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1. Introduction

1.1 This is the Scoping Report as part of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) for the Borough of
Redditch Local Development Framework.

1.2 The Scoping Report incorporates the requirements for a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) of Redditch Borough Council's Local Development Framework. As identified in Section 39
of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, a SA is required for all Local Development
Documents (LDDs). This Scoping Report represents the first stage (Stage A) in the SA process
assessing Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents
(SPDs). In line with the current Local Development Scheme this Scoping Report is specifically
tailored to consider the Core Strategy Development Plan Document, as the only LDD in the LDS.
However future LDDs will use this Scoping Report as the basis for its SA process.

Purpose of this Report

1.3 This Scoping Report follows a five stage approach as outlined below:

Figure 1: Five stages of the Scoping Report

Identify other relevant policies, plans and programmes
Collect baseline information
Identify sustainability issues and problems
Develop the Sustainability Appraisal Framework

Consult on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal

1.4 Stage A of the Sustainability Appraisal process (consisting of this Scoping Report) was
undertaken during the pre-production stage of the Core Strategy DPD. The Scoping Report set
out a series of questions for stakeholders to answer in order to ascertain if the focus of the
Sustainability Appraisal is correct and if there are any issues which have not yet been considered.
These questions are detailed in the relevant places throughout this Scoping Report.

1.5 Sustainability Appraisal allows the policies and plans to be aligned alongside sustainability
criteria from development to adoption. The SA report will enable any implications of potentially
conflicting environmental, social or economic factors to be taken into account at an early stage. It
is also intended to demonstrate how the Borough Council has considered environmental, social
and economic issues, thus ensuring that sustainability remains at the core of decision-making
when progressing the LDF.

What is Sustainability?

1.6 In terms of defining sustainability, a widely accepted definition is found in the Bruntland
Report (Our Common Future, 1987), where it is stated that sustainability is “Development which
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs.”

Borough of Redditch Local Development Framework — Scoping Report (9" May 2008) 1



1.7 Sustainability covers three mains aspects. These are:
environmental issues
social issues
economic issues

1.8 The ‘UK Strategy for Sustainable Development’ (1999) outlines four main objectives which
must be realised in order for sustainable development to be achieved. These are:

“social progress which recognises the needs of everyone;

effective protection of the environment;

prudent use of natural resources; and

maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment.”

1.9 A Sustainability Appraisal is a useful tool, in which the four aims of sustainable development
are taken into account and addressed when developing a Local Development Framework.

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal

1.10 In 2001, Directive 2001/42/EC was adopted by the European Union, necessitating the
assessment of any effects that relevant plans and programmes would have on the environment.
This Directive is commonly known as the ‘SEA Directive’. The SEA Directive requires that the
Sustainability Appraisal consider the effects of the LDF on the following issues:

Population

Human Health

Material Assets

Cultural Heritage

Biodiversity

Air

Water

Soil

1.11 All Local Authorities must undertake a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as prescribed in the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, for each DPD and SPD forming part of the LDF.
SA is a statutory requirement alongside the requirements of the SEA. The SA process identifies
policies that strongly support sustainable development principles and also exposes policies that
may not be in accordance with an aspect of sustainable development. The SA will aim to
assimilate environmental, social and economic objectives into the LDF.

1.12 The latest Government advice states that the requirements of the SEA Directive should be
incorporated into the wider SA process to ensure that consideration is made of social,
environmental and economic effects. The following table sets out the SEA Regulations
requirements and identified those sections of the Scoping Report in which these requirements
have been met.

Figure 2: SEA Requirements

SEA Regulations Requirements Location in Scoping Report

The relationship of the plan or programme Stage A1, Identify relevant Plans, Policies,
with other relevant plans and programmes Programmes and Sustainability Objectives,
(Annex I(a)) (Pages6-7)
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SEA Regulations Requirements

The environmental protection objectives
established at international, community or
national level which are relevant to the plan or
programmes and the way those objectives
and any environmental considerations have
been taken into account during its preparation
(Annex | (e))

Relevant aspects of the current state of the
environment and the likely evolution thereof
without implementation of the plan or
programme and the environmental
characteristics of the areas likely to be
significantly affected (Annex | (b), (c))

Any existing environmental problems which
are relevant to the plan or programme
including, in particular, those relating to any
areas of particular environmental importance,
such as areas pursuant to Directives
79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC (Annex | (d))

Consultation

Location in Scoping Report

Appendix A — Review of PPPs (Pages 29 -
66)

Appendix A — Review of PPPs (Pages 29 -
66)

Appendix B — Baseline Data (Pages 67 -
121)

Stage A3 - Identify Sustainability Issues and
Problems (Pages 9 - 14)

1.13 In accordance with the requirements of the SEA Directive this Scoping Report consults three
designated bodies. These are English Heritage, English Nature and the Environment Agency.
This Scoping Report will be issued to these three bodies for consultation over a 5 week period
between 1st October 2007 and 5t November. As required by Government guidance on SA and by
Planning Policy Statement 12, other relevant agencies or bodies with social, environmental or
economic responsibilities may also be consulted on this Scoping Report. The additional

consultee’s are listed below:

Advantage West Midlands
Bromsgrove District Council
Feckenham Parish Council

Government Office of the West Midlands

Malvern District Council

Sport England

West Mercia Constabulary
Wyre Forest District Council
Worcester City Council
Worcestershire County Council
Wychavon District Council

Redditch Borough Council Internal Officer Consultation

1.14 The purpose of this early consultation is to ascertain the social, environmental and economic

issues that consultees consider to be relevant to Redditch, and also to establish whether

consultee’s hold additional baseline information for the area that has not previously been

considered. Furthermore the consultation seeks to determine whether any documents or
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strategies that the relevant bodies have produced, and which have not been previously assessed,
need to be reviewed as part of the SA process.

Five stage approach to Sustainability Appraisal

1.15 The guidance contained in ‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local
Development Frameworks’ (November 2005) sets out a number of stages that are involved in the
preparation of a SA. This Scoping Report represents ‘Stage A’ in the process, in which the scope
and the level of detail to be included in the initial Sustainability Report and the final Sustainability
Report for each LDD is determined. The process, including the various stages, is detailed below.

Figure 3: Stages in the Sustainability Appraisal process

STAGE A: Set context and objectives, establish baseline and decide on the scope

STAGE B: Test the LDD objectives against the SA Framework, develop and refine LDD
options, predict and assess LDD effects, identify mitigation measures and develop proposals
for monitoring

STAGE C: Document the appraisal process in a report

STAGE D: Consult on the preferred options of the LDD and SA Report, appraise significant
changes and make decisions

STAGE E: Monitor significant effects of implementing the LDD

Approach

1.16 The approach to this Scoping Report (incorporating the Strategic Environmental Assessment
requirements) is the approach advocated in the Government's consultation draft guidance
‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Frameworks’
September 2004, ODPM. This report is also prepared in accordance with ‘A Practical Guide to
the Strategic Environmental Assessment’ ODPM, September 2005. The Scoping Report is
however, written in the context of the Local Development Framework for Redditch Borough.

1.17 The term Sustainability Appraisal will be used throughout this report but it is important to
remember that this term refers both to the SA and the SEA.

1.18 In accordance with the SEA Directive a thorough assessment of the environmental
consequences of implementing the policies and the preferred options in LDDs is vital. The SEA
Directive requires the following information to be included in a Scoping Report:

The relationship of the LDD with other relevant plans and programmes;
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An examination of the state of the Borough and the identification of the key issues that
could affect sustainability in the area;

Identification of any further environmental problems;

Consultation on the scope and level of detail of the Environmental Report with relevant
environmental consultees.

1.19 The area to which this Scoping Report relates is the whole of the Borough of Redditch, but
this area is flexible in the boundaries it covers. The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy
Phase Two review process is underway, and this review is indicating that Redditch Borough will
have to meet a proportion of its housing and employment targets across its boundaries in
Bromsgrove and/or Stratford on Avon Districts (contiguous to Redditch’s urban area). Until
Redditch Borough Council receive further clarification on this cross-boundary issue, the Scoping
Report will collect information on areas surrounding the Borough.
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STAGE A1 - Identify relevant Plans, Policies,
Programmes and Sustainability Objectives

2. Relevant Plans Policies and Programmes

2.1 The SA/SEA must be framed in the context of intemnational, national, regional and local
objectives, as well as strategic planning, transport, environmental and economic policies. All
Local Development Documents can be influenced by other Plans, Policies or Programmes
(PPPs). Therefore it is necessary to identify any relevant PPPs and their objectives, which are
relevant to the production of the Borough of Redditch Local Development Framework. These
relevant PPPs are listed below:

International

The Kyoto Agreement, United Nations (1992)

European Spatial Development Perspective (1999)

European Sustainable Development Strategy (2001)

European Directive 92/43/EEC - Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna
(1992)

European Directive 2000/60/EC - Water Framework Directive (2000)

European Directive (75/442/EEC, as amended) - Waste Framework Directive (1975)
The Directive to Promote Electricity from Renewable Energy (2001/77/EC)

Aarhus Convention (1998)

EU Sixth Environmental Action Plan (2002 - 2012)

European Birds Directive (1979)

European Air Quality Directive (2000)

European Landscape Convention (2006)

National

PPS 1: Delivering Sustainable Development (2005)

Planning Policy Statement: Planning and Climate Change — Supplement to PPS1 (2007)
PPG 2: Green Belts (2001)

PPS 3: Housing (2006)

PPG 4: Industrial, Commercial Development and Small Firms (1992)

PPS 4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Development — Consultation Draft (2007)
PPS 6: Planning for Town Centres (2005)

PPS 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (2004)

PPS 8: Telecommunications (2001)

PPS 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (2005)

PPS 10: Planning and Sustainable Waste Management (2005)

PPS 11: Regional Spatial Strategies (2004)

PPS 12: Local Development Frameworks (2004)

Creating Local Development Frameworks: A Companion Guide to PPS12 (2004)
PPG 13: Transport (2001)

PPG 14: Development on Unstable Land (1990)

PPG 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (1994)

PPG 16: Archaeology and Planning (1990)

PPG 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (2002)

PPS 22: Renewable Energy (2004)

PPS 23: Planning and Pollution Control (2004)
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PPS 24: Planning and Noise (2001)

PPS 25: Development and Flood Risk (2006)

Securing the Future: Delivering UK Sustainable Development Strategy (2005)

Safer Places: The Planning System and Crime Prevention (2004)

By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System — Towards Better Practice (2000)
Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (2003)

The Countryside Agency: Planning for Quality of Life in Rural England (1999)

UK Waste Strategy (2000)

Waste Strategy for England (2007)

Untapped Potential: Identifying and Delivering Residential Development on Previously Developed
Land (2007)

A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woods and Forests (2007)

Code for Sustainable Homes: A Step Change in Sustainable Home Building Practice (2006)
Water for Life and Livelihoods, River Basin Planning: Summary of Significant Water Management
Issues: Severn River Basin District, Consultation Document (2007)

Our Countryside the Future White Paper (2000)

Character of England Map (1996)

Planning Circular 3/99

Environment Agency Groundwater Protection: Policy and Practice Public Consultation (2007)
Our NHS, The Future — NHS Next Stage Review — Interim Report (2007)

White Paper — Our Health, Our Care, Our Say: a new direction for community services (2005)
Hidden Infrastructure: The pressures on Environmental Infrastructure (2007)

The Historic Environment: A force for our future (2001)

Heritage Protection For The 21st Century - White Paper (2007)

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (1979)

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Water Services Infrastructure Guide: A Planning Framework (2007)

Regional

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (2004)

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Two Revision — Draft Preferred Options (2007)
West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy — Phase Two Revision: Spatial Options (2007)

Regional Sustainable Development Framework — Version 2 (2006)

West Midlands Regional Energy Strategy (2004)

The Regional Cultural Strategy — Cultural Life in the West Midlands (2001 - 2006)

West Midlands Regional Centres Study (2006)

West Midlands Regional Housing Strategy (2006 - 2021)

The West Midlands Visitor Economy Strategy (2004 — 2010)

Culture West Midlands — Valuing People and Places: Priorities for Action (2005)

A State of the Region Update Report (2005)

West Midlands RSS Infrastructure Review Report, Final Draft (2007)

A Study to Examine the Interface between Housing and the Economy in the West Midlands: A
Final Report to Advantage West Midlands (2007)

West Midlands Economic Strategy (WMRES) Connecting to Success (2007)

West Midlands Regional Flood Risk Report (2007)

A Regional Plan for Sport in the West Midlands (2004 - 2008)

West Midlands Airports Environmental Baseline Reference Document (2006)

South Housing Market Partnership Strategic Housing Market Assessment of the South Housing
Market Area of the West Midlands (2007)

A Recommended West Midlands Regional Freight Strategy - MDS Transmodal Limited and Mott
Macdonald (2005)

Investing for Health — A Strategic Framework for the West Midlands (2007 —2012)
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West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy: The Impact of Housing Growth on Public Water
Supplies (2007)

West Midlands Green Infrastructure Prospectus (2007)

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy: The Impact of Housing Growth on Water Quality and
Waste Water Infrastructure (2007)

County and Borough

Worcestershire Local Transport Plan No.2 (2006 — 2011)

Worcestershire County Council Waste Core Strategy - Submission version (2007)
Worcestershire County Structure Plan (with saved policies) (1996- 2011)
Worcestershire Local Area Agreement (2006 - 2009)

Worcestershire Community Strategy (2003 — 2013)

Worcestershire Climate Change Strategy (2004/5)

Worcestershire Economic Strategy (2004 — 2014)

Worcestershire Countryside Access and Recreation Strategy (2003 — 2013)
The Warwickshire Avon Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS) (2006)
Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan

A New Look at the Landscapes of Worcestershire (2004)

Worcestershire County Council Tourism Strategy (2002 — 2005)
Stratford-on-Avon District Council Local Plan Review (2006)
Stratford-on-Avon District Council Issues and Options Document (2007)
Bromsgrove District Council Issues and Options Document (2005)

Borough of Redditch Community Strategy 20:20 vision (2003)

Redditch Borough Council Corporate and Performance Plan (2006 - 2009)
Redditch Borough Council Housing Strategy (2005 — 2009)

Redditch New Town Planning Proposals (1966)

Redditch Biodiversity Action Programme (2001)

Feckenham Parish Plan (2006)

Redditch Borough Council Housing Needs Survey (2006)

2.2 A review of the implications which these PPPs could have for the Sustainability Appraisal and
for the LDF has been completed at Appendix A. New PPPs will be reviewed as they emerge or
are revised. With the preparation of each new LDD, the PPPs will be reviewed and any conflicts
or inconsistencies will be recorded. The review of the PPPs has provided some relevant
indicators or targets useful for testing and refining the Sustainability Objectives.

Key points from the PPP review

2.3 From the review of the PPPs the Borough Council has identified some key points that should
be taken into account during the progression of the LDF and potentially any associated
Sustainability Appraisals.

2.4 An examination of the relationships between the PPPs will highlight synergies to be exploited
as well as inconsistencies or constraints to be avoided. Many of the PPPs have the same
objectives; therefore the implications for the LDDs and the SA are the same in many instances.
There are no identified conflicts between objectives and the implications for the LDDs and SA are
consistent, therefore it has not been necessary to indicate preferences in terms of the
precedence of plans and guidance.

QUESTION 1: Can you think of any other relevant plans, policies, programmes or
objectives that may be relevant to the Borough of Redditch Local Development
Framework?
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STAGE A2 - Collect baseline information

3. Collection of Baseline Data

3.1 Baseline information has been collected in order to help identify environmental, social and
economic issues in Redditch. Sufficient baseline data has been collected to ensure that we have
a sound understanding of the current and potential future state of the area to which the Local
Development Framework relates. This has enabled the effects on sustainability, resulting from the
LDF, to be adequately predicted.

3.2 It is important to note that at the time of preparing this Scoping Report, the Regional Spatial
Strategy for the West Midlands is undergoing a review. A spatial options document was published
for consultation early in 2007 and this identified options for strategic growth for Redditch Borough.
The document stated that in terms of meeting the needs of Redditch, potential options for growth
may involve development in neighbouring Districts. In order to assess the potential for growth in
neighbouring Districts, it has been necessary, where practicable, to collect baseline information
relevant to the surrounding parts of Redditch Borough.

3.3 The baseline information collected has had a number of positive functions:
it has helped to formulate SA objectives
it has highlighted any sustainability issues
it has established targets or thresholds that currently exist

it has provided the basis for monitoring effects, which in tun helps to identify if
sustainability is no longer being achieved.

3.4 Government guidance on Sustainability Appraisal includes a list of possible sources of
information, which have been used for evidence gathering for this report. The sources include
international, national, regional and local level sources. All of these sources have been
researched for possible relevant information and a baseline summary is set out in Appendix B.
Other sources of information were also explored because not all of the baseline data suggested
in the Government guidance can be collected. Neither are all of the data sources relevant to the
Borough of Redditch LDF. As and when any missing data becomes available at the local level, it
will be possible for future Sustainability Appraisals to include this information.

Baseline Results

3.5 Some of the main issues arising from the baseline information gathering exercise have been
summarised in Appendix B.

QUESTION 2: Do you think there is any more relevant baseline data which isn’t in
Appendix B?

QUESTION 3: Is there anything inaccurate in Appendix B or not relevant?
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STAGE A3 - Identify sustainability issues and problems
4. Identifying Sustainability Issues

4.1 Identifying sustainability issues helps define key issues and options for the LDF and gives us
an opportunity to develop sustainable objectives and options. The sustainability issues have been
identified predominantly through the analysis of the baseline assessment, the SEA Directive
requirements and from the issues resulting from the review of relevant Plans, Policies and
Programmes (PPPs). These sustainability issues may be more pertinent to some DPDs than
others. The relevant evidence supporting each issue is displayed in the tables below.

4.2 SEA guidance requires that biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water,
air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architecture and archaeological
heritage and landscape issues need to be addressed. Also, in light of the SA requirements,
economic and social issues, as well as these environmental issues, have been identified.
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STAGE A4 - Develop the Sustainability Appraisal Framework

5. Worcestershire County Council Joint SA Framework

5.1 Worcestershire County Council, in conjunction with the Local Authorities of Worcestershire has been
coordinating a joint SA Framework for the County. A set of generic sustainability objectives have been
developed, based upon the West Midlands Regional Sustainable Development Framework (RSDF). The
objectives in the RSDF were in turn based upon the objectives set nationally in the UK’s document ‘Securing
the Future’.

5.2 The joint SA Objectives formed at Worcestershire County Council level were developed in cooperation with
all Local Authorities in Worcestershire, with the aim of having a robust set of objectives relevant to the whole of
Worcestershire. It is necessary to change the objectives where the Borough Council sees fit. This enables the
objectives to be responsive to Redditch needs and for us to include these as our SA Objectives in this Scoping
Report.

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Framework

5.3 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework comprises a set of sustainability objectives, decision-making
criteria and indicators based upon those developed in the Worcestershire joint SA Framework. This framework
can be used to assess the sustainability of the policies and objectives contained in the LDF.

5.4 To monitor the actual impacts of proposals in a LDD, a robust set of measurable indicators have been
developed based on the decision-making criteria. The issues and their related Sustainability Objectives are
detailed below and further information on the decision-making criteria, the indicators and the available data is
contained in Appendix C to this Scoping Report.

Table 2: Sustainability Appraisal Framework

Economic

Vitality and viability of (9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

centres access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio-
economic status or educational attainment

Local economy (4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst

ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural

(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives

(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce
Business diversity (4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst
ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural

(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives

(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce
Environmental
Climate change (2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change

(18) Promoting resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low carbon
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Reducing the need to travel
Biodiversity

Natural resources

Making the most efficient
use of land

Landscape and Townscape
character

Water quality and water
resources

Soil and air quality
Foul Drainage

Manage waste in
accordance with the waste
hierarchy

Resource efficiency

Openness of the green belt

Agricultural land

Flooding and flood risk

Local Distinctiveness

Social
Cultural heritage

Historic Environment
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sources
(3) to reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel patterns
(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources

(11) To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity
(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources

(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

(11) To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity

(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources

(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest
(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality

(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources

(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources
(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources
(
"

)
)
1) To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,
ecovery and disposal

(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives

(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low carbon
sources

(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality

(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest
(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality

(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest
(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely
contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas

(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality

(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek welk
designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals

(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well-
designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals
(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well-
designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals
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Affordable housing

Local services and facilities

Crime and fear of crime

Skills and education

Open space

Access to good quality

sports facilities

Deprivation

High quality design and
architecture

Health and welkbeing

(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the right quality and tenure for
local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments

(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio-
economic status or educational attainment

(5) To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions that affect
their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local
community

(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime and antisocial behaviour
(4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst
ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural

(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce

(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio-
economic status or educational attainment

(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most
versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land
and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest
(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment

(12) To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce inequalities in health
(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,
especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives

(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -
economic status or educational attainment

(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and tenure
for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments

(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce
(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and tenure
for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments

(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well-
designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals

(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable
access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio-
economic status or educational attainment
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5.5 The objectives listed below will form the basis of the Sustainability Framework for assessing
the objectives of DPDs or SPDs. The sustainability objectives are notlisted in order of priority.

1.
2.

3.
4.

10.
1.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,
compost, recovery, disposal;

Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change;

To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel patterns;
Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills
base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural;

To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions
that affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social
responsibility in the local community;

Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low
impact, especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology
initiatives;

Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources;

Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not
adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all
other areas;

To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and
equitable access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socio - economic status or educational attainment;

Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality;

To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity;

To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce inequalities in
health;

Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and
tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments;

To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce;

Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour;

Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek
well-designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development
proposals;

Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and
most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously
developed land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open
space and biodiversity interest;

Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low
carbon sources.

QUESTION 5: Are these Sustainability Objectives suitable or are there any which need

removing or adding?

Testing objectives

5.6 The objectives in LDDs must be checked against the sustainability objectives listed under
Stage A4. This enables conflicts between objectives to be highlighted which makes it possible to
adjust them if necessary in order to make them as consistent as possible with the aims of
sustainability. In general, the LDD objectives and the sustainability objectives will be consistent
with one another, however occasionally they may overlap in terms of their desired outcomes.
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Testing the compatibility of the objectives is not conducted as part of the Scoping Report process,
this is detailed further in the Sustainability Appraisal Report.

5.7 The sustainability matrix below exemplifies the analysis that will be used to compare the
sustainability objectives with the objectives of the LDDs. The matrix will be used as part of the
Sustainability Appraisal Report for each LDD. This analysis will be helpful to prioritise the
objectives. The matrix consists of a marking system, where a colour will represent the level of
conflict or compatibility.

For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Positive compatible’ — LDD objectives support the
sustainability objectives and no changes are advised;

For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Potentially positive’ — LDD objectives may be
sustainable perhaps with mitigation measures set out in the Sustainability Appraisal
Report;

For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Neutral’ — LDD objectives do not relate to the
sustainability objectives or the LDD objective had negative and positive outcomes in
balance;

For objectives that are deemed to have ‘Possible conflict’ — LDD objectives conflict with
sustainability objectives. The LDD objective needs to have mitigating measures as
detailed in the Sustainability Report; and

For objectives that are deemed to have ‘No relationship/Unsure’ — Either there is no
identifiable relationship or information is not available to appraise the objective.

Figure 4: Matrix testing the compatibility of the sustainability objectives and the LDD
objectives

Positive compatible
Potentially positive
Neutral

Possible conflict

No relationship/Unsure
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STAGE A5 - Consult on the scope of the Sustainability
Appraisal

6. Consultation on the SA Scoping Report

6.1 In accordance with Government regulations this Scoping Report for the Borough of Redditch
Local Development Framework was put out for consultation with the statutory SEA consultation
bodies of Natural England, English Heritage, and the Environment Agency. The consultation
period lasted for 5 weeks between 1st October 2007 and 5th November 2007. We requested that
responses should be based upon the questions (1 to 5) in this Scoping Report. The Borough
Council also accepted late submissions.

All comments received we summarised and responded to by Officers. The summaries, responses
and suggested changes are all presented in a table at Appendix D of this Scoping Report.
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	1. Introduction


	1. Introduction


	1.1 This is the Scoping Report as part of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) for the Borough of

Redditch Local Development Framework.


	1.2 The Scoping Report incorporates the requirements for a Strategic Environmental Assessment

(SEA) of Redditch Borough Council’s Local Development Framework. As identified in Section 39

of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, a SA is required for all Local Development

Documents (LDDs). This Scoping Report represents the first stage (Stage A) in the SA process

assessing Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents

(SPDs). In line with the current Local Development Scheme this Scoping Report is specifically

tailored to consider the Core Strategy Development Plan Document, as the only LDD in the LDS.

However future LDDs will use this Scoping Report as the basis for its SA process.


	Purpose of this Report


	1.3 This Scoping Report follows a five stage approach as outlined below:


	Figure 1: Five stages of the Scoping Report


	Identify other relevant policies, plans and programmes


	Figure
	Collect baseline information


	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Identify sustainability issues and problems


	Develop the Sustainability Appraisal Framework


	Consult on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal
	1.4 Stage A of the Sustainability Appraisal process (consisting of this Scoping Report) was

undertaken during the pre-production stage of the Core Strategy DPD. The Scoping Report set

out a series of questions for stakeholders to answer in order to ascertain if the focus of the

Sustainability Appraisal is correct and if there are any issues which have not yet been considered.

These questions are detailed in the relevant places throughout this Scoping Report.


	1.5 Sustainability Appraisal allows the policies and plans to be aligned alongside sustainability

criteria from development to adoption. The SA report will enable any implications of potentially

conflicting environmental, social or economic factors to be taken into account at an early stage. It

is also intended to demonstrate how the Borough Council has considered environmental, social

and economic issues, thus ensuring that sustainability remains at the core of decision-making

when progressing the LDF.


	What is Sustainability?


	1.6 In terms of defining sustainability, a widely accepted definition is found in the Bruntland

Report (Our Common Future, 1987), where it is stated that sustainability is “Development which

meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet

their own needs.”
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	1.7 Sustainability covers three mains aspects. These are:


	1.7 Sustainability covers three mains aspects. These are:


	environmental issues


	environmental issues


	social issues


	economic issues



	1.8 The ‘UK Strategy for Sustainable Development’ (1999) outlines four main objectives which

must be realised in order for sustainable development to be achieved. These are:


	“social progress which recognises the needs of everyone;


	“social progress which recognises the needs of everyone;


	effective protection of the environment;


	prudent use of natural resources; and


	maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment.”



	1.9 A Sustainability Appraisal is a useful tool, in which the four aims of sustainable development

are taken into account and addressed when developing a Local Development Framework.


	Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal


	1.10 In 2001, Directive 2001/42/EC was adopted by the European Union, necessitating the

assessment of any effects that relevant plans and programmes would have on the environment.

This Directive is commonly known as the ‘SEA Directive’. The SEA Directive requires that the

Sustainability Appraisal consider the effects of the LDF on the following issues:


	Population


	Population


	Human Health


	Material Assets


	Cultural Heritage


	Biodiversity


	Air


	Water


	Soil



	1.11 All Local Authorities must undertake a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as prescribed in the

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, for each DPD and SPD forming part of the LDF.

SA is a statutory requirement alongside the requirements of the SEA. The SA process identifies

policies that strongly support sustainable development principles and also exposes policies that

may not be in accordance with an aspect of sustainable development. The SA will aim to

assimilate environmental, social and economic objectives into the LDF.

1.12 The latest Government advice states that the requirements of the SEA Directive should be

incorporated into the wider SA process to ensure that consideration is made of social,

environmental and economic effects. The following table sets out the SEA Regulations

requirements and identified those sections of the Scoping Report in which these requirements

have been met.


	1.11 All Local Authorities must undertake a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as prescribed in the

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, for each DPD and SPD forming part of the LDF.

SA is a statutory requirement alongside the requirements of the SEA. The SA process identifies

policies that strongly support sustainable development principles and also exposes policies that

may not be in accordance with an aspect of sustainable development. The SA will aim to

assimilate environmental, social and economic objectives into the LDF.

1.12 The latest Government advice states that the requirements of the SEA Directive should be

incorporated into the wider SA process to ensure that consideration is made of social,

environmental and economic effects. The following table sets out the SEA Regulations

requirements and identified those sections of the Scoping Report in which these requirements

have been met.



	Figure 2: SEA Requirements


	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	SEA Regulations Requirements 

	TD
	Figure
	Location in Scoping Report




	The relationship of the plan or programme

with other relevant plans and programmes

(Annex I(a))


	The relationship of the plan or programme

with other relevant plans and programmes

(Annex I(a))


	Stage A1, Identify relevant Plans, Policies,

Programmes and Sustainability Objectives,

(Pages 6 - 7)
	Stage A1, Identify relevant Plans, Policies,

Programmes and Sustainability Objectives,

(Pages 6 - 7)
	Stage A1, Identify relevant Plans, Policies,

Programmes and Sustainability Objectives,

(Pages 6 - 7)
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	Part
	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	SEA Regulations Requirements 

	TD
	Figure
	Location in Scoping Report




	Appendix A – Review of PPPs (Pages 29 -

66)


	TD
	Appendix A – Review of PPPs (Pages 29 -

66)



	The environmental protection objectives

established at international, community or

national level which are relevant to the plan or

programmes and the way those objectives

and any environmental considerations have

been taken into account during its preparation

(Annex I (e))


	The environmental protection objectives

established at international, community or

national level which are relevant to the plan or

programmes and the way those objectives

and any environmental considerations have

been taken into account during its preparation

(Annex I (e))


	Appendix A – Review of PPPs (Pages 29 –

66)



	Relevant aspects of the current state of the

environment and the likely evolution thereof

without implementation of the plan or

programme and the environmental

characteristics of the areas likely to be

significantly affected (Annex I (b), (c))


	Relevant aspects of the current state of the

environment and the likely evolution thereof

without implementation of the plan or

programme and the environmental

characteristics of the areas likely to be

significantly affected (Annex I (b), (c))


	Appendix B – Baseline Data (Pages 67 –

121)



	Any existing environmental problems which

are relevant to the plan or programme

including, in particular, those relating to any

areas of particular environmental importance,

such as areas pursuant to Directives

79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC (Annex I (d))


	Any existing environmental problems which

are relevant to the plan or programme

including, in particular, those relating to any

areas of particular environmental importance,

such as areas pursuant to Directives

79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC (Annex I (d))


	Stage A3 – Identify Sustainability Issues and

Problems (Pages 9 - 14)


	Stage A3 – Identify Sustainability Issues and

Problems (Pages 9 - 14)


	Stage A3 – Identify Sustainability Issues and

Problems (Pages 9 - 14)






	Consultation


	1.13 In accordance with the requirements of the SEA Directive this Scoping Report consults three

designated bodies. These are English Heritage, English Nature and the Environment Agency.

This Scoping Report will be issued to these three bodies for consultation over a 5 week period

between 1st October 2007 and 5th November. As required by Government guidance on SA and by

Planning Policy Statement 12, other relevant agencies or bodies with social, environmental or

economic responsibilities may also be consulted on this Scoping Report. The additional

consultee’s are listed below:


	Advantage West Midlands


	Advantage West Midlands


	Bromsgrove District Council


	Feckenham Parish Council


	Government Office of the West Midlands


	Malvern District Council


	Sport England


	West Mercia Constabulary


	Wyre Forest District Council


	Worcester City Council


	Worcestershire County Council


	Wychavon District Council



	Figure
	Redditch Borough Council Internal Officer Consultation


	1.14 The purpose of this early consultation is to ascertain the social, environmental and economic

issues that consultees consider to be relevant to Redditch, and also to establish whether

consultee’s hold additional baseline information for the area that has not previously been

considered. Furthermore the consultation seeks to determine whether any documents or
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	strategies that the relevant bodies have produced, and which have not been previously assessed,

need to be reviewed as part of the SA process.


	strategies that the relevant bodies have produced, and which have not been previously assessed,

need to be reviewed as part of the SA process.


	Five stage approach to Sustainability Appraisal


	1.15 The guidance contained in ‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local

Development Frameworks’ (November 2005) sets out a number of stages that are involved in the

preparation of a SA. This Scoping Report represents ‘Stage A’ in the process, in which the scope

and the level of detail to be included in the initial Sustainability Report and the final Sustainability

Report for each LDD is determined. The process, including the various stages, is detailed below.


	Figure 3: Stages in the Sustainability Appraisal process


	STAGE A: Set context and objectives, establish baseline and decide on the scope


	Figure
	STAGE B: Test the LDD objectives against the SA Framework, develop and refine LDD

options, predict and assess LDD effects, identify mitigation measures and develop proposals

for monitoring


	Figure
	STAGE C: Document the appraisal process in a report


	Figure
	STAGE D: Consult on the preferred options of the LDD and SA Report, appraise significant

changes and make decisions
	Figure
	STAGE E: Monitor significant effects of implementing the LDD


	Approach


	1.16 The approach to this Scoping Report (incorporating the Strategic Environmental Assessment

requirements) is the approach advocated in the Government’s consultation draft guidance

‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Frameworks’

September 2004, ODPM. This report is also prepared in accordance with ‘A Practical Guide to

the Strategic Environmental Assessment’ ODPM, September 2005. The Scoping Report is

however, written in the context of the Local Development Framework for Redditch Borough.


	1.17 The term Sustainability Appraisal will be used throughout this report but it is important to

remember that this term refers both to the SA and the SEA.


	1.18 In accordance with the SEA Directive a thorough assessment of the environmental

consequences of implementing the policies and the preferred options in LDDs is vital. The SEA

Directive requires the following information to be included in a Scoping Report:


	The relationship of the LDD with other relevant plans and programmes;


	The relationship of the LDD with other relevant plans and programmes;
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	An examination of the state of the Borough and the identification of the key issues that

could affect sustainability in the area;


	An examination of the state of the Borough and the identification of the key issues that

could affect sustainability in the area;


	An examination of the state of the Borough and the identification of the key issues that

could affect sustainability in the area;


	Identification of any further environmental problems;


	Consultation on the scope and level of detail of the Environmental Report with relevant

environmental consultees.



	1.19 The area to which this Scoping Report relates is the whole of the Borough of Redditch, but

this area is flexible in the boundaries it covers. The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy

Phase Two review process is underway, and this review is indicating that Redditch Borough will

have to meet a proportion of its housing and employment targets across its boundaries in

Bromsgrove and/or Stratford on Avon Districts (contiguous to Redditch’s urban area). Until

Redditch Borough Council receive further clarification on this cross-boundary issue, the Scoping

Report will collect information on areas surrounding the Borough.
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	STAGE A1 – Identify relevant Plans, Policies,

Programmes and Sustainability Objectives


	STAGE A1 – Identify relevant Plans, Policies,

Programmes and Sustainability Objectives


	2. Relevant Plans Policies and Programmes


	2.1 The SA/SEA must be framed in the context of international, national, regional and local

objectives, as well as strategic planning, transport, environmental and economic policies. All

Local Development Documents can be influenced by other Plans, Policies or Programmes

(PPPs). Therefore it is necessary to identify any relevant PPPs and their objectives, which are

relevant to the production of the Borough of Redditch Local Development Framework. These

relevant PPPs are listed below:


	International


	The Kyoto Agreement, United Nations (1992)

European Spatial Development Perspective (1999)

European Sustainable Development Strategy (2001)


	European Directive 92/43/EEC – Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna

(1992)


	European Directive 2000/60/EC - Water Framework Directive (2000)

European Directive (75/442/EEC, as amended) - Waste Framework Directive (1975)

The Directive to Promote Electricity from Renewable Energy (2001/77/EC)


	Aarhus Convention (1998)

EU Sixth Environmental Action Plan (2002 - 2012)

European Birds Directive (1979)

European Air Quality Directive (2000)

European Landscape Convention (2006)


	National


	PPS 1: Delivering Sustainable Development (2005)

Planning Policy Statement: Planning and Climate Change – Supplement to PPS1 (2007)

PPG 2: Green Belts (2001)


	PPS 3: Housing (2006)


	PPG 4: Industrial, Commercial Development and Small Firms (1992)

PPS 4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Development – Consultation Draft (2007)

PPS 6: Planning for Town Centres (2005)

PPS 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (2004)


	PPS 8: Telecommunications (2001)

PPS 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (2005)

PPS 10: Planning and Sustainable Waste Management (2005)

PPS 11: Regional Spatial Strategies (2004)

PPS 12: Local Development Frameworks (2004)

Creating Local Development Frameworks: A Companion Guide to PPS12 (2004)

PPG 13: Transport (2001)


	PPG 14: Development on Unstable Land (1990)

PPG 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (1994)

PPG 16: Archaeology and Planning (1990)

PPG 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (2002)

PPS 22: Renewable Energy (2004)

PPS 23: Planning and Pollution Control (2004)
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	PPS 24: Planning and Noise (2001)

PPS 25: Development and Flood Risk (2006)

Securing the Future: Delivering UK Sustainable Development Strategy (2005)

Safer Places: The Planning System and Crime Prevention (2004)

By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System – Towards Better Practice (2000)

Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (2003)

The Countryside Agency: Planning for Quality of Life in Rural England (1999)

UK Waste Strategy (2000)


	PPS 24: Planning and Noise (2001)

PPS 25: Development and Flood Risk (2006)

Securing the Future: Delivering UK Sustainable Development Strategy (2005)

Safer Places: The Planning System and Crime Prevention (2004)

By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System – Towards Better Practice (2000)

Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (2003)

The Countryside Agency: Planning for Quality of Life in Rural England (1999)

UK Waste Strategy (2000)


	Waste Strategy for England (2007)

Untapped Potential: Identifying and Delivering Residential Development on Previously Developed

Land (2007)


	A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woods and Forests (2007)


	Code for Sustainable Homes: A Step Change in Sustainable Home Building Practice (2006)

Water for Life and Livelihoods, River Basin Planning: Summary of Significant Water Management

Issues: Severn River Basin District, Consultation Document (2007)

Our Countryside the Future White Paper (2000)


	Character of England Map (1996)


	Planning Circular 3/99

Environment Agency Groundwater Protection: Policy and Practice Public Consultation (2007)

Our NHS, The Future – NHS Next Stage Review – Interim Report (2007)


	White Paper – Our Health, Our Care, Our Say: a new direction for community services (2005)

Hidden Infrastructure: The pressures on Environmental Infrastructure (2007)

The Historic Environment: A force for our future (2001)

Heritage Protection For The 21st Century - White Paper (2007)


	Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (1979)

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Water Services Infrastructure Guide: A Planning Framework (2007)


	Regional


	West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (2004)


	West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Two Revision – Draft Preferred Options (2007)

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy – Phase Two Revision: Spatial Options (2007)

Regional Sustainable Development Framework – Version 2 (2006)

West Midlands Regional Energy Strategy (2004)


	The Regional Cultural Strategy – Cultural Life in the West Midlands (2001 - 2006)

West Midlands Regional Centres Study (2006)

West Midlands Regional Housing Strategy (2006 - 2021)

The West Midlands Visitor Economy Strategy (2004 – 2010)


	Culture West Midlands – Valuing People and Places: Priorities for Action (2005)

A State of the Region Update Report (2005)

West Midlands RSS Infrastructure Review Report, Final Draft (2007)

A Study to Examine the Interface between Housing and the Economy in the West Midlands: A

Final Report to Advantage West Midlands (2007)

West Midlands Economic Strategy (WMRES) Connecting to Success (2007)

West Midlands Regional Flood Risk Report (2007)

A Regional Plan for Sport in the West Midlands (2004 - 2008)


	West Midlands Airports Environmental Baseline Reference Document (2006)

South Housing Market Partnership Strategic Housing Market Assessment of the South Housing

Market Area of the West Midlands (2007)

A Recommended West Midlands Regional Freight Strategy - MDS Transmodal Limited and Mott

Macdonald (2005)


	Investing for Health – A Strategic Framework for the West Midlands (2007 – 2012)
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	West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy: The Impact of Housing Growth on Public Water

Supplies (2007)

West Midlands Green Infrastructure Prospectus (2007)


	West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy: The Impact of Housing Growth on Public Water

Supplies (2007)

West Midlands Green Infrastructure Prospectus (2007)


	West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy: The Impact of Housing Growth on Water Quality and

Waste Water Infrastructure (2007)


	County and Borough


	Worcestershire Local Transport Plan No.2 (2006 – 2011)

Worcestershire County Council Waste Core Strategy - Submission version (2007)

Worcestershire County Structure Plan (with saved policies) (1996- 2011)

Worcestershire Local Area Agreement (2006 - 2009)

Worcestershire Community Strategy (2003 – 2013)

Worcestershire Climate Change Strategy (2004/5)

Worcestershire Economic Strategy (2004 – 2014)

Worcestershire Countryside Access and Recreation Strategy (2003 – 2013)

The Warwickshire Avon Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS) (2006)


	Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan

A New Look at the Landscapes of Worcestershire (2004)

Worcestershire County Council Tourism Strategy (2002 – 2005)

Stratford-on-Avon District Council Local Plan Review (2006)


	Stratford-on-Avon District Council Issues and Options Document (2007)

Bromsgrove District Council Issues and Options Document (2005)

Borough of Redditch Community Strategy 20:20 vision (2003)

Redditch Borough Council Corporate and Performance Plan (2006 - 2009)

Redditch Borough Council Housing Strategy (2005 – 2009)

Redditch New Town Planning Proposals (1966)

Redditch Biodiversity Action Programme (2001)

Feckenham Parish Plan (2006)

Redditch Borough Council Housing Needs Survey (2006)


	2.2 A review of the implications which these PPPs could have for the Sustainability Appraisal and

for the LDF has been completed at Appendix A. New PPPs will be reviewed as they emerge or

are revised. With the preparation of each new LDD, the PPPs will be reviewed and any conflicts

or inconsistencies will be recorded. The review of the PPPs has provided some relevant

indicators or targets useful for testing and refining the Sustainability Objectives.


	Key points from the PPP review


	2.3 From the review of the PPPs the Borough Council has identified some key points that should

be taken into account during the progression of the LDF and potentially any associated

Sustainability Appraisals.


	2.4 An examination of the relationships between the PPPs will highlight synergies to be exploited

as well as inconsistencies or constraints to be avoided. Many of the PPPs have the same

objectives; therefore the implications for the LDDs and the SA are the same in many instances.

There are no identified conflicts between objectives and the implications for the LDDs and SA are

consistent, therefore it has not been necessary to indicate preferences in terms of the

precedence of plans and guidance.


	QUESTION 1: Can you think of any other relevant plans, policies, programmes or

objectives that may be relevant to the Borough of Redditch Local Development

Framework?
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	STAGE A2 – Collect baseline information


	STAGE A2 – Collect baseline information


	3. Collection of Baseline Data


	3.1 Baseline information has been collected in order to help identify environmental, social and

economic issues in Redditch. Sufficient baseline data has been collected to ensure that we have

a sound understanding of the current and potential future state of the area to which the Local

Development Framework relates. This has enabled the effects on sustainability, resulting from the

LDF, to be adequately predicted.


	3.2 It is important to note that at the time of preparing this Scoping Report, the Regional Spatial

Strategy for the West Midlands is undergoing a review. A spatial options document was published

for consultation early in 2007 and this identified options for strategic growth for Redditch Borough.

The document stated that in terms of meeting the needs of Redditch, potential options for growth

may involve development in neighbouring Districts. In order to assess the potential for growth in

neighbouring Districts, it has been necessary, where practicable, to collect baseline information

relevant to the surrounding parts of Redditch Borough.


	3.3 The baseline information collected has had a number of positive functions:


	it has helped to formulate SA objectives


	it has helped to formulate SA objectives


	it has highlighted any sustainability issues


	it has established targets or thresholds that currently exist


	it has provided the basis for monitoring effects, which in turn helps to identify if

sustainability is no longer being achieved.



	3.4 Government guidance on Sustainability Appraisal includes a list of possible sources of

information, which have been used for evidence gathering for this report. The sources include

international, national, regional and local level sources. All of these sources have been

researched for possible relevant information and a baseline summary is set out in Appendix B.

Other sources of information were also explored because not all of the baseline data suggested

in the Government guidance can be collected. Neither are all of the data sources relevant to the

Borough of Redditch LDF. As and when any missing data becomes available at the local level, it

will be possible for future Sustainability Appraisals to include this information.


	Baseline Results


	3.5 Some of the main issues arising from the baseline information gathering exercise have been

summarised in Appendix B.


	QUESTION 2: Do you think there is any more relevant baseline data which isn’t in

Appendix B?


	Figure
	QUESTION 3: Is there anything inaccurate in Appendix B or not relevant?
	Borough of Redditch Local Development Framework – 
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	STAGE A3 – Identify sustainability issues and problems


	STAGE A3 – Identify sustainability issues and problems


	4. Identifying Sustainability Issues


	4.1 Identifying sustainability issues helps define key issues and options for the LDF and gives us

an opportunity to develop sustainable objectives and options. The sustainability issues have been

identified predominantly through the analysis of the baseline assessment, the SEA Directive

requirements and from the issues resulting from the review of relevant Plans, Policies and

Programmes (PPPs). These sustainability issues may be more pertinent to some DPDs than

others. The relevant evidence supporting each issue is displayed in the tables below.


	4.2 SEA guidance requires that biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water,

air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architecture and archaeological

heritage and landscape issues need to be addressed. Also, in light of the SA requirements,

economic and social issues, as well as these environmental issues, have been identified.
	10 
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	STAGE A4 – Develop the Sustainability Appraisal Framework


	5. Worcestershire County Council Joint SA Framework


	5.1 Worcestershire County Council, in conjunction with the Local Authorities of Worcestershire has been

coordinating a joint SA Framework for the County. A set of generic sustainability objectives have been

developed, based upon the West Midlands Regional Sustainable Development Framework (RSDF). The

objectives in the RSDF were in turn based upon the objectives set nationally in the UK’s document ‘Securing

the Future’.


	5.2 The joint SA Objectives formed at Worcestershire County Council level were developed in cooperation with

all Local Authorities in Worcestershire, with the aim of having a robust set of objectives relevant to the whole of

Worcestershire. It is necessary to change the objectives where the Borough Council sees fit. This enables the

objectives to be responsive to Redditch needs and for us to include these as our SA Objectives in this Scoping

Report.


	Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Framework


	5.3 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework comprises a set of sustainability objectives, decision-making

criteria and indicators based upon those developed in the Worcestershire joint SA Framework. This framework

can be used to assess the sustainability of the policies and objectives contained in the LDF.


	5.4 To monitor the actual impacts of proposals in a LDD, a robust set of measurable indicators have been

developed based on the decision-making criteria. The issues and their related Sustainability Objectives are

detailed below and further information on the decision-making criteria, the indicators and the available data is

contained in Appendix C to this Scoping Report.


	Table 2: Sustainability Appraisal Framework


	Figure
	Sustainability Objectives


	Figure
	Issue for LDF?


	(including SEA


	Figure
	Topics)


	Figure
	Figure
	Economic


	Figure
	Vitality and viability of


	Figure
	centres


	Figure
	Figure
	Local economy 
	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable



	Figure
	access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�
	Figure
	economic status or educational attainment


	Figure
	(4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst


	(4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst



	Figure
	ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,


	TR
	TD

	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,






	Figure
	especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives


	Table
	TR
	TD

	TR
	TD


	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce


	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce



	Business diversity 
	Figure
	Environmental


	(4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst


	(4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst


	(4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst


	(4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst


	(4) Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst





	TR
	TD

	TR
	TD

	TR
	TD

	TR
	TD
	Figure
	especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives




	TR
	TD

	TR
	TD


	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce


	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce



	Figure
	Climate change 
	Climate change 
	Climate change 
	Climate change 

	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change


	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change


	(2) Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change


	(18) Promoting resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low carbon
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	(11) To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity


	(11) To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity


	(11) To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity


	(11) To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity



	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Issue for LDF?



	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objectives




	TR
	TD
	Figure
	(including SEA



	TD

	TR
	TD

	sources


	TD
	sources



	Reducing the need to travel 
	Reducing the need to travel 
	(3) to reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel patterns


	(3) to reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel patterns


	(3) to reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel patterns





	Biodiversity 
	Biodiversity 
	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources





	Natural resources 
	Natural resources 
	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(11) To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity


	(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low carbon

sources





	Making the most efficient

use of land


	Making the most efficient

use of land


	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most

versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land

and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest


	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most

versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land

and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest


	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most

versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land

and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest





	Landscape and Townscape

character


	Landscape and Townscape

character


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality





	Water quality and water

resources


	Water quality and water

resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources





	Soil and air quality 
	Soil and air quality 
	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources





	Foul Drainage 
	Foul Drainage 
	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources


	(7) Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources





	Manage waste in

accordance with the waste

hierarchy


	Manage waste in

accordance with the waste

hierarchy


	(1) To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,

recovery and disposal


	(1) To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,

recovery and disposal


	(1) To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle, compost,

recovery and disposal





	Resource efficiency 
	Resource efficiency 
	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,

especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,

especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,

especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives


	(18) Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low carbon

sources





	Openness of the green belt 
	Openness of the green belt 
	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality


	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most

versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land

and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest





	Agricultural land 
	Agricultural land 
	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality


	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most

versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land

and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest





	Flooding and flood risk 
	Flooding and flood risk 
	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas


	(8) Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not adversely

contribute to surface water flooding in all other areas





	Local Distinctiveness 
	Local Distinctiveness 
	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality


	(10) Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality


	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals





	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Social



	TD
	Figure


	Cultural heritage 
	Cultural heritage 
	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals


	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals


	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals





	Historic Environment 
	Historic Environment 
	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals
	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals
	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals
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	Table
	TR
	TD
	Figure
	Issue for LDF?



	TD
	Figure
	Sustainability Objectives




	TR
	TD
	Figure
	(including SEA



	TD

	TR
	TD

	Affordable housing 
	Affordable housing 
	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the right quality and tenure for

local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments


	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the right quality and tenure for

local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments


	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of the right quality and tenure for

local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments





	Local services and facilities 
	Local services and facilities 
	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment





	Crime and fear of crime 
	Crime and fear of crime 
	(5) To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local

community


	(5) To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local

community


	(5) To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions that affect

their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social responsibility in the local

community


	(15) Reduce crime, fear of crime and antisocial behaviour





	Skills and education 
	Skills and education 
	(4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst

ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural


	(4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst

ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural


	(4) Develop a knowledge driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills base whilst

ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural


	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce





	Open space 
	Open space 
	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment


	(17) Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and most

versatile agricultural lands, land of green belt value, maximising use of previously developed land

and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open space and biodiversity interest





	Access to good quality

sports facilities


	Access to good quality

sports facilities


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -

economic status or educational attainment


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -

economic status or educational attainment


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -

economic status or educational attainment


	(12) To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce inequalities in health





	Deprivation 
	Deprivation 
	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,

especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,

especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives


	(6) Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low impact,

especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology initiatives


	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio -

economic status or educational attainment


	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and tenure

for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments


	(14) To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce





	High quality design and

architecture


	High quality design and

architecture


	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and tenure

for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments


	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and tenure

for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments


	(13) Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and tenure

for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments


	(16) Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek well�designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development proposals





	Health and well-being 
	Health and well-being 
	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment
	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment
	(9) To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and equitable

access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, socio�economic status or educational attainment
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	5.5 The objectives listed below will form the basis of the Sustainability Framework for assessing

the objectives of DPDs or SPDs. The sustainability objectives are not listed in order of priority.


	5.5 The objectives listed below will form the basis of the Sustainability Framework for assessing

the objectives of DPDs or SPDs. The sustainability objectives are not listed in order of priority.


	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,

compost, recovery, disposal;


	1. To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy: reduce, reuse, recycle,

compost, recovery, disposal;


	2. Reduce causes of and adapt to the impacts of climate change;


	3. To reduce the need to travel and move towards more sustainable travel patterns;


	4. Develop a knowledge-driven economy, with the appropriate infrastructure and skills

base whilst ensuring all share the benefits urban and rural;


	5. To provide opportunities for communities to participate in and contribute to decisions

that affect their neighbourhood and quality of life, encouraging pride and social

responsibility in the local community;


	6. Promote and support the development of new technologies, of high value and low

impact, especially resource efficient technologies and environmental technology

initiatives;


	7. Protect and improve the quality of water, soil and air and water resources;


	8. Ensure development does not occur in high-risk flood prone areas and does not

adversely contribute to fluvial flood risks or contribute to surface water flooding in all

other areas;


	9. To improve the vitality and viability of Town and District Centres and the quality of, and

equitable access to, local services and facilities, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,

disability, socio - economic status or educational attainment;


	10. Safeguard and strengthen landscape and townscape character and quality;


	11. To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity;


	12. To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce inequalities in

health;


	13. Provide decent affordable housing for all that is cheap to run, of all the right quality and

tenure for local needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments;


	14. To raise the skills levels and qualifications of the workforce;


	15. Reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour;


	16. Conserve and enhance the architectural, cultural and archaeological heritage and seek

well-designed, resource efficient, high quality built environment in new development

proposals;


	17. Ensure efficient use of land through safeguarding of mineral reserves, the best and

most versatile agricultural lands, land of Green Belt value, maximising use of previously

developed land and reuse of vacant buildings, where this is not detrimental to open

space and biodiversity interest;


	18. Promote resource efficiency and energy generated from renewable energy and low

carbon sources.



	QUESTION 5: Are these Sustainability Objectives suitable or are there any which need

removing or adding?
	Testing objectives


	5.6 The objectives in LDDs must be checked against the sustainability objectives listed under

Stage A4. This enables conflicts between objectives to be highlighted which makes it possible to

adjust them if necessary in order to make them as consistent as possible with the aims of

sustainability. In general, the LDD objectives and the sustainability objectives will be consistent

with one another, however occasionally they may overlap in terms of their desired outcomes.
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	Testing the compatibility of the objectives is not conducted as part of the Scoping Report process,

this is detailed further in the Sustainability Appraisal Report.


	Testing the compatibility of the objectives is not conducted as part of the Scoping Report process,

this is detailed further in the Sustainability Appraisal Report.


	5.7 The sustainability matrix below exemplifies the analysis that will be used to compare the

sustainability objectives with the objectives of the LDDs. The matrix will be used as part of the

Sustainability Appraisal Report for each LDD. This analysis will be helpful to prioritise the

objectives. The matrix consists of a marking system, where a colour will represent the level of

conflict or compatibility.


	For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Positive compatible’ – LDD objectives support the

sustainability objectives and no changes are advised;


	For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Positive compatible’ – LDD objectives support the

sustainability objectives and no changes are advised;


	For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Potentially positive’ – LDD objectives may be

sustainable perhaps with mitigation measures set out in the Sustainability Appraisal

Report;


	For objectives that are deemed to be ‘Neutral’ – LDD objectives do not relate to the

sustainability objectives or the LDD objective had negative and positive outcomes in

balance;


	For objectives that are deemed to have ‘Possible conflict’ – LDD objectives conflict with

sustainability objectives. The LDD objective needs to have mitigating measures as

detailed in the Sustainability Report; and


	For objectives that are deemed to have ‘No relationship/Unsure’ – Either there is no

identifiable relationship or information is not available to appraise the objective.



	Figure 4: Matrix testing the compatibility of the sustainability objectives and the LDD
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	STAGE A5 – Consult on the scope of the Sustainability

Appraisal


	STAGE A5 – Consult on the scope of the Sustainability

Appraisal


	6. Consultation on the SA Scoping Report


	6.1 In accordance with Government regulations this Scoping Report for the Borough of Redditch

Local Development Framework was put out for consultation with the statutory SEA consultation

bodies of Natural England, English Heritage, and the Environment Agency. The consultation

period lasted for 5 weeks between 1st October 2007 and 5th November 2007. We requested that

responses should be based upon the questions (1 to 5) in this Scoping Report. The Borough

Council also accepted late submissions.


	All comments received we summarised and responded to by Officers. The summaries, responses

and suggested changes are all presented in a table at Appendix D of this Scoping Report.
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