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Location of SEA requirements in the SA Report

Information required to deal with the aspects of a
Sustainability Appraisal (as set out in Annex 1 of the
SEA Directive 2001/42/EC)

Relevant Sections in the SA

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes

Scoping Report (Stage A1);
Stage B1: Testing the Core
Strategy DPD Objectives against

environment and the likely evolution thereof without

implementation of the plan or programme

the  Sustainability = Appraisal
Framework (Page 17)
b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the | Scoping Report (Stage A2);

Stage B2: Developing the DPD
Options, Stage B3: Predicting
the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the
DPD (Page 27, Appendix A,
Appendix B and Appendix C)

¢) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected

Scoping Report (Stage A2);
Stage B2: Developing the DPD
Options, Stage B3: Predicting
the effects of the DPD and Stage
B4: Evaluating the effects of the
DPD (Page 27, Appendix A,
Appendix B and Appendix C)

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant
to the plan or programme including, in particular, those
relating to any areas of a particular environmental
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to
Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC

Scoping Reports (Stage A2, A3);
Appropriate Assessment
Screening Matrix (Page 10)

e) The environmental protection objectives, established at
international, Community or Member State level, which are
relevant to the DPD and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account
during its preparation

Scoping Reports (Stage A1)

f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including
on issues such as: biodiversity, population, human health,
fauna, flora, soil. water, air, climatic factors, material assets,
cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological
heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the
above factors

Scoping Reports (Stage A3);
Stage B3, Stage B4, Effects of
Options on SA Objectives Tables
(Page 27, Appendix A, Appendix
B and Appendix C)

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully
as possible offset any significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan or programme

Stage B5 Mitigation Measures
(Table 3 - Page 28)

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives
dealt with, and a description of how the assessment was

Statements (Page 66); Effects of
Options on SA Objectives
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undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling
the required information

(Appendix A); Effects of options
on DPD Objectives (Appendix A
and Appendix C)

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning
monitoring in accordance with Article 10/Regulation 17

Stage B6 - Proposing measures
to monitor the significant effects
of implementing the Core
Strategy DPD (Page 34, Table 4)

i) A non-technical summary of the information provided
under the above headings

Non-Technical summary (Page
5)
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Non-Technical Summary

Introduction

This is a non-technical summary of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report accompanying the
proposed submission Local Plan No.4 and includes additional information following the Local Plan
No.4 Examination in Public.

The main report expands upon the contents of this non-technical summary.

This SA Report was prepared alongside the proposed submission of Borough of Redditch's Local
Plan No.4 of September 2013 and includes additional information following the Local Plan No.4
Examination in Public. Consultation has already taken place on a Scoping Report, a Core Strategy
Issues and Options Document, several Draft Core Strategy versions and draft Local Plan No.4 with
accompanying draft SA Reports at each of these stages. During the Examination Hearing Sessions
into BORLP4 in September 2014, it became apparent that the format and presentation of former
Sustainability Appraisals did not comprehensively reflect the Plan’s progression to submission and
the justification for the Plan’s housing strategy. This SA has been updated to rectify this position
and seeks to present all the site selection and development option information in a comprehensive
manner. It also ensures all alternatives are demonstrated to be explicitly tested against other
alternatives in the context of the proposed submission Local Plan No.4.

The purpose of a SA is to ensure that sustainability principles are incorporated into the Plan, and it
demonstrates why the Borough Council's preferred options have been chosen and alternatives
dismissed. During the Plan’s production lots of changes have impacted on how Redditch prepares
the Plan and when the policy approaches need to change the Borough Council needs to assess
what effects these changes will bring. None of the options for the policies have been included for
the sake of including options and in some cases this means that there are limited options. If an
option is unrealistic, it will not have been considered because this is confusing and a waste of
resource.

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended) requires Local Planning
Authorities to carry out a SA of relevant planning documents. The Borough of Redditch Local Plan
No.4 will be the first Plan for Redditch to be adopted under the 2004 Act, therefore a SA is needed.

A Scoping Report was published for consultation with the designated environmental bodies of
Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency and other bodies with economic
and social responsibilities between 1 October 2007 and 5 November 2007. Comments received
were considered and, in response, any relevant amendments to the Scoping Report were made,
and have influenced the production of this SA. In addition, this SA also includes further comments
received from English Heritage regarding the suitability of Brockhill West. These concerns have fed
into the appraisal criteria. The Scoping Report contains many of the requirements of the SEA
Directive and the SA Report contains the remaining requirements. The latest Scoping Report is
available to view on Redditch Borough Council’'s website www.redditch.whub.org.uk.
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Sustainability Appraisal Framework

The SA Framework was formulated during Stage A of the SA process (Scoping Report). The SA
Framework includes a set of 18 SA Objectives which can be used to help achieve the sustainability
of the Plan as a benchmark for assessing options. These SA objectives can be measured by using
targets and indicators to see if the Plan or any aspects of the Plan are achieving what has been
predicted. Each objective has a set of decision making criteria setting out how each objective can
be achieved and indicators to answer the questions posed by the decision making criteria. The SA
Framework can be seen in Table 4

Sustainability Appraisal of the Local Plan

The SA Framework provides a basis for appraising the different options set out in the original Core
Strategy Issues and Options document and the policy approaches in the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy and its revision version. This updated SA also provides a comprehensive consideration of
all of the alternatives for development locations, in the context of the present Local Plan.

The Issues and Options document issues were determined after reviewing the plans, policies and
programmes and baseline information in the Scoping Report, through ongoing informal
consultation and through evidence gathering. Each issue in the Issues and Options document had
a set of alternative options intended as possible solutions to these questions. Each of these
options was assessed in the SA Report to give an indication of the sustainability of the different
Options to ensure that the Preferred Draft Core Strategy and its revised version were as
sustainable as possible. This update to the SA ensures that the Local Plan policies are the most
sustainable options and it explains the rationale for the growth option in the Local Plan. In addition,
this SA provides a further detailed consideration of all potential housing sites; it ensures all
alternatives have been explicitly tested against other alternatives in the context of the Local Plan.
The SA also incorporates the concerns of English Heritage regarding the Brockhill West site within
the appraisal criteria. The SA assessment of options at this stage is detailed in Appendix A.

This SA identifies the likely social, economic and environmental effects associated with
implementation of Local Plan No.4 when considering different options. The SA Report also
identifies a number of likely effects associated with each option and the likelihood and scale of
these effects as well as likely effects related to a revised development strategy. Mitigation
measures have also been proposed that maximise any predicted beneficial effects of the proposed
options or approaches and that minimise any predicted adverse effects.

The requirements of the SEA Directive have been incorporated into this SA where appropriate and
a table highlighting the location (or locations) of these requirements is provided as part of this SA
contents page. The SA incorporates the requirements for SEA as set by the SEA Directive.

Implementation and Monitoring

Once the Borough Council adopts Local Plan No.4, its effects will continue to be assessed against
sustainability indicators, to measure how well the Plan has contributed to sustainability (as well as
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monitoring the indicators for the Plan). The data collected will form the baseline to which future
effects are compared and the results will help inform the preparation of future revisions to existing
policies or sections of the Local Plan. The policies to be developed in the Plan will be monitored
through the Borough Council’'s Monitoring Report produced at least annually, which oversees and
reports on the progress of the Plan.
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1. Introduction

1.1 This Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report includes Stage B, Stage C and Stage D in the
Sustainability Appraisal process of assessing the Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 and the
process of appraising significant changes.

1.2 Stage A of the process involved the preparation of the Scoping Report which has informed this
SA Report. The Scoping Report was subject to consultation with the statutory consultation bodies
of Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency and with other relevant
consultees with social or economic responsibilities including:

o Bromsgrove District Council

o Feckenham Parish Council

e Malvern Hills District Council

e Sport England

e Stratford-on-Avon District Council
o West Mercia Constabulary

o Wyre Forest District Council

o Worcester City Council

o Worcestershire County Council

e Wychavon District Council

o Local Enterprise Partnerships (Worcestershire and Greater Birmingham and Solihull)

1.3 Plans which need to be subjected to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), under the
European Union SEA Directive (2001/42/EC), and Sustainability Appraisal, in accordance with the
2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act, Section 19 (5). This SA has had regard to the
former ODPM (now DCLG) documents ‘A Practical Guide to the SEA Directive: Practical Guidance
on Applying European Directive 2001/42/EC on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and
Programmes on the Environment 2005’ and ‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies
and Local Development Frameworks: Guidance for Regional Planning Bodies and Local Planning
Authorities’ (2005).

1.4 This SA Report deals with the requirements of both the SEA Directive Regulations and the SA
Regulations in the 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act. The Directive requires that
reference to Regulations in the SA Report should be clearly displayed. Therefore a table within the
contents page to this SA Report sets out the location (or locations) of the relevant information
within this document.

1.5 The SA aims to ensure that consideration has been given to which of the Local Plan’s
reasonable alternative options are the most sustainable in order to deal with the spatial planning
issues. The SA also aims to ensure that whatever emerges as the best option, that this is as
sustainable as possible and is the best approach when considering all reasonable alternatives in
line with the requirements of the SEA Directive. This helped to inform the proposed submission
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Local Plan No.4. It has been possible to suggest measures to mitigate against any predicted
adverse effects of any options and this is displayed in Section 7 of this updated SA Report.
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2. Local Plan No.4 Appropriate Assessment Screening Matrix

2.1 Appropriate Assessment (AA) is required under the European Directive 92/43/EEC on the
‘conservation of natural habitats and wild flora and fauna’ for plans that may have an impact on
European (Natura 2000) Sites. These sites include Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
designated for species and habitats and Special Protected Areas (SPAs) designated for birds. AA
is the assessment of the impacts of implementing a plan or policy on relevant Natura 2000 sites. Its
purpose is to consider the impacts of a land-use plan against the conservation objectives of the
site and to ascertain whether it would adversely affect the integrity of the site.

2.2 There are no Natura 2000 sites located in Redditch Borough. The closest is Bredon Hill, a
Special Area of Conservation located in Wychavon District. Due to the distance of the SAC from
the area covered by the Plan, it was considered unlikely that the implementation of the Plan would
have a significant effect on the SAC. However, as a precautionary measure, the Appropriate
Assessment Screening Matrix (based on European Commission Guidance, 2001) was applied to
the Plan and SAC to determine their relationship.

2.3 This screening assessment considers the policies and proposals contained in the proposed
submission Local Plan No.4 which covers the administrative area of Redditch Borough and
proposed cross-boundary development in the neighbouring districts of Bromsgrove and Stratford
on Avon, adjacent to the Borough boundary. The initial assessment concluded that the Local Plan
is not likely to have a significant effect on the SAC; and as such no further assessment would be
required. Following consideration of new matters which have been assessed as part of this SA,
there are no options, policies or objectives which alter the position that there would be no effects.

Appropriate Assessment

Brief description of the Plan

The Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 will cover the entire administrative area of Redditch
Borough but there is also likely to be significant cross-boundary development for housing or
employment in neighbouring Bromsgrove and Stratford on Avon Districts, adjacent to the
Redditch Borough boundary.

The draft objectives of Local Plan No.4 are:

1. To maintain and provide a high quality natural, rural and historic environment with a Green
Infrastructure network which maximises opportunities for biodiversity value, wildlife and
ecological connectivity;

2. To ensure that all new development in Redditch Borough will work towards the achievement
of being carbon neutral in line with the National Standards;

3. To reduce the causes of, minimise the impacts of and adapt to climate change;

4. To protect, promote and where possible enhance the quality of the Boroughs landscape and
Redditch Borough’s other distinctive features;
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5. To encourage safer, sustainable travel patterns, improve accessibility and maintain a
balanced road hierarchy and reduce the need to travel;

6. To enhance the visitor economy and Redditch’s cultural and leisure opportunities including
Abbey Stadium;

7. Reduce crime and anti social behaviour and the fear of crime through high quality design,
with regeneration achieved at Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow District Centres;

8. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres in the Borough by day and
night;

9. To have sufficient homes meeting demographic needs, including affordable housing,
providing for a range, mix, and type in the best locations, including on Strategic Sites;

10. To have a strong, attractive, diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient
employment land, including Strategic Sites and employees with higher skills levels;

11. To protect and enhance water, air and soil and minimise flood risk;

12. Ensuring there is a range of health facilities that support existing and new communities and
to promote the role of healthy living through good planning.

13. To have demonstrated compliance with the “duty to cooperate” by providing for Redditch’s
growth across local authority boundaries.

Brief description of the Natura 2000 site

Bredon Hill SAC covers an area of 359.86ha. It rises out of the Severn Vale in south-east
Worcestershire, 4km south-east of Evesham. It is effectively an outlying part of the Cotswold
escarpment, which lies close to the east, and is formed of the same Jurassic (205-142 million
years ago) rocks. The main mass of Bredon Hill is formed by clays and silts deposited in
shallow sea, which are overlain by the iron-rich sandy limestone of the Marlstone Rock. The top
of the hill is formed by the shallow marine sands and limestones of the Middle Jurassic Inferior
Oolite. A zone of large, fossil landslips can be seen on the southern slope of Bredon Hill, north
of Kemerton. These have occurred at the junction between the Inferior Oolite and the underlying
clays of the Lias. The clays form an impenetrable barrier to water, which seeps naturally through
the porous limestone above, forming a natural spring-line around the southern flanks of Bredon
Hill. Species resident on this site include the Violet click beetle (Limoniscus violaceus). It is a
very important site for fauna associated with decaying timber on ancient trees, including many
Red Data Book and Nationally Scarce invertebrate species.

Assessment Criteria

Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or in combination with
other plans or projects) likely to give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 site

The Plan is not likely to give rise to impacts (either alone or in combination with other plans and
projects) on the Natura 2000 site. None of the individual objectives, options or policies (including
alternatives for flexibility) are likely to impact on the Natura 2000 site.

Describe any likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the project (either alone or
in combination with other plans or projects) on the Natura 2000 site by virtue of size and
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scale, land take, distance from Natura 2000 site or key features of the site, resource
requirements (e.g. water abstraction, etc), emissions (disposal to land / water / air),
excavation requirements, transportation requirements, duration of construction,
operation, decommissioning, etc and other.

Plan area: The Plan applies to the whole of Redditch Borough. However, this Sustainability
Appraisal and Screening Matrix take into account the possibility of significant development
adjacent to Redditch for housing or employment in neighbouring Bromsgrove and Stratford
Districts.

Plan implementation period: It is anticipated that the Plan will be adopted in 2014 and will
cover the period up until 2030.

Size, scale, land-take: Coverage of Local Plan No.4 amounts to the extent of the Redditch
Borough Council Local Authority area. This assessment also covers land identified for potential
cross-boundary development to the northwest and northeast of the urban area of Redditch in
Bromsgrove and Stratford on Avon Districts.

Distance from Natura 2000 site: The southernmost part of the Redditch Borough boundary is
over 20 kilometres from the SAC. Proposed development is concentred in the north of the
Borough.

Physical changes resulting from the plan: The Plan will not result in any physical changes
that will impact on the SAC.

Resource requirements: The Plan will not result in resource requirements that will impact on
the SAC.

Emissions and waste: The Sustainability Appraisal that accompanies the Plan has an
objective to deal with waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy. Local Plan No.4 does not
go into detail on waste related matters and does encourage waste minimisation and allows
scope for waste treatment facilities if required.

Excavation requirements: The Plan does not require excavation work.

Transportation requirements: The Plan has an objective ‘To encourage safer, sustainable
travel patterns, improve accessibility and maintain a balanced road hierarchy and reduce the
need to travel;' and will require the provision of necessary transport infrastructure to support the
implementation of its development strategy. No impacts are envisaged on the Natura 2000 site.
Duration of construction, operation, decommissioning: Not applicable.

Impacts resulting from the plans objectives: The Plan and its objectives will not result in any
impacts upon the Natura 2000 site.

Describe any likely changes to the site arising as a result of reduction of habitat area,
disturbance to key species, habitat or species fragmentation, reduction in species
density, changes in key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality, etc) and
climate change.

Reduction of habitat area: There will be no physical reduction or changes of habitat area of
the SAC resulting from the Plan.

Disturbance to key species: The Plan will not result in disturbance to key species.

Habitat or species fragmentation: The Plan will not result in habitat or species fragmentation.
Reduction in species density: The Plan will not result in a reduction in species density.
Changes in key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality, etc): No changes are
expected in key indicators of conservation value as a result of implementation of the Plan.
Climate change: An objective of the Plan is ‘to reduce the causes of, minimise the impacts of,
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and adapt to climate change’. No negative effects are likely from the Plan.

Describe any likely impacts on the Natura 2000 site as a whole in terms of interference
with the key relationships that define the structure and function of the site.

No likely impacts on the SAC site (as a whole in terms of interference with the key relationships
that define the function or structure of the site) have been identified resulting from the Plan.

Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of effects set out above
in terms of loss, fragmentation, disruption, disturbance and change to key elements of
the site (e.g. water quality, etc).

Not applicable as the Plan will not impact on the SAC.

Describe from the above those elements of the plan, or combination of elements, where
the above impacts are likely to be significant or where the scale or magnitude of impacts
are not known.

Not applicable as the Plan will not impact on the SAC.
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3. Background to the Local Plan

3.1 Local Plan No.4 began its preparation in June 2007 with the commencement of the Scoping
Report and other evidence gathering. In an effort to frontload the process of preparation,
consultation bodies and the wider community were involved though informal consultation in the
refinement of aspects of the Core Strategy Issues and Options Document and helped to formulate
the Issues. Consultation was also undertaken at an early stage through a series of topic based
citizen and stakeholder panels, neighbourhood group meetings etc.

3.2 The issues for the Issues and Options Document were subject to consultation alongside a draft
SA Report between 9 May 2008 and 20 June 2008. Old Regulation 25 of the Town and Country
Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 required consultation on an Issues and
Options Document, which proposed the key Issues for Redditch Borough and options to resolve
those issues, as well as a draft Vision and Objectives.

3.3 The SA Report and comments received during consultation on Issues and Options helped to
formulate the Preferred Draft Core Strategy which was subject to an ongoing consultation between
31%" October 2008 - 8™ May 2009. The Preferred Draft Core Strategy presented the Borough
Council's most appropriate policy options after consideration of the context and all implications, in
order to resolve the key planning issues in Redditch Borough. Housing provision was focussed on
the identified capacity within the Borough at that time (2,243 dwellings).

3.4 The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Panel Report was published in September 2009.
The Panel Report recommended that Redditch Borough should aim to provide for 7,000 new
dwellings in the period up until 2026. Of which 4,000 dwellings to be provided within the Borough,
and 3,000 dwellings within the District of Bromsgrove adjacent to Redditch's boundaries. The
implications of increasing the Redditch related target to around 4,000 dwellings from the Redditch
Borough Council evidenced capacity of 2,243 dwellings presented in the Preferred Draft Core
Strategy meant that the preferred development strategy needed to be changed. During February -
March 2010 Redditch Borough Council consulted jointly with Bromsgrove District Council on a
change to Redditch's development strategy, development options within the Borough boundary
and cross boundary growth options in Bromsgrove District in.

3.5 Following the change of Government in May 2010, and its intention to abolish the West
Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS), Redditch Borough Council was given the option to
determine its own evidenced development targets. The Revised Preferred Draft Core Strategy
progressed with the Redditch-only proportion of its development needs in advance of further clarity
on the correct mechanisms for dealing with cross boundary growth from Central Government.

3.6 Following the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework in March 2012, and the
subsequent abolition of the WMRSS in May 2013, Redditch Borough Council had responsibility to
determine its own evidenced development targets based on, amongst other things, the Borough’s
objectively assessed housing need. The impacts of the locally generated housing strategy have
been assessed through Sustainability Appraisal and the revocation of the WMRSS has been
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considered as the Local Plan No.4 has progressed towards submission. Under the remit of the
Duty to Cooperate, Redditch Borough Council addressed the issue of cross boundary growth to
meet its development needs with Bromsgrove District Council. The Housing Growth Development
Study, which informed the Draft BORLP4, was undertaken jointly by the two Local Authorities and
was subject to a specific Sustainability Appraisal.

3.7 During the Examination Hearing Sessions into BORLP4 in September 2014, it became
apparent that the format and presentation of former Sustainability Appraisals did not
comprehensively reflect the Plan’s progression to submission and the justification for the Plan’s
housing strategy. This SA intends to rectify this position and seeks to present all the site selection
and development option information in a comprehensive manner.
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4. Sustainability Appraisal Stages and Tasks
4.1 This SA Report includes Stage B and Stage C of the SA process, however Stage D is

completed as part of consultation on the SA Report, specifically Stage D2(i) for appraising
significant changes. The whole SA process is described in the flow diagram below.

The Five Stages of the Sustainability Appraisal Process:

STAGE A: Set context and objectives, establish baseline and decide on the scope

STAGE B: Test the Plan’s strategic objectives against the SA Framework, develop and refine options, predict and
assess effects, identify mitigation measures and develop proposals for monitoring

Stage B of the Sustainability Appraisal process involves the following:

B1: Testing the Local Plan strategic objectives against the SA Framework

B2: Developing the Local Plan options

B3: Predicting the effects of the options of the Local Plan

B4: Evaluating the effects of the options of the Local Plan

B5: Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects

B6: Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of implementing the Local Plan

STAGE C: Document the appraisal process

|

STAGE D: Consult on the plan and SA Report

o D1: Public participation on the Plan and the SA Report
e D2(i): Appraising significant changes

v
STAGE E: Monitor the implementation of the plan
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Stage B1: Testing Local Plan No.4 Objectives against the Sustainability

Appraisal Framework

5. Sustainability Appraisal Objectives

5.1 Outlined below are the 18 objectives which constitute the Sustainability Appraisal Objectives.

These

objectives are taken from the SA Framework which was developed and refined through

consultation on the Scoping Report.

5.2 Following these are the 13 draft objectives developed for the Borough of Redditch Local Plan
No.4, formulated in conjunction with the public and other stakeholders during informal and formal
consultation. The SA Objectives are used to test the draft objectives for the Local Plan. The
findings can be found in a matrix at Table 1.

1.

w

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
recovery, disposal;

Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change;

To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel patterns;

Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate employment land,
infrastructure and skills base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural;

To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions that
affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in
the local community;

Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives;

Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources;

Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas;

To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational attainment;

Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality;

To conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity;

To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce inequalities in health;
Provide decent affordable housing for all, of all the right quality and tenure for local needs,
in clean, safe and pleasant local environments;

To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce;

Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour;

Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development
proposals;

Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space
and biodiversity interest;
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18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low carbon

sources.

Objectives of Local Plan No.4

10

11.

12.

13.

To maintain and provide a high quality natural, rural and historic environment with a
multifunctional Green Infrastructure network which maximises opportunities for enhancing
biodiversity value, wildlife and ecological connectivity;

To ensure that all new development in Redditch Borough will work towards the
achievement of being carbon neutral in line with the National Standards;

To reduce the causes of, minimise the impacts of and adapt to climate change;

To protect, promote and where possible enhance the quality of the Boroughs landscape
and Redditch Borough'’s other distinctive features;

To encourage safer, sustainable travel patterns, improve accessibility and maintain a
balanced road hierarchy and reduce the need to travel;

To enhance the visitor economy and Redditch’s cultural and leisure opportunities including
Abbey Stadium;

Reduce crime and anti social behaviour and the fear of crime through high quality design
and infrastructure, with regeneration achieved at Matchborough, Winyates and Woodrow
District Centres;

To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres in the Borough by day and
night by promoting a vibrant mix of uses including residential;

To have sufficient homes meeting demographic needs, including affordable housing,
providing for a range, mix, and type in the best locations, including on Strategic Sites;

. To have a strong, attractive, diverse and enterprising economic base with sufficient

employment land, including Strategic Sites. Redditch will have employees with higher skills
levels with strengthened links between business and education;

To protect and enhance water, air and soil and minimise flood risk;

Ensuring there is a range of health facilities that support existing and new communities and
to promote the role of healthy living through good planning;

To have demonstrated compliance with the “duty to cooperate” by providing for Redditch’s
growth across local authority boundaries.
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Testing objectives

5.3 The proposed submission Local Plan No.4 Objectives have been checked against the SA
Objectives. This has enabled conflicts between objectives to be identified and the draft Local Plan
Objectives have been adjusted to make them as consistent as possible with the aims of
sustainability. Comments received during all consultations have informed changes to the SA
Objectives and Local Plan Objectives and this matrix has been updated to take into account any
recommended changes to the Objectives made since these consultations.

5.4 The sustainability matrix below is a tool for testing the SA Objectives against the Local Plan
Objectives. This analysis is helpful to prioritise which of the objectives are more important to
achieve. The matrix consists of a marking system, where a colour represents the level of conflict or
compatibility.

e For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Positively compatible