonable balance between focusing development on the existing urban
area and accommodating new development over the longer term. The principle of accommodating
growth on one or more large sites was explored through two technical studies29, determining that
large scale growth could be accommodated (see for example WYG1 para 8.09) and that
concentration of development on one site would maximise the potential for service and
infrastructure provision (see WYG2 para 7.03). Option 6 was also taken forward as a reasonable
planning strategy to provide for future development needs, namely land at Webheath and in the
vicinity of the A435.

	3.4.5 Options 1 - 4 were taken forward within the revised Core Strategy28 because they were
considered to provide a reasonable balance between focusing development on the existing urban
area and accommodating new development over the longer term. The principle of accommodating
growth on one or more large sites was explored through two technical studies29, determining that
large scale growth could be accommodated (see for example WYG1 para 8.09) and that
concentration of development on one site would maximise the potential for service and
infrastructure provision (see WYG2 para 7.03). Option 6 was also taken forward as a reasonable
planning strategy to provide for future development needs, namely land at Webheath and in the
vicinity of the A435.

	3.4.6 Following the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework in March 2012, and the
subsequent abolition of the WMRSS in May 2013, Redditch Borough Council had responsibility to
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	Figure
	Figure
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	Figure
	objectively assessed housing need. Under the remit of the Duty to Co-operate, Redditch Borough
Council addressed the issue of cross boundary growth to meet its development needs with
Bromsgrove District Council. The Housing Growth Development Study (HGDS)30, which informed the
Draft BORLP4, was undertaken jointly by the two Local Authorities and was subject to a specific
Sustainability Appraisal. The HGDS took forward the spatial strategy of the need for cross-boundary
growth established in the consultation of February 2010 and explored individual sites (and
combinations thereof) for the location of a sustainable urban extension, with smaller sites not
considered to be reasonable alternatives as they could not deliver the quantum of development
required. The options considered were:

	27 Cross Boundary Growth Options Consultation February/March 2010

	27 Cross Boundary Growth Options Consultation February/March 2010

	28
Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy January 2011

	29
WYG Planning & Design (2007) Joint Study into the Future Growth Implications of Redditch Town to 2026
[WYG1]; and WYG Planning & Design (2009) Study into the Future Growth Implications of Redditch Second
Stage Report [WYG2]

	30
Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council (2013) Housing Growth Development Study
(HGDS) and Sustainability Appraisal
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	18 potential development areas surrounding Redditch town based on the areas of search
established in the WYG1 study. Based on the HGDS SA analysis, areas 4, 5, 6, 8 and reduced
area 11 were taken forward for further consideration31.

	18 potential development areas surrounding Redditch town based on the areas of search
established in the WYG1 study. Based on the HGDS SA analysis, areas 4, 5, 6, 8 and reduced
area 11 were taken forward for further consideration31.

	18 potential development areas surrounding Redditch town based on the areas of search
established in the WYG1 study. Based on the HGDS SA analysis, areas 4, 5, 6, 8 and reduced
area 11 were taken forward for further consideration31.

	In order to achieve the required development quantum of 3,400 dwellings, combinations of
potential development areas which were considered to have the best sustainability
performance were considered in more detail, namely:

	In order to achieve the required development quantum of 3,400 dwellings, combinations of
potential development areas which were considered to have the best sustainability
performance were considered in more detail, namely:

	o Areas 4 & 6

	o Areas 4 & 6

	o Areas 4 & 5

	o Reduced Areas of 4 & 11 plus Areas 5 & 6

	o Areas 6 & 8




	The areas around Redditch which have been subject to planning and sustainability appraisal are
shown in Figure 3.1.

	Figure 3.1 Area Appraisal Locations

	Figure
	3.4.7 The combination of Areas 4 & 6 was considered to be the most suitable for development in
terms of sustainability. The combination of areas 4 & 5 performed poorly in comparison to the other
three scenarios, mainly due to biodiversity considerations and the historic environment. The
combination of Areas 4 & 6 scored slightly higher that Areas 6 & 8 due to fewer environmental
constraints and the potential for greater social benefits. In addition, the combination of Areas 6 & 8
could have a significant harmful impacts on the landscape, as well as reducing the gap between
Redditch and Alvechurch and the stra whilst it is
considered that Area 6 could integrate well with existing and new development at Brockhill, there are
concerns about how well Area 8 could related to the urban form of Redditch and integrate with it.
Effectively development at this location could be viewed as a new standalone community. It is also
considered that development at Area 8 could promote commuting northwards and thereby

	3.4.7 The combination of Areas 4 & 6 was considered to be the most suitable for development in
terms of sustainability. The combination of areas 4 & 5 performed poorly in comparison to the other
three scenarios, mainly due to biodiversity considerations and the historic environment. The
combination of Areas 4 & 6 scored slightly higher that Areas 6 & 8 due to fewer environmental
constraints and the potential for greater social benefits. In addition, the combination of Areas 6 & 8
could have a significant harmful impacts on the landscape, as well as reducing the gap between
Redditch and Alvechurch and the stra whilst it is
considered that Area 6 could integrate well with existing and new development at Brockhill, there are
concerns about how well Area 8 could related to the urban form of Redditch and integrate with it.
Effectively development at this location could be viewed as a new standalone community. It is also
considered that development at Area 8 could promote commuting northwards and thereby


	31 See HGDS para 7.21/7.22
	31 See HGDS para 7.21/7.22
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	potentially not economically benefitting Redditch Town Centre and reduci

	potentially not economically benefitting Redditch Town Centre and reduci

	Figure
	credentials. Area 8 also has the least potential for cycling to Redditch Town Centre and would require
significant investment in walk and cycle infrastructure to provide the necessary level of accessibility.
Area 8 generates the greater volume of vehicular movements. 
	Figure
	32

	1.4.8 Therefore, as well as achieving the highest scenario score, the combination of Areas 4 and 6
are the most suitable for development in terms of sustainability.33 Specifically

	1.4.8 Therefore, as well as achieving the highest scenario score, the combination of Areas 4 and 6
are the most suitable for development in terms of sustainability.33 Specifically
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	integrate successfully into the built form of Redditch and the environmental harm is more limited in
comparison to the other scenarios. For example the areas are well contained with defensible
boundaries minimising Green Belt harm and there are fewer statutory historic and environmental
designations. This combination of areas is well located to access public transport and local services

	Figure
	Figure
	34

	1.4.9 A range of consultation methods were used such as adverts in the local press and making
information available in public places such as town hall receptions and libraries and also included

	1.4.9 A range of consultation methods were used such as adverts in the local press and making
information available in public places such as town hall receptions and libraries and also included
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	a vacant shop unit in the Kingfisher centre. 
	Figure
	-

	Figure
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	were on hand to answer queries. A total of 6 events were held on different days and at different
times over the consultation period including weekends and evenings.

	3.4.9 In order to provide consistency in the analysis of potential development areas, an Addendum
SA to the HGDS35 considered the follow potential development areas which were excluded from the
original study: Areas 3, 3A, 7 and 18. Areas 3 and 18 were found to perform relatively strongly in
sustainability terms and therefore taken forward for detailed site appraisal in the same document. In
light of this analysis a reduced part of Area 3 was considered to be suitable for development.
Consequently, Areas 3 (reduced) and 18 were taken forward to be considered as allocation in the
BORLP4.

	3.4.10 As part of the Examination of the BORLP4, various procedural issues were identified and set
out in a Post-Hearings Note36. These concerns (para 7 - 11) focused on the need to clearly present
alternatives which have been considered as part of the site selection process, specifically the
Webheath and A435 Areas of Development Restraint, but which were not considered in the
Submission SA. In response Redditch Borough Council undertook a comparative analysis of all
potential development sites as part of a SA Refresh (Appendix C)37 . This provides a comparative
analysis of their sustainability performance and is included in this Revised SA Report at Appendix D.

	3.4.11 A summary of the evolution of the various strategic and site options consulted upon during
the evolution of BORLP4 are set out in Table 3.1.

	Figure
	32
HGDS para 8.21

	32
HGDS para 8.21

	33
HGDS SA pp.5-6 and scoring p.92; and HGDS para 7.22, 8.8, 8.9, 8.12, 8.13

	34
HGDS SA para 5.81


	35
Addendum to the Housing Growth Study and the Housing Growth Sustainability Appraisal, November 2014
36

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	paras 4 11.

	37
BORLP4 Sustainability Appraisal Refresh, November 2014 (Appendix C)
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	-hearing Note, 3rd October 2014
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	3.5 Site Development Configurations for the Proposed Spatial Strategy

	3.5 Site Development Configurations for the Proposed Spatial Strategy

	3.5 Site Development Configurations for the Proposed Spatial Strategy


	3.5.1 In developing the most appropriate site development configurations for the chosen spatial
strategy and sites which can deliver that strategy, for the land falling within Redditch Borough, the
following options were appraised (see Appendix C) with Option 1 in each case proposed for site
development:

	Brockhill East (Area 6 [part])
Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and
Green Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of employment development
Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only)
for 625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment
development only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030

	Brockhill East (Area 6 [part])
Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and
Green Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of employment development
Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only)
for 625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment
development only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030


	Option 5 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation
Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital

	Option 1 Development of the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha and 145 dwellings
Option 2 Development of the Strategic Site for 200 dwellings only
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of employment
development only

	Webheath (Area 3 [part])
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings
Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment
development only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030

	Webheath (Area 3 [part])
Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings
Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment
development only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030


	Option 4 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation
Woodrow

	Only one option is presented for this Strategic Site as another use would not
appropriate in this area of the Borough due to other constraints.

	Option 1 Development of a Strategic Site for 220 dwellings

	3.5.2 The options presented for each site are considered to be the reasonable alternatives which
could contribute to meeting the identified development needs. These have been derived at various
stages in the plan making process as follows:

	Core Strategy Issues and Options Document38 (May 08) and Context to the Core Strategy
Issues and Option Document39 (May 2008).

	Issue 11: ADRs assumes the existing ADRs will take development and discusses the
potential for the quantum & type of development (i.e. Brockhill ADR mix of housing &
employment; Webheath ADR considered appropriate for housing only). The question
associated with this issue is:

	Q15. Because there is only limited opportunity for employment development on ADR land, do
you think that all ADR land that can accommodate employment development should be used
for employment purposes?

	This is the reason for testing options including employment/residential development or a
combination of both on the sites which include the ADRs.

	38 http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/issues%20options.pdf
39 http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/context.pdf
	38 http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/issues%20options.pdf
39 http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/context.pdf
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	Preferred Draft Core Strategy (October 2008)
Woodrow Strategic site identified as being suitable for housing only, after assessment
through the SHLAA. This and consideration of the surrounding area (i.e. the site is
surrounded by existing residential development) is what led to there being only one option
for this site in the SA.

	Preferred Draft Core Strategy (October 2008)
Woodrow Strategic site identified as being suitable for housing only, after assessment
through the SHLAA. This and consideration of the surrounding area (i.e. the site is
surrounded by existing residential development) is what led to there being only one option
for this site in the SA.

	Land to the Rear of the Alexandra Hospital identified as a strategic site (Policy SP.8) for 8ha
employment only. This is based on assessment of the site through the Employment Land
Review.

	Revised Development Strategy for the Emerging Core Strategy Consultation Paper40

	(February 2010). This document was prepared by RBC and published alongside the joint
development options consultation with BDC. It covers the proposed strategic sites identified
within Redditch at that time and provides a history of their designations in previous Local
Plans and their evolution through the Core Strategy & SA process and concludes with the
potential for each site.

	Brockhill ADR Site potential (page 16): residential & employment development

	Brockhill ADR Site potential (page 16): residential & employment development

	Brockhill Green Belt site potential (page 26): assumption of residential only

	Webheath ADR Site potential (page 22): residential only. There is reference to the
Issues and Options consultation responses which stated a preference for residential
on this site (in response to the question referred to above).


	In respect of land to rea there is the potential for a
variety of options to be developed on the Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital. For
example, the site could be used solely for housing; a mix of employment and housing; a
predominant focus on employment uses and some housing; or a mix of use incorporating

	Figure
	3.6 Conclusions

	The evolution of the BORLP4 has been complex but has followed clearly defined stages which have
reflected changes in regional and national policy. The specification and selection of development
strategy options has been informed by the SA process at every stage and the proposals of the
Submission BORLP4 reflect this analysis. The next chapter sets out the appraisal of the Submission
BORLP4.

	40

	http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/pdf/Revised%20Development%20Strategy%20for%20the%20Emerging%20C

	ore%20Strategy%20-%20Consultation%20Paper.pdf
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	4. Sustainability Appraisal of the BORLP4

	4. Sustainability Appraisal of the BORLP4

	4. Sustainability Appraisal of the BORLP4


	4.1 Introduction

	This chapter sets out the appraisal of the BORLP4 as submitted for Examination. The appraisal
identifies the likely effects associated with strategic site and policy options and the likelihood and
scale of these effects. The appraisal has involved:

	Testing the compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives with the BORLP4 Objectives.

	Testing the compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives with the BORLP4 Objectives.

	Identifying the changes to the sustainability baseline which are predicted to arise from the
options or approaches for the Local Plan; and


	Describing these changes where possible in terms of their magnitude, their geographical scale,
the time period over which they will occur, whether they are permanent or temporary, positive
or negative, probable or improbable, frequent or rare, and whether or not there are cumulative
and/or synergistic effects.

	Describing these changes where possible in terms of their magnitude, their geographical scale,
the time period over which they will occur, whether they are permanent or temporary, positive
or negative, probable or improbable, frequent or rare, and whether or not there are cumulative
and/or synergistic effects.


	Where appropriate, mitigation measures are proposed that maximise any predicted beneficial
effects of the proposed options or approaches and that minimise any predicted adverse effects.

	4.2 Compatibility of Sustainability Objectives and Plan Objectives

	4.2 Compatibility of Sustainability Objectives and Plan Objectives


	4.2.1 Table 4.1 tests the compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives with the Objectives of the
BORLP4, including an assessment of their secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects, using the
following scoring:

	Key

	Key

	Key


	Positively
compatible

	Positively
compatible

	TD
	Figure

	+2 
	Local Plan objectives support the SA Objectives


	Potentially
positive

	Potentially
positive

	TD
	Figure

	+1 
	Local Plan objectives may be sustainable and
support SA Objectives with mitigation measures


	Neutral 
	Neutral 
	TD
	0 
	Local Plan objectives have a balance of negative
and positive outcomes


	Possible conflict 
	Possible conflict 
	TD
	Figure

	-1 / -2
(dependant on its
severity)

	Local Plan objectives conflict with SA objectives -
the Local Plan objective needs to propose
mitigating measures


	No
relationship/
Unsure

	No
relationship/
Unsure

	TD
	Figure

	? 
	Either there is no identifiable relationship or
information is not available to appraise the
objective


	MM 
	MM 
	TD
	Mitigation
measures applied
	TD
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	4.3 Cumulative impacts arising from Compatibility Testing

	4.3 Cumulative impacts arising from Compatibility Testing

	4.3 Cumulative impacts arising from Compatibility Testing


	4.3.1 The SA Objectives and Local Plan Objectives matrix shows that there are no predicted negative
cumulative effects of any of the Local Plan objectives on sustainability. The combined effects of the
Local Plan objectives are positive. Table 4.2 sets out where mitigation of the effects of the
interaction between local Plan Objectives and SA Objectives is required.

	Table 4.2 Compatibility Effects of Sustainability and Plan Objectives and their Potential Mitigation

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Negative / Neutral / Positive Effects 

	TD
	Figure
	Potential Mitigation



	Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity",
Objective 9 eeting demographic
needs, including affordable housing, providing for a range, mix

	Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity",
Objective 9 eeting demographic
needs, including affordable housing, providing for a range, mix

	Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity",
Objective 9 eeting demographic
needs, including affordable housing, providing for a range, mix

	Figure
	and Objective 10

	Figure
	enterprising economic base with sufficient employment land,
including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have employees with
higher skills levels with strengthened links between business

	Figure
	SA Objective 11

	Figure
	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that these objectives were
positively compatible/ potentially positive.


	The positive effects predicted can only be achieved if
biodiversity is enhanced within areas of existing and future open
space. A suitable policy approach has been developed in the
Local Plan through the Green Infrastructure Policy where
proposals are required to enhance or provide a multi-functional
GI network. New open space is also required to contribute to
the GI network in Policy Open Space Provision. In addition
guidance within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
can be relied upon to provide sufficient detail to guide decision
making on planning applications.


	Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity" and
Objective 3 , minimise the impacts of

	Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity" and
Objective 3 , minimise the impacts of

	Local Plan Objective 1 "To maintain and provide a high quality
natural, rural and historic environment with a multifunctional
GI network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity" and
Objective 3 , minimise the impacts of

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	SA Objective 13

	Figure
	decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and

	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible
conflict (-1) between these two objectives.


	The delivery of affordable housing, as with any development,
would have conflicts with the achievement of a high quality
environment. This has been mitigated to a neutral effect by the
inclusion of a policy in the Local Plan on Green Infrastructure
where proposals are required to enhance or provide a multi�functional GI network. New open space is also required to
contribute to the GI network in Policy Open Space Provision.
Mitigation has also been achieved through inclusion of a Policy
on climate change, where it seeks to ensure that new
development is constructed efficiently and sustainably to be
climate resilient and contributes to reducing carbon emissions.


	Loc

	Loc

	Loc

	Figure
	Redditch Borough will work towards the achievement of being

	Figure
	accessibility, maintain a balanced road hierarchy and reduce

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the right
quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant

	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
potentially positive effect between these objectives.


	The potentially positive effect predicted for Local Plan Objective

	The potentially positive effect predicted for Local Plan Objective

	2 has been achieved with the inclusion of a Policy on climate
change, where it seeks to ensure that new development is
constructed efficiently and sustainably to be climate resilient
and contributes to reducing carbon emissions.
The achievement of a positive sustainability outcome for Local
Plan Objective 5 is through the inclusion of a Settlement

	2 has been achieved with the inclusion of a Policy on climate
change, where it seeks to ensure that new development is
constructed efficiently and sustainably to be climate resilient
and contributes to reducing carbon emissions.
The achievement of a positive sustainability outcome for Local
Plan Objective 5 is through the inclusion of a Settlement


	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	most sustainable locations where sustainable travel options
should be greater; and through the High Quality and Safe Design
Policy which positively encourages greater accessibility,
connectivity and permeability, aiding sustainable modes of
movement.
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	Negative / Neutral / Positive Effects 

	TD
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	Potential Mitigation



	TR
	TD
	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible
conflict (-1) between these two objectives.


	In some cases there is a possibility that measures to minimise
the impacts of climate change can have negative effects on the
landscape and townscape quality. This has been mitigated with
the inclusion of a policy on Natural Environment which includes
a landscape section. Mitigation has also been achieved with the
inclusion of a Policy on climate change, where it seeks to ensure
that new development is constructed efficiently and sustainably
to be climate resilient and contributes to reducing carbon
emissions.


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Figure
	housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local

	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
neutral effect between these two objectives.


	The Natural Environment Policy which includes a landscape
section and this would be applied in the implementation of
housing schemes.


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio-economic status or

	Figure
	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
positively compatible effect.


	In order to ensure that Local Plan Objective 6 is achieved, the
Town Centre is promoted as a cultural and tourist opportunity
and also its vitality and viability is ensured through the Local
Plan policy on Town Centre and Retail Hierarchy.
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	Figure
	t homes meeting
demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,

	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
potentially positive effect.


	The achievement of a positive sustainability outcome is
achievable with the inclusion of a Policy on Sustainable Waste
Management which would be required to be implemented as
part of any new housing developments.
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	demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

	Figure
	Figure
	travel and move

	Figure
	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
positively compatible effect between these objectives.


	In order to mitigate the effects of any possibility of conflicting
objectives, the Local Plan has included a strong Development
Strategy which ensures that housing developments and other
developments are built in the most sustainable places. This
includes ensuring administrative boundaries are not an issue

	In order to mitigate the effects of any possibility of conflicting
objectives, the Local Plan has included a strong Development
Strategy which ensures that housing developments and other
developments are built in the most sustainable places. This
includes ensuring administrative boundaries are not an issue

	when selecting the most sustainable locations for housing. Some

	area, this has been demonstrated to be the best location.
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	demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

	Figure
	Figure
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	diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient
employment land, including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have
employees with higher skills levels with strengthened links

	Figure
	Figure
	ater, soil and air and

	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible


	In order to mitigate the effects of these possibly conflicting
objectives, the Local Plan includes a policy on the Natural
Environment which encourages all developments to protect
water, soil and air.
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	TD
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	Negative / Neutral / Positive Effects 

	TD
	Figure
	Potential Mitigation



	conflict (-2) between these objectives.

	conflict (-2) between these objectives.

	TD
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	demographic needs, including affordable housing, providing
for a range, mix and type in the best locations, including on

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient
employment land, including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have
employees with higher skills levels with strengthened links

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not

	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be possible
conflict (-2) between these objectives.


	In order to meet Objectives 9 and 10, i.e. to achieve
development of sufficient numbers of dwellings, and sufficient
economic development, there will be negative effects on SA
Objective 17 because of the significant amounts of Green Belt
land required. However, the Development Strategy has
minimised these effects through careful consideration of the
most sustainable locations for Green Belt release and by
ensuring that the areas of the Green Belt are not the most
valuable areas. This SA has demonstrated that the housing
strategy for the plan is the most suitable when considered
against all other alternatives. Therefore to ensure that the Plan
is the most sustainable the use of Green Belt land is a necessity
and has been minimized.


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Figure
	To have a strong, attractive, diverse
and enterprising economic base with sufficient employment
land, including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have employees
with higher skills levels with strengthened links between

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel

	Figure
	Figure
	The matrix at Table 4.1 predicted that there would be a
potentially positive effect by achieving these objectives.


	The Local Plan has included a policy on the Development
Strategy which ensures developments are built in the most
sustainable places where the need to travel is be reduced and
where sustainable modes of travel are more readily available.
This includes ensuring administrative boundaries are not an

	The Local Plan has included a policy on the Development
Strategy which ensures developments are built in the most
sustainable places where the need to travel is be reduced and
where sustainable modes of travel are more readily available.
This includes ensuring administrative boundaries are not an

	issue when selecting the most sustainable locations for housing.

	Bromsgrove area, this has been demonstrated to be the best
location. This SA has demonstrated that the housing strategy for
the plan is the most suitable when considered against all other
alternatives.




	4.4 Sustainability Analysis of the Local Plan Strategy and Policies

	4.4 Sustainability Analysis of the Local Plan Strategy and Policies

	4.4.1 The likely sustainability effects of the proposed strategy are summarised in Table 4.3 and plan
policies in Table 4.4 .The appraisals are based on the following scoring:


	Symbol 
	Symbol 
	Symbol 
	Sustainability effect 
	Effect score (where used)


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	+ + 

	Clear, strongly positive implications 
	+2


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	+ 

	Overall implications likely to be positive 
	+1


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	0 

	Neutral 
	0


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	? 

	Mixed or Unclear 
	0


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	- 

	Overall implications likely to be negative 
	-1


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	- - 

	Clear, strong negative implications 
	-2


	Ø 
	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship 
	0



	4.4.2 The analysis in Table 4.3 demonstrates that the majority of the effects will be positive or very
positive in character, reflecting the efforts to steer development into the built-up area in the first
instance and where further development is required, create sustainable urban extensions which
	4.4.2 The analysis in Table 4.3 demonstrates that the majority of the effects will be positive or very
positive in character, reflecting the efforts to steer development into the built-up area in the first
instance and where further development is required, create sustainable urban extensions which


	minimise impacts on landscape and biodiversity, whilst maximising the provision of infrastructure
and services through developments of a reasonable scale.

	minimise impacts on landscape and biodiversity, whilst maximising the provision of infrastructure
and services through developments of a reasonable scale.

	Table 4.3 Sustainability Effects of the BORLP4 (see full analysis in Appendix B)

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	SA Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Appraisal Score 

	TD
	Figure
	Likely effects



	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal



	TD
	Figure
	++ 

	Managing waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy should be
addressed in line with national guidance. Opportunities to manage
waste are included within the Climate Change policy which sets out the
need to encourage recycling in development and other measures which
new development should meet. The preferred locations of cross
boundary development in comparison to alternatives or the
introduction of the Redditch Cross Boundary policy would not have any
other effect.


	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt
to the impacts of climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt
to the impacts of climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt
to the impacts of climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt
to the impacts of climate change



	TD
	Figure
	+ 

	The likely growth in households, economic activity and transport is
inevitably likely to increase gross energy demand in Redditch (even if
demand per head may decrease as a result of other measures).
Mitigation against increases in CO2 has been addressed through policy
e.g. the percentage of energy to be provided from renewable sources
and the promotion of sustainable transport. Mitigation of climate
change is addressed through building design, landscaping and transport.
Local plan policy considers the most sustainable places to locate
development which takes into consideration the provision of existing
infrastructure, facilities and accessibility to existing services. The
locations for cross boundary development would have an effect on this
objective, but Local Plan policies and the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy take account of the greenfield locations and need
to enhance connectivity.


	(3) To reduce the need to travel
and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to travel
and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to travel
and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to travel
and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns



	TD
	Figure
	+ 

	The Local Plan makes it clear where development should generally be
directed through the Settlement Hierarchy and Development Strategy
Policies, so that the need to travel is reduced by guiding development to
the most sustainable locations. The location of cross boundary
development has some limited effects because many of the locations
are fairly easily accessible to Redditch. Some locations are more
accessible by sustainable means than other locations. The cross
boundary policy requires the implementation of a range of measures to
reduce the need to travel, and possible enhancements to the road
network as a consequence of development.


	4) Develop a knowledge driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and
rural

	4) Develop a knowledge driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and
rural

	4) Develop a knowledge driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and
rural

	4) Develop a knowledge driven
economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure
and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and
rural



	TD
	Figure
	++ 

	The Local Plan promotes the regeneration of the Matchborough,
Winyates and Woodrow District Centres and requires as much of its
development needs to be met in the main settlement of Redditch as
possible. Opportunities for businesses to develop and enhance
competitiveness have been included within the Local Plan in policies
such as Development Outside of Primary Employment Areas and Rural
Economic Development. Neither the locations for cross boundary
development nor the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
would contribute towards urban or rural regeneration and therefore
would have no effects on this objective.


	(5) To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in
and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and
quality of life, encouraging pride
and social responsibility in the
local community
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	Consultation methods promoted in the Statement of Community
Involvement offered the greatest level of opportunity to contribute to
the consultation process. The process of determining the locations for
cross boundary development play a significant part in the consultation
process for the Local Plan.
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	Likely effects



	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value and
low impact, especially resource
efficient technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives
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	Neither the locations for cross boundary development nor the Redditch
Cross Boundary Development Policy affect this objective, however the
allocation of the Redditch Eastern Gateway site helps to ensure it is
delivered.


	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air and
water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air and
water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air and
water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air and
water resources
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	Figure
	+ 

	The Local Plan addresses this issue through policies on Sustainable
Water Management and Climate Change. The policy on Natural
Environment addresses the potential negative effects on air quality. The
policy on Redditch Cross Boundary Development encourages the site
specific alleviation, mitigation and reporting.


	(8) Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does not
occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas
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	Figure
	+ 

	The Flood Risk Policy encourages site development to take into account
all types of flooding and the Local Plan is informed by an up-to-date
SFRA. The majority of sites within the Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment are not within Flood Zones 2 or 3 (3a or 3b) and those few
that are, either proposed to avoid development on those parts, or have
mitigation proposals. The locations for cross boundary development are,
through the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy, required to
take account of all types of flooding in the detailed site specific Flood
Risk Assessments. SUDS are required as part of proposals where
appropriate within each Strategic Site Policy and through the
Sustainable Water Management Policy.


	(9) To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio-economic status
or educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio-economic status
or educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio-economic status
or educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality and
viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of and
equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio-economic status
or educational attainment



	TD
	Figure
	++ 

	The Local Plan places Redditch Town Centre at the top of the Hierarchy
of Centres in an effort to enhance the provision of main Town Centre
uses. Strategic sites within and adjacent to Redditch Town Centre also
aim to enhance service provision and facilities. In terms of District
Centres, the redevelopment of the District Centres also helps to address
this Objective. This redevelopment would enhance the provision of local
services and facilities and improve the vitality and viability of the District
Centres. The choice of locations for cross boundary development could
enhance the provision of local services and facilities as part of the
development and the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
encourages this at the preferred locations. There is an opportunity to
improve and integrate public transport links at the locations for cross
boundary development particularly where a critical mass of
development is achieved or where sites can be linked.


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality

	(10) Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality

	(10) Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality

	(10) Safeguard and strengthen
landscape and townscape
character and quality
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	The landscapes in and around Redditch are very important and any
inappropriate proposals which do not implement necessary mitigation
measures are resisted in the policy on Natural Environment. The
locations for cross-boundary development have been determined with
regard to the Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment,
although all locations have some landscape impacts.


	(11) To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity
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	+ 

	The importance of the green corridors in and around the Borough
warrants biodiversity and geodiversity elements to be included in the
Green Infrastructure policy and specifically within policies for strategic
sites. The locations for cross boundary development would have an
effect on the achievement of this Objective because all sites are
greenfield sites which include areas of biodiversity that would require
mitigation measures to ensure continued protection and enhancement.


	(12) To improve the health and
well being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health and
well being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health and
well being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health and
well being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health
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	The Local Plan identifies locations within the Borough that could be
safeguarded for health related purposes at the Alexandra Hospital. By
increasing the provision of healthcare facilities, access is also likely to
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	improve through the policy on Health Facilities. Quality of life of
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	improve through the policy on Health Facilities. Quality of life of
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	transportation, open space, the development strategy, pollution and the
natural environment and landscape. Noise and light pollution increases
are very likely as a result of the cumulative impact of development and
mitigation measures are essential. Neither the locations for cross
boundary growth or the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
impact on this objective.



	(13) Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

	(13) Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

	(13) Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments

	(13) Provide decent affordable
housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local
needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments
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	The Local Plan sets out the Affordable Housing need and requirements
for the Borough through Policy, reflecting the findings of the Strategic
Housing Market Assessment. Neither the locations for cross boundary
growth nor the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy impact
upon this Objective with the exception of being able to deliver more
affordable housing, but this is not a locational issue.


	(14) To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce
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	Before any significant development commences, the necessary
infrastructure (which would include educational facilities) would need to
be available to accommodate the increased pressure on services that
would occur from additional residents. The Local Plan ensures that
sufficient delivery of infrastructure of various types are provided. The
locations for cross boundary growth will require the supply of additional
educational facilities which would help to ensure positive effects for this
objective.


	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime
and anti-social behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime
and anti-social behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime
and anti-social behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime
and anti-social behaviour
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	The Local Plan aims to resolve the issue of crime and anti-social
behaviour and the most productive way of ensuring this is through
design considerations through Policy on High Quality and Safe Design.


	(16) Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in
new development proposals



	TD
	Figure
	++ 

	There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims to improve the
quality of the built environment, for example through the
redevelopment and regeneration of the New Town era District Centres,
general protection for elements of the historic environment, and design
policies. The protection and enhancement of the Borou

	There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims to improve the
quality of the built environment, for example through the
redevelopment and regeneration of the New Town era District Centres,
general protection for elements of the historic environment, and design
policies. The protection and enhancement of the Borou
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	assets are ensured through the Historic Assets policy in the Local Plan
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	clusters of listed buildings in a number of cross boundary locations
although the preferred locations for development help to achieve this
objective.



	(17) Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to
open space and biodiversity
interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to
open space and biodiversity
interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to
open space and biodiversity
interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of land
through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to
open space and biodiversity
interest
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	The Local Plan maintains that the remaining Green Belt land should
remain open and protected from inappropriate development in line
with national guidance. The Local Plan includes a policy on making the
most efficient use of land which includes maximising PDL. The locations
for cross boundary growth are not PDL; this is necessary as insufficient
PDL is available to accommodate the required level of growth. The
locations for cross boundary development all involve development on
the Green Belt so the achievement of this decision making criteria could
be negatively affected depending on the location.


	(18) Promote resource efficiency
and energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources

	(18) Promote resource efficiency
and energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources

	(18) Promote resource efficiency
and energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources

	(18) Promote resource efficiency
and energy generated from
renewable energy and low
carbon sources



	TD
	Figure
	++ 

	The Local Plan encourages renewable and low carbon energy production
through the Climate Change policy and requires that development
delivers appropriate standards against the Code for Sustainable Homes
and that other sustainable construction methods for non-residential
development are achieved. The majority of the locations for cross
boundary development would concentrate development in a single
large development area, the opportunities for integrating renewable
and low carbon technologies could be maximised.



	4.4.3 The appraisal of Local Plan policies is set out in Appendix C. Table 4.4 summarises this analysis.

	4.4.3 The appraisal of Local Plan policies is set out in Appendix C. Table 4.4 summarises this analysis.

	4.4.3 The appraisal of Local Plan policies is set out in Appendix C. Table 4.4 summarises this analysis.


	Table 4.4 Summary of Policy Effects by Policy Group
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	Sustainable Places to Live
Which Meet Our Needs

	Sustainable Places to Live
Which Meet Our Needs

	Sustainable Places to Live
Which Meet Our Needs

	(Policies 2 10)


	Sustainability effects are likely to be largely positive, reflecting the steering of development to
appropriate locations, using previously developed land where possible, whilst providing for the
needs of the Borough and its residents as a whole. Good design will be of particular importance
in realising potential benefits, minimising landscape impacts and providing opportunities to
influence issues such as travel behaviour through infrastructure provision.


	Creating and Sustaining a
Green Environment

	Creating and Sustaining a
Green Environment

	Creating and Sustaining a
Green Environment

	(Policies 11 22)


	A range of positive effects are predicted as a result of the implementation of these policies,
reflecting their emphasis on conservation and enhancement of natural resources, and where
new development is proposed, the application of criteria steering its likely impacts. The design
of new development will be critical in ensuring that these criteria are met and likely effects on
sustainability.


	Creating a Borough Where
Businesses can Thrive

	Creating a Borough Where
Businesses can Thrive

	Creating a Borough Where
Businesses can Thrive

	(Policies 23 29)


	These policies are likely to result in positive sustainability effects, reflecting the pragmatic tone
of the policies in providing for the needs of businesses of all kinds to prosper through land
allocation, balanced against environmental considerations through the promotion of good
design.


	Improving the Vitality and
Viability of Redditch Town
Centre and District Centres

	Improving the Vitality and
Viability of Redditch Town
Centre and District Centres

	Improving the Vitality and
Viability of Redditch Town
Centre and District Centres

	(Policies 30 35)


	Positive effects on a range of sustainability criteria are likely to accrue from implementation of
these policies, reflecting their emphasis on creating a positive planning framework for business.
Much is dependent upon wider economic factors, however, notably the health of the retail
sector.


	Protecting and Enhancing

	Protecting and Enhancing

	Protecting and Enhancing

	Figure
	Environment

	(Policies 36 38)


	Sustainability effects, where occurring, are positive, reflecting the positive character of the
policies which promote a balanced approach to development, although much depends upon the
consistency of their implementation.


	Creating Safe and Attractive
Places to Live and Work

	Creating Safe and Attractive
Places to Live and Work

	Creating Safe and Attractive
Places to Live and Work

	(Policies 39 42)


	Sustainability effects, where occurring, are positive, reflecting the positive character of the
policies which promote a balanced approach to development, although much depends upon the
consistency of their implementation.
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	Community Well-being

	(Policies 43 45)


	Sustainability effects, where occurring, are positive, reflecting the positive character of the
policies which promote a balanced approach to development, although much depends upon the
consistency of their implementation.


	Strategic Sites

	Strategic Sites

	Strategic Sites

	(Policies 46 49)


	Whilst negative impacts on landscape are acknowledged, reflecting the likely degree of change,
the size of the sites typically allows for development which will offset any negative effects
through comprehensive masterplanning. Positive effects in respect of the provision of green
infrastructure, sustainable transport infrastructure and provision for renewable energy and
waste management are predicted.



	Note: Policy 1 is a generic national policy relating to presumption in favour of sustainable development

	4.4.4 The appraisal of proposed strategic sites and reasonable alternatives is presented in Appendix

	4.4.4 The appraisal of proposed strategic sites and reasonable alternatives is presented in Appendix

	D. The strategic sites are:

	D. The strategic sites are:

	Brockhill Strategic Site (Including Site 6)

	Brockhill Strategic Site (Including Site 6)

	Webheath Strategic site (Including Site 3)

	A435 (Including Site 18)

	Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital

	Woodrow Strategic Site

	Brockhill West Green Belt (Including Site 5)




	4.4.4 The analysis demonstrates that whilst there are some negative effects associated with the
proposed sites, their overall performance is better in comparison with the reasonable alternatives.
The particular strengths of the strategic sites relate to:

	4.4.4 The analysis demonstrates that whilst there are some negative effects associated with the
proposed sites, their overall performance is better in comparison with the reasonable alternatives.
The particular strengths of the strategic sites relate to:

	Opportunities to provide for sustainable travel through the provision of new infrastructure
and making best use of existing infrastructure.

	Opportunities to provide for sustainable travel through the provision of new infrastructure
and making best use of existing infrastructure.

	Support for existing businesses as well as providing for the establishment of new enterprises
through mixed use development.

	Provision of affordable housing which will help to address local needs.

	Additional service provision such as education which will address existing and future needs.

	Opportunities for innovation in respect of renewable energy generation and use, for
example.

	Masterplan-led design which addresses the provision of green infrastructure, climate�proofed drainage and site-specific design which takes account of landscape sensitivity and
cultural heritage impacts.


	4.4.5 Sustainability effects which are likely to require mitigation through detailed masterplanning
and consideration of wider infrastructure provision relate to:

	4.4.5 Sustainability effects which are likely to require mitigation through detailed masterplanning
and consideration of wider infrastructure provision relate to:

	4.4.5 Sustainability effects which are likely to require mitigation through detailed masterplanning
and consideration of wider infrastructure provision relate to:

	Landscape and cultural heritage impacts, including light pollution.

	Landscape and cultural heritage impacts, including light pollution.

	Flood risk.

	The protection and enhancement of existing biodiversity through green infrastructure
provision.

	Traffic and travel impacts (including emissions), particularly through the provision of
sustainable transport infrastructure.



	4.4.6 The reasonable alternatives typically demonstrate weaker performance in respect of their
ability to deliver relatively self-contained development and other locations issues, specifically:

	4.4.6 The reasonable alternatives typically demonstrate weaker performance in respect of their
ability to deliver relatively self-contained development and other locations issues, specifically:

	More limited access to sustainable transport (both existing and potential).

	More limited access to sustainable transport (both existing and potential).

	A greater need to travel, hence increasing CO2 emissions.

	Fewer opportunities to make use of and improve existing infrastructure.

	Flood risk issues.

	Impacts on cultural heritage, notably Conservation Areas.

	By virtue of their size, fewer opportunities for service provision to contribute to self�containment.




	4.5 Site Delivery Options

	4.5 Site Delivery Options

	In respect of the chosen strategic sites, Table 4.5 (and Appendix E) sets out the options for site
delivery in the context 
	Figure
	needs over the Plan

	period41.

	Table 4.5 Site Delivery Options Chosen and Reasoning
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	Option
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	Chosen

	Chosen



	Figure
	Brockhill

	East

	Option 1 Development of
the full Strategic Site
(previously designated ADR
and Green Belt) for 1,000
dwellings and 8.45 Ha of
employment development

	Option 2 Development of
partial Strategic Site
(previously designated ADR
only) for 625 and 8.45 Ha of
employment

	Option 3 Development of
the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha
of employment development
only

	Option 4 - Identify ADR land to
meet development needs
beyond 2030

	Option 5 Add existing ADR
land to Green Belt Designation

	Option 1

	Development
of the full
Strategic Site
(previously
designated
ADR and
Green Belt) for
1,000
dwellings and
8.45 Ha of
employment
development

	When assessed against the SA Objectives,
Options 1 and 2 scored similarly. Both
Options scored well against the
achievement of sustainability appraisal
objectives 3, 4, 6, 9, 13 and 14; however
Option 1 is more likely to deliver the
positive effects as it will deliver more
housing development. While there are
some negative effects predicted on SA
Objectives 7, 10, 11 and 17, mitigation
could reduce the impact.

	Option 3 is very likely to achieve positive
effects on sustainability appraisal objectives
4, 6 and 14; however it is also very likely to
have a negative effect on objectives 10 and
13 and would result in a shortfall of suitable
land for housing. Options 4 and 5 would
also have a negative effect on objectives 4
and 13 and would result in a shortfall of
suitable land for housing and employment,
although Option 5 (as well as Option 4 in
the short term) would be likely to have a
positive effect on objectives 7, and 17.

	Figure
	Land to the
rear of the
Alexandra
Hospital

	Option 1 Development of
the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha
and 145 dwellings

	Option 2 Development of
the Strategic Site for 200
dwellings only

	Option 3 Development of
the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of
employment development
only

	Option 1

	Development
of the
Strategic Site
for 1.85 Ha
and 145
dwellings

	This site scored well against the
achievement of sustainability appraisal
objectives. In particular Option 1 scored
well against the achievement of
sustainability appraisal objectives 3, 4, 6, 13
and 14. As with Options 2 and 3 there may
be some negative effects with regard to the
achievement of objectives 7, 10, 11 and 17,
however mitigation measures may reduce
these impacts.

	Figure
	Webheath 
	Option 1 Development of
Strategic Site for 400-600
dwellings

	Option 2 - Development of the
Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of
employment development
only

	Option 1

	Development
of Strategic
Site for 400-
600 dwellings

	When assessed against the SA Objectives,
Options 1 and 2 scored similarly overall.
Option 1 is very likely to achieve positive
effects on sustainability appraisal objectives
3, 9 and 13, although it is likely to have
negative impacts on objectives 7, 10, 11
and 17. Option 2 is likely to achieve positive
effects on sustainability appraisal objectives

	41 See pp.215/216 of the SA Refresh
	41 See pp.215/216 of the SA Refresh
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	Option 3 - Identify ADR land to
meet development needs
beyond 2030

	TD
	Option 3 - Identify ADR land to
meet development needs
beyond 2030

	Option 3 - Identify ADR land to
meet development needs
beyond 2030

	Option 4 Add existing ADR
land to Green Belt Designation


	TD
	3, 4, 6 and 14 and have negative impacts on
objectives 7, 10, 11, 13 and 17. With both
options, mitigation measures may reduce
the impacts on objectives 7, 10, 11 and 17;
however the shortfall in housing that would
result from Option 2 cannot be met
elsewhere, therefore Option 1 would be the
most appropriate option for this site.


	Woodrow 
	Woodrow 
	Only one option is presented
for this Strategic Site as
another use would not
appropriate in this area of the
Borough due to other
constraints. Option 1
Development of Strategic Site
for 220 dwellings

	Option 1

	Option 1

	Development
of Strategic
Site for 220
dwellings


	This site has only one option due to other
constraints, although it scored well against
the SA Objectives. While there are some
any negative impacts on SA Objectives 7,
10, 11 and 17, mitigation measures will be
necessary and can be dealt with within the
Strategic Site Policy.



	4.6 Redditch Cross Boundary Development (RCBD1)

	4.6 Redditch Cross Boundary Development (RCBD1)


	The following policy extract has been taken directly from the Bromsgrove District Plan SA (CDB3.12)
and repeated here for completeness, as Policy RCBD1 relates to development within Bromsgrove

	Figure
	BORLP4 as an appendix for

	information.

	Key Policy Strengths

	The policy allocates 2 expansion sites around the north and west of Redditch Town. These
sites are in sustainable locations with good access to existing services, facilities and
infrastructure. A number of other benefits will be created including the provision of wide
range of housing to meet local needs including affordable housing.
The expansion sites around Redditch Town will provide a wide range of services and facilities
on site so it will be possible

	Figure
	Figure
	journeys which will provide environmental and social benefits. The policy also seeks
improvements in public transport which should lead to an increase in the number of bus
passengers and increased accessibility by sustainable means would result in social benefits
such as improvements in quality of life and tackling social exclusion.
The policy also has a number of environmental benefits in terms of protection of habitats
and strengthening green infrastructure. The policy emphasis on high quality design should
help to achieve a built environment that can successfully integrate into Redditch.

	Key Policy Weaknesses

	All of the land around the periphery of Redditch Town is Green Belt and agricultural land and
therefore development on this type of land is unavoidable. This could be seen as being
contrary to environmental sustainability objectives EV2 and EV3 that seek to protect the
countryside, green spaces, Green Belt and the best agricultural land and safeguard and
strengthen landscape character and quality. A detailed site selection process has been
undertaken and these are considered to be the most suitable sites around the Town.
The development sites have the potential to impact on environmental issues such as
flooding and biodiversity. However, the policy sets clear parameters to ensure that there are
no negative impacts by wherever possible protecting habitats.

	The NPPF discourages development in the floodplain and this principle should be taken
forward through the planning system. The location of development will have an impact on
flood risk but this can be addressed through the use of measures such as SUDS.

	The NPPF discourages development in the floodplain and this principle should be taken
forward through the planning system. The location of development will have an impact on
flood risk but this can be addressed through the use of measures such as SUDS.

	Recommendations for Mitigation

	A masterplan should be developed to supplement the policy for the cross boundary sites to
provide a greater level of detail on issues such as biodiversity to ensure that there are
benefits for protected species and all important natural features are retained or enhanced.
This should also include a clear strategy for green infrastructure.

	4.7 Overall Effects of the BORLP4 and Proposals for Mitigation

	4.7 Overall Effects of the BORLP4 and Proposals for Mitigation

	4.7.1 At the previous two Core Strategy (later Local Plan) stages, it was predicted that the most likely
positive significant effects related to the benefits that the preferred strategy approach would bring.
It was envisaged that development would be promoted within the sustainable settlement of
Redditch where there would be positive effects likely on achieving more sustainable travel patterns,
regeneration of available poor quality and deprived areas and a good chance of securing efficient
use of land. The implications of the WMRSS for Redditch meant that the extent of this positive effect
was likely to be significantly reduced because development on Green Belt land and former ADR land
was inevitable.

	4.7.2 The change in Government in 2010 allowed Local Authorities to put forward its own evidenced
development targets, which meant that the Local Plan has had the opportunity to look at other
options which may be more sustainable. Although the Borough Council has produced locally derived
evidence to underpin its development targets, this evidence still indicates that development on
Green Belt land and former ADR land is required, as is the need for cross boundary development. It
is possible for there to be negative effects on the environmental, social and economic sustainability
of the Borough as a result of the Local Plan however this SA demonstrates that with appropriate
mitigation measures, these impacts can be minimised, mitigated against and in many cases an
improvement on the baseline situation is possible where unused non-accessible space is brought
into use.

	4.7.3 Development outside of the administrative boundary of Redditch is necessary due to the
limited capacity available within the Borough to meet the locally derived development requirements
on suitable and sustainable sites. This issue has been addressed jointly between Redditch Borough
Council and Bromsgrove District Council. The process of determining the location for this growth has
therefore been part of a separate joint consultation and SA process, progressed concurrently with
the Local Plan for Redditch. The SA for Redditch does however include cross boundary development
options so that there is comparable assessment between the sites within Redditch, and those
beyond the border. The SA which accompanies the Redditch Growth Consultation, and this SA found
that the most sustainable and therefore preferred location for development is generally to the
north/west of Redditch, which is no change from previous SA analysis and this also reflects previous
evidence findings.

	4.7.4 Table 4.6 sets out the key positive and negative effects associated with implementation of
BORLP4. Mitigation measures are also included where potential negative or positive effects have
been identified from the analysis of the Options against SA Objectives and Local Plan Objectives
(Stages B2, B3 and B4). There are appropriate mitigation measures proposed to ensure that
compatibility between objectives, or achievement of a specific outcome is maximised.


	Table 4.6 Likely Effects of the BORLP4 and their Proposed Mitigation
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	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal

	(1) To manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal



	Opportunities to manage waste are included within
the Climate Change policy which sets out the need to
encourage recycling in development and other
measures which new development should meet. The
preferred locations of cross boundary development
in comparison to alternatives or the introduction of
the Redditch Cross Boundary policy would not have
any other effect.

	Opportunities to manage waste
are included within the Climate
Change policy. This has set out the
need to encourage recycling in
development and other measures
which new development should
meet.


	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change

	(2) Reduce causes of and
adapt to the impacts of
climate change



	The likely growth in households, economic activity
and transport is inevitably likely to increase gross
energy demand in Redditch (even if demand per
head may decrease as a result of other measures).
Mitigation against increases in CO2 has been
addressed through policy e.g. the percentage of
energy to be provided from renewable sources and
the promotion of sustainable transport. Mitigation of
climate change is addressed through building design,
landscaping and transport. Local plan policy
considers the most sustainable places to locate
development which takes into consideration the
provision of existing infrastructure, facilities and
accessibility to existing services. The locations for
cross boundary development would have an effect
on this objective, but Local Plan policies and the
Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy take
account of the greenfield locations and need to
enhance connectivity.

	The Local Plan makes provision for
the mitigation of climate change
in a number of ways e.g. through
building design, landscaping,
transport, flooding and especially
through the delivery of Policy on
Climate Change.


	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns

	(3) To reduce the need to
travel and move towards
more sustainable travel
patterns



	The Local Plan makes it clear where development
should generally be directed through the Settlement
Hierarchy and Development Strategy Policies, so that
the need to travel is reduced by guiding
development to the most sustainable locations. The
location of cross boundary development has limited
effects because many of the locations are easily
accessible to Redditch. Some locations are more
accessible by sustainable means than other
locations. The cross boundary policy requires the
implementation of a range of measures to reduce
the need to travel, and possible enhancements to
the road network as a consequence of development.

	The Local Plan makes it clear
where development should
generally be directed through the
Settlement Hierarchy and
Development Strategy Polices, so
that the need to travel is reduced
by guiding development to the
most sustainable locations. Other
aspects relating to sustainable
transportation have been included
within the Local Plan especially
through the Sustainable Travel
and Accessibility Policy.

	The Local Plan makes it clear
where development should
generally be directed through the
Settlement Hierarchy and
Development Strategy Polices, so
that the need to travel is reduced
by guiding development to the
most sustainable locations. Other
aspects relating to sustainable
transportation have been included
within the Local Plan especially
through the Sustainable Travel
and Accessibility Policy.

	The cross boundary Policy has
required the implementation of a
range of measures to reduce the
need to travel, and possible
enhancements to the road
network as a consequence of
development, so that any
potential for negative effects have
been mitigated against.



	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share

	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share

	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share

	4) Develop a knowledge
driven economy, with the
appropriate employment
land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share



	The Local Plan promotes the regeneration of the
Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District
Centres and requires as much of its development
needs to be met in the main settlement of Redditch
as possible. Opportunities for businesses to develop
and enhance competitiveness have been included

	The Local Plan includes a number
of measures to be implemented in
order to encourage the
sustainable growth of the rural
economy in line with the rural
regeneration aims formulated in
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	the benefits urban and rural 
	the benefits urban and rural 
	within the Local Plan in policies such as Development
Outside of Primary Employment Areas and Rural
Economic Development. Neither the locations for
cross boundary development nor the Redditch Cross
Boundary Development Policy would contribute
towards urban or rural regeneration and therefore
would have no effects on this objective.

	the NPPF, especially the policy on
Rural Economic Development.


	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community

	(5) To provide opportunities
for communities to
participate in and contribute
to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the
local community



	Consultation methods promoted in the Statement of
Community Involvement offered the greatest level of
opportunity to contribute to the consultation
process. The process of determining the locations for
cross boundary development play a significant part
in the consultation process for the Local Plan.

	None identified.


	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives

	(6) Promote and support the
development of new
technologies, of high value
and low impact, especially
resource efficient
technologies and
environmental technology
initiatives



	Neither the locations for cross boundary
development nor the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy affect this objective, however
the allocation of the Redditch Eastern Gateway site
helps to ensure it is delivered.

	The Local Plan includes
encouragement for the use of
BREEAM standards and other
nationally supported
requirements such as CSH through
the Climate Change Policy.


	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources

	(7) Protect and improve the
quality of water, soil and air
and water resources



	The Local Plan addresses this issue through policies
on Sustainable Water Management and Climate
Change. The policy on Natural Environment
addresses the potential negative effects on air
quality. The policy on Redditch Cross Boundary
Development encourages the site specific alleviation,
mitigation and reporting.

	The Local Plan addresses this issue
through a policy on Sustainable
Water Management and Climate
Change, including requirements to
achieve the Code for Sustainable
Homes which requires new
dwellings to meet water
conservation standards.


	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas

	(8) Ensure development does
not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to
fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas



	The Flood Risk Policy encourages site development
to take into account all types of flooding and the
Local Plan is informed by an up-to-date SFRA. The
majority of sites within the Strategic Housing Land
Availability Assessment are not within Flood Zones 2
or 3 (3a or 3b) and those few that are, either
proposed to avoid development on those parts, or
have mitigation proposals. The locations for cross
boundary development are, through the Redditch
Cross Boundary Development Policy, required to
take account of all types of flooding in the detailed
site specific Flood Risk Assessments. SUDS are
required as part of proposals where appropriate
within each Strategic Site Policy and through the
Sustainable Water Management Policy.

	The Local Plan includes the Flood
Risk Policy which encourages site
development to take into account
all types of flooding and the Local
Plan itself is informed by an up to
date Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment Level 2.


	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment

	(9) To improve the vitality
and viability of Town and
District Centres and the
quality of and equitable
access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio-economic status or
educational attainment



	The Local Plan places Redditch Town Centre at the
top of the Hierarchy of Centres in an effort to
enhance the provision of main Town Centre uses.
Strategic sites within and adjacent to Redditch Town
Centre also aim to enhance service provision and
facilities. In terms of District Centres, the
redevelopment of the District Centres also helps to
address this Objective. This redevelopment would
enhance the provision of local services and facilities

	The Local Plan includes a
Development Strategy which aims
to guide development to places
which are more accessible as
preferable places for
development, where sustainable
modes of travel are available,
which includes public transport.
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	and improve the vitality and viability of the District
Centres. The choice of locations for cross boundary
development could enhance the provision of local
services and facilities as part of the development and
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
encourages this at the preferred locations. There is
an opportunity to improve and integrate public
transport links at the locations for cross boundary
development particularly where a critical mass of
development is achieved or where sites can be
linked.

	TD
	and improve the vitality and viability of the District
Centres. The choice of locations for cross boundary
development could enhance the provision of local
services and facilities as part of the development and
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
encourages this at the preferred locations. There is
an opportunity to improve and integrate public
transport links at the locations for cross boundary
development particularly where a critical mass of
development is achieved or where sites can be
linked.

	TD

	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality

	(10) Safeguard and
strengthen landscape and
townscape character and
quality



	The landscapes in and around Redditch are very
important and any inappropriate proposals which do
not implement necessary mitigation measures are
resisted in the policy on Natural Environment. The
locations for cross-boundary development have
been determined with regard to the Worcestershire
Landscape Character Assessment, although all
locations have some landscape impacts.

	The landscapes in and around
Redditch Borough are very
important and any inappropriate
proposals which do not
implement necessary mitigation
measures are resisted in the policy
on the Natural Environment.


	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity

	(11) To conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity



	The importance of the green corridors in and around
the Borough warrants biodiversity and geodiversity
elements to be included in the Green Infrastructure
policy and specifically within policies for strategic
sites. The locations for cross boundary development
would have an effect on the achievement of this
Objective because all sites are greenfield sites which
include areas of biodiversity that would require
mitigation measures to ensure continued protection
and enhancement.

	The importance of the green
corridors in and around the
Borough warrants biodiversity and
geodiversity elements to be
included in the Green
Infrastructure policy and
specifically within policies for
strategic sites. The Redditch Cross
Boundary Development Policy
also applies.


	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health

	(12) To improve the health
and well being of the
population and reduce
inequalities in health



	The Local Plan identifies locations within the
Borough that could be safeguarded for health
related purposes at the Alexandra Hospital. By
increasing the provision of healthcare facilities,
access is also likely to improve through the policy on

	The Local Plan identifies locations within the
Borough that could be safeguarded for health
related purposes at the Alexandra Hospital. By
increasing the provision of healthcare facilities,
access is also likely to improve through the policy on

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	residents will be influenced through policies on
transportation, open space, the development
strategy, pollution and the natural environment and
landscape. Noise and light pollution increases are
very likely as a result of the cumulative impact of
development and mitigation measures are essential.
Neither the locations for cross boundary growth or
the Redditch Cross Boundary Development Policy
impact on this objective.


	By increasing the provision of
healthcare facilities, access is also
likely to improve therefore the
support for new or improved
primary health care facilities is
ensured within a Local Plan policy
on Health Facilities.
Redevelopment of the former new
town District Centres will also
include redeveloped health
facilities.


	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments

	(13) Provide decent
affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local
environments



	The Local Plan sets out the Affordable Housing need
and requirements for the Borough through Policy,
reflecting the findings of the Strategic Housing
Market Assessment. Neither the locations for cross
boundary growth nor the Redditch Cross Boundary
Development Policy impact upon this Objective with
the exception of being able to deliver more
affordable housing, but this is not a locational issue.

	None identified.


	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce

	(14) To raise the skills levels
and qualifications of the
workforce



	Before any significant development commences, the
necessary infrastructure (which would include
educational facilities) would need to be available to

	The Local Plan ensures that
sufficient delivery of
infrastructure of various types are
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	accommodate the increased pressure on services
that would occur from additional residents. The
Local Plan ensures that sufficient delivery of
infrastructure of various types are provided. The
locations for cross boundary growth will require the
supply of additional educational facilities which
would help to ensure positive effects for this
objective.

	TD
	accommodate the increased pressure on services
that would occur from additional residents. The
Local Plan ensures that sufficient delivery of
infrastructure of various types are provided. The
locations for cross boundary growth will require the
supply of additional educational facilities which
would help to ensure positive effects for this
objective.

	provided.


	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour

	(15) Reduce crime, fear of
crime and anti-social
behaviour



	The Local Plan aims to resolve the issue of crime and
anti social behaviour and the most productive way of
ensuring this is through design considerations
through Policy on High Quality and Safe Design.

	None identified.


	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals

	(16) Conserve and enhance
the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage
and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high
quality built environment in
new development proposals



	TD
	Figure
	There are a number of ways that the Local Plan aims
to improve the quality of the built environment, for
example through the redevelopment and
regeneration of the New Town era District Centres,
general protection for elements of the historic
environment, and design policies. The protection

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	istoric assets
are ensured through the Historic Assets policy in the

	Figure
	Figure
	distinctiveness. There are some clusters of listed
buildings in a number of cross boundary locations
although the preferred locations for development
help to achieve this objective.


	None identified.


	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest

	(17) Ensure efficient use of
land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed
land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest



	The Local Plan maintains that the remaining Green
Belt land should remain open and protected from
inappropriate development in line with national
guidance. The Local Plan includes a policy on making
the most efficient use of land which includes
maximising PDL. The locations for cross boundary
growth are not PDL; this is necessary as insufficient
PDL is available to accommodate the required level
of growth. The locations for cross boundary
development all involve development on the Green
Belt so the achievement of this decision making
criteria could be negatively affected depending on
the location.

	The Local Plan continues to
maintain that the remaining
Green Belt land designated should
remain open and protected from
inappropriate development in line
with national guidance.


	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources

	(18) Promote resource
efficiency and energy
generated from renewable
energy and low carbon
sources



	The Local Plan encourages renewable and low
carbon energy production through the Climate
Change policy and requires that development
delivers appropriate standards against the Code for
Sustainable Homes and that other sustainable
construction methods for non-residential
development are achieved. The majority of the
locations for cross boundary development would
concentrate development in a single large
development area, the opportunities for integrating
renewable and low carbon technologies could be
maximised.

	The Local Plan encourages
renewable and low carbon energy
production through Climate
Change Policy.



	4.8. Proposals for monitoring

	4.8. Proposals for monitoring

	4.8.1 An important part of the SA process is establishing how the significant sustainability effects of
implementing the Local Plan will be monitored. Some potential indicators and targets have been
developed and are detailed in Appendix A. These indicators are a starting point for developing the
Local Plan and sustainability monitoring programme which will include more indicators measuring
the progress of the Local Plan Objectives.

	4.8.1 An important part of the SA process is establishing how the significant sustainability effects of
implementing the Local Plan will be monitored. Some potential indicators and targets have been
developed and are detailed in Appendix A. These indicators are a starting point for developing the
Local Plan and sustainability monitoring programme which will include more indicators measuring
the progress of the Local Plan Objectives.

	4.8.2 Once the Local Plan is adopted, its significant effects will be assessed based on the monitoring
of the sustainability indicators. This will help to measure how well the Local Plan contributes to
sustainable development and informs any future review of plans and policies. Through this process,
the significant effects predicted in this SA will be monitored via the Monitoring Report. The SEA
Directive requires that the significant environmental effects of implementing the Local Plan should
be monitored in order to identify unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake
appropriate remedial action.

	4.8.3 Data for the indicators will be collected at least annually in the Monitoring Report to monitor
whether the Local Plan has made a positive contribution to sustainable development. Monitoring of
the Local Plan will eventually be linked to monitoring the remainder of the documents in the
Development Plan.


	5. Examination of the BORLP4 and Next Steps

	5. Examination of the BORLP4 and Next Steps

	5. Examination of the BORLP4 and Next Steps


	5.1 Examination of the Local Plan

	5.1 Examination of the Local Plan


	This Revised Sustainability Report is submitted as part of the Examination of the BORLP4 which
commenced in June 2014.

	5.2 Consultation

	Sustainability Appraisal has accompanied each stage of the plan-making process and been subject to
consultation. The outcomes of these consultations have been reported in Consultation Statements
(Regulation 19) and Regulation 22(1) Summary of Main Issues Raised at Proposed Submission Stage.

	A very small number of representations were received on the SA at each stage which included
observations on the scores given and the scope of the SA (in relations to Habitats Regulations
Assessment). Where appropriate, these comments have informed subsequent versions of the SA.

	In addition, the SA Scoping Report was informed by information gathering beginning in June 2007.
Statutory consultation was carried out in November 2007 with the three statutory bodies (English
Heritage, Environment Agency and Natural England) and other stakeholders. A total pf seven
responses were received on all aspects of the Scoping Report and appropriate amendments were
made to the contents of the report.

	Copies of previous documents can be found at:

	http://redditch.whub.org.uk/cms/environment-and-planning/planning-services/planning�
	policy/development-plan/local-plan-no-4-examination.aspx

	This Revised Sustainability Report is published for consultation commencing 24th March 2015 for a
period of six weeks ending on 5th May 2015, along with an updated SA of the Bromsgrove Plan.

	5.3 Finalising the SA Report and the Post Adoption Statement

	5.3 Finalising the SA Report and the Post Adoption Statement


	Following adoption of the BORLP4, a Post Adoption Statement will be produced, setting out the
following:

	How environmental considerations have been integrated into the BORLP4.

	How environmental considerations have been integrated into the BORLP4.

	How the SA Report has been taken into account.

	How opinions expressed in relation to the BORLP4 and the SA Report have been taken into
account.

	The reasons for choosing the BORLP4 as adopted, in light of reasonable alternatives
considered.

	The measures to be taken to monitor any significant environmental effects associated with
implementation of the BORLP4.
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	Appendix C: Appraisal of Local Plan Policies

	Assessment of Sustainability Effects

	Symbol 
	Symbol 
	Symbol 
	Sustainability effect


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	+ + 

	Clear, strongly positive implications


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	+ 

	Overall implications likely to be positive


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	0 

	Neutral


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	? 

	Mixed or Unclear


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	- 

	Overall implications likely to be negative


	TR
	TD
	Figure
	- - 

	Clear, strong negative implications


	Ø 
	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Policy 2 Settlement Hierarchy 2

	The location and scale of new development should accord with the following settlement hierarchy and reflect the services
present, accessibility, character and local distinctiveness of each settlement.

	Redditch urban area, as the Main Settlement shall be the focus for development as it provides the highest level of
services and facilities provision and offers the most sustainable location for development. Where need cannot be met
within the Borough, development will be focussed adjacent to the Borough boundary in urban extensions.

	Redditch urban area, as the Main Settlement shall be the focus for development as it provides the highest level of
services and facilities provision and offers the most sustainable location for development. Where need cannot be met
within the Borough, development will be focussed adjacent to the Borough boundary in urban extensions.

	Astwood Bank is a Sustainable Rural Settlement, excluded from the Green Belt, which offers an appropriate range of
services and facilities. Development within the settlement boundary, as defined on the Policies Map, will be the focus
for identified development needs and supporting local services and infrastructure.

	Feckenham is a small, rural settlement predominantly set within the Green Belt, which offers limited local facilities
but has important conservation and historic merit. In order to conserve and enhance these characteristics,
development within or adjacent to the settlement boundary, as defined on the Policies Map, will provide for locally
identified affordable housing and other locally identified development needs only, in accordance with the most up-to�date guidance in the National Planning Policy Framework and Parish Housing Needs Survey.


	Figure
	service provision. These hamlets

	will provide for locally identified development needs only, in accordance with the most up-to-date guidance in the National
Planning Policy Framework.
Where development in the rural area has demonstrated a proven local need, measures should be put in place through the
use of planning conditions or planning obligations to ensure that the development continues to meet this need in
perpetuity.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for recycling facilities.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but investment in
sustainable transport should help to offset these
effects. There is also the opportunity to design for
climate change through SuDS etc,



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development concentrated on the existing urban
area will help to minimise travel through direct
access to jobs and services, although the expansion
of the urban footprint could extend/complicate
travel patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits
urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits
urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	A balance of housing and employment
development should help to provide opportunities
for diversifying the economic base of the Borough.
However, precisely where and how this might be
realised is uncertain.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development in and around Redditch should help
to strengthen opportunities for community
engagement through a stronger sense of local
identity.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development could compromise air and water
quality through additional pollution loading, but
should be anticipated through good design which
appropriate to the context of the development.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely contribute
to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely contribute
to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through good masterplanning.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Additional development in and around Town and
District centres should help to reinforce their
vitality and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Through good design landscape and townscape
character should be maintained, although much
will depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection and
enhancement and where possible creation of
resources.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	New development will incorporate opportunities
for sport and recreation for all through Green
Infrastructure, for example.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean,
safe and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean,
safe and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	New development will include a proportion of
affordable housing, and be part of good design.
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	TD
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	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Mixed use development should bring opportunities
for skills development through training
opportunities.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	? 

	Urban concentration could increase social pressures.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	New development can be successfully integrated
with the existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding
of mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding
of mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of
Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be minimised
through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Can be realised in principle through good design,
but uncertainty as to where and how this might be
implemented.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, reflecting the policy aim of guiding development to
the existing urban area and to urban extensions where needs cannot be met. Aspirations across a range of sustainability
objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the concentration of development in and
around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and housing and opportunities
to implement sustainable design. Well-designed urban extensions could help to provide both a range of housing, basic
service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Encourage development principally in Redditch urban area with limited development in the smaller rural
settlements of Astwood Bank and Feckenham;

	Option 2 Proportional development relative to the population size of Redditch, Astwood Bank and Feckenham;
Option 3 Business as usual.
Additional options which relate to the Settlement Hierarchy were included in previous SA (Core Strategy Development Plan
Document Sustainability Appraisal 31st October 2008 and Sustainability Appraisal Refresh and Technical Paper 27th
March 2009) which were put forward by consultees:

	Option 4 It is important that sufficient housing is delivered in rural locations where housing delivery is lower and the
problem of affordability is higher;

	Option 5 Exceptions to the settlement hierarchy should be made for sites for 100% affordable housing adjacent to the
settlement boundary necessary to address a demonstrated affordable housing need;

	Option 6 Feckenham could have some commercial development; this would reduce travel to Redditch and Astwood
Bank.

	Part
	Figure
	Policy 3: Development Strategy

	All Strategic Sites for development can come forward immediately in accordance with the policies in the Local Plan. The
locations of Strategic Sites and the development principles they are expected to meet can be found in Strategic Site
Policies (Policy 31, Policy 34 and Policies 46 to 49).

	With regard to all development, sites focussed on the urban area of Redditch are encouraged to be developed earlier in
the Local Plan period in accordance with Policy 2 (Settlement Hierarchy), with the exception of local needs housing, which

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	3.4 In all cases, and in particular with the Strategic Sites, the suitability of sites to be brought forward for development will
be determined following satisfactory demonstration of how all necessary infrastructure to enable development will be

	3.4 In all cases, and in particular with the Strategic Sites, the suitability of sites to be brought forward for development will
be determined following satisfactory demonstration of how all necessary infrastructure to enable development will be


	Figure
	Figure
	-to-date

	Figure
	Infrastructure Delivery Plan.

	3.5 The Council
requirements. Should the required rates of housing or employment delivery not be achieved, the Council will employ
proactive planning measures such as Supplementary Planning Documents, Local Plan review, compulsory purchase, active
engagement with developers or investigating potential funding sources.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal. 
	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management. But
usage of the facilities is dependent on the behaviour of
occupants.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but building new homes
to high environmental standards and investment in
sustainable transport should help to offset these effects.
There is also the opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development concentrated on the existing urban area will
help to minimise travel through direct access to jobs and
services, although the expansion of the urban footprint
could extend/complicate travel patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	A balance of housing and employment development
should help to provide opportunities for diversifying the
economic base of the Borough. However, precisely where
and how this might be realised is uncertain.

	A balance of housing and employment development
should help to provide opportunities for diversifying the
economic base of the Borough. However, precisely where
and how this might be realised is uncertain.

	Development concentrated on the existing urban area may
run the risk of a persistent gap between the share of
benefits received across urban and rural areas.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development in and around Redditch should help to
strengthen opportunities for community engagement
through a stronger sense of local identity.


	6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development concentrated on the existing urban area
could create synergies between different industries and
promote and support the development of new
technologies.
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	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development could compromise air and water quality, but
should be anticipated through good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in
appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality of,
and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status
or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality of,
and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status
or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Additional development in and around Town and District
centres should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Through good design landscape and townscape character
should be maintained, although much will depend upon
existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good design
should ensure that there is protection and enhancement
and where possible creation of resources.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	New development will incorporate opportunities for sport
and recreation for all through Green Infrastructure, for
example.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	New development will include a proportion of affordable
housing and mixed tenures, and be part of good design.


	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
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	Figure
	+


	Mixed use development should bring opportunities for
skills development through training opportunities.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Urban concentration could increase social pressures. Good
urban design principles to design out crime could alleviate
social pressures.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and
seek well-designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and
seek well-designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	New development can be successfully integrated with the
existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch are
envisaged, land-take will be minimised through good
design.
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	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources. 
	TD
	Figure
	?


	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies. But there is
uncertainty as to where this might be feasible and how
this might be implemented.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, reflecting the concentration of development in the
existing urban area and in urban extensions where needs cannot be met. Aspirations across a range of sustainability
objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the concentration of development in and
around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and housing and opportunities
to implement sustainable design. Well-designed urban extensions could help to provide both a range of housing, basic
service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Focus development in the most sustainable location in the Borough; the Town Centre

	Option 2 - Identify areas in the urban area of Redditch in need of regeneration and focus development in key regeneration
areas

	Option 3 - Priority for development on brownfield land in the urban area

	Option 4 - Rebuilding existing urban areas of poor quality with land efficient buildings

	Option 5 - Business as usual / nothing

	Option 6 Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030

	Option 7 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt designation

	Option 8 Co-operate with neighbouring authorities to identify cross�
	Figure
	need

	Policy 4: Housing Provision

	Policy 4: Housing Provision

	Redditch Borough Council, as Local Planning Authority, has an important role to play in ensuring that sufficient homes are
provided to ensure growing population has access to a home that meets their needs. This includes the provision
of both homes to buy and homes to rent, and a variety of sizes and styles. There is insufficient land within Redditch Borough
to address the housing needs of its population up to 2030; therefore some cross boundary growth will be required in
Bromsgrove District to contribute towards meeting those needs.

	Provision is made for the construction and completion of around 6,400 dwellings between 2011 and 2030 to meet the local
housing requirements identified in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment.

	Around 3,000 dwellings can be accommodated within Redditch Borough. There is limited capacity within Stratford-on�
	Avon District in the vicinity of the former A435 ADR to contribute towards housing target should comprehensive
delivery of this site be achievable. A minimum of Approximately 3,400 dwellings are is to be accommodated in Bromsgrove
District (see Appendix 1, Redditch Cross Boundary Development). Details of the sites expected to contribute to meeting
the housing needs can be found in Appendix 2 and are shown on the Policies Map and Key Diagram.

	The Borough Council seeks to achieve a mix of housing types in terms of size, scale, density, tenure and cost which reflects
the housing needs. When considering proposals for new residential development, consideration will be given to
the extent that the proposed scheme reflects these requirements in accordance with the current Strategic Housing Market
Area Assessment and/or the Worcestershire Extra Care Housing Strategy.

	In order to achieve a supply of flexible and inclusive housing in the Borough that caters for life- long occupancy, all new
affordable housing for rent will be expected to comply with the Lifetime Homes Standard. The private sector development
industry will be encouraged to implement the concept of lifetime homes within their development schemes.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste
management. But usage of the facilities is
dependent on the behaviour of occupants.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but building
new homes to high environmental standards
and investment in sustainable transport should
help to offset these effects. There is also the
opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development concentrated in proximity to
facilities, services and public transport, will
help to minimise travel through direct access
to jobs and services, although the expansion of
the urban footprint could extend/complicate
travel patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	A flexible and inclusive housing mix should
help to provide opportunities for diversifying
the economic base of the Borough. However,
precisely where and how this might be realised
is uncertain.

	A flexible and inclusive housing mix should
help to provide opportunities for diversifying
the economic base of the Borough. However,
precisely where and how this might be realised
is uncertain.

	Urban growth may not necessarily benefit rural
areas and could restrain rural development.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	A flexible and inclusive housing mix in and
around Redditch should promote sustainable
communities and help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement. All
new housing should be designed to respect
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	and reinforce local identity.

	TD
	TD
	and reinforce local identity.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	The design of new homes will incorporate
energy efficient technologies.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development could compromise air and water
quality, but should be anticipated through
good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Additional development, specifically mixed
housing in and around Town and District
centres should help to reinforce their vitality
and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.
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	Through good design landscape and townscape
character should be maintained, although
much will depend upon existing local
character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation
of resources.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	New development will incorporate
opportunities for sport and recreation for all
through Green Infrastructure, for example.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
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	New development will include a proportion of
affordable housing and mixed tenures, and be
part of good design.


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
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	Mixed use housing should bring opportunities
for skills development through training
opportunities.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
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	Urban concentration could increase social
pressures.

	Urban concentration could increase social
pressures.

	Good urban design principles to design out
crime could alleviate social pressures.



	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	New housing can be successfully integrated
with the existing urban fabric.
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	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of
Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be
minimised through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.



	TD
	Figure
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	Can be realised in principle through good
design and the installation of renewable
technologies. But there is uncertainty as to
where this might be feasible and how this
might be implemented.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, especially by contributing to meeting housing
requirements and improving the density and mix of homes across the Borough. Redditch has the existing infrastructure
and amenities readily available to facilitate this level of new housing development. Redditch town has an existing
employment base which will reduce the need for out-commuting which would have been associated with concentrating
development within the rural areas. Concentrating the majority of dwellings within urban areas reinforces urban
communities.

	Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development in and around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs,
services and housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. Well-designed urban extensions could help to
provide both a range of housing, basic service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable
transport infrastructure.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Figure
	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Encourage people to move to the most suitable housing through the allocation/promotion of specialist homes
and developments

	Option 2 - Only locate homes for the elderly in locations which accessible to facilities, services and public transport
Option 3 -

	Figure
	Figure
	standard

	Option 4 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Policy 5: Effective and Efficient Use of Land

	Policy 5: Effective and Efficient Use of Land

	Effective and efficient use of land must be sought in all new development schemes. With respect to residential
development, this will be achieved in the following ways:
i. the reuse and regeneration of Previously Developed Land (PDL) will be actively encouraged.
Where the economic viability of a scheme on PDL is questionable, and can be fully demonstrated by the applicant, the
Borough Council may negotiate a more appropriate level of infrastructure provision, or deferred payment scheme with the
applicant, in order to secure beneficial reuse of a site. Development proposals on contaminated land should demonstrate
that the site is capable of appropriate remediation without compromising development viability or the delivery of
sustainable development;

	ii. densities of between 30 and 50 dwellings per hectare will be sought in Redditch Borough, and
70 dwellings per hectare will be sought on sites for residential development that are within or adjacent to Redditch Town
Centre and the District Centres;

	iii. higher densities will be sought in locations close to public transport interchanges; and
iv. higher densities will also be sought in other locations where it can be demonstrated that there will be no detrimental
impact on the amenity, character and environmental quality of an area.

	Applicants should refer to the most up to date Strategic Housing Market Assessment to determine the most appropriate
types of dwellings required throughout the Borough. Lower density developments may be appropriate on some smaller
sites, self-build sites or when providing bungalows. In these situations, lower densities will be considered acceptable where
the scheme densities being
met, or where there would be a detrimental impact on the amenity, character and environmental quality of an area if the
standard densities were to be pursued on-site.

	Schemes for the development of private residential gardens will generally not be supported unless they lie within existing
settlements, integrate fully into the neighbourhood, and can clearly demonstrate that there would be no detrimental
impact on the current and future amenity, character and environmental quality of the neighbourhood. Development may
be supported if there are substantial overriding environmental, social and economic benefits to justify the development.

	With respect to non-residential development, schemes on PDL, which propose the redevelopment of tired or redundant
sites, will be considered favourably.

	There will be a presumption against development on PDL where it can be clearly demonstrated that over time, land has

	been afforded beneficial amenity value or where biodiversity issues would be compromised through redevelopment of the
site.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development on PDL will generate further
waste but offer opportunities for sustainable
waste management. But usage of the facilities
is dependent on the behaviour of occupants.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but building
new homes to high environmental standards
and investment in sustainable transport should
help to offset these effects. There is also the
opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.
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	Figure
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	Development concentrated in proximity to
facilities, services and public transport, will
help to minimise travel through direct access
to jobs and services, although the expansion of
the urban footprint could extend/complicate
travel patterns.
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	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	TD
	Figure
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	A more dense and inclusive housing mix should
help to provide opportunities for diversifying
and strengthening the economic base of the
Borough.

	A more dense and inclusive housing mix should
help to provide opportunities for diversifying
and strengthening the economic base of the
Borough.

	Urban growth may not necessarily benefit rural
areas and could restrain rural development.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	A more dense and inclusive housing mix in and
around Redditch should promote sustainable
communities and help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement. All
new housing should be designed to respect
and reinforce local identity.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	New housing schemes would encourage
renewable energy generation; incorporating
energy efficient technologies in the design of
new homes.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
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	Development could compromise air and water
quality, but should be anticipated through
good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Additional development, specifically mixed
housing in and around Town and District
centres should help to reinforce their vitality
and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Through good design landscape and townscape
character should be maintained, although
much will depend upon existing local
character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation
of resources.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	New development will incorporate
opportunities for sport and recreation for all
through Green Infrastructure, for example.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	New development will include a proportion of
affordable housing and mixed tenures, and be
part of good design.


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Mixed use housing should bring opportunities
for skills development through training
opportunities.
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	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Urban concentration could increase social
pressures.

	Urban concentration could increase social
pressures.

	Good urban design principles to design out
crime could alleviate social pressures.



	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	New housing can be successfully integrated
with the existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of
Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be
minimised through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Can be realised in principle through good
design and the installation of renewable
technologies. But there is uncertainty as to
where this might be feasible and how this
might be implemented.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Higher density housing would be more sustainable and would have less impact on the physical environment since they use
less land, require fewer raw materials in their construction and can provide opportunities for community benefits such as
CHP, or concentration of residents around facilities such as health facilities, shops and schools. Well-designed urban
extensions could help to provide both a range of housing, basic service provision and access to higher order services and
jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure.

	In areas with higher density the importance of open spaces, parks and gardens should be recognised. Care must also be
taken when developing new homes in established settlements that the densities are similar to those which already exist to
help to enhance and preserve the traditional character of buildings and landscapes. Higher density houses can increase
run-off and some form of SuDS or other attenuation may be required.

	Redditch town has an existing employment base which will reduce the need for out-commuting which would have been
associated with concentrating development within the rural areas. Concentrating the majority of dwellings within urban
areas reinforces urban communities.

	The policy is largely in accordance with a range of sustainability objectives, although the density of homes must be
carefully considered to maximise open space and privacy. There is some degree of conflict with Objectives 11
(biodiversity) and 17 (safeguarding mineral reserves, agricultural lands & open space) since a larger percentage of the
housing need will need to be met on Greenfield land. There is insufficient brownfield land within the borough to wholly
meet the housing requirements set out in the SHLAA evidence and so the use of greenfield land is necessary.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and
strategies for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and
strategies for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although
concentrated in and around
Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Set a local target for housing development on Previously Developed Land in line with National Planning Policy
based on all types of Previously Developed Land

	Option 2 - Prioritise all possible Previously Developed Land for housing regardless of its suitability for other uses

	Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 4 - Protect brownfield land with biodiversity/ open space value
Option 5 - 25% on PDL (RSS evidence)

	Option 4 - Protect brownfield land with biodiversity/ open space value
Option 5 - 25% on PDL (RSS evidence)

	Option 6 - 15% on PDL (SHLAA evidence)
	98


	Redditch Borough Council is keen to promote opportunities for its residents to access low cost, high quality housing, which
presents opportunities to buy as well as rent. Therefore, the Borough Council will seek to create sustainable communities
by ensuring that a mixture of dwellings with regard to size, type and tenure that reflect local housing need, are provided
on, and integrated within, each site as appropriate.

	Redditch Borough Council is keen to promote opportunities for its residents to access low cost, high quality housing, which
presents opportunities to buy as well as rent. Therefore, the Borough Council will seek to create sustainable communities
by ensuring that a mixture of dwellings with regard to size, type and tenure that reflect local housing need, are provided
on, and integrated within, each site as appropriate.

	On sites of 10 or more dwellings (net), a 30% contribution towards the provision of affordable housing will be expected.
On-site provision should be made and must incorporate a mix of dwelling types and sizes, which reflect the

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	characteristics, the development as a whole, and meets the needs identified in the Borough 
	Figure
	most up to date
Strategic Housing Market Assessment or other up to date local housing need surveys, and in consultation with the

	Figure
	Housing Strategy Team.

	The Council will seek to negotiate the mix of affordable housing tenures on individual schemes taking account of local
needs, the housing mix in the local area and the impact on viability. A mix of the following tenures will generally be
sought:

	Social rented;

	Intermediate housing/ Affordable rent.

	To create mixed and balanced communities affordable housing should be distributed throughout new developments and
not be visually distinguishable from market housing.

	On all sites of 5-9 dwellings (net), a 30% affordable housing provision by way of a financial contribution towards affordable

	Figure
	housing provision will be sought on completion of the development.

	In exceptional circumstances, where the economic viability of affordable housing contribution is questionable, and this
can be fully demonstrated against the Affordable Housing Viability Assessment Toolkit, the Borough Council may
negotiate a more appropriate level of affordable housing provision, or deferred payment scheme where appropriate, with
the applicant.
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	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste
management. But usage of the facilities is
dependent on the behaviour of occupants.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but building new
homes to high environmental standards and
investment in sustainable transport should help
to offset these effects. There is also the
opportunity to design for climate change through
SuDS etc.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development concentrated in proximity to
facilities, services and public transport, will help
to minimise travel through direct access to jobs
and services, although the expansion of the urban
footprint could extend/complicate travel
patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban
and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban
and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	A more inclusive housing mix with an affordable
provision should help to provide opportunities for
diversifying and strengthening the economic base
of the Borough.

	A more inclusive housing mix with an affordable
provision should help to provide opportunities for
diversifying and strengthening the economic base
of the Borough.

	Affordable housing could be beneficial for the
economy, by reducing poverty and facilitating the
regeneration of specific areas.
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	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	A more inclusive housing mix with an affordable
provision should promote sustainable
communities and help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement. All
new housing in general should be designed to
respect and reinforce local identity.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through higher design and build
standards for affordable housing and through the
installation of energy efficient technologies.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and
air and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development could compromise air and water
quality, but should be anticipated through good
design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely contribute
to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely contribute
to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Additional development, specifically mixed
housing in and around Town and District centres
should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Through good design landscape and townscape
character should be maintained, although much
will depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection and
enhancement and where possible creation of
resources.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	New development will incorporate opportunities
for sport and recreation for all through Green
Infrastructure, for example.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean,
safe and pleasant local environments. 
	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean,
safe and pleasant local environments. 
	TD
	Figure
	++


	New development will include a proportion of
affordable housing and mixed tenures, and be
part of good design.

	New development will include a proportion of
affordable housing and mixed tenures, and be
part of good design.

	Policy progression will need to balance demand
against deliverability and viability.



	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Mixed use and inclusive housing should bring
opportunities for skills development through
training opportunities.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Urban concentration could increase social
pressures.

	Urban concentration could increase social
pressures.

	Good urban design principles to design out crime
could alleviate social pressures.
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	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	New housing can be successfully integrated with
the existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding
of mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding
of mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value,
maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of
Redditch are envisaged, land-take will be
minimised through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Can be realised in principle through good design
and the installation of renewable technologies.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy provides for 30 % of all homes to be affordable on development of 10 or more homes for the duration of the
plan period addressing housing need within Redditch. It is therefore in line with Objective 13 and has little conflict with all
other objectives.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 -

	Figure
	Option 2 - Set a target based on the Strategic Housing Market Assessment
Option 3 - Set a target based on the Affordable Housing Viability Assessment
Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Further Options for the Policy How can we maximise affordable housing provision in the Borough?

	Option 1 - Increase the percentage of provision on site

	Option 2 - Reduce the threshold for sites that should provide affordable housing
Option 3 - Identify some sites for 100% affordable housing

	Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Policy 7 Gypsies Travellers and Travelling Showpeople

	Policy 7 Gypsies Travellers and Travelling Showpeople

	Provision will be made for new Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople pitches, in line with an up-to-date assessment of
permanent and transit accommodation needs in line with Government guidance. Requirements for Redditch Borough are
currently contained in the Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment (2012) and the Gypsy, Traveller and
Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment (2008). These assessments identify a minimum of 14 to be
provided to meet the needs of travelling showpeople and 18 pitches for temporary stopping places to need.
The Borough Council will allocate site(s) to meet identified need through a Site Allocations DPD. Proposals for new sites will
be required to demonstrate that they:

	i. are located within a reasonable distance of existing facilities and transport networks with satisfactory access and
highway arrangements;

	ii. where appropriate, are located on Previously Developed Land;

	iii. are well screened and landscaped and will not cause unacceptable harm to the character and appearance of the
surrounding area;

	iv. will not result in unacceptable disturbance or loss of amenity to any neighbouring development; and

	v. have, or are capable of having, a satisfactory water supply, sewerage and refuse disposal facilities.
Traveller sites (temporary or permanent) in the Green Belt are considered inappropriate development.
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	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste
management.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	No overall effect predicted given the scale of the developments.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The site selection criteria will focus on sites
where residents have good access to essential
services such as health care, education and
public transport. This will help to minimise
travel through direct access to services.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Traveller contributions to the voluntary sector;
particularly in education and health services,
should help to provide opportunities for
diversifying and strengthening the economic
base of the Borough.

	Traveller contributions to the voluntary sector;
particularly in education and health services,
should help to provide opportunities for
diversifying and strengthening the economic
base of the Borough.

	Sufficient accommodation in close proximity to
essential services such as health care,
education and public transport, provides the
opportunity for travellers to contribute to the
knowledge economy.

	Allowing fair and equitable access to services
will help reduce inequalities and poverty;
impacting positively on the economy.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	The site selection criteria will focus on sites
where residents have good access to essential
services such as health care, education and
public transport. This will help to promote
sustainable communities and help to
strengthen opportunities for community
engagement.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	No overall effect predicted given the type of
development.
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	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	No overall effect predicted development. given the type of


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through site selection process;
selecting sites available in areas of a lower
probability of flooding.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Additional sites, in close proximity to Town and
District centres should help to reinforce their
vitality and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Larger settlements would be able to absorb
the development with less impact; specifically
in terms of landscape and visual effects.

	Larger settlements would be able to absorb
the development with less impact; specifically
in terms of landscape and visual effects.

	Care will have to be taken to ensure that gypsy
and traveller sites are appropriately designed,
sited and landscaped.

	Through good design landscape and townscape
character should be maintained, although
much will depend upon existing local
character.



	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Whilst greenfield land-take is envisaged, good
design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation
of resources.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The site selection criteria will focus on sites
where residents have good access to essential
services such as health care, education and
public transport; helping reduce inequalities in
health.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy provides for the provision of
accommodation suited to the needs of this
particular group.


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The site selection criteria will focus on sites
where residents have good access to essential
services such as education and should bring
opportunities for skills development through
training opportunities.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Gypsy and traveller sites will be appropriately
designed, sited and landscaped.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Gypsy and traveller sites will be appropriately
designed, sited and landscaped.
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	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Gypsy and traveller sites will be appropriately
designed, sited and landscaped. .


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	+ 

	Can be realised through good design installation of renewable technologies. and the



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy will provide sufficient accommodation for gypsies and travellers within Redditch, without over provision which
may attract travellers from further afield. It will focus on sites where residents have reasonable access to essential services
such as health care, education, etc. In some cases this additional community may be sufficient to ensure the retention of
community facilities. In general the larger the settlement the less effect development of any type will have. Larger
settlements will offer the travelling community more facilities and would be able to absorb the development with less
impact in terms of social, landscape and visual effects although at this stage the criteria have not been identified. Overall,
the policy is likely to have positive sustainability effects provided that gypsy and traveller sites are appropriately designed,
sited and landscaped.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Near existing facilities and transport networks
Option 2 - Previously Developed Land

	Option 3 - Established industrial or employment sites with spare land
Option 4 - Anywhere in the urban area, subject to other planning considerations
Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 6 Well screened and landscaped and will not cause unacceptable harm to the character and appearance of the
surrounding area

	Option 7 Will not result in disturbance or loss of amenity to any neighbouring residential properties
Option 8 Have a satisfactory water supply, sewerage and refuse disposal facilities

	Policy 8 Green Belt

	Policy 8 Green Belt

	The designated Green Belt, located predominantly in the south west of the Borough is identified on the Policies Map. The
exceptional circumstances required to amend the Green Belt Boundary have been demonstrated through the preparation of Local
Plan No.4.

	There will be a presumption against inappropriate development in the Green Belt in line with the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) except in very special circumstances. Some forms of development are not inappropriate development in the
Green Belt provided they preserve the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including land in the
Green Belt. Applications for development in the Green Belt will be determined in line with national planning guidance on Green
Belts and other relevant policies within the development plan.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but development that
incorporates high environmental standards and investment
in sustainable transport should help to offset these effects.
There is also the opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through provision of development near to transport
networks; preferably to sustainable transport modes.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring
all share the benefits urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through provision of development near to transport
networks; to enable equitable access to local jobs, services
and facilities.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities
to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	TD
	Figure
	Figure
	elt development
including facilities for outdoor sport and recreation, would
help to strengthen opportunities for community
engagement. Particularly beneficial for residents of
Astwood Bank and Feckenham villages.



	6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology
initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	New development could compromise soil, air and waste
water quality and increase water demand, but this would be
considered negligible.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Application of the sequential test, using sites in areas with a
lower probability of flooding.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality of,
and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status
or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality of,
and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status
or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through provision of development near to transport
networks to ensure the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres is not compromised.
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	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Through good design, landscape and townscape character
should be maintained, although much will depend upon
existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	G enhancement and where possible creation of resources. ood design should ensure that there is protection and


	12. To improve the health and well-being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of
the population and reduce inequalities in
health. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	TD
	Figure
	Figure
	elt development
including local facilities for outdoor sport and recreation, will
impact positively on the health and well-being of the
population.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	The policy provides for development in smaller settlements
Affordable housing in the Green Belt would be of good
quality, affordable and resource efficient; notwithstanding

	The policy provides for development in smaller settlements
Affordable housing in the Green Belt would be of good
quality, affordable and resource efficient; notwithstanding

	Figure
	development in Green Belt.

	Figure
	cumstanc

	Figure
	Figure


	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Good design principles can be employed to help design out
crime.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and
seek well-designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and
seek well-designed, resource efficient, high
quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although much will depend
upon existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Whilst extensions into the Green Belt are envisaged, land�take will be minimised through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall effects of the policy are likely to be neutral to positive, with mitigation in respect of site design and the provision of
sustainable transport infrastructure, for example, off-setting negative impacts.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon
feasibility of development proposals and
strategies for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon
feasibility of development proposals and
strategies for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although
concentrated in and around
Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a policy defining the extent of the Green Belt in the Borough

	Option 2 - Rely on national planning policy to determine planning applications in the Green Belt
Option 3 - Develop local criteria for the control of development in the Green Belt

	Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
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	Policy 9 Open Countryside

	Policy 9 Open Countryside

	The Open Countryside outside of the Green Belt is identified on the Policies Map. Development in the Open Countryside will not be
permitted except where it is:

	i. clearly necessary for the purposes of agriculture or forestry and cannot be sited in a settlement; or
ii. it is required to support small scale recreation; or

	i. clearly necessary for the purposes of agriculture or forestry and cannot be sited in a settlement; or
ii. it is required to support small scale recreation; or


	iii. It is a necessary accompaniment to the establishment and success of an existing or new enterprise which itself needs

	to be located outside a settlement; or

	iv. an acceptable, sustainable reuse of a rural building of a substantial and permanent construction and where it is capable

	of reuse without major or complete reconstruction; or

	v. a replacement of, and comparable in size with, an existing building; or

	v. a replacement of, and comparable in size with, an existing building; or


	vi. an extension to an existing building which is in scale with the original building and does not become the dominant

	feature; or

	vii. in accordance with Policy 2 Settlement Hierarchy.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but development that
incorporates high environmental standards and investment in
sustainable transport should help to offset these effects.
There is also the opportunity to design for climate change
through SuDS etc.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy provides for development where it is in accordance
with Policy 2 Settlement hierarchy, thus providing access to
existing transport links and reducing the need to travel.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with
the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with
the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy provides for development where it is in accordance
with Policy 2 Settlement hierarchy, thus providing access to
existing transport links; to enable equitable access to local
jobs, services and facilities.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility in the
local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility in the
local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy provides for development that is required to
support small scale recreation and will help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement. This would be
particularly beneficial for residents of Astwood Bank and
Feckenham villages.


	6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of
new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	New development could compromise soil, air and waste water
quality and increase water demand, but this would be
considered negligible.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high�risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas. 
	8. Ensure development does not occur in high�risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas. 
	TD
	Figure
	?


	Realised through site selection process; selecting sites
available in areas of a lower probability of flooding.

	Realised through site selection process; selecting sites
available in areas of a lower probability of flooding.

	In areas with higher density the importance of open
countryside, should be recognised. The open countryside can
act as a carbon sink and can be used to store water in the
event of flooding as a result of climate change.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities,



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy provides for development where it is in accordance
with Policy 2 Settlement hierarchy, thus providing access to
existing transport links and ensuring the vitality and viability of
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	regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

	regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability,
socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

	TD
	Town and District Centres is not compromised.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Through good design, landscape character should be
maintained, although much will depend upon existing local
character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	G enhancement and where possible creation of resources. ood design should ensure that there is protection and


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy provides for development that is required to
support small scale recreation, and will impact positively on
the health and well-being of the population.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of
all the right quality and tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities for provision to meet local needs.


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Good design principles can be employed to help design out
crime.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality
built environment in new development
proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality
built environment in new development
proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although much will depend
upon existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	Whilst some development in the smaller rural settlements will
be permitted, land-take will be minimised through good
design. The design of high density homes must be carefully
considered to maximise open space and privacy.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall effects of the policy are likely to be neutral to positive, with mitigation in respect of site design off-setting negative
impacts through close association with existing development. The scale of development will not be large enough to have a
significant effect.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies for implementation.

	Borough-wide. 
	Permanent and short to long
term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a policy to define the extent of the open countryside in the Borough
Option 2 - Develop criteria to limit the type and scale of development in the open countryside
Option 3 - Do nothing / rely on national planning policy

	Policy 10 Agricultural Workers Dwellings

	Policy 10 Agricultural Workers Dwellings

	New dwellings in the Green Belt and Open Countryside outside of the settlements of Astwood Bank and Feckenham
will only be permitted where there is an essential need for a rural worker to live at or near their place of work.

	A. New permanent dwellings will be allowed to support existing agricultural activities on well- established agricultural
units, providing:

	A. New permanent dwellings will be allowed to support existing agricultural activities on well- established agricultural
units, providing:

	A. New permanent dwellings will be allowed to support existing agricultural activities on well- established agricultural
units, providing:

	i. there is a clearly established existing essential functional need;

	i. there is a clearly established existing essential functional need;




	ii. the functional need relates to a full time worker or one primarily employed in agriculture;

	iii. the unit and agricultural activity is well established, is financially sound and has a clear prospect of remaining so;

	iv. the functional need could not be fulfilled by another existing dwelling on the unit or any other existing

	accommodation in the area which is suitable and available;

	v. the proposed dwelling is of a size commensurate with the established functional need; and
vi. all other material planning considerations are satisfied.

	v. the proposed dwelling is of a size commensurate with the established functional need; and
vi. all other material planning considerations are satisfied.


	B. If a new dwelling is essential to support a new farming enterprise on a new or existing unit, an application should be
made for temporary accommodation. Such proposals will need to demonstrate:

	B. If a new dwelling is essential to support a new farming enterprise on a new or existing unit, an application should be
made for temporary accommodation. Such proposals will need to demonstrate:

	B. If a new dwelling is essential to support a new farming enterprise on a new or existing unit, an application should be
made for temporary accommodation. Such proposals will need to demonstrate:

	i. clear evidence of a firm intention to develop the new enterprise;
ii. an essential functional need relating to the enterprise;

	i. clear evidence of a firm intention to develop the new enterprise;
ii. an essential functional need relating to the enterprise;




	iii. the new enterprise has been planned on a sound financial basis;

	iv. the functional need could not be fulfilled by another existing dwelling on the unit or any other existing

	accommodation in the area which is suitable and available;

	v. the proposed accommodation is genuinely temporary and the necessary infrastructure can be provided without
permanent harm; and

	v. the proposed accommodation is genuinely temporary and the necessary infrastructure can be provided without
permanent harm; and


	vi. all other material planning considerations are satisfied.

	C. The Borough Council will use conditions to restrict the occupancy of dwellings permitted by this policy to agricultural
rural workers. Applications to remove such conditions will not be permitted unless the applicant can demonstrate there is
no longer any realistic agricultural need for the restriction to remain.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development will generate further waste but
offer opportunities for sustainable waste
management.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards and investment in
sustainable transport should help to offset
these effects. There is also the opportunity
to design for climate change through SuDS
etc.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Dwellings located in proximity to existing
agricultural activity, will help to minimise
travel, providing direct access to jobs.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy enables rural dwellers, equitable
access to local jobs, services and facilities.
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	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate
in and contribute to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate
in and contribute to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development in the Green Belt and Open
Countryside, favours rural dwellers; helping
to strengthen opportunities for community
engagement.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Can be realised in principle through good
design and the installation of renewable
technologies.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	New development could compromise soil, air
and waste water quality and increase water
demand, but impacts will be minimised
through good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through site selection process.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Dwellings located in proximity to existing
agricultural activity, will provide direct and
equitable access to jobs and services.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	?


	Through good design, landscape character
should be maintained, although much will
depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Good design should ensure that there is
protection and enhancement and where
possible creation of resources.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunity to provide for affordable
housing.


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Sites where residents have good access to
essential services such as education; provide
educational enrichment opportunities for
local residents.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Good design principles can be employed to
help design out crime.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although
much will depend upon existing local
character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Can be realised in principle through good
design and the installation of renewable
technologies.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive or have a neutral effect, reflecting the limitation on new
development permitted within the Green Belt and open countryside.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Develop a criteria-based policy requiring the need for agricultural workers dwellings to be justified
Option 2 - Do nothing / rely on national planning policy

	Policy 11 Green Infrastructure

	Policy 11 Green Infrastructure

	The Green Infrastructure (GI) Network makes an important and valued contribution to the Borough of Redditch and its
distinctiveness. The GI Network is a multifunctional resource that includes, but is not limited to, green spaces and corridors,
waterways, natural heritage and wildlife habitats.

	The existing GI Network will be safeguarded and new development will be required to contribute positively to the GI Network,
in line with the findings of the Redditch Borough GI Strategy and to support the Worcestershire Sub-Regional GI Framework.
Opportunities will be sought to improve and maintain the Network for the benefit of people, wildlife and the character and
appearance of the Borough.

	The Borough Council will produce Green Infrastructure Concept Statements to guide masterplanning and development of Strategic
Sites.
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	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	Development will generate further waste but
offers opportunities for sustainable waste
management.

	Development will generate further waste but
offers opportunities for sustainable waste
management.

	Waste related development could reinforce
the multi-functional function of the existing
green infrastructure network.

	The policy conflicts to a degree with this

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	waste management use in networks of open
green space.



	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	There is also the opportunity to design for
climate change through SuDS etc. Also green
infrastructure can mitigate climate change
from car exhausts by diverting people to more
sustainable modes of transport for short
journeys through the provision of pedestrian
and cycle routes.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through the provision of pedestrian
and cycle routes.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure should connect urban
areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to
develop the skills base necessary to support a
knowledge driven economy.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure should connect urban
areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to
strengthen opportunities for community
engagement across urban and rural areas.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Can be realised in principle through good
design and the installation of renewable
technologies.
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	New development could compromise soil, air
and waste water quality and increase water
demand, but impacts will be minimised
through good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure should connect urban
areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to
provide direct and equitable access to jobs and
services for rural dwellers.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Creating new open green spaces will impact
positively on landscape and townscape
character quality.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development that helps to connect
fragmented habitats and reinforce the green
infrastructure network will help to enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity assets.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure that incorporates
opportunities for sport and recreation for all
can impact positively on the health and well
being of the population.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure should connect urban
areas to the wider rural countryside, helping to
provide direct and equitable access to jobs and
services; providing educational enrichment for
rural dwellers.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development in green open spaces may
increase the fear of crime. Good design
principles to design out crime could alleviate
social pressures.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although much
will depend upon existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	also scores well.

	This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to reducing disparities
between urban and rural areas. The policy also seeks to maintain 
	Figure
	Figure
	ssets which

	and cycle ways are provided as part of new development will improve the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Complete a Green Infrastructure Strategy for Redditch Borough to guide policy
Option 2 Use the Worcestershire Green Infrastructure Framework to guide policy
Option 3 - Do nothing/business as usual

	Policy 12 Open Space Provision

	Policy 12 Open Space Provision

	The Borough Council will aim to maintain minimum standards of open space provision as identified in the Open Space Needs
Assessment and Playing Pitch Strategy. New development will be required to make provision for new and/or improvements to
open space, sports and recreation facilities in accordance with the Adopted Open Space Provision Supplementary
Planning Document (SPD) or any other form of planning obligation the Council adopts. New open space should be strategically
located in order for it to contribute to the Green Infrastructure Network and increase its multifunctionality. The Borough Council
will support, in principle, the development of new open space, sports and recreation facilities.

	If the demand for allotments increases during the course of this Plan period beyond that which can be accommodated within
existing allotments, developers may be required to provide new allotments in association with new developments.

	Local Green Spaces will be designated, where appropriate, in accordance with the provisions of the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). Once designated, Local Green Space will be managed in line with planning policy for Green Belts.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 
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	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	The provision of allotments has a role to play in
helping to reduce the effects of climate
change.

	There is also the opportunity to design for
climate change through SuDS etc.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through the provision of pedestrian
and cycle routes.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	New open space should reinforce the green
infrastructure network and help connect urban
and rural areas and economies.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	New open space should reinforce the green
infrastructure network, helping to connect
urban and rural areas and strengthen
opportunities for community engagement.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas. 
	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.
The creation of vegetated land through the
provision of new allotments helps absorb
excess water, slowing its entry into the river
system.
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	High quality green and open spaces create an
attractive environment for inward investment
and will help contribute to the vitality and
viability of the Town and District Centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Through good design, landscape character
should be maintained, although much will
depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development that helps to connect
fragmented habitats and reinforce the green
infrastructure network will help to enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity assets.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	The provision of sport and recreation facilities
and high quality green spaces for all, can
impact positively on the health and well-being
of the population.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+ 

	Good design principles will help to mitigate any potential adverse impacts.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although much
will depend upon existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Enhancement as part of new provision,
although related to existing character and
design quality,


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to reducing disparities
between urban and rural areas and improving the vitality and viability of Town and District centres. The policy also seeks to

	maintain

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	that safe footpaths and cycle ways are provided as part of new

	that safe footpaths and cycle ways are provided as part of new


	development will improve the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term
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	Option 1 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. Definitely do not build on any open space

	Option 1 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. Definitely do not build on any open space

	Option 2 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. But some land on the periphery of open space or parkland could be used for
development.

	Option 3 - No, comprehensively review the open space to identify significant parcels of land (including parkland) for development,
even if this has the potential to undermine local distinctiveness

	Option 4 - No, compromise local distinctiveness and parkland provision in an attempt to reduce open space standards in Redditch
to the averages of surrounding Districts

	Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 6 - Develop criteria to assess proposals for the loss of open space

	Option 7 - Develop a policy for the provision of open space associated with new development, based on the Open Space Needs

	Assessment

	Policy 13 Primary Open Space

	Policy 13 Primary Open Space

	Open space will be protected and, where appropriate, enhanced to improve quality, value, multifunctionality and
accessibility. In order to maintain the levels of open space provision in the Borough, proposals which would
result in the total or partial loss of Primary Open Space will not normally be granted planning permission unless it
can be demonstrated that the need for development outweighs the value of the land as an open area.

	In assessing applications for development on Primarily Open Space the following will be taken into account:

	i. the environmental and amenity value of the area;

	i. the environmental and amenity value of the area;


	ii. the recreational, conservation, wildlife, historical and visual and community amenity value of the site;

	iii. the merits of retaining the land in its existing open use, and, the contribution or potential contribution

	the site makes to the Green Infrastructure Network, character and appearance of the area;
iv. the merits of protecting the site for alternative open space uses;

	v. the location, size and environmental quality of the site;

	v. the location, size and environmental quality of the site;


	vi. the relationship of the site to other open space areas in the locality and similar uses within the wider
area;

	vii. whether the site provides a link between other open areas or as a buffer between incompatible uses;

	viii. that it can be demonstrated that there is a surplus of open space and that alternative provision of
equivalent or greater community benefit will be provided in the area at an appropriate, accessible
locality; and

	ix. the merits of the proposed development to the local area or the Borough generally.
If development is permitted which results in the loss of a playing pitch or allotment site the Borough Council
will require the provision of equivalent or improved facilities and/or financial contributions from developers.
Proposals for development on Primarily Open Space land that contribute to both the Green Infrastructure
Network in the Borough and the nature and purpose of the open space may be deemed acceptable by the
Council.
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	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	There is the opportunity to design for climate
change through SuDS etc.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection of open space will encourage
sustainable travel.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection will reinforce the green
infrastructure network


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection of open space should reinforce the
green infrastructure network, helping to
connect urban and rural areas and strengthen
opportunities for community engagement.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Potential opportunities for the use of
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in
appropriate circumstances.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	High quality green and open spaces create an
attractive environment for inward investment
and will help contribute to the vitality and
viability of the Town and District Centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection will help to maintain landscape and
townscape character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection will reinforce the green
infrastructure network will help to enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity assets.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	The protection of sport and recreation facilities
and high quality green spaces for all will impact
positively on the health and well-being of the
population.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to the conservation and
enhancement of cultural heritage.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Enhancement related to existing character and
design quality


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship



	Figure
	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to improving the
multifunctionality of the green infrastructure network and reinforcing the connection between urban and rural areas. The policy
also seeks to maintain th
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. Definitely do not build on any open space

	Option 2 - Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. But some land on the periphery of open space or parkland could be used for
development.

	Option 3 - No, comprehensively review the open space to identify significant parcels of land (including parkland) for development,
even if this has the potential to undermine local distinctiveness

	Option 4 - No, compromise local distinctiveness and parkland provision in an attempt to reduce open space standards in Redditch
to the averages of surrounding Districts

	Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 6 - Develop criteria to assess proposals for the loss of open space

	Option 7 - Develop a policy for the provision of open space associated with new development, based on the Open Space Needs
Assessment

	Policy 14 Protection of Incidental Open Space

	Policy 14 Protection of Incidental Open Space

	Areas of open space that are not Primary Open Space are areas of incidental open space. Whilst incidental open space can make
an important contribution to the Green Infrastructure Network and overall open space provision in the Borough, it is
acknowledged that it may be necessary to develop some areas of incidental open space.

	Incidental open space will be protected from development unless:

	i. the need for the development is considered to outweigh the need to protect the incidental open space;

	i. the need for the development is considered to outweigh the need to protect the incidental open space;


	ii. it can be demonstrated that the site does not make an important contribution to the Green Infrastructure Network

	and has no particular local amenity or wildlife conservation value;

	iii. the site does not have a strategic function separating clearly defined developed areas or acting as a buffer between different

	land uses;

	iv. it can be demonstrated that there is alternative provision of equivalent or greater community benefit provided in the

	area at an appropriate and accessible locality; and

	v. the incidental open space does not play an important role in the character of the area.

	v. the incidental open space does not play an important role in the character of the area.


	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	Further CO2 emissions are likely but
development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help to offset
these effects.

	There is also the opportunity to design for
climate change through SuDS etc.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through the provision of pedestrian
and cycle routes.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection of open space should reinforce the
green infrastructure network, helping to
connect urban and rural areas and strengthen
opportunities for community engagement.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Potential opportunities for the use of
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in
appropriate circumstances.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	High quality green and open spaces create an
attractive environment for inward investment
and will help contribute to the vitality and
viability of the Town and District Centres.



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection will help to maintain landscape and
townscape character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Protection will reinforce the green
infrastructure network will help to enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity assets.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	The protection of sport and recreation facilities
and high quality green spaces for all will impact
positively on the health and well-being of the
population.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to the conservation and
enhancement of cultural heritage.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives, and performs particularly well in relation to improving the
multifunctionality of the green infrastructure network, promoting health and well-being, improving local image and reinforcing the
connection between urban and rural areas. The policy also seeks to maintain the Borough

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	assets which also scores well.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - 
	Option 2 - 
	Option 3 - 
	Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. Definitely do not build on any open space
Yes, keep Redditch distinctive. But some land on the periphery of open space or parkland could be used for
development.
No, comprehensively review the open space to identify significant parcels of land (including parkland) for
development, even if this has the potential to undermine local distinctiveness

	Option 4 - 
	Option 4 - 
	Option 5 - 
	No, compromise local distinctiveness and parkland provision in an attempt to reduce open space standards in
Redditch to the averages of surrounding Districts

	Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 6 - Develop criteria to assess proposals for the loss of open space

	Option 7 - Develop a policy for the provision of open space associated with new development, based on the Open Space Needs
Assessment

	Policy 15 Climate Change

	Policy 15 Climate Change

	To be sustainable, new developments must have regard for the need to be climate-resilient. In order to ensure appropriate
consideration of adaptation and mitigation to climate change has been made, applications will be judged against the following
criteria:

	i. development should be placed in accessible locations in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Proposals
should take account of the need for accessibility between any development site and key facilities and consider how
flexible and smarter working practices can be maximized to reduce transport emissions;

	i. development should be placed in accessible locations in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Proposals
should take account of the need for accessibility between any development site and key facilities and consider how
flexible and smarter working practices can be maximized to reduce transport emissions;


	ii. the energy efficiency of the development must be maximised through its siting and orientation, and through the

	adoption of energy conservation measures, including natural ventilation, heating, street trees and lighting;
iii. proposals must seek to be zero carbon in line with Government targets;

	iv. all new residential development must meet the nationally required standard of the Code for Sustainable Homes (or

	any other national scheme which supersedes it);

	v. all new non-domestic development must be assessed against the BREEAM assessment method (or any other
national scheme which supersedes it);

	v. all new non-domestic development must be assessed against the BREEAM assessment method (or any other
national scheme which supersedes it);


	vi. all proposals must demonstrate that the use of sustainable, locally sourced and recycled materials has been

	considered and the waste hierarchy has been considered (waste minimisation, re-use and recycling) during
construction;

	vii. adaptation measures must be maximised, with particular emphasis on the provision, enhancement and retention of

	Green Infrastructure (see Policy 11 for further detail).

	The use of small scale renewable technologies will be encouraged in appropriate locations.
Low carbon vehicle infrastructure in appropriate developments and locations will be encouraged.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will generate further waste but offers
opportunities for sustainable waste management.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but development that
incorporates high environmental standards and
investment in sustainable transport should help to offset
these effects.

	Further CO2 emissions are likely but development that
incorporates high environmental standards and
investment in sustainable transport should help to offset
these effects.

	There is also the opportunity to design for climate
change through SuDS etc.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards
more sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development concentrated on the existing urban area
will help to minimise travel through direct access to jobs
and services. The provision of pedestrian and cycle
routes will encourage people to switch to more
sustainable modes of travel.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits
urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and
skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits
urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility in the
local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility in the
local community.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and
environmental technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.

	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.

	Development concentrated on the existing urban area
could create synergies between different industries and
promote and support the development of new
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	technologies.

	TD
	TD
	technologies.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil
and air and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	New development could compromise soil, air and waste
water quality and increase water demand, but impacts
will be minimised through good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk
flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to
surface water flooding in all other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning and site selection
process; selecting sites available in areas of a lower
probability of flooding.

	Realised through good masterplanning and site selection
process; selecting sites available in areas of a lower
probability of flooding.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
in appropriate circumstances. The creation of vegetated
land through the provision of new allotments helps
absorb excess water, slowing its entry into the river
system.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Provision of green infrastructure, investment in
renewable technologies and efficient land use all help to
create a better environment. This should secure inward
investment and help improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and
townscape character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Provision of green infrastructure, investment in
renewable technologies and efficient land use can
strengthen landscape and townscape character and
quality.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Enhancement and retention of green infrastructure
brings biodiversity to urban areas, helping to conserve
and enhance areas of habitat.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Support for more sustainable travel patterns and
provision of pedestrian and cycle routes will encourage
people to lead more active lifestyles.

	Support for more sustainable travel patterns and
provision of pedestrian and cycle routes will encourage
people to lead more active lifestyles.

	Green infrastructure can provide for sport and
recreational activities and impact positively on the
health and well-being of the population.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all
the right quality and tenure for local needs, in
clean, safe and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of
the workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built
environment in new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural,
cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built
environment in new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although much will
depend upon existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green
Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings,
where this is not detrimental to open space and
biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy
generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Can be realised in principle through good design and the
installation of renewable technologies.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives and performs particularly well against renewable energy
provision, protection against flood risk, biodiversity and geodiversity and the health and well-being of residents. There are some
uncertainties around the generation of renewable energy which may have an intrusive effect within a local environment. On
balance however, this policy offers substantial sustainability benefits.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Options for the policy How can we ensure renewable energy production without compromising environmental quality?
Option 1 - Development of local guidelines and criteria for different types of renewable energy development

	Option 2 - Identify locations suitable for renewable energy based upon an assessment such as a Landscape Character Assessment

	Option 3 - Require developers to demonstrate how their on-site renewable energy production does not compromise
environmental quality

	Option 4 - Request that where developers are unable to meet sustainability standards on-site through reducing emissions and
creating their own sustainable energy, that a carbon off-setting procedure is in place to increase the efficiency and
sustainability in existing housing

	Option 5 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 6 Request developments of 10 or more to supply 10% of their energy from a sustainable source

	Option 7 Request that developments are located in accessible locations and take account of the accessibility needs between uses
Option 8 Request that new residential developments must meet the current Code for Sustainable Homes standards contained
within the RSS

	Option 9 Offices and other non-domestic buildings should aim for 10% below the target emission rate of the current Building
Regulations by 2016

	Option 9 Offices and other non-domestic buildings should aim for 10% below the target emission rate of the current Building
Regulations by 2016


	Option 10 Ensure energy efficiency through siting and orientation and through energy conservation measures
Option 11 Protect, conserve, manage and enhance natural and built heritage assets

	Option 12 - demonstrate that the use of sustainable, locally sourced and recycled materials has been considered
Option 13 - the retrofit of the existing housing stock with improved insulation and water saving devices will be sought
Option 14 - low carbon vehicle infrastructure in appropriate developments and locations will be encouraged

	Further options for the policy What proportion of renewable energy should be required from all new development?

	Option 1 - The standard request rate, as stated in the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Preferred Option document
(currently 10%)

	Option 2 - To improve on current standards (20%), please specify why you think this and any evidence you have for this
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Further options for the policy - What should Redditch Borough request in terms of feasible level/ standards for all new

	development to meet?

	Option 1 - Level 4 or above of the Code for Sustainable Homes should be requested on all new housing

	Option 2 - The Code for Sustainable Homes standard sought in the Borough should only be the same as that sought regionally
(currently Level 3 in the WMRSS Preferred Option document)

	Option 3 - Some other level for residential development, please specify why you think this and provide any evidence you have for
this

	Option 4 - Require all new non�
	Figure
	assessment of the environmental performance of buildings)

	Option 5 - Some other level for non-residential development, please specify why you think this and provide any evidence you have
for this

	Option 6 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Policy 16 Natural Environment

	Policy 16 Natural Environment

	A. Natural Environment and Landscape

	A. Natural Environment and Landscape


	A high quality natural environment and landscape is integral to delivering the Vision of the Local Plan. In order to achieve this all
relevant proposals will be expected to:

	i. demonstrate how the use of natural resources will be minimised;

	i. demonstrate how the use of natural resources will be minimised;


	ii. protect and, where appropriate, enhance the quality of natural resources including water, air, land, wildlife corridors,

	species (including protected species), habitats biodiversity and geodiversity;

	iii. demonstrate the distinctive landscape is protected, enhanced or restored, as appropriate and proposals are

	informed by, and sympathetic to, the surrounding landscape character;

	iv. avoid any significant adverse impact on skylines and hill features, including established views of these features;

	v. where possible retain existing trees (including Ancient Trees), woodlands (including ancient woodlands) and
hedgerows (including important hedgerows) and semi-natural habitats with appropriate management. Particular
emphasis should be placed on the expanding and linking of ancient woodlands, and the creation of targeted new
native woodland for wider benefits; and

	v. where possible retain existing trees (including Ancient Trees), woodlands (including ancient woodlands) and
hedgerows (including important hedgerows) and semi-natural habitats with appropriate management. Particular
emphasis should be placed on the expanding and linking of ancient woodlands, and the creation of targeted new
native woodland for wider benefits; and


	vi. contribute to the achievement of relevant Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan targets where appropriate.

	B. Sites of Wildlife Importance

	B. Sites of Wildlife Importance


	The location of sites of national (Sites of Special Scientific Interest), regional (Local Wildlife Sites) and local (Local Nature
Reserves) wildlife importance are shown on the Policies Map. New development or land use changes likely to have an adverse
effect on such sites, directly or indirectly, will not be allowed unless there are no reasonable alternative means of meeting that
development need and the reasons for development clearly outweigh the intrinsic nature conservation and/or geological value
of the site or network of sites.

	In all cases where new development or land use change is permitted, any damage to the nature conservation and/or geological
value of the site will need to be kept to a minimum. Adequate and appropriate protection and enhancement of the nature
conservation and/or geological interest will need to be secured, and where necessary, appropriate and adequate compensatory
measures will need to be provided, using conditions and/or planning obligations where necessary.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Requirement for minimisation of resource use which
should include implementation of the waste
hierarchy.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Further CO2 emissions are likely but development
that incorporates high quality design and
environmental standards should help to offset these
effects.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	An enhanced natural environment should help to
promote a move towards more sustainable travel
patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship



	Part
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	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	The protection of the natural environment and
landscape will directly contribute to the wider
protection of water, soil, air and water resources.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Provision of green infrastructure through expansion
of woodland, will create a more attractive
environment. This should secure inward investment
and help improve the vitality and viability of Town
and District centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Reinforcing links between woodland habitats
through the provision of green infrastructure can
strengthen landscape and townscape character and
quality.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Reinforcing links between woodland habitats can
help to conserve and enhance areas of habitat.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	An enhanced natural environment should promote

	An enhanced natural environment should promote

	Figure
	impacting positiv 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	-

	being. However, it is noted that protecting

	biodiversity and geodiversity may have little impact
on increasing participation in recreational / cultural
activities.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design which should include
resource efficiency, although much will depend upon
existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Land-take will be minimised through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Can be realised in principle through good design and
the installation of renewable technologies. But
there is some uncertainty as to where this might be
feasible and how this might be implemented.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy offers a broad approach to protecting and enhancing the natural environment within Redditch and to maintain and
protect biodiversity and geodiversity sites. The policy also seeks to protect landscape, which will encourage high quality design.
With regard to the existing landscape character, the policy allows for sensitive change to landscapes through conservation and
enhancement.

	This policy performs well against the majority of these objectives and performs particularly well against conserving and enhancing
biodiversity. However there is some uncertainty with regard to the creation of wildlife conservation and woodland as this is
largely dependent upon individual development proposals. There are also some uncertainties around the generation of
renewable energy which may have an intrusive effect within a local environment.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - demonstrate that the use of sustainable, locally sourced and recycled materials has been considered

	Option 2 - incorporate water efficiency measures and appropriate SUDS techniques that utilise detention/ retention methods
suitable for Redditch

	Option 3 - protect and enhance the quality of natural resources and Green Infrastructure including water, air, land, habitats and
biodiversity

	Option 4 - integrate with biodiversity and geodiversity through enhancing, linking and extending natural habitats
Option 5 - remediate contaminated land, where appropriate

	Landscape Character - The Landscape Character Assessment produced by Worcestershire County Council combined with the
Sensitivity Appraisals identified a number of areas that were sensitive to development in the Borough therefore it is considered
appropriate to consider this issue through the Plan.

	Option 1 Have a local policy which is informed by the Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment
Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

	Air Quality issues in the County requires consideration of wider pollution issues. Relevant policy options include:
Option 1 Have a local policy due to potential air quality issues in the Borough

	Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

	Trees - a distinctive feature of Redditch, it is important to maintain and enhance trees in the Borough. Relevant policy options are:
Option 1 Have a local policy on retaining trees

	Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

	Sites of Wildlife Importance Due to the shift from a Core Strategy to a Local Plan, designated sites of wildlife importance need to
be considered:

	Option 1 Include a policy that identifies designated local, national and regional sites of wildlife importance

	Option 2 Include a policy that identifies designated local, national and regional sites of wildlife importance and protects them
from inappropriate development

	Option 3 Business as usual/Do nothing

	Policy 17 Flood Risk Management

	Policy 17 Flood Risk Management

	In considering all proposals for development, the following principles will be applied:

	i. the expectation that all development should fall within Flood Zone 1;

	i. the expectation that all development should fall within Flood Zone 1;


	ii. where land in Flood Zones 2, 3a or 3b or above one hectare in Flood Zone 1 is proposed for

	development, a comprehensive Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) will be required;

	iii. incorporation of water efficiency measures and appropriate Sustainable Drainage (SuDS) techniques that utilise retention

	methods. For Redditch suitable methods include greywater recycling, rainwater harvesting, green roofs, permeable

	surfaces, swales and ponds. SuDS techniques which provide water quality improvements, utilise natural environment

	features and contribute to the Green Infrastructure will be encouraged.

	Any development sites that are located in areas that are subject to flood risk will need to demonstrate that there are no other
reasonable locations for development in accordance with the and (where appropriate)

	as set out in the Technical Guidance to the National Planning Policy Framework and have regard to the Strategic Flood Risk

	Assessment (SFRA) for Redditch. Development will be designed to be safe taking into account the lifetime of the development,

	and the need to adapt to climate

	In addition, any development in areas that are subject to flood risk will need to demonstrate that adequate flood protection has

	been incorporated on site and that the effects elsewhere have been fully assessed and mitigated against. Opportunities should be

	sought, wherever possible to provide multiple benefits when managing flood risks, for example to provide amenity benefit or

	ecological improvements. It is expected that any on-site flood defences required will be provided and financed by the developer of

	the site.

	Where practicable, flood risk should be reduced by increasing flood storage, improving flood flow routes and/or removing existing

	obstructions to flow.
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	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.
Impacts can be reduced through sustainable drainage.

	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.
Impacts can be reduced through sustainable drainage.

	Flood alleviation schemes can make extensive use of
recycled materials and the routine maintenance of
waterways may provide useful dredged materials for
local construction projects.



	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through implementation of SuDS; for
example, green roofs, soakaways, swales, infiltration
trench ponds and wetlands.

	Realised through implementation of SuDS; for
example, green roofs, soakaways, swales, infiltration
trench ponds and wetlands.

	Open spaces can be used to store water in the event of
flooding as a result of climate change.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation whilst also promoting

	The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation whilst also promoting

	Figure
	Figure
	walking and cycling).

	Figure
	Figure


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	Can be realised in principle through good design, but
there is uncertainty as to where this might be feasible
and how this might be implemented.



	Part
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	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	New development could compromise soil, air and
waste water quality and increase water demand, but
impacts will be minimised through good design.

	New development could compromise soil, air and
waste water quality and increase water demand, but
impacts will be minimised through good design.

	Incorporation of SuDs will improve natural water
quality and intercept surface water run-off.



	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning and site
selection process; selecting sites available in areas of a
lower probability of flooding.

	Realised through good masterplanning and site
selection process; selecting sites available in areas of a
lower probability of flooding.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
in appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation whilst also creating a more
attractive environment for inward investment.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation whilst also helping to
strengthen landscape and townscape character and
quality.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation whilst also reinforcing links
between woodland habitats.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation but could also promote

	The creation of routeways of green open space
provides flood alleviation but could also promote

	Figure
	walking and cycling).
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	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although much will
depend upon existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Construction of flood alleviation structures that re-use
and recycle site won materials and waste during
construction, help to promote resource efficiency.
But there is uncertainty as to where this might be
feasible and how this might be implemented.
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	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Overall this policy performs well in relation to protection of the natural environment, particularly against objectives 2 and 11.
However, this policy could be broadened to reference waste management to promote resource efficiency. The policy also seeks to
provide amenity benefit, which will encourage high quality design.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Have a local policy on Flood Risk which is informed by Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 and Level 2 and the Water
Cycle Study and Water Cycle Study Refresh

	Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

	Policy 18 Sustainable Water Management

	Policy 18 Sustainable Water Management

	The Outline Water Cycle Study (2012) identifies a need for sustainable water demand management techniques to be employed
in Redditch Borough. Therefore, all development proposals, including changes to existing buildings will require the inclusion of
Sustainable Drainage Systems to manage surface water and will be required to treat all surface runoff on site. Sites of one
hectare or more will be required to:

	i. allocate suitable land and incorporate SuDS techniques within the drainage design for the development;

	i. allocate suitable land and incorporate SuDS techniques within the drainage design for the development;


	ii. ensure that discharge rates from the development do not exceed and, if possible, improve upon existing runoff

	rates; and

	iii. provide on-site attenuation for the 1% annual probability of flooding or 1 in 100 chance in any year plus an

	allowance for climate change.

	Sites of less than one hectare will be expected to apply the same criteria, as appropriate.

	The development of any site should not lead to deterioration of EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) water body status nor
have a negative impact on water quality, either directly through the pollution of surface or ground water or indirectly through
overloading of sewage treatment work. Development should, where necessary and feasible, help to conserve and enhance
watercourses and riverside habitats.

	Applications for development within an area of waste water collection or treatment infrastructure capacity constraint, as
identified by the Water Cycle Study, must demonstrate that the necessary infrastructure is in place to serve the development
and that appropriate consultations have been conducted with the sewerage undertakers, the Borough Council and any other
relevant bodies.

	With regard to foul water disposal, developments should first look to connect to the main foul sewer as the preferred most
sustainable option. Only once it has been demonstrated that it is not feasible to connect to the mains sewer should the
developer consider non-mains foul drainage options (see Planning circular 3/99 for more information).
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will generate further waste which
could compromise water quality. Adverse effects
could be mitigated through appropriate foul water
connections and/or through location within an area
of waste water collection or treatment infrastructure
capacity constraint.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through implementation of SuDS; for
example, green roofs, soakaways, swales, infiltration
trench ponds and wetlands.

	Realised through implementation of SuDS; for
example, green roofs, soakaways, swales, infiltration
trench ponds and wetlands.

	Open spaces can provide attenuation on-site in the
event of flooding as a result of climate change.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	Can be realised in principle through good design and
investment in waste water treatment, but there is
uncertainty as to where this might be feasible and
how this might be implemented.



	Part
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	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	New development could compromise soil, air and
waste water quality and increase water demand, but
impacts will be minimised through good design and
investment in waste water treatment where feasible.

	New development could compromise soil, air and
waste water quality and increase water demand, but
impacts will be minimised through good design and
investment in waste water treatment where feasible.

	Incorporation of SuDs will improve the natural
quality of water, soil and air.



	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning and site
selection process; selecting sites available in areas of
a lower probability of flooding.

	Realised through good masterplanning and site
selection process; selecting sites available in areas of
a lower probability of flooding.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Implementation of SuDS offers multiple
neighbourhood benefits, including attractive
planting features and increased biodiversity. This
could help to secure inward investment and improve
the vitality and viability of Town and District centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Implementation of SuDS offers multiple benefits,
including attractive planting features and increased
biodiversity. This should help to strengthen
landscape and townscape character and quality.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Implementation of SuDS offers multiple benefits,
including attractive planting features and increased
biodiversity. Purpose built ponds and wetlands in
particular, help to reinforce links between existing
wildlife habitats.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The creation of SuDs systems, specifically wetlands
and ponds, provide enhanced recreational facilities
for people and can reduce health inequalities.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design, although much will
depend upon existing local character.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	?


	Realised through investment in efficient water
supplies and (on-site) waste water treatment and
water re-use, where feasible.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Overall this policy performs well in relation to protection of the natural environment, particularly against objectives 2 and 11.
However, this policy could be broadened to reference the waste management hierarchy to promote resource efficiency. The policy
also seeks to provide amenity benefit, which will encourage high quality design.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Have a local policy on Flood Risk which is informed by Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 and Level 2 and the Water
Cycle Study and Water Cycle Study Refresh

	Option 2 Rely on National Planning Policy/ Business as Usual

	Policy 19 Sustainable travel and accessibility

	Policy 19 Sustainable travel and accessibility

	Transport will be coordinated to improve accessibility and mobility, so that sustainable means of travel, reducing
the need to travel by car and increasing public transport use, cycling and walking are maximised. This will be
achieved by:

	i. meeting development requirements in accessible locations and taking account of interactions between uses. This
includes maximising accessibility to, from and between public transport modes and interchanges (bus and rail),
maximising accessibility to and from the development sites and increasing access to and from Redditch Railway Station
for users, particularly where access points into the Borough create a gateway;

	i. meeting development requirements in accessible locations and taking account of interactions between uses. This
includes maximising accessibility to, from and between public transport modes and interchanges (bus and rail),
maximising accessibility to and from the development sites and increasing access to and from Redditch Railway Station
for users, particularly where access points into the Borough create a gateway;


	ii. delivering a comprehensive network of routes for pedestrians and cyclists that is coherent, direct, safe, accessible and

	comfortable to use. Building on, adapting and extending the pedestrian and cycle network that exists, in particular
following of the pedestrian and ensuring that all members of the community can comfortably move
around the Borough;

	iii. ensuring that infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists that is well designed and safe is prioritised in residential areas

	and the Town Centre and facilitates walking, cycling and public transport use. Proposals should incorporate
appropriate, safe, convenient, well over-looked and well maintained pedestrian and cycle access as an integral feature
of the proposed design. Where appropriate new developments should prioritise cycleways which run adjacent to
footpaths. The provision or improvement of off-site cycle routes, footpath links and related infrastructure will be
sought in appropriate locations. The Green Infrastructure Network should also be fully integrated into the pedestrian
network and cycleways;

	iv. developing the network of cycle routes particularly the National Cycle Network route (wherever an opportunity

	exists). Cycleways will be sought that are appropriate to the location;

	v. effectively managing the Primary Route Network (PRN) and prevent new accesses onto the network;

	v. effectively managing the Primary Route Network (PRN) and prevent new accesses onto the network;


	vi. ensuring that public transport infrastructure, services and information is provided for users and operators in order to

	encourage the use of public transport;

	vii. supporting the provision of coach parking where appropriate; and

	viii. providing measures which reduce the impact of the environmental problems (including potential Air Quality

	Management Areas) associated with transport growth and bring forward environmental improvements particularly
along major transport routes.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.
Improved accessibility may facilitate sustainable
transportation of waste.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Further Co2 emissions are likely, but improving access
to facilities by non-car modes would reduce vehicle
emissions and help offset these effects.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development concentrated on the existing urban area
will help to minimise travel through direct access to
jobs and services, although the expansion of the urban
footprint could extend/complicate travel patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	A concentration of housing and employment
development in accessible locations should help to
provide opportunities for diversifying the economic
base of the Borough.

	A concentration of housing and employment
development in accessible locations should help to
provide opportunities for diversifying the economic
base of the Borough.

	However whether this can be realised in rural areas is
unclear.




	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Concentration of development and improvements to
the transport network helps support community
cohesion. This should help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement through a
stronger sense of local identity.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development could compromise the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources.

	Development could compromise the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources.

	Reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.



	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
in appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Concentration of development and improved
accessibility in and around Town and District centres
should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure will impact positively on
landscape and townscape character quality. Although
much will depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure will help to connect fragmented
habitats and help to enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity assets.

	Green infrastructure will help to connect fragmented
habitats and help to enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity assets.

	Good design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation of
resources.



	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure can improve air quality from car
exhausts by diverting people to more sustainable
modes of transport for short journeys through the
provision of pedestrian and cycle routes.

	Green infrastructure can improve air quality from car
exhausts by diverting people to more sustainable
modes of transport for short journeys through the
provision of pedestrian and cycle routes.

	Green infrastructure also provides opportunities for
sport and recreation impacting positively on the health
and well-being of the population.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure should help connect urban areas
to the wider rural countryside, providing rural
residents in particular, with direct and equitable access
to jobs and services and provide educational
enrichment for all.



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Urban concentration could increase social pressures.
However, improvements to the transport network
helps support community cohesion and could alleviate
social pressures.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process and can
be successfully integrated with the existing urban
fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch
are envisaged, land-take for new transport
infrastructure will be minimised through good design.

	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch
are envisaged, land-take for new transport
infrastructure will be minimised through good design.

	Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process and can
be successfully integrated with the existing urban
fabric.



	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process.
However, opportunities for renewable energy creation
and how this might be realised is uncertain.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, highlighting the multiple environmental, economic and
social benefits of green infrastructure in densely built urban areas.

	Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development in and around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services
and housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design.

	Additionally, whilst reference is made to ensuring that infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists prioritised in residential areas and
the Town Centre, it is felt that this policy could be broadened to address accessibility needs for rural areas to reinforce rural
communities as well as urban ones.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Options for the policy - What should be the transport requirements expected of new developments in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Transport Assessment to accompany any new development regardless of size

	Option 2 - Transport Assessment should only be sought for planning applications involving a significant travel demand, as currently
sought by the WMRSS Preferred Option document

	Option 3 - To ensure the development is located within 250m of passenger transport (bus stop or train station)
Option 4 - A green travel plan to accompany any new development regardless of size

	Option 5 - Green travel plans should only be sought for certain developments, as set out by PPG13 Transport
Option 6 - All developments to be accessible to all modes of transport

	Option 7 - Business as usual / Do nothing.

	Option 8 -Transport Assessments will be required for all development proposals with significant transport implications.
Option 9 - Principles of a structured road hierarchy and will seek to extend such principles in any proposal.

	Option 10 Meet development requirements in accessible locations and take account of interactions between uses
Option 11 Deliver a comprehensive network of routes for pedestrians and cyclists that is coherent, direct, safe, accessible and
comfortable to use, building on, adapting and extending the network that exists
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	Option 12 Ensure infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists is provided that facilitates walking, cycling and public transport
Further options for the policy - Where should the broad location be for coach parking in Redditch Borough?

	Option 12 Ensure infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists is provided that facilitates walking, cycling and public transport
Further options for the policy - Where should the broad location be for coach parking in Redditch Borough?

	Option 1 - Redditch Town Centre

	Option 2 - Forge Mill Museum
Option 3 - Arrow Valley Countryside Park
Option 4 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 5 - Set down passengers in Town and then parking space should be away from Town
Option 6 - Near the Abbey Stadium

	Option 7 - On the outskirts of the Town Centre, within walking distance of the Town Centre

	Further options for the policy - What are the key priorities to create a sustainable transport network in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Reduce the need to travel

	Option 2 - Provision of walking and cycling facilities

	Option 3 - Promote travel awareness initiatives e.g. car sharing
Option 4 - Significant improvement in public transport
Option 5 - Better management of public and private car parking
Option 6 - Demand management measures

	Option 7 - Better management of transport networks
Option 8 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 9 - Ensure all trip attractors are directly linked to the core passenger transport network, and are made easily accessible by
bicycle or on foot

	Further Options for the policy - Should public transport routes (bus and emergency vehicles only) be opened up to general traffic
if there is a wider and demonstrable community benefit e.g. the regeneration of a District Centre?

	Option 1 - Yes, they should be opened up where a wider community benefit can be demonstrated
Option 2 - No, they should be retained in their current state (equivalent to business as usual/ Do nothing)

	Policy 20 Transport requirements for new development

	Policy 20 Transport requirements for new development

	In order to deliver the transport aspirations set out in Policy 19 Sustainable Travel and Accessibility, proposals for development
are required to achieve the following standards and are required to submit the following information:

	i. a Transport Assessment will be required where it is considered that development will have significant transport
implications;

	i. a Transport Assessment will be required where it is considered that development will have significant transport
implications;


	ii. a Travel Plan will be required alongside certain developments;

	iii. all proposals should incorporate safe and convenient access arrangements in their design for all potential users

	(including pedestrians, cyclists, emergency services and waste collection vehicles). Access arrangements should
be designed to reflect the function and character of the development and its wider surroundings;

	iv. all proposals should discourage unintended through traffic within the development site and/or

	between sites;

	v. all proposals will be expected to be located within 250m of local services (in accordance with the retail hierarchy
this should either be a parade of local shops or a District Centre) and a public transport link (i.e. bus stop or train
station);

	v. all proposals will be expected to be located within 250m of local services (in accordance with the retail hierarchy
this should either be a parade of local shops or a District Centre) and a public transport link (i.e. bus stop or train
station);


	vi. proposals should include parking standards as prescribed by Worcestershire County Council Local Transport Plan

	No.3 Highways Design Guide;

	vii. the cumulative effects of development on transport infrastructure must be assessed and solutions sought in line

	with the policies in this Plan, with particular regard to the cumulative effects of the delivery of the Strategic Sites;

	viii. ensure that development does not have a detrimental effect on land safeguarded for road development and/or

	improvement schemes as depicted on the Policies Map; and

	ix. ensure that development does not have a detrimental effect on land safeguarded for Public Transport Routes as

	depicted on the Policies Map.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will generate further waste but offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.
Improved accessibility may facilitate sustainable
transportation of waste.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Further Co2 emissions are likely, but concentrating
development on the existing urban area will help to
minimise travel through direct access to jobs and
services and offset these effects.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development concentrated on the existing urban area
will help to minimise travel through direct access to
jobs and services, although the expansion of the urban
footprint could extend/complicate travel patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	A concentration of housing and employment
development in accessible locations should help to
provide opportunities for diversifying the economic
base of the Borough.

	A concentration of housing and employment
development in accessible locations should help to
provide opportunities for diversifying the economic
base of the Borough.

	However whether this can be realised in rural areas is
unclear.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community. 
	TD
	Figure
	++


	Concentration of development and improvements to
the transport network helps support community
cohesion. This should help to strengthen
opportunities for community engagement through a
stronger sense of local identity.



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development could compromise the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources.

	Development could compromise the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources.

	Reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

	Green infrastructure can help improve water and soil
quality through SuDS for instance.



	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
in appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Concentration of development and improved
accessibility in and around Town and District centres
should help to reinforce their vitality and viability.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure will impact positively on
landscape and townscape character quality. Although
much will depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure will help to connect fragmented
habitats and help to enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity assets.

	Green infrastructure will help to connect fragmented
habitats and help to enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity assets.

	Good design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement and where possible creation of
resources.



	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure can improve air quality by
diverting people to more sustainable modes of
transport for short journeys through the provision of
pedestrian and cycle routes.

	Green infrastructure can improve air quality by
diverting people to more sustainable modes of
transport for short journeys through the provision of
pedestrian and cycle routes.

	Green infrastructure also provides opportunities for
sport and recreation impacting positively on the health
and well-being of the population.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure should help connect urban areas
to the wider rural countryside, providing rural
residents in particular, with direct and equitable access
to jobs and services and provide educational
enrichment for all.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Urban concentration could increase social pressures.
However, improvements to the transport network
helps support community cohesion and could alleviate
social pressures.
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	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process and can
be successfully integrated with the existing urban
fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch
are envisaged, land-take for new transport
infrastructure will be minimised through good design.

	Whilst extensions to the urban footprint of Redditch
are envisaged, land-take for new transport
infrastructure will be minimised through good design.

	Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process and can
be successfully integrated with the existing urban
fabric.



	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Green infrastructure encourages a more sustainable
and resource efficient development process.
However, opportunities for renewable energy creation
and how this might be realised is uncertain.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive, highlighting the multiple environmental, economic and
social benefits of green infrastructure in densely built urban areas.

	Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development in and around the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services
and housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Options for the policy - What should be the transport requirements expected of new developments in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Transport Assessment to accompany any new development regardless of size

	Option 2 - Transport Assessment should only be sought for planning applications involving a significant travel demand, as currently
sought by the WMRSS Preferred Option document

	Option 3 - To ensure the development is located within 250m of passenger transport (bus stop or train station)
Option 4 - A green travel plan to accompany any new development regardless of size

	Option 5 - Green travel plans should only be sought for certain developments, as set out by PPG13 Transport
Option 6 - All developments to be accessible to all modes of transport

	Option 7 - Business as usual / Do nothing.

	Option 8 -Transport Assessments will be required for all development proposals with significant transport implications.
Option 9 - Principles of a structured road hierarchy and will seek to extend such principles in any proposal.

	Option 10 Meet development requirements in accessible locations and take account of interactions between uses
Option 11 Deliver a comprehensive network of routes for pedestrians and cyclists that is coherent, direct, safe, accessible and
comfortable to use, building on, adapting and extending the network that exists

	Option 12 Ensure infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists is provided that facilitates walking, cycling and public transport
Further options for the policy - Where should the broad location be for coach parking in Redditch Borough?

	Option 1 - Redditch Town Centre

	Option 2 - Forge Mill Museum
Option 3 - Arrow Valley Countryside Park
Option 4 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 5 - Set down passengers in Town and then parking space should be away from Town
Option 6 - Near the Abbey Stadium
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	Option 7 - On the outskirts of the Town Centre, within walking distance of the Town Centre

	Option 7 - On the outskirts of the Town Centre, within walking distance of the Town Centre

	Further options for the policy - What are the key priorities to create a sustainable transport network in Redditch Borough?
Option 1 - Reduce the need to travel

	Option 2 - Provision of walking and cycling facilities

	Option 3 - Promote travel awareness initiatives e.g. car sharing
Option 4 - Significant improvement in public transport
Option 5 - Better management of public and private car parking
Option 6 - Demand management measures

	Option 7 - Better management of transport networks
Option 8 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 9 - Ensure all trip attractors are directly linked to the core passenger transport network, and are made easily accessible by
bicycle or on foot

	Further Options for the policy - Should public transport routes (bus and emergency vehicles only) be opened up to general traffic
if there is a wider and demonstrable community benefit e.g. the regeneration of a District Centre?

	Option 1 - Yes, they should be opened up where a wider community benefit can be demonstrated
Option 2 - No, they should be retained in their current state (equivalent to business as usual/ Do nothing)

	Policy 21 Alexandra Hospital Public Interchange

	Policy 21 Alexandra Hospital Public Interchange

	A public transport multi-modal interchange is required on the site of the Alexandra Hospital. interchange facility the following principles should be applied:

	When developing the public transport

	i. the interchange facility will serve to connect a number of bus routes in the area and improve the level of bus service to
and from the hospital;

	i. the interchange facility will serve to connect a number of bus routes in the area and improve the level of bus service to
and from the hospital;


	ii. the interchange facility could include improved waiting facilities and information systems for taxi, bus or community

	transport users and car pick up and drop off facilities at the Alexandra Hospital;

	iii. the interchange facility scheme has the potential to include measures to improve access to/from the hospital for taxis,

	buses and community transport;

	iv. the interchange facility must link important facilities and services within the Borough;

	v. the design, layout and access arrangements of surrounding developments relative to the interchange must be safe and

	v. the design, layout and access arrangements of surrounding developments relative to the interchange must be safe and


	convenient so as to maximise the walking and cycling catchment population for public transport services; and
vi. have regard to the impact on the environment, safety, the economy and accessibility.

	Development will not normally be permitted where it might prove detrimental to the proposed interchange. Where appropriate,
provision should be made by developers for improvements to and/or the development of interchange facilities.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.
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	An interchange facility can mitigate climate change
from car exhausts by diverting people to more
sustainable modes of transport for short journeys
through the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes
and an improved level of bus routes.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Realised through the provision of pedestrian and
cycle routes and an improved level of bus routes.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The hospital can be a major economic driver for
Redditch, attracting staff, patients and students from
the UK and beyond.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.
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	Figure
	++


	Improved access to hospital services will help
develop links within community groups and help
support community cohesion.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development could compromise the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources.

	Development could compromise the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources.

	Reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.



	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The interchange will provide linkage with important
facilities and services within the Borough.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good masterplanning. Although
much will depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Good design and a reduction of car exhaust
emissions will improve air quality, helping to
conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.
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	Figure
	++


	An interchange facility can improve the health and
well being of hospital users, by diverting people to
more sustainable modes of transport for short
journeys through the provision of pedestrian and
cycle routes.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	The hospital can be a major economic driver for
Redditch, attracting staff, patients and students from
the UK and beyond. An interchange will provide
direct and equitable access to jobs and services and
provide educational enrichment for all.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Realised through good design.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Good design will ensure development can be
successfully integrated with the existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Land-take for new transport infrastructure will be
minimised through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The overall sustainability impacts of the policy are likely to be positive. The approach supports integrated transport as well as
improving accessibility to important facilities and services within the Borough. Improvement to the public transport network and the
creation of new cycle routes will encourage a modal shift from the private car to more sustainable forms of transport for certain
journeys. Furthermore, reducing vehicle movements will reduce greenhouse gas emissions which cause climate change having wider
environmental benefits including on human health and biodiversity.

	Reference to the wider importance of the Alexandra hospital as a major economic driver for Redditch would be appropriate and
should encourage its continued growth and development.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a Policy which proposes as Public Transport Interchange at the Alexandra Hospital
Option 2 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Policy 22 Road Hierarchy

	Policy 22 Road Hierarchy

	The Borough Council will continue to endorse and pursue the principles of a structured road hierarchy and will seek to extend
such principles to any new development. Due regard will be given, in the assessment of development proposals, to the traffic
management objectives and design philosophy of the road hierarchy. Development proposals which do not accord with these
objectives and philosophy will not normally be allowed.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal. 
	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	The policy does not address opportunities for
sustainable waste management, and as such no
conclusive assessment can be made against this
objective.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	The policy does not address opportunities for climate
change management, and as such no conclusive
assessment can be made against this objective.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.
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	+


	The policy supports a structured road hierarchy that
considers pedestrians first and private motor vehicles
last will help to encourage more sustainable modes
and patterns of travel.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Through good design landscape and townscape
character should be maintained.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship
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	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Maintenance of a structured road hierarchy in new
development will help it to successfully integrate with
the existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Maintenance of a structured road hierarchy and its extension to new development will help to realise sustainable development in
respect of protecting existing functioning and promoting it as part of new development.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Policy 23 Employment Land Provision 2DevelopmeFFF

	Policy 23 Employment Land Provision 2DevelopmeFFF

	Provision is made for the identification of around 55 hectares of land which are available for employment uses for the period up to
2030. Around 27.5 hectares will be accommodated within Redditch Borough and around 5.5 hectares will be accommodated
within Bromsgrove District at Ravensbank. Within this provision, an allowance has been made to accommodate waste
management facilities, within Redditch Borough, as identified in the Waste Core Strategy for Worcestershire (November 2012),
see Policy 24 Development within Primarily Employment Areas.

	The Redditch Eastern Gateway has been identified as a key initiative for employment provision to meet Redditch related
employment needs. Around 10 hectares will be accommodated in Bromsgrove District at the former Ravensbank ADR and a
minimum of 12 hectares further employment provision will be accommodated within Stratford-upon-Avon District at Gorcott
(around 7 hectares) and Winyates Green Triangle (around 12 hectares gross).

	develop as a high quality 
	The Redditch Eastern Gateway aims to provide a significant enhancement to the employment land supply through the creation of
a high-profile and accessible employment scheme to take advantage of the demand of the M40/M42 corridor.The site should

	business park to support both existing businesses and to provide the opportunity to diversify the

	employment base of Redditch and the surrounding areas through attracting businesses that are not currently provided for within

	the existing supply of sites. Comprehensive development of the three areas that comprise this initiative should:

	establish a phased master plan for the scheme, providing for a mix of high quality employment
uses in an attractive landscaped setting; and

	take a coordinated and master planned approach for delivery of a new primary access for all three areas to increase their
prominence, and provide a gateway to 
	Figure
	Figure
	wider opportunities.

	Details of the sites expected to contribute to meeting the employment needs can be found in Appendix 3 and are
shown on the Policies Map. The cross boundary sites are shown on the Key Diagram.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with
the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with
the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse,
recycle, compost, recovery, disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The quantum of development put forward within the local plan is
likely to generate increased levels of waste in the town.

	The quantum of development put forward within the local plan is
likely to generate increased levels of waste in the town.

	The policy allows for a flexible approach to waste management
development, accommodating suitable facilities on employment
land. The likely urban location of waste management and disposal
development also increases the likelihood of such development on
previously developed land, allocated for employment uses.

	There is potential conflict with this objective owing to the
potential for increasing the amount of waste produced in rural
areas. The need for care when designing and siting new waste
management facilities to ensure no negative effects on landscape
character and rural amenity.



	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the
impacts of climate change. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	The utilisation of the M40/M42 corridor provides access to
employment sites whilst promoting and supporting sustainable
travel objectives.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst
ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy,
with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst
ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites
for commuters, attracting broader skills and helping to support
knowledge-driven economic development.

	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites
for commuters, attracting broader skills and helping to support
knowledge-driven economic development.

	Wherever possible, rural development should provide good access
to public transport networks to ensure direct and equitable access
to jobs and services for rural dwellers.
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	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility
in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for
communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality of life,
encouraging pride and social responsibility
in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
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	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites
for commuters, helping develop links between community groups
and supporting community cohesion.


	6. Promote and support the development
of new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development
of new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The provision of employment land in key locations will help to
promote high value/low impact technologies as part of inward
investment.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
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	Development could compromise the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources but impacts will be minimised through good
design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks
or contribute to surface water flooding in
all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in
high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks
or contribute to surface water flooding in
all other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in
appropriate circumstances.



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality
of, and equitable access to, local services
and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District Centres and the quality
of, and equitable access to, local services
and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic
status or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites,
attracting a diverse workforce. Increased employment and
disposable income should promote the vitality and viability of
Town and District centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape
and townscape character and quality. 
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	Realised t depend upon existing local character. hrough good masterplanning, although much will


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity
and geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Good design should ensure that there is protection and
enhancement of habitats.


	12. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce inequalities
in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce inequalities
in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce inequalities
in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce inequalities
in health.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Can be realised through the integration of green infrastructure on
or around employment land, to promote recreation and leisure
activity.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant
local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for
all, of all the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant
local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites,

	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to employment sites,

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	providing opportunities for educational enrichment.



	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti�social behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	Realised through good design.


	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and archaeological
heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the
architectural, cultural and archaeological
heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in
new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Good design will ensure development can be successfully
integrated with the existing urban fabric.



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through
safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best
and most versatile agricultural lands, land
of Green Belt value, maximising use of
previously developed land and reuse of
vacant buildings, where this is not
detrimental to open space and biodiversity
interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Land-take for new transport infrastructure will be minimised
through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from renewable energy
and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and
energy generated from renewable energy
and low carbon sources.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy performs well against Sustainability objectives 1,3,4,5,9,14. The approach seeks to diversify and raise the skills profile of
the Borough through strategic employment land allocations. Increased employment and disposable income should support vitality
and viability of Town and District centres whilst also delivering wider social benefits.

	The development of additional waste management facilities as proposed in the policy are likely to result in further employment
opportunities and potential opportunities to learn new skills which scores well. Furthermore, the policy is likely to result in an
increase in levels of recycling and a reduction of waste being disposed of in landfill sites.

	Whilst scoring highly against the majority of relevant objectives, the policy may result in an increase in traffic congestion as more
HGVs are used to transport waste around the various recycling sites in the Borough and beyond. The policy should require any
waste management development to ensure that it does not result in adverse traffic impacts.

	This policy could reference the use of waste as an energy fuel and could be more explicit in encouraging waste reduction, recycling
re-use and diverting waste from landfill.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Options for the Policy - Where should employment growth be located in order to contribute to sustainable development?
Option 1 - Adjacent to new residential development in all circumstances

	Option 2 - Adjacent to new residential development where there is suitable infrastructure for industrial development
Option 3 - Concentrate in and around existing employment sites

	Option 4 - Principally in and around existing employment sites with the remainder distributed in relation to the location of new
housing

	Option 5 - Concentrate development along main transport routes
Option 6 - Locate employment land adjacent to attractive surroundings
Option 7 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 8 Do not develop new factories as there are current ones vacant and being re-developed as housing.
Option 9 Make specific reference to waste management facilities in the policy

	Option 10 Consultation with Economic Development to ascertain the most appropriate usage on employment sites

	Further Options for the Policy - How should the Borough of Redditch meet its Employment Land requirement?

	Option 1 - Identify small to medium sized locations for employment growth based on market forces
Option 2 - Rely on an Employment Land Review to identify the most appropriate approach
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Policy 24 Development within Primary Employment Areas 2DevelopmeFFF

	Policy 24 Development within Primary Employment Areas 2DevelopmeFFF

	Development will not be permitted where it would restrict the current or future use or development of Primarily Employment
Areas (as defined on the Policies Map) for employment purposes.

	Non employment development will only be permitted when:

	i. such development would not cause or accentuate a significant shortage of land for employment use in the Borough
or area concerned;

	i. such development would not cause or accentuate a significant shortage of land for employment use in the Borough
or area concerned;


	ii. it is no longer viable as an employment area either following a period of unsuccessful marketing or undertaking a

	viability assessment. Consultation must be undertaken with the Economic Development and Regeneration Service by
the applicant to ascertain this; and

	iii. the site is no longer appropriate for employment use because of at least one of the following reasons and these

	problems are incapable of resolution in the foreseeable future:

	it impinges upon residential amenity;

	it impinges upon residential amenity;

	it causes substantial transport network, highway or traffic problems;

	it creates other adverse environmental effects; or

	technical reasons such as land stability or fundamental infrastructure problems.


	Primary Employment Areas are appropriate locations for waste management facilities, subject to other relevant material planning
considerations.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to
employment sites for commuters, attracting broader
skills and helping to support knowledge-driven
economic development.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to

	The M40/M42 corridor provides good access to

	Figure
	knowledge and skills base and providing opportunities
for educational enrichment.



	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy, in seeking to protect and enhance primary employment areas, will help to promote sustainable development through

	Figure
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a Policy which proposes as Public Transport Interchange at the Alexandra Hospital
Option 2 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Policy 25 Development Outside of Primarily Employment Areas

	Policy 25 Development Outside of Primarily Employment Areas

	Sites other than those within designated Primarily Employment Areas may be suitable for economic development, redevelopment
or change of use. Within the Redditch urban area the economic development proposals should:

	i. be in close proximity to suitable transport routes and services;

	ii. have regard to the scale and nature of the travel demand across all modes likely to be generated;

	iii.be accessible from existing residential areas by all appropriate modes of transport and are not dependent upon access by
private transport, where amenity is not negatively affected;

	iv.be acceptable in terms of impact on the wider environment; and

	v. demonstrate the provision of adequate infrastructure including Green Infrastructure required to support the proposal.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	Development will generate waste but could offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.

	Development will generate waste but could offer
opportunities for sustainable waste management.

	There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications new waste
management uses being developed adjoining
existing settlements.



	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Provision of green infrastructure can mitigate
climate change from car exhausts by diverting
people to more sustainable modes of transport for
short journeys through pedestrian and cycle routes.

	Provision of green infrastructure can mitigate
climate change from car exhausts by diverting
people to more sustainable modes of transport for
short journeys through pedestrian and cycle routes.

	In terms of sustainable use of land and buildings,
reusing existing sites would reduce the need for
create new infrastructure although existing sites are
unlikely to be constructed to modern standards of
energy efficiency.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development concentrated within or in close
proximity to existing settlements will promote
sustainable travel patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The policy offers protection against inappropriate
development, helping to support knowledge-driven
economic development.

	The policy offers protection against inappropriate
development, helping to support knowledge-driven
economic development.

	Wherever possible, rural development should
provide good access to public transport networks to
ensure direct and equitable access to jobs and
services for rural dwellers.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development could compromise the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources but impacts
will be minimised through good design.



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through good masterplanning.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Increased employment and disposable income
should promote the vitality and viability of Town and
District centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Realised through good masterplanning, although
much will depend upon existing local character.

	Realised through good masterplanning, although
much will depend upon existing local character.

	There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses being developed adjoining existing settlements.



	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	G and enhancement of habitats. ood design should ensure that there is protection


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Employment generation in general will have wider
social and health impacts through increasing
investment in communities, improving health and
improving links within communities.

	Employment generation in general will have wider
social and health impacts through increasing
investment in communities, improving health and
improving links within communities.

	Can be realised through the integration of green
spaces on employment land, to promote recreation
and leisure activity.

	There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses, such as waste management being developed
adjoining existing settlements.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Increased employment related development will

	Increased employment related development will

	Figure
	Figure
	base and provide opportunities for educational
enrichment.



	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	Realised through good design.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Good design will ensure development can be
successfully integrated with the existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Land-take for new transport infrastructure will be
minimised through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship
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	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy would provide land and premises for employment development. There are other factors that will influence the extent of
new businesses and their sustainability including access to capital and the state of the local economy. In terms of sustainable use of
land and buildings, reusing existing sites would reduce the need for create new infrastructure although existing sites are unlikely to
be constructed to modern standards of energy efficiency or accessibility.

	Employment generation as a result of additional employment provision will have wider social and health impacts such as better
health and better links within communities.

	Overall this policy performs well, particularly against objectives 1, 4, 9 &14. There is potential conflict with criteria in objectives 10
and 12 however due the potentially negative implications of new employment sites, particular for waste uses being developed
adjoining existing settlements.

	This policy could be strengthened to be more explicit in ensuring new employment provision is energy efficient and to encourage
renewable energy generation as part of the development of employment allocations.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Allow employment development to take place anywhere in the Borough
Option 2 - Only allow employment development in designated employment areas

	Option 3 - Develop criteria to assess applications for employment development outside of employment areas
Option 4 Do nothing

	Policy 26 Office Development

	Policy 26 Office Development

	Provision has been made for around 14,500 sq. m (5.3 hectares) of office development up to 2030, which forms part of the total
employment land provision identified in Policy 23 Employment Land Provision.

	Office development (Use Class B1a) will be considered favourably in Primarily Employment Areas, provided the total floorspace in
any one location does not exceed 5,000 sq. m. Strategic Sites (Policy 46 Brockhill East and Policy 47 Land to the rear of the
Alexandra Hospital) also contain locations suitable to accommodate office development (IN67 and IN69).

	Within Redditch Town Centre, proposals for new office development or redevelopment of existing office premises into modern
office accommodation fit for 21st century business practices is encouraged. In the short term, all proposals for office
developments will not only need to contribute towards increasing Town Centre vitality, they will need to remedy detrimental
issues currently associated with some Town Centre office stock, such as high vacancy rates and the appropriateness of the
accommodation on offer.

	Where vacant office space within the Town Centre fails to address the detrimental issues identified in the Retail and Office Needs
Assessment and remains empty and unfit for purpose, changes of use to other appropriate Town Centre uses will be considered
favourably.

	Table
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	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Reusing existing sites would reduce the need to
create new infrastructure although existing sites are
unlikely to be constructed to modern standards of
energy efficiency.

	Reusing existing sites would reduce the need to
create new infrastructure although existing sites are
unlikely to be constructed to modern standards of
energy efficiency.

	New development that incorporates high
environmental standards should help offset these
effects.



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development concentrated within or in close
proximity to existing settlements will promote
sustainable travel patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts
and provide better links to knowledge networks.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts
such as better links within communities.

	Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts
such as better links within communities.

	This should strengthen opportunities for community
engagement.



	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development could compromise the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources but impacts
will be minimised through good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) in appropriate circumstances.




	Part
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	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy encourages other business uses within the
Town Centre, encouraging a balance of land uses to
help improve vitality and viability.

	The policy encourages other business uses within the
Town Centre, encouraging a balance of land uses to
help improve vitality and viability.

	Increased employment and disposable income
should promote the vitality and viability of Town and
District centres.



	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Realised through good masterplanning. Although
much will depend upon existing local character.

	Realised through good masterplanning. Although
much will depend upon existing local character.

	There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses being developed adjoining existing settlements.



	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Good design should ensure that there is protection
and enhancement of habitats.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Employment generation in general will have wider
social and health impacts through increasing
investment in communities, improving health and
improving links within communities.

	Employment generation in general will have wider
social and health impacts through increasing
investment in communities, improving health and
improving links within communities.

	The integration of green spaces on employment land
should promote recreation and leisure activity.

	There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of other business
uses being developed adjoining existing settlements.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Increased employment related development will

	Increased employment related development will

	Figure
	Figure
	base and provide opportunities for educational
enrichment.



	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	Realised through good design.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Good design will ensure development can be
successfully integrated with the existing urban fabric.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Land-take for new development will be minimised
through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy would provide land and premises for employment development. There are other factors that will influence the extent of
new businesses and their sustainability including access to capital and the state of the local economy. In terms of sustainable use of
	158


	land and buildings, reusing existing sites would reduce the need for create new infrastructure although existing sites are unlikely to
be constructed to modern standards of energy efficiency or accessibility.

	land and buildings, reusing existing sites would reduce the need for create new infrastructure although existing sites are unlikely to
be constructed to modern standards of energy efficiency or accessibility.

	Employment generation as a result of additional employment provision will have wider social and health impacts such as better
health and better links within communities.

	Overall this policy performs well, particularly against objective 14. There is potential conflict with criteria in objectives 10 and 12
however due the potentially negative implications of new employment sites, particular for waste uses being developed adjoining
existing settlements.

	This policy could be strengthened to be more explicit in ensuring new employment provision is energy efficient and to encourage
renewable energy generation as part of the development of employment allocations.

	This policy could be strengthened to be more explicit in ensuring new employment provision is energy efficient and to encourage
renewable energy generation as part of the development of employment allocations.


	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Retail development to take precedence over office development in the town centre

	Option 2 - The strategy for office development should reflect the aspiration of the Council for types of offices
Option 3 A maximum threshold of 5000sq.m per site of office development outside of the town centre

	Option 4 Aim to deliver 30,000 sq.m of offices with 8000sq.m being accommodated outside the town centre due to capacity
issues

	Option 5 Aim to deliver 45,000 sq.m which would have been in line with the RSS proposed figure
Option 6 In the first instance offices should be developed within or on the edge of the town centre
Option 7 Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Further options for the policy What is the best approach to delivering office development within the Borough?

	Option 1 - Aim to deliver a level of office development as identified in the Employment Land Review
Option 2 - Consider alternative uses for long term vacant office stock within the Town centre
Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Policy 27 Rural Economic Development

	Policy 27 Rural Economic Development

	Sustainable rural economic development within the Borough will be promoted especially any proposals which deliver economic,
social and environmental benefits for local communities.

	The sequential test approach required for planning applications for main Town Centre uses that are not in an existing centre and are
not in accordance with an up-to-date Local Plan should not be applied to applications for small scale rural offices or other small scale
rural development. Applications for small scale rural development will be considered on a site by site basis and will need to
demonstrate that the proposed use is of a type and scale that is appropriate to the rural character of the area. Proposed
development should be accessible via sustainable transport and not generate traffic levels unsuitable for the rural road network.

	When considering a proposal for the change of use, re-use or conversion of a building, or historic farmstead in a rural area, priority
will be given for employment purposes. In some circumstances an element of new build may be appropriate. All applications must
consider wider implications such as impact on character of the area and farmstead character, the natural and historic environment,
vitality of local surroundings and impact on the road network. Applications for economic uses could also involve an element of
residential development where there is justification. Proposals for conversion or change of use to residential use will be examined
with particular care to ensure that it would not have an adverse impact on local economic activity and where this is likely the
proposal will not be permitted.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Whilst new rural development could contribute to the
causes of climate change through increased emissions,
the incorporation of high environmental standards
should help offset these effects.


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.

	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Rural jobs may encourage more commuting to rural
parts of the Borough. Wherever possible rural
development should be located in locations which are
accessible by public transport and not generate levels of
traffic that adversely impact on the rural road network.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural. 
	TD
	Figure
	+


	Rural jobs may particularly serve rural communities, but
could offer employment opportunities for urban
dwellers.

	Rural jobs may particularly serve rural communities, but
could offer employment opportunities for urban
dwellers.

	Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts and
provide better links to knowledge networks.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Employment generation as a result of additional
employment provision will have wider social impacts
such as better links within communities. This should
strengthen opportunities for community engagement.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development could compromise the quality of water,
soil and air and water resources but impacts will be
minimised through good design.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Realised through good masterplanning.

	Ensure the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
in appropriate circumstances.
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	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy supports the creation of jobs across the
county rather than just in the main settlements and
seeks to provide economic and social benefits for local
communities.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.

	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Reusing redundant buildings preserves the vernacular
architecture of the Borough and reduces the likelihood
of incongruous development; although it does not
necessarily eliminate it. New development will need to
be carefully sited and designed to protect and enhance
the rural character and landscape. However, much will
depend upon existing local character.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	G enhancement of habitats. ood design should ensure that there is protection and


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.

	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	Employment generation in general will have wider social
and health impacts through increasing investment in
communities, improving health and improving links
within communities.

	Employment generation in general will have wider social
and health impacts through increasing investment in
communities, improving health and improving links
within communities.

	There is potential conflict with this policy due to the
potentially negative implications of incongruous
development being developed adjoining existing
settlements.



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Increased employment will help diversify the knowledge
and skills base in rural areas and provide opportunities
for educational enrichment.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	Realised through good design.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Good design will ensure development can be
successfully integrated with the existing environment
and preserves the vernacular architecture of the locality.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Land-take for new development will be minimised
through good design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.

	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources.



	TD
	Figure
	?


	The policy promotes proposals which deliver
environmental benefits but does not explicitly address
opportunities for renewable energy creation.

	The policy promotes proposals which deliver
environmental benefits but does not explicitly address
opportunities for renewable energy creation.

	Energy efficient development can be realised in principle
through good design but there is uncertainty as to where
this might be feasible and how this might be
implemented.




	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Employment land development is required in rural areas as well as in the towns to serve the local community. The development of
the rural economy contributes to the balance of the entire economy within Redditch. It provides many benefits, including creation
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	of jobs across the borough rather than just in the main settlements and delivers the same health, social and community benefits as
any employment development opportunities. Rural jobs may particularly serve rural communities, but may encourage more
commuting to rural parts of the Borough. Reusing redundant rural buildings preserves the vernacular architecture of the Borough
and reduces the likelihood of incongruous development; although it does not necessarily eliminate it. New development will need
to be carefully sited and designed to protect and enhance the rural character and landscape.

	of jobs across the borough rather than just in the main settlements and delivers the same health, social and community benefits as
any employment development opportunities. Rural jobs may particularly serve rural communities, but may encourage more
commuting to rural parts of the Borough. Reusing redundant rural buildings preserves the vernacular architecture of the Borough
and reduces the likelihood of incongruous development; although it does not necessarily eliminate it. New development will need
to be carefully sited and designed to protect and enhance the rural character and landscape.

	Overall this policy is largely in accordance with Sustainability Objectives 3,4,5,9 & 14. There is uncertainty associated with meeting
sustainability Objectives 1 and 10 due to factors including:

	The need for care when designing and siting new employment developments to ensure no negative effects on
landscape character;

	The need for care when designing and siting new employment developments to ensure no negative effects on
landscape character;

	The potential for increasing the amount of waste produced in rural areas.


	This policy could be more explicit in encouraging waste management in accordance with the waste hierarchy. The policy could
reference the use of waste as an energy fuel to encourage diversification of the rural economy.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Focus on the reuse of buildings for economic purposes in preference to residential
Option 2 - Support farm diversification in appropriate circumstances

	Option 3 - Encourage the provision of, and expansion and improvement of, static caravan parks or holiday chalet developments
Option 4 - Rely on Regional Planning Policy Guidance in the Regional Spatial Strategy

	Option 5 - Encourage the development of local shops and services in Feckenham, because the village can sustain them
Option 6 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 7 - If deposits of building stone are found in the Borough consider the potential for employment generated in extracting
these.

	Policy 28 Supporting education, training and skills 2DevelopmeFFF

	Policy 28 Supporting education, training and skills 2DevelopmeFFF

	Developers of all major applications will be required to provide education and training or funding towards the provision of education
and training for local residents in order for them to have the necessary skills to access employment opportunities.

	If the economic viability of meeting these requirements is questionable and this can be demonstrated, the Borough Council will enter
negotiations with the developer regarding the appropriate level of provision.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy supports educational and skills
development and hence the wider progress towards a
knowledge-drive3n economy.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	?


	The locations in which education and training
opportunities are provided will dictate the extent of
effects on rural and urban communities.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The policy should help to support existing education
and skills provision.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	0


	The locations in which opportunities are provided will
dictate the extent of effects on well-being of local
people.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	The policy supports educational development. The
locations in which opportunities are provided will
dictate the extent of effects on raising the skills levels
of the workforce.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The provision of additional opportunities for education and skills development will help to raise the skills level of the population
and support the robustness of the local economy. There is a danger that if contributions (or subsequently CIL) are set too high,
developers may choose to develop elsewhere.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon feasibility of
development proposals and strategies
for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Develop a policy requiring developers to fund apprenticeships or other training
Option 2 - Do nothing/business as usual

	Policy 29 Broadband and Telecommunications

	Policy 29 Broadband and Telecommunications

	In order to support the expansion of electronic communications networks, (including telecommunications and high speed
broadband) all developments should make provision for the service infrastructure required at the design stage of any proposal.

	Suitable for all occupiers of development. For the provision of broadband, developers should work with a recognised network

	carrier to design a bespoke duct network, wherever practicable, for the development. Developers should also consider the

	inclusion of other forms of infrastructure, such as facilities necessary to support mobile broadband where possible and where it is

	viable to do so.

	All service infrastructure should be designed to ensure minimal disruption, should the need for maintenance, adaption or
upgrades arise.

	Applications for telecommunication development (including notifications and for prior approval applications) will be required to
demonstrate:

	i. less-intrusive sites or practical technical solutions have been explored

	i. less-intrusive sites or practical technical solutions have been explored


	ii. the potential for sharing sites has been explored and it is not possible to combine the proposal with existing or

	committed masts/installations

	iii. they meet the International Commission guidelines on non-ionising radiation protection (ICNIRP) taking account of

	the cumulative effect: and

	iv. the development has been sympathetically designed, sited, landscaped and camouflaged where appropriate to

	minimise its visual impact on the building/structure, the character and appearance of the surrounding area and
impact on residential amenity.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Telecommunications infrastructure can attract new
business and facilitate knowledge sharing within and
across urban and rural locations.


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Telecommunications infrastructure can help build
communities through networking.


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The policy benefits the development of
telecommunications infrastructure.


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Telecommunications infrastructure can attract new
business and improve the vitality and viability of
Town and District centres.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	0 

	Potential for impacts but also opportunities for sympathetic siting and good design.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	Development could compromise the quality of
water, soil and air and water resources but impacts
will be minimised through sympathetic siting and
design.


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	The policy supports educational and skills
development through the provision of
telecommunications infrastructure.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through sympathetic siting and good
design.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	0


	Realised through sympathetic siting and good
design.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	This policy supports the expansion of high quality telecommunications infrastructure. A high quality communications infrastructure

	Figure
	training and helping to build communities through networking.

	New infrastructure should aim to be kept to a minimum consistent with the efficient operation of the network. Existing structures
should be used, unless the need for a new site has been justified. Where new sites are considered, development should be
sympathetically designed and land take minimised through good design.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon
feasibility of development proposals and
strategies for implementation.

	Likely to be realised overall, dependent upon
feasibility of development proposals and
strategies for implementation.

	Borough-wide, although
concentrated in and around
Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Require developers to make provision for the service infrastructure at the design stage of any proposal

	Option 2 Include a policy to encourage the sharing of masts and where a new mast is proposed demonstrate the need for the
development

	Option 3 - Include a policy ensuring any telecommunications development has been sympathetically designed, landscaped and
camouflaged

	Option 4 Rely on the County Broadband Plan

	Option 5 Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing

	Policy 30 Town Centre and Retail Hierarchy

	Policy 30 Town Centre and Retail Hierarchy

	This retail hierarchy helps to concentrate on providing for retail growth in tandem with the needs generated by economic and
population growth and relative to the role and function of the centres in the retail hierarchy.

	In order to achieve this, prior to commitments, Redditch Borough Council will seek to plan for approximately 30,000 sq. m of
comparison floorspace and 10,000 sq. m of convenience retail for the period up until 2030. This will meet the needs of Redditch
Borough and will incorporate regeneration opportunities.

	The maintenance of the vitality and viability of the Town Centre can be assured if the following principles are applied to
development within the Town Centre or to development for Town Centre uses:

	i. promoting the redevelopment and diversification of the Town Centre by providing vibrant mixed use areas and enhanced
public realm;

	i. promoting the redevelopment and diversification of the Town Centre by providing vibrant mixed use areas and enhanced
public realm;


	ii. promoting the appropriate re-use and redevelopment of land and existing floorspace within or immediately adjacent to

	the Town Centre;

	iii. promoting a vibrant and safe, high quality, evening economy comprising a mix of leisure and entertainment uses suitable

	and accessible for all members of the public;

	iv. include new retail comparison and convenience provision where possible;

	v. encourage appropriate small specialist shops;
vi. provide a regular outdoor market;

	v. encourage appropriate small specialist shops;
vi. provide a regular outdoor market;


	vii. development in accordance with the retail hierarchy detailed below.

	Tier 1 Town Centre - Redditch Town Centre should:

	i. be the preferred location for major retail developments, large scale leisure, tourist and cultural activities, social and

	i. be the preferred location for major retail developments, large scale leisure, tourist and cultural activities, social and


	community venues and entertainment and large scale office uses (Class
ii. B1a), and other uses that attract large numbers of people.

	Tier 2 District Centres - Matchborough, Winyates, Woodrow, Church Hill, Headless Cross, Crabbs Cross, Batchley, Lodge Park and
Astwood Bank should:

	i. provide day to day needs, supported by a limited range of other shops and non-retail services serving their local
communities;

	i. provide day to day needs, supported by a limited range of other shops and non-retail services serving their local
communities;


	ii. be appropriate for environmental enhancements.

	Tier 3 Local Shops/Parades which are individual shops or small groupings of shops should:

	i. provide essential day to day services for local communities

	i. provide essential day to day services for local communities


	This policy sets out a hierarchy of centres where investment in retail and other development of an appropriate scale and nature will
be promoted, and existing provision enhanced to facilitate sustainable development.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will need to adhere to the principles of
the waste management hierarchy.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The attractiveness of centres should be improved,
resulting in more sustainable travel patterns


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Character and quality should be enhanced as a result
of focusing development on these locations.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Strong town and district centres will support a range of
services including those promoting health provision
inaccessible locations.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Vibrant town and district centres will provide for a
range of employment opportunities, thereby
contributing to the enhancement of skills and
qualifications amongst the resident population.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Maintenance and enhancement of centres following
the policy should contribute to crime reduction


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Enhancing the vitality and viability of centres will help
to ensure that previously developed land and vacant
buildings are used wherever possible.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of centres is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the
sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to these sustainable retail
locations, re-use of land and buildings and enhancement of their character. More attractive centres within the Borough will also
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	help to minimise travel to competing centres in adjoining districts.

	help to minimise travel to competing centres in adjoining districts.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Place Redditch Town Centre at the top of the Hierarchy of Centres, as the preferable location for major retail
developments, uses which attract large numbers of people and large scale offices

	Option 2 - Place Redditch Town Centre at the top of the Development Strategy, as the preferable location for housing

	Option 3 -Expand the Town Centre boundary to accommodate retail and office development needs set out in the WMRSS

	Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 5 -

	Figure
	coaches.

	Option 6 - Improve connectivity between the key areas and the prominence of the retail core.

	Option 7 - Short to medium term external signage should be considered and improvements to the external treatment of the
shopping centre.

	Option 8 - Lower the comparison floor space figure due to the economic climate

	Option 9 -

	Figure
	efficient flats to rent

	Option 10 Church Rd site should be developed for housing and offices
Option 11 Edward Street should be developed for housing and offices
Option 12 Redevelop old job centre and redundant market area
Option 13 To have no additional retail or office development
Option 14 Develop public toilets

	Option 15 - Plan for approximately 30,000sqm of comparison floorspace for the period up until 2021 and aim to make provision for
an additional 20,000sqm floorspace between 2021 and 2026 within the Town Centre.

	Option 16 - Redevelopment and diversification of the Town Centre providing vibrant mixed use areas;

	Option 17 - Promote the appropriate re-use and redevelopment of land and existing floorspace within or immediately adjacent to
the Town Centre

	Option 18 Town Centres to serve the Borough as a whole and be the preferred location for leisure, entertainment and cultural
activities;

	Option 19 Town Centre to be the preferred location for major retail developments, large scale leisure, tourist, social and
community venues and large scale office uses (Class B1a) , and other uses that attract large numbers of people.

	Further Options for the Policy -

	Figure
	Option 1 - Secure monies from Town Centre developments for facilities for families to be provided in the Town Centre as part of a
planning obligations policy

	Option 2 - Secure monies from Borough wide development for facilities for families to be provided in the Town Centre as part of a
planning obligations policy

	Option 3 - Encourage the provision of uses likely to promote a family orientated night time economy

	Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 5 - Plan to improve and manage by controlling location and types of licensed premises and hot food takeaway to ensure
harm is not caused to the neighbourhood.

	Option 6 - Promoting a vibrant and safe, high quality, evening economy comprising a mix of leisure and entertainment uses suitable
and accessible for all members of the public.

	The extent of Redditch Town Centre is shown on the Policies Map. The Town Centre boundary has been extended.

	The extent of Redditch Town Centre is shown on the Policies Map. The Town Centre boundary has been extended.

	In order to secure the regeneration and future of Redditch Town Centre, regard should be had to both the retail vision within the
Local Plan and the Redditch Town Centre Strategy. This Strategy contains a vision and five key guiding principles in order to shape
the town up to 2030. These guiding principles are interrelated and in combination they will contribute to realising the vision for
Redditch Town Centre;

	i. Realise the Potential Development Opportunities
ii. Improve and Diversify the Town Centre Offer

	i. Realise the Potential Development Opportunities
ii. Improve and Diversify the Town Centre Offer


	iii. Improve the Physical Environment

	iv. Expand on the Business and Cultural Offer of the Town Centre

	v. Increase Residential Accommodation

	v. Increase Residential Accommodation


	In addition, the Strategy identifies the following as priority projects;

	Tackling the Ringway

	i. Improving Public Spaces and Car Parking
ii. Sense of Arrival and Signage

	i. Improving Public Spaces and Car Parking
ii. Sense of Arrival and Signage


	iii. Improving the Café and Restaurant Offer

	iv. Enhancing the evening and night time economy

	v. Enhancements to Church Green
vi. Tackling the Train Station

	v. Enhancements to Church Green
vi. Tackling the Train Station


	vii. viii. 
	Rejuvenation of Silver Street/Royal Square
Improved Lighting, Safety and Security in the Town Centre

	ix. Public Art Programme

	x. Encouraging Town Centre Living

	x. Encouraging Town Centre Living


	The above projects are considered as priorities in terms of delivering the changes needed to ensure the future of Redditch as a
sustainable Town Centre. Their importance lies in the role they have to play in realising the potential of the Town Centre, where
appropriate financial contributions will be sought to ensure the delivery of these priority projects.

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	office requirements, development within the Town
Centre should not compromise the above projects and should achieve the following principles:

	i. incorporate a mix of uses including residential, employment (B1), retail and leisure;

	i. incorporate a mix of uses including residential, employment (B1), retail and leisure;


	ii. promote excellent accessibility by a range of sustainable transport modes, incorporating any necessary infrastructure

	improvements; and

	iii. include safe and well designed buildings and places; incorporate any relevant guidance contained within Supplementary

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	iv. Supporting heritage-led regeneration in the Town Centre that enhances the existing historic environment through high

	quality development that is sensitive to its context;

	The following mix of uses should be applied to individual proposals:

	i. Church Road/ North West Quadrant is the preferred location for convenience and comparison retail as part of a mixed�use development also incorporating food and drink and leisure developments;

	i. Church Road/ North West Quadrant is the preferred location for convenience and comparison retail as part of a mixed�use development also incorporating food and drink and leisure developments;


	ii. Edward Street is appropriate for any Town Centre use. Convenience retail uses are also appropriate if it can be

	demonstrated that convenience retail cannot be accommodated at Church Road/ North West Quadrant;

	iii. Prospect Hill should provide a mixed-use development of Offices (B1) and residential uses.

	The Borough Council would not insist that all three parcels be redeveloped together. However individual proposals for each parcel
should ensure that appropriate considerations have been made to the potential linkages between the sites and increased
accessibility within the Town Centre and the Kingfisher Shopping Centre.

	Table
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	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will need to adhere to the principles of
the waste management hierarchy.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The attractiveness of the Town Centre should be
improved, resulting in more sustainable travel
patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The appearance and viability of the Town Centre
should improve as a result of the policy.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Character and quality should be enhanced as a result
of focusing development on these locations.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	A strong Town Centre will support a range of services
including those promoting health provision
inaccessible locations.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	A vibrant Town Centre will provide for a range of
employment opportunities, thereby contributing to
the enhancement of skills and qualifications amongst
the resident population.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Maintenance and enhancement of the Town Centre
following the policy should contribute to crime
reduction.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The appearance and viability of the Town Centre
should improve as a result of the policy.
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	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Enhancing the vitality and viability of the Town Centre
will help to ensure that previously developed land and
vacant buildings are used wherever possible.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of the Town Centre is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the
sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to this sustainable retail location,
re-use of land and buildings and enhancement of its character. A more attractive Town Centre will also help to minimise travel to
competing centres in adjoining districts.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Redditch Town Centre 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Tackling the Ringway Breaking down the concrete collar
Option 2 Regeneration of Train Station

	Option 3 Redevelopment of Silver Street/Royal Square and Enclosed Market Area
Option 4 - Improving public spaces and car parking

	Option 5 - Sense of Arrival and Signage
Option 6 - Improve the café and restaurant offer
Option 7 - Enhancements to Church Green

	Option 8 - Improved Lighting, Safety and Security in the Town Centre

	Option 9 - Public Art Programme
Option 10 - Encouraging Town Centre Living
Option 11 Business as usual/do nothing

	Policy 32 Protection of the Retail Core

	Policy 32 Protection of the Retail Core

	The Retail Core of the Town Centre, as defined on the Policies Map, is an area of Primary Shopping Frontage. Within the Retail Core
planning permission for change of use from Class A1 to A2, A3, A4 or A5 or any other use considered appropriate to a shopping
centre will only be acceptable if the proposed use does not result in a continuous frontage of more than two non-retail units; (units
are defined as shopfront width of about 6 metres; larger units will be assessed in terms of unit lengths). Proposals for non A1 uses
that demonstrably contribute to the vitality and viability of the Centre will be assessed on their own merits.
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	TD
	Figure
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will need to adhere to the principles of
the waste management hierarchy.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The attractiveness of the Town Centre should be
improved, resulting in more sustainable travel
patterns.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The appearance and viability of the Town Centre
should improve as a result of the policy.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Character and quality should be enhanced as a result
of focusing development on these locations.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	A strong Town Centre will support a range of services
including those promoting health provision
inaccessible locations.
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No clear relationship identified


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.

	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	A vibrant Town Centre centres will provide for a range
of employment opportunities, thereby contributing to
the enhancement of skills and qualifications amongst
the resident population.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The appearance and viability of the Town Centre
should improve as a result of the policy.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Enhancing the vitality and viability of the Town Centre
will help to ensure that previously developed land and
vacant buildings are used wherever possible.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of the Town Centre is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the
sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to this sustainable retail location,
re-use of land and buildings and enhancement of its character. A more attractive Town Centre will also help to minimise travel to
competing centres in adjoining districts.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Redditch Town Centre 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - clearly define a retail core

	Option 2 - cluster approach to retail core instead of unit length
Option 3 - not have a retail core

	Option 4 - Business as usual/do nothing

	Option 5 define a secondary retail frontage area

	Policy 33 Use of Upper Floors

	Policy 33 Use of Upper Floors

	Proposals which bring into use the vacant upper floors of buildings within the Town Centre and District Centres will be encouraged
providing that the existing use of the ground floor is safeguarded. Furthermore, the works needed to secure access to the upper
floors should not detrimentally affect the appearance of the building. Planning permission will not normally be granted for
alterations to premises that would prejudice access to, or the re-use of, upper floors.
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The attractiveness of centres should be improved,
resulting in more sustainable travel patterns


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Character and quality should be enhanced


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to provide further housing choice in
these locations.
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	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The diversification of centres following the policy
should contribute to crime reduction


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Diversifying the use of centres is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the sustainability of the Borough,
including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to these sustainable locations.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):
Option 1 - Restrict the use of upper floors to residential only
Option 2 - Encourage the use of upper floors for a mix of uses
Option 3 - Business as usual/do nothing

	Policy 34 District Centre Redevelopment

	Policy 34 District Centre Redevelopment

	District Centres play an important role as foci for local needs shopping, community and health facilities. This policy relates to
Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District Centres. To achieve the Vision, the promotion of the vitality, viability and
sustainability of these District Centres will be sought, therefore the following principles will apply when considering proposals for
redevelopment:

	i. be consistent in scale and function with its role as a District Centre;

	i. be consistent in scale and function with its role as a District Centre;


	ii. not result in the unacceptable loss of retail floorspace, recognising its primarily retailing role;

	iii. propose a scheme where the uses are compatible with one another;

	iv. have well designed buildings and spaces with provision for green infrastructure. Special consideration should also be

	given to how to clearly define public and private spaces;

	v. propose a scheme that takes opportunities to design out crime and make the District Centre feel safer incorporating any

	v. propose a scheme that takes opportunities to design out crime and make the District Centre feel safer incorporating any


	Figure
	vi. propose a scheme with good accessibility to and from the neighbouring residential areas particularly in terms of walking

	and cycling and from the wider areas by public transport; and

	vii. consider re-using vacant upper floors.

	Proposals for a mixed use redevelopment at a District Centre must ensure that the uses on the site are compatible with one
another and that the development minimises any disruptive effects that may arise due to a mix of uses. The Borough Council will
issue Development Briefs to guide the development of the District Centres.
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Development will need to adhere to the principles
of the waste management hierarchy.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Specific schemes promoting more sustainable
travel patterns will help to realise this Objective.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills base
whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills base
whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate
in and contribute to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate
in and contribute to decisions that affect their
neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and
social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and
water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and
water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and
water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and
water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District
Centres and the quality of, and equitable access to, local
services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational
attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy.
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	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Character and quality should be enhanced.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population
and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population
and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population
and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population
and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right
quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and
pleasant local environments.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	A small element of affordable housing could be
provided as part of redevelopment.


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Separate proposals associated with redevelopment
will directly contribute to crime reduction.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource
efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is
not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural
lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is
not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Re-use of vacant land and buildings will help to
promote the sustainability performance of the
District Centres.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Redevelopment proposals which enhance the design and function of District Centres are likely to have a range of positive effects,
direct and indirect, on the sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to
these sustainable retail locations.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	District Centres 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Redevelop and regenerate all District Centres built during the New Town era, providing for the needs of the existing and
the likely future local communities

	Option 2 - Expand the boundaries of the District Centres to enhance the local retail offer and other services and facilities

	Option 3 - Continue to protect the allocated District Centres and retain the current boundaries

	Option 4 - Allocate new District Centres where necessary

	Option 5 - Encourage District Centres as community focal points with distinctive design and architecture encouraged for each
Centre

	Option 6 - Set a limit in the number of hot food takeaways in each District Centre so that it continues to perform its role and
function to provide variety and choice to communities

	Option 7 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 8 - Develop Public Toilets

	Option 9 Enclose Matchborough District Centre

	Option 10 Improve landscaping around the church at Matchborough Centre

	Option 11 redesign access and overflow car parks

	Option 12 District Centre to provide day to day needs, supported by a limited range of other shops and non retail services serving
their local communities;

	Option 13 - Appropriate for environmental enhancements.
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	Policy 35 Health of District Centres

	Policy 35 Health of District Centres

	District Centres are primarily designed to fulfil a retailing role. Significant groupings of non-retail uses can be detrimental to the role
of a District Centre.

	Proposals for new or a change of use to Class A5 Uses in District Centres will only be permitted where it will not result in the overall
proportion of A5 uses exceeding 25% of the total percentage of units within that Centre. Where this figure has been exceeded
already in some District Centres, new proposals will be resisted. To ensure that retailing needs of communities is maintained, A5
uses within parades of shops will only be considered where the intensity of the non-retail uses has not become too great and
where there are no negative effects on the environment.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	The attractiveness of centres should be improved,
resulting in more sustainable travel patterns


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Character and quality should be enhanced


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship
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	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Maintenance and enhancement of centres following
the policy should contribute to crime reduction


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	The appearance and viability of Centres should
improve as a result of the policy


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Protecting and enhancing the retail mix of centres is likely to have a range of positive effects, direct and indirect, on the
sustainability of the Borough, including the maintenance of vitality such that people are attracted to these sustainable retail
locations.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	District Centres 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Set a limit in the number of hot food takeaways in each District Centre so that it continues to perform its role and
function to provide variety and choice to communities

	Option 2 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 3 Have a range of limits for district centre uses

	Designated heritage assets including listed buildings, structures and their settings; conservation areas; and scheduled ancient
monuments, will be given the highest level of protection and should be conserved and enhanced. Non-designated heritage assets,
nationally important archaeological remains and locally listed heritage assets, and their settings will also need to be conserved and
enhanced in a manner appropriate to their significance and contribution to the historic environment.

	Designated heritage assets including listed buildings, structures and their settings; conservation areas; and scheduled ancient
monuments, will be given the highest level of protection and should be conserved and enhanced. Non-designated heritage assets,
nationally important archaeological remains and locally listed heritage assets, and their settings will also need to be conserved and
enhanced in a manner appropriate to their significance and contribution to the historic environment.

	Heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and those at risk should be protected. The sensitive adaptive re-use of buildings at
risk will be encouraged where they may secure the future of a heritage asset. Proposals that will lead to substantial harm to or loss
of significant heritage assets will not be permitted. Where there is to be a loss of a heritage asset that has been agreed, developers
are required to record, archive and make information about the asset publicly accessible.

	Heritage-led regeneration will be encouraged, particularly when related to the Town Centre Strategic Site, but also at any other site
of historic value. Proposals which aim to realise the leisure and tourism potential of the historic environment will be also
encouraged where these will result in enhancements to heritage assets and/ or enhancement of the wider historic environment.

	Applications for development affecting any heritage asset or its setting must be accompanied by a heritage statement. The level of
detail should be proportionate to the significance of the heritage asset and the likely level of impact. Where a development site
includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, developers must submit an appropriate desk�based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation. Where appropriate, development proposals will be expected to have
regard to the Historic Environment Assessment for Redditch Borough.

	Table
	TR
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	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Makes an important contribution to the attractiveness
of the Town Centre and District Centres.
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	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunity to conserve and enhance
assets


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to identity for residents.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance
existing assets


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	? 

	Potential to compromise appearance?



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The protection and enhancement of the historic environment has a range of positive sustainability effects, contributing to the
attractiveness and t ve cumulative and synergistic effects can be

	anticipated.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a policy in the Local Plan preserving and enhancing Historic Buildings and Structures
Option 2 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing

	Option 3 Rely on Generic/Strategic Historic Environment Policy

	Option 4 Include a policy controlling the change of use, extension, alteration and demolition of listed/historic buildings

	Policy 37 Historic Buildings and Structures

	Policy 37 Historic Buildings and Structures

	Figure
	Figure
	Built heritage is key to preserving the distinct local identity of the Borough and all historic buildings and structures should be
conserved and enhanced in a manner appropriate to their significance. The Borough Council will conserve and enhance its historic
buildings and structures by:

	i. Supporting applications for development that conserve and enhance a building/structure, its setting and any features of
special architectural or historic interest;

	i. Supporting applications for development that conserve and enhance a building/structure, its setting and any features of
special architectural or historic interest;


	ii. Supporting heritage-led regeneration in the Town Centre that enhances the existing historic environment through high

	quality development that is sensitive to its context;
iii. 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	contribution to the development of the Borough. Buil

	Figure
	based industries, particularly needle making and its

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	heritage have been given the highest level of protection and where there are opportunities to better reveal their
significance, proposals will be expected to do so;

	iv. Encouraging use of the Worcestershire Farmsteads Guidance where proposals relate to a

	v. Historic Farmstead;

	v. Historic Farmstead;


	vi. Working with owners of historic buildings and structures to increase understanding of the heritage asset and where

	appropriate provide support in developing proposals that are sensitive to the historic building or structure; and

	vii. Maintaining a Schedule of Locally Listed Heritage Assets (the Local List), and encouraging local communities to identify

	local features, buildings or structures of historic interest that may be included on the Local List.

	The Borough Council will implement strict controls over the use, extension or alteration of a historic building, structure or its
setting. The sensitive adaptive re-use of buildings or structures at risk will be encouraged, particularly where they may secure the
future of a heritage asset.

	Applications for development that will harm or result in the loss of a historic building or structure will not be permitted unless there
is a clear and convincing justification demonstrating that the harm or loss is necessary to deliver substantial public benefits that
cannot be achieved through an alternative design or location or that all of the criteria in paragraph 133 of the National Planning
Policy Framework have been met.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship
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	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Makes an important contribution to the attractiveness
of the Borough.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunity to conserve and enhance
assets


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to identity for residents and visitors.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance
existing assets.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	? 

	Potential to compromise appearance?



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The protection and enhancement of historic buildings and structures has a range of positive sustainability effects, contributing to a

	Figure
	anticipated.

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a policy in the Local Plan preserving and enhancing Historic Buildings and Structures
Option 2 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing

	Option 3 Rely on Generic/Strategic Historic Environment Policy

	Option 4 Include a policy controlling the change of use, extension, alteration and demolition of listed/historic buildings

	Policy 38 Conservation Areas

	Policy 38 Conservation Areas

	A. Conservation Areas

	A. Conservation Areas


	Proposals for development within Conservation Areas will be required to conserve and enhance the character or appearance of the
area. All development proposals, including extensions and alterations to existing buildings and structures will be expected to:

	i. demonstrate a creative design solution, specific to the site in question and the use to be accommodated;

	i. demonstrate a creative design solution, specific to the site in question and the use to be accommodated;


	ii. ensure the siting of any development respects the pattern of buildings, historic layout, existing open spaces, trees and

	boundary treatments;

	iii. demonstrate attention to the proportion, form, massing and scale of the development and buildings that surround it;

	iv. demonstrate attention to the quality, sourcing and application of materials, finishes and detail, reflecting but not

	necessarily copying the elements of existing buildings within the area; and

	v. ensure that views into or out of a Conservation Area are protected and enhanced.

	v. ensure that views into or out of a Conservation Area are protected and enhanced.


	Proposals which ensure the sensitive adaptive reuse of vacant buildings or encourage investment into the area, particularly in the
Church Green Conservation Area will be looked at more favourably.

	Where trees contribute to the character or appearance of Conservation Areas then their preservation and protection will be
sought. The Borough Council will not allow the loss of trees of high amenity value or the felling or other works to a tree which
would detract from its contribution to the character or appearance of the area.

	Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive contribution to the significance of a Conservation Area will not be
permitted. Where a loss of a heritage asset has been agreed, developers are required to record, archive and make information
about the asset publicly accessible.

	B. Church Green Conservation Area

	B. Church Green Conservation Area


	The Borough Council will conserve and enhance Church Green Conservation Area by:

	i. Recognising the importance of Church Green as focal point for the Town and as a key civic space;
ii.

	i. Recognising the importance of Church Green as focal point for the Town and as a key civic space;
ii.


	Figure
	Figure
	iii. Supporting high quality schemes on sites that currently detract from or make a negative contribution to the area;

	iv. Supporting heritage-led regeneration in line with Policy 31 Regeneration for the Town Centre and the Redditch Town

	Centre Strategy;

	v. Continuing with improvements to the public realm through new signage, lighting and street furniture;
vi. Prote

	v. Continuing with improvements to the public realm through new signage, lighting and street furniture;
vi. Prote


	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Green Infrastructure Network; and

	vii. Supporting applications for shopfronts, signage and other advertisements which are of a sympathetic design that is

	complementary to the shopfront, building and its historic context.

	Development proposals should have regard to the Church Green Character Appraisal Management Plan and The Redditch Town
Centre Strategy.

	C. Feckenham Conservation Area

	C. Feckenham Conservation Area


	The Borough Council will conserve and enhance the Feckenham Conservation Area by supporting proposals which complement and
improve the existing character and appearance of the area.

	Development proposals should have regard to the Feckenham Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Plan.
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	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Makes an important contribution to the character of
the Town Centre and lower tier centres,


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunity to conserve and enhance
assets


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to identity for residents and visitors.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to implement crime reduction
measures.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance
existing assets


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	? 

	Potential to compromise appearance?



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Figure
	Figure
	a positive image, the vitality of centres and the

	Figure
	anticipated.

	Figure
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide 
	Permanent and short to long term



	ng to

	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a policy in the Local Plan which aims to ensure any development will preserve or enhance the character or
appearance of the Conservation Area

	Option 2 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing
Option 3 Rely on Generic/Strategic Historic Environment Policy

	Option 4 To have a policy just referencing the Conservation Area Management plans

	All development in the Borough should contribute positively to the local character of the area, responding to and integrating with
the distinctive features of the surrounding environment, particularly if located within a historic setting.

	All development in the Borough should contribute positively to the local character of the area, responding to and integrating with
the distinctive features of the surrounding environment, particularly if located within a historic setting.

	All development proposals should:

	i. seek to optimise the potential of the site to accommodate sustainable development through making the most efficient
use of the space available;

	i. seek to optimise the potential of the site to accommodate sustainable development through making the most efficient
use of the space available;


	ii. be innovative and resilient to the effects of climate change, whilst also protecting and enhancing locally distinctive and

	historic features to improve the character and quality of the local environment;

	iii. incorporate features of the natural environment including Green Infrastructure into the design to preserve and continue

	Figure
	unique landscape features;

	Figure
	is

	related to an approval for a permanent building. The Borough Council will not look favourably on applications for renewal of
temporary permissions.

	Areas should be designed to ensure they make places better for people and proposals have demonstrated that community views
have been taken into account in the design of the development.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to anticipate climate change
through tree planting, for example


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to use good design to encourage more
walking and cycling


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to encourage a sense of belonging and
participation where change in the built environment is
planned


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to anticipate climate change


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to enhance character where
appropriate and thereby contribute to vitality and
viability



	Part
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	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance
character where appropriate


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to conserve and enhance biodiversity
where appropriate, making the built environment
more wildlife friendly


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to enhance sense of
belonging and hence well-being


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to reduce crime and antisocial
behaviour through appropriate design and
implementation


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Significant opportunities to conserve and enhance
character where appropriate


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to make best use of previously
developed land


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to introduce innovative schemes which
employ renewables



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Attention on the quality of the built environment will have positive implications for a wide range of sustainability objectives,
including economic vitality and sense of well-being amongst residents. The connections between good design and individual facets
of sustainability can be subtle, but cumulatively, the impacts can be significant.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Set out a criteria based policy which aims to ensure locally distinctive and historic features are protected and enhanced
Option 2 - Have a policy encouraging the efficient use of land

	Option 3

	Figure
	Option 4 Have a policy which links to Green Infrastructure

	Option 5 Have a policy requiring applicants to demonstrate their proposal makes the area a better place for local people and they
have taken into account the views of the community in the design of their development

	Option 6 - Rely on national guidance/ Business as usual / Do nothing

	Policy 40 High Quality Design and Safer Communities

	Policy 40 High Quality Design and Safer Communities

	Good design should contribute positively to making the Borough a better place to live, work and visit. All development, including
proposals for individual buildings, public and private spaces and wider development schemes will be expected to:

	i. be of a high quality design that reflects or complements the local surroundings and materials;

	i. be of a high quality design that reflects or complements the local surroundings and materials;


	ii. be of an appropriate siting and layout with distinctive corner buildings, landmarks, gateways and focal points at key

	junctions and other important locations;

	iii. protect and enhance key vistas to create visual links between places in the Borough;

	iv. include where appropriate, public art that is well designed, takes into account the risk of crime, is integrated within the

	overall design and layout of the development, located where it can be easily observed, improves public outdoor space
and legibility and creates landmarks;
aid movement by ensuring all developments areas benefit from accessibility, connectivity, permeability and legibility,
particularly aiding sustainable modes of movement such as walking, cycling and access to public transport;

	v. vi.
vii. viii. 
	Figure
	provide appropriate space for waste and recycling to minimise any adverse visual impact on the property or the street�scene

	Figure
	igning for

	Figure
	Table
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	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities to respond to the use of the waste
management hierarchy.


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Contribution to increasing the role development in
promoting sustainable travel


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected
and enhanced
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	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to local identity and sense of belonging


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Positive design should contribute to crime reduction


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	There are a range of positive sustainability implications associated with this policy, particularly in respect of the opportunities to
enhance the character and appearance of the Borough through the design of new development. Good design is an important
foundation for working towards more sustainable outcomes through local distinctiveness and identity.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Have a policy which states that developments must incorporate where appropriate, counter-terrorism measures

	Option 2 - Have a policy which formulates a check-list style approach detailing specific counter-terrorism measures appropriate
developments must include

	Option 3 - Increase consultation with those with knowledge on designing to prevent terrorism, on applications likely to have a
terrorism risk

	Option 4 - Business as Usual / Do nothing

	Option 5 - Consider the design and integration of open space

	Option 6

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Option 7 Promote accessibility focusing on walking and cycling
Option 8 Promoting gateways at key locations

	Option 9 Protect and enhance locally distinctive and historic features

	Option 10 Protect and enhance key vistas
Option 11 Include public art to enhance legibility
	192


	Option 12

	Option 12

	Figure
	Option 13 - Progress a policy on tall buildings
	193


	Policy 41 Shopfronts and Shopfront Security

	Policy 41 Shopfronts and Shopfront Security

	The Borough Council will grant permission for new, replacement or altered shopfronts providing:

	i. that, if the existing shopfront has a design that makes a material contribution to the street scene, it is not capable of
repair;

	i. that, if the existing shopfront has a design that makes a material contribution to the street scene, it is not capable of
repair;


	ii. its design would be sympathetic in size, architectural style, proportion, material and detailing to the building upon

	which it would be fitted;

	iii. that, ground floor uses have an active frontage; and

	iv. it would not detract from the character or appearance of the street or area as a whole.

	The Borough Council supports shopfront security measures that are integral to the design of the shopfront, therefore external
roller shutters should be used in exceptional circumstances. In considering proposals for the installation of shopfront security
measures, the Borough Council will apply the principles and standards set o

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Where shopfront security measures are proposed for Historic Buildings or within Conservation Areas, these will only be considered
acceptable where they serve to conserve or enhance the special historic or architectural character of the building or its setting.
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	Sustainability Objective 
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	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.
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	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Positive design for shop fronts should contribute to
crime reduction


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Whilst there are a small number of sustainability implications associated with this policy these are likely to be very positive in their
effects, contributing to the enhancement of the character but also security of Centres.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a policy that discourages the use of roller shutters

	Option 2 - Include a policy covering shopfronts and shopfront security on listed buildings, or for buildings located within a
Conservation Area

	Option 3 - Business as Usual / Do nothing
Option 4 - Leave detail for SPD/Rely on SPD

	Policy 42 Advertisements

	Policy 42 Advertisements

	In assessing proposals for advertisements, the Borough Council will require that:

	i. they are of a scale and character appropriate to the building or site upon which they are to be located and with that of
the surrounding buildings;

	i. they are of a scale and character appropriate to the building or site upon which they are to be located and with that of
the surrounding buildings;


	ii. they are of materials and illumination appropriate to the style and age of the building and its setting;

	iii. they would not adversely affect the street scene, taking into account the cumulative impact of advertisements;

	iv. they would not impede natural surveillance, be an obstruction security to surveillance cameras; and

	v. they would not be likely to endanger highway safety;

	v. they would not be likely to endanger highway safety;


	In addition to these criteria, applications for advertisements affecting historic buildings, their setting or for buildings located within
a Conservation Area should consider the significance of the building, be of a traditional design and in a style sympathetic to the
building and its historic context.

	All advertisements should be well maintained and kept in a good condition so as not to detract from the area.

	Table
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	Figure
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	TD
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	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship
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	TD
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	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to health through not endangering
highway safety.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Contribution to crime reduction through not
obstructing surveillance cameras.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Locational criteria and good design should ensure that
sensitive areas and buildings are suitably protected.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Whilst there are a small number of sustainability implications associated with this policy these are likely to be very positive in their
effects, contributing to the enhancement of the character of Centres through sensitive design measures.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Include a policy that covers a wide range of advertisements

	Option 2 - Include a policy covering advertisements affecting listed buildings, their setting or for buildings located within a
Conservation Area

	Option 3 - Rely on National Planning Policy, Advert Regulations and CLG Guidance on outdoor advertisements and signs (Equivalent
to Business as Usual / Do nothing)

	Policy 43 Leisure, Tourism and the Abbey Stadium

	Policy 43 Leisure, Tourism and the Abbey Stadium

	A. Leisure, tourism and culture

	A. Leisure, tourism and culture


	Leisure, tourism and culture proposals, including new build, extensions or additions to existing facilities will be promoted and
supported where:

	i. the proposal is located in places that are sustainable and accessible by a choice of transport modes, principally Redditch
Town Centre and/or where additional visitor numbers can be accommodated without detriment to the local economy
and environment; and

	i. the proposal is located in places that are sustainable and accessible by a choice of transport modes, principally Redditch
Town Centre and/or where additional visitor numbers can be accommodated without detriment to the local economy
and environment; and


	ii. they support sustainable tourism or leisure developments and benefit the economy of the Borough and enhance

	community facilities.

	Consideration should also be given to the potential of the natural environment, including Public Rights of Way and water corridors
to provide opportunities for leisure and recreation activities, whilst ensuring that this does not place undue pressure on the natural
environment. All proposals should contribute positively to the Green Infrastructure network of the Borough.

	The Borough Council realises the potential for the historic environment to provide opportunities for leisure and tourism and
proposals for such will be encouraged, particularly where they result in the enhancement of a heritage asset.

	B. Abbey Stadium

	B. Abbey Stadium


	The Borough Council will safeguard land within the curtilage and land adjacent to the Abbey Stadium Complex for development
which is for leisure and leisure-related uses.
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	TD
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Proper siting and type of facilities should contribute to
securing this objective


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Proper siting and type of facilities should contribute to
securing this objective
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	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Sensitive implementation should protect and enhance
these resource, particularly in semi-rural areas


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Sensitive implementation should protect and enhance
these resource, particularly in semi-rural areas


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Provision of opportunities to help improve health and
well-being


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities for employment and training.


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunities to reduce criminal behaviour through
provision of positive activities.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Provision of reasonable leisure opportunities of various kinds in appropriate locations will help to achieve sustainable development
in a number of respects, although particularly careful attention will need to be paid to their type and siting to ensure maximum
benefits are secured in respect of equality of access, for example. There are likely to be direct secondary and cumulative effects in
respect of health and well-being.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Support existing tourist attractions (i.e. Arrow Valley Park, Forge Mill Needle Museum) and encourage new visitor
attractions

	Option 2 - Improve conference facilities

	Option 3 - Increase the quality and quantity of tourist accommodation

	Option 4 - Attract retail tourism to the Town Centre

	Option 5 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 6 - Resist the loss of existing facilities unless it can be demonstrated that the facility is no longer needed or the services
provided by the facility can be served in an alternative location

	Option 7 In the future development of the Abbey Stadium area consider the sensitivity of some of the environmental features
including the need to protect and enhance associated ecological habits and historic landscape within the park and
surrounding area

	Option 8 Ensure full consideration given to all infrastructure required to support future development in Abbey Stadium area

	Option 9 Improve links to Public Rights of Way to increase opportunities for recreation
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	Option 10 Consider the potential of the natural environment to provide recreational opportunities, whilst ensuring this does not
place undue pressure on designated areas
	Option 10 Consider the potential of the natural environment to provide recreational opportunities, whilst ensuring this does not
place undue pressure on designated areas

	Policy 44 Health Facilities

	Policy 44 Health Facilities

	Support will be given to the principle of the provision of new or improved primary health care and related activities. These health
facilities, should be located where they are accessible and ideally within Redditch Town Centre or the District Centres in accordance
with Policy 30 Town Centre and Retail Hierarchy. Alternatively, health-related development can be located within the curtilage of
the Alexandra Hospital.

	The Borough Council will continue to safeguard land within the curtilage of the Alexandra Hospital for development which is
intended for genuine health-related purposes. Strategic Site Policy 47 Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital sets the requirements
for a mixed used development which aims to assist in the delivery of the Local Plan Vision and Objectives. The policy takes account
of the need to be sensitive to the functioning of the hospital and also the need to set aside land in the curtilage of the hospital for
health related facilities.
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	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Facilities developed in accordance with the town and
district hierarchy


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	This should be positive as long as there is attention to
the location of facilities.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Location will pay heed to accessibility of all residents,
both as part of good planning and in accordance with
health provision.


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Well-located facilities will help to ensure equitable
access and hence health improvement.
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	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	The focus of the policy is on the provision of appropriate health care in town centre and district centre locations which will secure a
range of sustainability benefits principally health and well-being and accessibility. No cumulative or synergistic effects identified.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Within the curtilage of the Alexandra Hospital
Option 2 - Town Centre

	Option 3 - District Centres

	Option 4 - In areas currently furthest away from a GP surgery
Option 5 - Within new developments

	Option 6 - Business as usual/ Do nothing

	Option 7 - A locational strategy should be developed for the provision of health facilities in accordance with areas of identified

	Policy 45 Cemeteries

	Policy 45 Cemeteries

	The Council will continue to ensure that there is sufficient cemetery land to meet the needs of the Borough. In order to do so, it will
be necessary to identify a new cemetery site within the Plan period. Ideally the identified site should meet all the following criteria.
The site should be:

	i. at least 1.7ha in size;

	i. at least 1.7ha in size;


	ii. easily accessible by a range of transport modes including public transport;

	iii. located in an area where a tranquil setting for the cemetery can be achieved with appropriate mitigating measures if

	necessary;

	iv. in an area that is not currently prone or likely to become prone to water logging. Burials shall take place within the
unsaturated zone (between the land surface and the water table) and not within a minimum distance of: 250 metres of
any potable supply (including wells and boreholes); 30 metres from any surface watercourse, spring or pond; and 10

	iv. in an area that is not currently prone or likely to become prone to water logging. Burials shall take place within the
unsaturated zone (between the land surface and the water table) and not within a minimum distance of: 250 metres of
any potable supply (including wells and boreholes); 30 metres from any surface watercourse, spring or pond; and 10


	metres of any field drain;

	v. supported by an appropriate risk assessment to demonstrate that there is no adverse risk of pollution to controlled
waters including domestic water supplies, or includes appropriate measures, including monitoring (where necessary) to
prevent the risk;

	v. supported by an appropriate risk assessment to demonstrate that there is no adverse risk of pollution to controlled
waters including domestic water supplies, or includes appropriate measures, including monitoring (where necessary) to
prevent the risk;


	vi. as near as possible to mains drainage and to other services such as water and electricity; and

	vii. in an area with appropriate surrounding screening and landscaping for a cemetery or where this can be achieved.

	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste
hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery,
disposal.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 
	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more
sustainable travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Location should serve the whole community and be
reasonably accessible by public transport.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the
appropriate employment land, infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and
rural.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to
participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging
pride and social responsibility in the local community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new
technologies, of high value and low impact, especially
resource efficient technologies and environmental
technology initiatives.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 
	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air
and water resources. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Potential pollution can be identified as part of the
planning process


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood
prone areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial
flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Through proper siting of the facility


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and
District Centres and the quality of, and equitable access
to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity, disability, socio - economic status or
educational attainment.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape
character and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities to enhance a locality through good
design
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	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 
	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the
population and reduce inequalities in health. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the
right quality and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe
and pleasant local environments.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the
workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 
	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social
behaviour. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage and seek well-designed,
resource efficient, high quality built environment in new
development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Through good design, opportunities to enhance
setting.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the best and most versatile
agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising
use of previously developed land and reuse of vacant
buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated
from renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Careful site selection will ensure maximising positive effects in respect of travel reduction and landscape impacts, for example,
whilst minimising potential negative effects such as flood risk. No cumulative or synergistic effects identified.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Borough-wide, although concentrated
in and around Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 - Develop a policy with criteria for a new cemetery site
Option 2 - Do nothing

	Policy 46 Brockhill East

	Policy 46 Brockhill East

	A Strategic Site at Brockhill East is appropriate for a high quality mixed use development comprising around 1,0001,025 dwellings,
employment (8.45ha) and relevant community facilities and services including, a District Centre (including convenience retail store),
a first school and a sustainable public transport network.

	Development of the Brockhill East Strategic Site should ensure that the following principles are applied:

	Development type

	i.

	i.


	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	ii. serviced employment land to be delivered concurrently in Phase Two to match housing delivery within the strategic site.

	Employment land must be actively marketed;

	iii. the type of employment uses must provide an appropriate and sympathetic buffer between existing employment uses to

	the south of the site and future neighbourhood development to the north;

	iv. deliver a District Centre of a high quality design, avoiding design flaws that contribute to a feeling of being unsafe which

	meets local convenience needs;

	v. deliver a school capable of use as a community facility, including playing pitches;

	v. deliver a school capable of use as a community facility, including playing pitches;


	vi. the inclusion of a portion of mixed use live-work units would be considered favourably in this location;

	Design and the environment

	vii. the whole Strategic Site must be designed to successfully integrate with the existing Brockhill area. Its design must be

	viii. 
	appropriate to allow a natural extension to the urban area, and use the sites features to improve the character and
quality of the area and the way it functions;
development must respect and be sympathetic to the topography of the site, in particular design consideration should be
given to the steeper slopes with no development on prominent ridge lines and any excessive remodelling of land avoided;

	ix. green infrastructure must be provided based on the needs identified in the Green Infrastructure Concept Statement for

	Brockhill East, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD), landscaped areas, the utilisation of the
Red Ditch and/or new balancing areas for biodiversity opportunities;

	x. the quality, diversity and distinctiveness of the landscape character and important natural, man-made and historic
features must be conserved, enhanced and where necessary, restored;

	x. the quality, diversity and distinctiveness of the landscape character and important natural, man-made and historic
features must be conserved, enhanced and where necessary, restored;


	xi. landscaping should be reflective of the Wooded Estateland landscape type, with sensitive landscape treatment being

	xii. xiii. 
	xiv. xv. 
	applied along the site boundaries;
appropriate mitigation measures must be implemented to ensure protection of the natural environment, with benefits
from development to biodiversity captured;
the Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the
potential for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;
proposals should consider how they can improve the ecological status of the River Arrow and the Batchley Brook;

	proposals should demonstrate that there is no adverse risk of pollution to controlled waters through the submission of an

	appropriate risk assessment and if necessary, a site investigation and mitigation scheme;

	Infrastructure

	xvi. 
	xvii. xviii. 
	xix. 
	xx. 
	xxi. 
	xxii. xxiii. 
	the Strategic Site must be accessible by a choice of modes of sustainable transport. Investment in necessary transport
infrastructure, service improvements and Smarter Choices measures should be delivered, including facilitating
appropriate pedestrian connectivity;

	a link road from Brockhill Drive (B4184) to Weights Lane should be implemented which incorporates any necessary
environmental improvements;
a Transport Assessment must be provided which demonstrates how the implications of the development will be
mitigated against, also detailing the safe access and egress arrangements into the site;
enable the access roundabout that could facilitate the delivery of Bordesley Bypass;
flood risk measures must be informed by a site specific flood risk assessment and flood modelling will be required, with
all mitigation measures fully implemented and no development taking place within 8m of the watercourse;
appropriate SuDS systems to attenuate and balance any surface water runoff must be incorporated and balancing areas
implemented to adequate safety standards; and
drainage system upgrades identified in the Water Cycle Strategy must be in place to enable development;
drainage proposals for the site should include appropriate pollution prevention measures to avoid risks to controlled
waters.

	The first phase of this Strategic Site development is expected to be delivered within 5 years following Local Plan adoption. The
remainder of the Strategic Site will be expected to be delivered within 10 years following Local Plan adoption.

	Planning permission will not be granted for any scheme which would restrict the delivery of the entire Strategic Site, or the
achievement of the development principles.

	All aspects of the Brockhill East Strategic Site delivery must be in accordance with other policies and proposals contained within this

	Local Plan.

	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities for innovative waste
management


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities
for mitigation through green infrastructure
and sustainable travel


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Reasonably well related to the urban area
and large enough to promote self�containment.


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++ 

	TD
	Figure
	and commercial development on site.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunity for the development of a
community focus for a development of this
scale.


	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to design for environmentally�friendly technologies


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Some flood risk but opportunity for a
design solution.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development will contribute to the
support of existing services


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Proximity to existing services and
masterplanning for green infrastructure
and sustainable transport provision.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Mixed tenure


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 


	TD
	Figure
	+ 

	Potential for education and skills training


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards.
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	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Acknowledged impact on greenfield land
but opportunities to enhance aspects of
site character through green infrastructure.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities to design for energy
efficiency



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development adjacent to the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and
housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. A well-designed urban extension could help to provide both a range of
housing, basic service provision and access to higher order services and jobs through sustainable transport infrastructure. The scale
of this mixed use development provides opportunities for masterplanning to incorporate features which mitigate the loss of
greenfield land and promote sustainability through self-containment, the development of sustainable transport infrastructure and
the provision of green infrastructure to enhance biodiversity and landscape character. The scale of the development should prompt
consideration of innovation in waste management and renewable energy generation. Provision of a local centre and a new school

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	relative proximity of the site to existing service and employment
provision. There are possible cumulative impacts are associated with landscape, CO2 emissions and noise given the scale of the
development, but these can be mitigated to a certain extent through masterplanning which makes good use of the potential of
green infrastructure to contribute to landscape character, and the provision of sustainable transport modes which will help temper
the use of the private car.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Locality and northern fringe of
Redditch

	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Development of the full Strategic Site (previously designated ADR and Green Belt) for 1,000 dwellings and 8.45 Ha of
employment development

	Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only) for 625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment development only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030

	Option 2 Development of partial Strategic Site (previously designated ADR only) for 625 and 8.45 Ha of employment
Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 59.39 Ha of employment development only
Option 4 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030


	Option 5 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation

	Policy 47 Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital

	Policy 47 Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital

	A Strategic Site at land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital is appropriate for delivery of a mixed use development. To deliver a
sustainable development with the successful combination of employment and residential uses, the Strategic Site must ensure that
the following principles are applied:

	Development type

	i. incorporate a minimum of 5000 sqm (approximately 1.85 ha) of B1 office development or employment development that
is medical related;

	i. incorporate a minimum of 5000 sqm (approximately 1.85 ha) of B1 office development or employment development that
is medical related;


	ii. incorporate housing (a minimum of 145 dwellings);

	Design and the environment

	iii. ensure design of the site is appropriate to its surroundings, with regard to the openness and landscape and the

	requirement to be sensitive to the use of the hospital facility. The design must create a central sense of place, which
ensures legibility and successful function;

	iv. ensure the design respects the natural features of the site, including the lowland meadow, the UK Biodiversity Action Plan

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	proximity to the Rough Hill & Wire Hill Woods SSSI;

	v. incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), particularly to the south of the site. Opportunities exist to achieve the
SuDS requirements of this Plan alongside other Green Infrastructure and landscaping benefits;

	v. incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), particularly to the south of the site. Opportunities exist to achieve the
SuDS requirements of this Plan alongside other Green Infrastructure and landscaping benefits;


	vi. increase tree planting at the edges of the site to extend the tree belts, in accordance with the

	Figure
	Figure
	vii. viii. 
	conduct an Ecological Assessment and implement any necessary mitigation measures;

	green infrastructure must be provided, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD), landscaped
areas, and new balancing areas for biodiversity opportunities;

	ix. proposals should demonstrate that there is no adverse risk of pollution to controlled waters through the submission of an

	appropriate risk assessment and if necessary, a site investigation and mitigation scheme;

	The Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the potential
for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;

	Infrastructure

	x. ensure appropriate waste water treatment infrastructure is in place to support development;

	x. ensure appropriate waste water treatment infrastructure is in place to support development;


	xi. develop the site sequentially to direct development to areas of the site at lowest flood risk and submit a site-specific

	xii. 
	xiii. 
	xiv. 
	Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) which assesses the watercourse to the south of the site,, and drainage impact assessment;
complete a detailed Transport Assessment (incorporating traffic modelling) to assess any impacts and implement all
mitigation measures that may be required;
assess the cumulative impacts of development of the site on transport infrastructure with solutions delivered in line with
the policies in this Plan, in particular footpaths and cycleways to connect the site to Redditch Town and the transport
interchange at the front of the hospital; and xiv. incorporate any necessary infrastructure identified for the effective
delivery of the site; and
drainage proposals for the site should include appropriate pollution prevention measures to avoid risks to controlled
waters.

	Land immediately south of the Alexandra Hospital is not included within the Strategic Site boundary and will be safeguarded for

	health related purposes, this should be considered when formulating proposals for the Strategic Site.

	This Strategic Site is expected to be delivered 6-10within 5 years following Local Plan adoption. The Borough Council will issue
further strategic planning guidance in order to guide and accelerate the sustainable delivery of this Strategic Site.

	Planning permission will not be granted for any scheme which would restrict the delivery of the entire Strategic Site, or the
achievement of the development principles.

	Table
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	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities for innovative waste
management


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.



	TD
	Figure
	0


	CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities
for mitigation through green infrastructure
and sustainable travel



	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 
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	Figure
	Commentary



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Well related to the urban area


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	++ 

	TD
	Figure
	and commercial development on site.



	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	Ø

	Ø


	No direct relationship


	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunity to design for environmentally�friendly technologies


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.
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	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Some flood risk but opportunity for a
design solution.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development will contribute to the
support of existing services


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 


	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.
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	+


	Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
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	+


	Proximity to existing services.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Mixed tenure


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.



	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Acknowledged impact on greenfield land
but opportunities to enhance aspects of
site character through green infrastructure.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities to design for energy
efficiency



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development adjacent to the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and
housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. The proposed mixed use development is very well related to the
existing urban area and as such will secure a wide range of sustainability objectives by virtue of its location and good
masterplanning which will help to integrate the development into the existing built-up area, particularly in respect of the
connectivity of footpaths and cycleways to encourage sustainable travel. Innovation in waste management and renewable energy
generation could be encouraged. Impacts on landscape can be readily mitigated given the size and location of the site. No
cumulative or synergistic effects have been identified.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Locality 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Development of the Strategic Site for 1.85 Ha and 145 dwellings
Option 2 Development of the Strategic Site for 200 dwellings only

	Option 3 Development of the Strategic Site for 7.74 Ha of employment development only

	Policy 48 Webheath Strategic Site

	Policy 48 Webheath Strategic Site

	A Strategic Site at Webheath is appropriate for a high quality development comprising around 400 - 600 dwellings.

	Delivery of this Strategic Site is best achieved in two phases; the first phase of this site should deliver 200 dwellings and is expected
to be delivered within 5 years following Local Plan adoption. The second phase of this site should deliver 200 400 dwellings
comprehensively to make the best use of the land available. This phase is likely to contribute towards the long term housing
requirement and therefore is unlikely to be delivered within 10 years following Local Plan adoption.

	Any proposals must not individually or cumulatively jeopardise the future use of any other part of the site or the achievement of
the development principles.

	Development of the Webheath Strategic Site should ensure that the following principles are applied:

	Development type

	i. incorporate a mix of housing types including housing which meets the needs of the ageing population. The provision of
bungalows and / or 1 bedroom flats/maisonettes that meet Lifetime Homes Standards would be welcomed in this area;

	i. incorporate a mix of housing types including housing which meets the needs of the ageing population. The provision of
bungalows and / or 1 bedroom flats/maisonettes that meet Lifetime Homes Standards would be welcomed in this area;


	Design and the environment

	ii. the design of this site must be of a high quality and appropriate to its surroundings, taking all opportunities available to

	improve the character and quality of the Webheath area and the way it functions;

	iii. the open character of the site and special features of the landscape should be retained through sympathetic design and

	through ensuring open space is integral to the design;

	iv. legibility and a central sense of place should be provided through good design, with views from and into the site

	incorporated and maximised;

	v. topography of the site should be respected with any excessive remodelling of the land avoided wherever possible;

	v. topography of the site should be respected with any excessive remodelling of the land avoided wherever possible;


	vi. green infrastructure must be provided based on the needs identified in the Green Infrastructure Concept Statement for

	Webheath, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD);

	vii. planting and landscaping must be incorporated (informed by a Hedgerow Assessment), to enhance the ecological and

	woodland features of the site, including the unnamed watercourse and trees to capture all benefits for biodiversity;

	viii. submission of an ecological survey and an archaeological survey to be approved by the Borough Council;

	ix. proposals should consider how they can improve the ecological status of the Bow Brook;

	x. The Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the
potential for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;

	x. The Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the
potential for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;


	xi. development proposals should address contamination associated with any previous uses on the site, including the

	disused sewage works, through the submission of an appropriate risk assessment and if necessary, a site investigation
and mitigation scheme;

	Infrastructure

	xii. the Strategic Site must be accessible by a choice of modes of transport, particularly sustainable transport. Investment

	xiii. 
	xiv. 
	informed by a Transport Assessment is required for necessary transport infrastructure, safe access, service improvements
and Smarter Choices measures should be delivered;
pedestrian links should be provided between the site and the Green Belt area to the west for recreational purposes, and
also to the existing Webheath area to the north. Cycle and pedestrian links should be provided to link into existing cycle
and footpath networks to Redditch Town Centre and where public rights of way exist these should be incorporated into
any design proposals;

	biodiversity enhancements should be provided along transport routes such as SuDS schemes;

	xv. any necessary measures to mitigate flood risk are to be implemented and flood modelling will be required, which must be

	outlined in a site specific Flood Risk Assessment. Development will only be permitted in Flood Zone 1;

	xvi. 
	xvii. xviii. 
	drainage syste

	Figure
	Figure
	development acceptable. This includes upsizing of local sewers and an appropriate solution to dealing with waste water;

	appropriate SuDS systems to attenuate and balance any surface water runoff must be incorporated;
infrastructure deficits arising from the cumulative impact of the site being developed should be provided through
financial contributions, implemented early on in developing the site or, where appropriate future proofed to allow their
delivery at a later stage; and

	Boundaries

	xix. 
	a defensible Green Belt boundary must be maintained or where appropriate enhanced at the south and west of the site,
along the existing Green Belt boundary outlined on the Policies Map.
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	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities for innovative waste
management


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.
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	Figure
	0


	CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities
for mitigation through green infrastructure
and sustainable travel
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	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Accessible by a choice of transport modes


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	TD
	Figure


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	+
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	+


	Potential for links to existing community
and provision of on-site facilities


	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Opportunity to design for environmentally�friendly technologies


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.
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	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Some flood risk but opportunity for a
design solution.


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Development will contribute to the
support of existing services


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 


	TD
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	+


	Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.



	TD
	Figure
	+


	Green infrastructure incorporated as part
of masterplanning


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
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	++


	Walking and cycling infrastructure as part
of masterplanning.


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Mixed tenure


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
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	Opportunity to implement high design
standards


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

	TD
	Figure
	+


	Acknowledged impact on greenfield land
but opportunities to enhance aspects of
site character through green infrastructure.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 


	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunities to design for energy
efficiency



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	Aspirations across a range of sustainability objectives can be realised to a greater or lesser degree, principally through the
concentration of development adjacent to the existing urban area meaning efficient use of resources, access to jobs, services and
housing and opportunities to implement sustainable design. Whilst development will involve the loss of greenfield land, there are
significant positive effects associated with masterplanning opportunities to enhance the green infrastructure resource, promote
sustainable transport and mitigate impacts on landscape. The quality of masterplanning of the site will be particularly important in
securing a good transition from town to countryside and integrating the development with the existing urban area, particularly
through the provision and enhancement of footpaths and cycleways. Development should make a contribution to the viability of
local service provision, and design for innovation in waste management and renewable energy provision. There are possible
cumulative effects associated with development to the north of site, particularly at construction stage, but these can be planned
for.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Locality 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 400-600 dwellings

	Option 2 - Development of the Strategic Site for 47.71 Ha of employment development only
Option 3 - Identify ADR land to meet development needs beyond 2030

	Option 4 Add existing ADR land to Green Belt Designation

	Policy 49 Woodrow Strategic Site 2

	Policy 49 Woodrow Strategic Site 2

	A Strategic Site at Woodrow is appropriate for residential development incorporating the former Dingleside School, former playing
fields and land to the rear of properties 1-11 Auxerre Avenue. This Strategic Site must ensure that the following will apply to the
development of this site:

	Development type

	i.

	i.


	Figure
	Figure
	affordable housing provision;

	ii. the development will be accessible by a choice of modes of transport, incorporating any necessary infrastructure

	improvements and include a pedestrian link between Woodrow North and the linear park and Woodrow District Centre;

	iii. the site is in a strategically accessible location where enhanced pedestrian links should be created to Studley Road and

	hence services to the Town Centre, creation of linkages between different uses and can thereby create more vibrant
places;

	Design and the environment

	iv. good design should contribute positively to making this area better for residents. Design must be appropriate in this

	context, and take this opportunity to improve the character and quality of the area and the way it functions;

	v. this site will promote regeneration to improve the well being of communities, improve facilities, promote high quality and
safe development and create new opportunities for the people living in the communities;

	v. this site will promote regeneration to improve the well being of communities, improve facilities, promote high quality and
safe development and create new opportunities for the people living in the communities;


	vi. green infrastructure must be provided, including open spaces (in line with the Open Space Provision SPD), landscaped

	areas, and new balancing areas for biodiversity opportunities;
vii.

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	viii. 
	requires on-site provision of open space or contributions to off-site provision;
The Historic Environment Record should be consulted during the formulation of development proposals to establish the
potential for heritage assets and used to inform any necessary appraisal or evaluation of the site;

	Infrastructure

	ix. a pedestrian link to nearby bus stops should be considered particularly connecting to Studley Road, environmental

	improvements including green infrastructure should be enhanced along these links;

	x. ensure transport infrastructure required to support this site is in place and supported by a Transport Assessment;

	x. ensure transport infrastructure required to support this site is in place and supported by a Transport Assessment;


	xi. the cumulative effects of development on transport infrastructure must be assessed and solutions sought in line with the

	xii. 
	xiii. xiv. xv. 
	policies in this Plan, with particular regard to the cumulative effects of the delivery of this Strategic Site;
ensure that benefits for biodiversity are captured from the development of this site in order to contribute to urban
quality and green space;

	the development will work with and respect the topography of the site and avoid any excessive remodelling of land;
surface water must be managed sustainably and is not connected to the foul/combined water sewer;
and ensure appropriate waste water treatment infrastructure is in place to support development.

	This Strategic site will be required to meet the short term housing requirement (delivery within 5 years after Local Plan adoption).

	Planning permission will not be granted for any scheme which would restrict the delivery the entire Strategic Site, or the
achievement of the development principles.
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	Sustainability Objective 
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	Figure
	Assessment 
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	Figure
	Commentary



	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy:
reduce, reuse, recycle, compost, recovery, disposal. 
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	Figure
	+


	Opportunities for waste management


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change.
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	CO2 emissions will rise but opportunities
for mitigation through green infrastructure
and sustainable travel


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable
travel patterns. 
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	Accessible by a choice of transport modes


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.

	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate
employment land, infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all
share the benefits urban and rural.
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	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.

	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and
contribute to decisions that affect their neighbourhood and quality
of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community.
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	+


	Potential for links to existing community.



	Part
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	Figure
	Sustainability Objective 

	TD
	Figure
	Assessment 

	TD
	Figure
	Commentary



	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.

	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of
high value and low impact, especially resource efficient
technologies and environmental technology initiatives.
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	Figure
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	Opportunity to design for environmentally�friendly technologies


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.

	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water
resources.
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	Opportunity to implement high design
standards.


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.

	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone
areas and does not adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas.
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	Figure
	++


	Does not contribute to flood risk


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.

	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres
and the quality of, and equitable access to, local services and
facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment.
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	Figure
	++


	Development will contribute to the
support of existing services


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character
and quality. 
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	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure within
masterplanning


	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.

	11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity.
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	Figure
	++


	Green infrastructure within
masterplanning


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and
reduce inequalities in health. 
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	Provision of walking and cycling
infrastructure


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.

	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality
and tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local
environments.
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	Mixed tenure


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 
	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce. 


	Ø 
	Ø 

	No direct relationship


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
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	Opportunity to implement high design
standards.


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and
archaeological heritage and seek well-designed, resource efficient,
high quality built environment in new development proposals.

	TD
	Figure
	++


	Opportunity to implement high design
standards.


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.

	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral
reserves, the best and most versatile agricultural lands, land of
Green Belt value, maximising use of previously developed land and
reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest.
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	Acknowledged impact on greenfield land
but opportunities to enhance aspects of
site character through green infrastructure.


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from
renewable energy and low carbon sources. 
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	Opportunity to implement high design
standards.



	Commentary (incl. cumulative and synergistic effects):

	As a mid-sized development, the site offers opportunities to realise sustainable development through integration with the existing
urban area through walking and cycling routes, along with environmental enhancement through masterplanning. There could also
be opportunities for design innovation in respect of waste management and renewable energy, for example. No cumulative or
synergistic effects have been identified.

	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Likelihood/certainty: 
	Geographical scale: 
	Permanence and Timing:


	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Likely to be realised overall,
dependent upon implementation

	Locality 
	Permanent and short to long term



	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Options considered (see SA Refresh, November 2014):

	Only one option is presented for this Strategic Site as another use would not appropriate in this area of the Borough due to other
constraints.

	Option 1 Development of Strategic Site for 220 dwellings

	Appendix D: Comparative Appraisal of Potential Development
Sites

	Appendix D: Comparative Appraisal of Potential Development
Sites

	The appraisal below incorporates all 20 sites within and outside of Redditch that were assessed in the
Housing Growth Development Study42, including the 2014 Housing Growth Development Study (HGDS)
Refresh. This is so that it can be clearly seen how each site compares using Redditch SA methodology. The
NPPG states that SA is an iterative process informing the development of the Local Plan. SA is only one part
of the decision making process. A separate SA has been undertaken in the Housing Growth Development
Study SA Refresh (2014) for all 20 sites43.

	This refresh of Appendix C has been informed by previous assessment of Development Strategy of sites
within Redditch, last undertaken in the Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy SA (January 2011), Appendix
E p.277. Relevant context is also contained in the assessment of WYG options which appraised all 20 sites
both within and outside Redditch in the Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy SA (January 2011), Appendix
C p.233.

	The sites assessed below include:

	Brockhill Strategic Site which consists of former (BORLP3) Area of Development Restraint,
Green Belt within Redditch and extends to the whole of Site 6 in the HGDS;

	Brockhill Strategic Site which consists of former (BORLP3) Area of Development Restraint,
Green Belt within Redditch and extends to the whole of Site 6 in the HGDS;

	Webheath Strategic Site which consists of former (BORLP3) Area of Development Restraint and
extends to the whole of Site 3 in the HGDS;

	A435 which consists of former (BORLP3) Area of Development Restraint and extends to the
whole of Site 18 in the HGDS;

	Land to the rear of the Alexandra Hospital Strategic Site. This does not overlap with any HGDS
area;

	Woodrow Strategic Site. This does not overlap with any HGDS area;


	Figure
	Figure
	whole of Site 5 in the HGDS.

	Each of the other sites in and around Redditch assessed in the WYG studies and HGDS.

	Each of the other sites in and around Redditch assessed in the WYG studies and HGDS.


	The appraisal of alternative sites is presented in two sections:
Pages 219 240: Brockhill Strategic Site (including Site 6), Webheath Strategic Site (including site
3); A435 (including site 18); Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital; Woodrow Strategic Site;
Brockhill West Green Belt (including site 5); sites 1, 2, 3a, 4, 7 and 8

	The appraisal of alternative sites is presented in two sections:
Pages 219 240: Brockhill Strategic Site (including Site 6), Webheath Strategic Site (including site
3); A435 (including site 18); Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital; Woodrow Strategic Site;
Brockhill West Green Belt (including site 5); sites 1, 2, 3a, 4, 7 and 8

	The appraisal of alternative sites is presented in two sections:
Pages 219 240: Brockhill Strategic Site (including Site 6), Webheath Strategic Site (including site
3); A435 (including site 18); Land to the Rear of Alexandra Hospital; Woodrow Strategic Site;
Brockhill West Green Belt (including site 5); sites 1, 2, 3a, 4, 7 and 8

	Pages 241 259: Sites 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 20

	Pages 241 259: Sites 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 20




	SA Objective 5 (To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community), does not form part of the following site specific comparative appraisal, as it does not relate
specifically to site appraisal and selection and would therefore add no benefits to inclusion in the site
assessment process. The assessment uses a scale to determine the performance of the sites against the
guide questions, and sums these scores at the end of each section. No one SA objective is weighted above
or below another.

	42
Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council (2013) Housing Growth Development Study (HGDS) and
Sustainability Appraisal

	42
Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council (2013) Housing Growth Development Study (HGDS) and
Sustainability Appraisal

	43
Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council (November 2014) Addendum to the Housing Growth
Development Study and the Housing Growth Sustainability Appraisal
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