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Welcome

We gather here today to dedicate this bench as memorial 
to those from this town who have served, and continue to 
serve, in the British forces; thinking particularly of 37 Signal 
Regiment, whom this bench commemorates. 

We pray for all who in bereavement, disability and pain 
continue to suffer the effects of conflicts past and we pray 
that this memorial will continue to honour the memory of 
all who have served our nation in pursuit of justice and 
peace.

As we begin our service we invite representatives of 
Redditch Borough Council to formally welcome us to 
these memorial gardens and to this dedication service, 
following which the  Commanding Officer of 37 Signal 
Regiment will say a few words.

Prayers

As we gather in this place we remember those whose lives 
have been given and taken in conflict; we share memo-
ries of those no longer with us and are united in our hope 
for peace in our world. 

Here we bring our sadness, our grief, and our fears; 
Our hopes and our memories, knowing that we are one in 
our sorrow;  And pray for all who in bereavement, disability 
and pain continue to suffer. 

We pray that this memorial will honour the memory of 
those who died for justice and peace in the world and 
give to God the future we would have shared with them. 
As we seek God’s comfort in this place of stillness. 

(Silence is kept)

Merciful God, we offer to you the fears in us that have not 
yet been cast out by love: May we accept the hope you 
have placed in the hearts of all people, and live lives of 
justice, courage and mercy; through Jesus Christ our risen 
Redeemer. Amen

God grant to the living, grace;
to the departed, rest;
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth,
and all mankind, peace and concord;
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, 
remain with you always. Amen.



Let us bring to mind the shortcomings of the world;
Its pride, its selfishness, its greed; evil divisions and hatred, 
and let us confess our failure to show love and seek, and 
establish, that peace which God wills for us.

We have done wrong in the eyes of man and of God
and are not worthy to be called His children.
We ask that you forgive, and teach us, to live rightly
in love and peace with God and all humanity. Amen.

The merciful God forgive and free from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and give you 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE READING - Matthew 15.12-17 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends. 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. No 
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it to you. 

These things I command you, so that you will love one 
another. 

REFLECTION

As we reflect upon the cost of serving our nation, so we 
pray:

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

As our time together draws to its close let us commit our-
selves to live for those whom we remember here today:
           We will remember them

In the happy moments, and the sad, remembering our loss 
and holding close their love:           We will remember them

When years have passed that this day is far behind us, 
with pride, love, and the hope of resurrection before us:
                We will remember them

When the sun rises tomorrow and a new day, filled with 
hope, begins. 
Will you commit yourself to the pursuit of peace:  We Will

Will you seek to heal the wounds of war?  We will

Will you work for a just future for all humanity? We will



THE DEDICATION

Almighty and eternal God, from whose love we cannot 
be parted either by death or life, we offer our thanksgiv-
ings for all whom we remember this day. Bless those whose 
memories are enshrined in this bench which we now dedi-
cate, and in your gracious goodness fulfil in all humanity 
the purpose of your love and bring us all, with all creation, 
to your eternal glory;  This we pray through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them. 
We will remember them.

      LAST POST    SILENCE REVEILLE

‘When you go home, tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.’

IN PLACES OF STILL REMEMBRANCE
The tombs of warriors are not merely made of marble, 
nor only found inscribed in places of still remembrance,
but in the deep waters, the silent moors, 
and in the stifled laugh they are made real.

They are remembered in the faint cry heard, 
then lost upon the wind; 
and within the hearts of those who mourn 
and in the pride of a nation served, comrades loved,
and humanity redeemed through sacrifice and loss.

PRAYERS 

Eternal God, you give light to those in the shadow of 
death and give comfort those who mourn. 

As we remember those whom we love but see no longer, 
we pray that in them your perfect will may be fulfilled and 
that they, now at rest, may at the last enter with them into 
the fullness of your eternal joy.  Amen.

We pray for those who strive for peace and fight for justice 
asking that you bring us all, at the end of our lives, to the 
peace of your presence.

Stretch forth your mighty arm to strengthen and protect 
all members of the Armed Forces and grant that meeting 
danger with courage, and all occasions with discipline 
and loyalty, they may truly serve the cause of justice and 
peace to the honour of your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS

Almighty God, whose messengers go forth in every age 
giving light and understanding grant that we of the Royal 
Corps of Signals, who speed the word of man to man, 
may be swift and sure in sending the message of Your 
truth into all the world.

May we serve You faithfully and, with the help of Your Holy 
Spirit, make such success of our soldierly duties on this 
earth that we may be found worthy to receive the crown 
of life hereafter, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


