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Introduction

This document details consultation and information gathering events that have
taken place between 18th June 2007 and 21st April 2008 to inform the
preparation of the Core Strategy Issues and Options Document. Although there
is no statutory requirement to undertake consultation prior to the Issues and
Options stage, Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks
states that “Local planning authorities should front load the preparation of
development plan documents by facilitating early involvement and securing
inputs from the community and all stakeholders.” (para 4.2).

One of the key objectives of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
is to ensure that any interested individuals, groups or organisations are able to
become effectively involved at all levels of the different local planning
processes. The Borough Council’s ‘Statement of Community Involvement’
details how the Borough Council will enable interested persons and
organisations to become involved and contribute to the planning process
(available at www.redditchbc.gov.uk).

During the events that took place between 18th June 2007 and 21st April 2008
consultees were asked to identify ‘issues’ relating to the Borough of Redditch.
The outcome of these events can be viewed at www.redditchbc.gov.uk in a
document entitled ‘The outcome of informal consultation used to inform the
Issues and Options paper’.

The issues raised have, where appropriate, informed the Issues and Options
Document. Issues and Options is the first formal stage in the preparation of the
Core Strategy. The document highlights the matters relevant to Redditch
Borough (Issues) and the ways in which these issues can be combated through
the application of planning policy (Options). Consultation on the Issues and
Options will take place between 9th May and 20th June 2008.
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Series of Events

Approval of Local Development Scheme

Local Development Scheme No.2 was approved for publication on 26th June
2006. This timetables the preparation of Issues and Alternative Options for
September 2007 – May 2008.

State of the Borough Conference

The State of the Borough Conference was held on Monday 18
th
June 2007 at

Redditch Town Hall. The event comprised a series of talks, discussion groups
and presentations. The primary purpose of the Conference was to bring
together members of the Redditch Partnership and associates to explore the
ways in which the Sustainable Community Strategy should be updated as well
as generating issues that could be tackled by the emerging development plan.
Participants were asked to complete a questionnaire which was split into the six
themes of the Community Strategy. Under each theme respondents were asked
to write down issues about Redditch Borough that could be considered in the
development plan along with evidence to support this. (A copy of the
questionnaire can be seen at appendix A)

Planning Advisory Panel (PAP) Meetings

The Planning Advisory Panel comprises Elected Members. Included in the
Terms of Reference for PAP is to consider all matters associated with the
preparation of Development Plan documents and to make recommendations to
the Executive/Full Committee. Meetings were held between 4th September
2007 and 16th April 2008 during which Members were asked to identify issues
that they thought were relevant to Redditch Borough.
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Local Democracy Week Event

On Monday 15th October 2007 students from local high schools attended this
event at Redditch Town Hall to learn about democratic processes in Redditch
Borough. Members of the Development Plans team attended and discussed
with students what improvements they would like to see in Redditch Borough.
The questions asked of students can be seen at appendix B.

Display at Local Democracy Week, 15 October 2007

Meeting with the Redditch Student Council

On Wednesday 7
th
November 2007 a member of the Development Plans team

attended a meeting with the Redditch Student Council to discuss the production
of the new Core Strategy Development Plan. The Student Council was informed
that both residents and stakeholders from local businesses/organisations were
being invited to attend discussion panels in order to help identify planning
issues relating to the Borough. Student Council members were invited to attend
and all members agreed to display publicity material related to the panels at
their schools.

Citizen and Stakeholder Discussion Panels

A series of citizen and stakeholder discussion panels were held between 15th

November 2007 and 17th January 2008. The purpose of the discussion panels
was to provide an opportunity for citizens, stakeholders and statutory bodies to
identify planning issues across the Borough. Initially, six discussion panels for
citizens and six for stakeholders were planned; however, due to a low response
rate the decision was taken to merge some of the citizen and stakeholder
groups into one session. Details of topics covered and the dates of the
discussion panels are listed overleaf:
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15 November 2007 ‘Economy’ Citizen and Stakeholders Discussion Panel
22 November 2007 ‘Health and Well Being’ Citizen and Stakeholders

Discussion Panel
30 November 2007 ‘Communities and Young People’ Citizen and

Stakeholder Discussion Panel
11 December 2007 ‘Better Environment’ Citizen and Stakeholder Discussion

Panel
8 January 2008 ‘Development Strategy’ Citizen Discussion Panel
10 January 2008 ‘Development Strategy’ Stakeholder Discussion Panel
15 January 2008 ‘Housing and Climate Change’ Citizen Discussion Panel
17 January 2008 ‘Housing and Climate Change’ Stakeholder Discussion

Panel

The discussion panels were advertised in a number of ways:
All those on the Development Plans database were written to on 14

th

September 2007 (either by post or e-mail) to advise them of the
discussion panels (the letter can be seen at appendix C). Also enclosed
was a leaflet (appendix D) which details the purpose of the sessions,
who should attend, what is expected of participants, where and when the
discussions panels would take place and a response form.
An A4 sized poster was displayed on forty notice boards in Council
owned buildings across the Borough. These were displayed from
14/09/07 – 29/10/07 (appendix E)

A display at Planning Reception in Redditch Town Hall including leaflets.
These were displayed from 14/09/07 – 29/10/07.
A press release appeared in the ‘Redditch Standard’ on Wednesday 26

th

September 2007 inviting residents and stakeholders to join the
discussion panels. (appendix F)

Display at Planning Reception, Town Hall advertising the Citizen and
Stakeholder Discussion Panels
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Planning Information Day

Thursday 10th April 2008, 10am – 9pm, Redditch Town Hall
This event was held to give local residents and anyone interested in planning
the opportunity to find out about the planning process in Redditch Borough. A
presentation was given at 11am, 1pm, 3pm, 5pm and 7pm during which the
Issues and Options consultation was introduced. Attendees were informed of
the purpose of the consultation and the dates that it was taking place. The event
was advertised in the following ways:

Press releases appeared in the Redditch Standard, Friday 4th April 2008
and Redditch Advertiser Wednesday 9th April 2008. (Appendix G)
Local residents, businesses and organisations on the Development
Plans database were sent an A5 postcard inviting them to the event.
(Appendix H)
An A4 poster was displayed at forty notice boards in council owned
buildings across the Borough (Appendix I).

Displays relating to the Local Development Framework and Issues and Options
Consultation at Planning Information Day.

Conclusion

There is no statutory requirement to undertake consultation prior to the Issues
and Options stage. However the Borough Council has found the early
consultation, using a variety of methods, a useful tool for identifying some
planning issues that need to be addressed in the Borough up to 2026. The
Council is grateful to all stakeholders and residents who have generously given
their time.
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	Introduction

	This document details consultation and information gathering events that have
taken place between 
	18th June 2007 and 21st April 2008 to inform the

	preparation of the Core Strategy Issues and Options Document. Although there
is no statutory requirement to undertake consultation prior to the Issues and
Options stage, Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks
states that “Local planning authorities should front load the preparation of
development plan documents by facilitating early involvement and securing
inputs from the community and all stakeholders.” (para 4.2).

	One of the key objectives of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
is to ensure that any interested individuals, groups or organisations are able to
become effectively involved at all levels of the different local planning

	processes. The Borough 
	Council’s ‘Statement of Community Involvement’

	details how the Borough Council will enable interested persons and

	organisations to become involved and contribute to the planning process
(available at www.redditchbc.gov.uk).

	During the events that took place between 18th June 2007 and 21st April 2008
consultees were asked to identify ‘issues’ relating to the Borough of Redditch.
The outcome of these events can be viewed at www.redditchbc.gov.uk in a
document entitled ‘The outcome of informal consultation used to inform the
Issues and Options paper’.

	The issues raised have, where appropriate, informed the Issues and Options
Document. Issues and Options is the first formal stage in the preparation of the
Core Strategy. The document highlights the matters relevant to Redditch
Borough (Issues) and the ways in which these issues can be combated through
the application of planning policy (Options). Consultation on the Issues and
Options will take place between 9th May and 20th June 2008.
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	Series of Events
Approval of Local Development Scheme

	Local Development Scheme No.2 was approved for publication on 26th June
2006. This timetables the preparation of Issues and Alternative Options for
September 2007 – May 2008.

	State of the Borough Conference

	The State of the Borough Conference was held on Monday 18th June 2007 at
Redditch Town Hall. The event comprised a series of talks, discussion groups
and presentations. The primary purpose of the Conference was to bring
together members of the Redditch Partnership and associates to explore the
ways in which the Sustainable Community Strategy should be updated as well
as generating issues that could be tackled by the emerging development plan.
Participants were asked to complete a questionnaire which was split into the six
themes of the Community Strategy. Under each theme respondents were asked
to write down issues about Redditch Borough that could be considered in the

	development plan along with evidence 
	to support this. (A copy of the

	questionnaire can be seen at appendix A)

	Planning Advisory Panel (PAP) Meetings

	The Planning Advisory Panel comprises Elected Members. Included in the
Terms of Reference for PAP is to consider all matters associated with the
preparation of Development Plan documents and to make recommendations to
the Executive/Full Committee. Meetings were held between 4th September
2007 and 16th April 2008 during which Members were asked to identify issues
that they thought were relevant to Redditch Borough.
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	Local Democracy Week Event

	On Monday 15th October 2007 students from local high schools attended this
event at Redditch Town Hall to learn about democratic processes in Redditch
Borough. Members of the Development Plans team attended and discussed
with students what improvements they would like to see in Redditch Borough.
The questions asked of students can be seen at appendix B.

	Figure
	Display at Local Democracy Week, 15 October 2007

	Meeting with the Redditch Student Council

	On Wednesday 7th November 2007 a member of the Development Plans team
attended a meeting with the Redditch Student Council to discuss the production
of the new Core Strategy Development Plan. The Student Council was informed
that both residents and stakeholders from local businesses/organisations were
being invited to attend discussion panels in order to help identify planning
issues relating to the Borough. Student Council members were invited to attend
and all members agreed to display publicity material related to the panels at
their schools.

	Citizen and Stakeholder Discussion Panels

	A series of citizen and stakeholder discussion panels were held between 15th
November 2007 and 17th January 2008. The purpose of the discussion panels
was to provide an opportunity for citizens, stakeholders and statutory bodies to
identify planning issues across the Borough. Initially, six discussion panels for
citizens and six for stakeholders were planned; however, due to a low response
rate the decision was taken to merge some of the citizen and stakeholder
groups into one session. Details of topics covered and the dates of the
discussion panels are listed overleaf:
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	15 November 2007 
	15 November 2007 
	15 November 2007 
	22 November 2007 
	30 November 2007 
	11 December 2007 
	8 January 2008 
	10 January 2008 
	15 January 2008 
	17 January 2008 

	‘Economy’ Citizen and Stakeholders Discussion Panel
‘Health and Well Being’ Citizen and Stakeholders
Discussion Panel

	‘Communities and Young People’ Citizen and
Stakeholder Discussion Panel

	‘Better Environment’ Citizen and Stakeholder Discussion
Panel

	‘Development Strategy’ Citizen Discussion Panel
‘Development Strategy’ Stakeholder Discussion Panel
‘Housing and Climate Change’ Citizen Discussion Panel
‘Housing and Climate Change’ Stakeholder Discussion
Panel

	The discussion panels were advertised in a number of ways:

	All those on the Development Plans database were written to on 14th
September 2007 (either by post or e-mail) to advise them of the
discussion panels (the letter can be seen at appendix C). Also enclosed
was a leaflet (appendix D) which details the purpose of the sessions,
who should attend, what is expected of participants, where and when the
discussions panels would take place and a response form.

	All those on the Development Plans database were written to on 14th
September 2007 (either by post or e-mail) to advise them of the
discussion panels (the letter can be seen at appendix C). Also enclosed
was a leaflet (appendix D) which details the purpose of the sessions,
who should attend, what is expected of participants, where and when the
discussions panels would take place and a response form.

	An A4 sized poster was displayed on forty notice boards in Council
owned buildings across the Borough. These were displayed from
14/09/07 – 29/10/07 (appendix E)


	A display at Planning Reception in Redditch Town Hall including leaflets.
These were displayed from 14/09/07 – 29/10/07.

	A display at Planning Reception in Redditch Town Hall including leaflets.
These were displayed from 14/09/07 – 29/10/07.

	A press release appeared in the ‘Redditch Standard’ on Wednesday 26th


	September 2007 
	inviting residents 
	and stakeholders to join the

	discussion panels. (appendix F)

	Figure
	Display at Planning Reception, Town Hall advertising the Citizen and
Stakeholder Discussion Panels
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	Planning Information Day

	Thursday 10th April 2008, 10am – 9pm, Redditch Town Hall
This event was held to give local residents and anyone interested in planning
the opportunity to find out about the planning process in Redditch Borough. A
presentation was given at 11am, 1pm, 3pm, 5pm and 7pm during which the
Issues and Options consultation was introduced. Attendees were informed of
the purpose of the consultation and the dates that it was taking place. The event
was advertised in the following ways:

	Press releases appeared in the Redditch Standard, Friday 4th April 2008
and Redditch Advertiser Wednesday 9th April 2008. (Appendix G)

	Press releases appeared in the Redditch Standard, Friday 4th April 2008
and Redditch Advertiser Wednesday 9th April 2008. (Appendix G)

	Local residents, businesses and organisations on the Development
Plans database were sent an A5 postcard inviting them to the event.
(Appendix H)

	An A4 poster was displayed at forty notice boards in council owned
buildings across the Borough (Appendix I).


	Figure
	Displays relating to the Local Development Framework and Issues and Options
Consultation at Planning Information Day.

	Conclusion

	There is no statutory requirement to undertake consultation prior to the Issues
and Options stage. However the Borough Council has found the early
consultation, using a variety of methods, a useful tool for identifying some
planning issues that need to be addressed in the Borough up to 2026. The
Council is grateful to all stakeholders and residents who have generously given
their time.
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