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Present

15 Attendees
1. Welcome 
Everyone was welcomed by the Chair, S, and our visitor, Mr M, from Mtwara in Tanzania through One World Link on a cultural exchange, was introduced and welcomed. Introductions were made and minutes approved.
2. Youth Cabinet

L and M provided an overview of their work.

They are struggling to get young people in Redditch to join the Youth Cabinet and asked for the forums support to encourage young people to join them and get in touch:

youthvoiceteam@worcestershire.gov.uk
See ‘Equalitea’ Event they have coming up (attached), open to all young people to drop in and see what they do!

The Forum suggested they will support by sharing their information and suggested an event specifically to increase membership from Redditch – current event leaflet did not state Redditch, it may need to be more targeted?
3. Councillor Pat Witherspoon

The Older People’s Forum is looking at beginning a new project in partnership with DSP, DAR and Carers Careline (possibly others) to open a ‘information centre’, open each day, run by volunteers in the Ecumenical centre, aiming to reduce loneliness and signpost people to relevant resources.
Lsuggested looking into the social prescriber scheme.

4. Youth Voice Team – Looked After Children and Care Leavers
C gave an overview of each of the groups running for Looked After Children (including those in foster care, adoption, kinship care, residential..) and Care Leavers. 
Discussion about the lack of young people attending the forum – how can all of the groups join up more/better to ensure young people’s voices are heard?

5. Women’s Aid
Laura gave an overview of Women’s Aid and their project to engage with more BME communities.
Contact Laura for more information at: laura@westmerciawomensaid.org
6. Cllr Dave Bush
Grants are available to apply for through RBC – please seek advice from Ann Dallison (Grants Coordinator) before completing your forms – really important to access the support available: ann.dallison@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
http://www.redditchbc.gov.uk/business/tax,-funding,-finance/grants-and-funding/voluntary-and-community-sector-funding.aspx
Also contact the Round table with funding requests – money is available for community groups/individuals.
7. Your Community, Your Say!
· Sports Development – Ongoing projects:
· Escape Pain

Follow the link for details so far on our proposed project.

http://www.redditchbc.gov.uk/things-to-do/in-the-community/community-exercise-sessions/escape-pain.aspx 

· Active Kitchen

Follow the link for details of our February project. 

We don’t advertise this project as we work closely with schools to identify those young people in need but we will add information on what was delivered once the Easter project has taken place.

http://www.redditchbc.gov.uk/things-to-do/sports-fitness/active-redditch/active-redditch-kids/active-kitchen.aspx
· Parklives 

Free activities have been taking place in Arrow Valley and Morton Stanley Parks, 1.30-3.30pm.

Information displayed through the link below.

http://www.redditchbc.gov.uk/things-to-do.aspx 
Active Kids magazine

http://www.redditchbc.gov.uk/things-to-do/sports-fitness/active-redditch/active-redditch-kids/active-kids-magazine.aspx
8. Community Forum – maximising our impact
Discussion took place around the Terms of Reference and current work of the forum. All felt that the ToR need to be updated, and it was explained that the forum have moved on from the work these originally set out – the forum is now used as a networking meeting and information sharing forum for residents and community groups, with Councillors present to be a part of these discussions and hear feedback directly.
9. AOB and items for future discussion 
Issues mentioned during the meeting:
· Transport – issues travelling around Redditch and connecting to other areas
· Community Safety

· Isolation

· Trying to get Redditch Green where the Bandstand is recognised as one of green space of Redditch 

· S was very pleased to have the Bandstand Events added to the Active Redditch pamphlet 

10. Next meeting

The next meeting is Tuesday 11th September, 5.30pm for refreshments with a 6pm start. 
Need to check that future meetings do not clash with Redditch MHG meetings.
Future dates for 2018 

Tuesday 4 Dec

Any discussion/ agenda items for the meeting please contact:

 equalities@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
�





�





Redditch Community Forum





DRAFT minutes of meeting on 


Tuesday 12 June 2018











1

