Redditch Borough Council 

Leisure & Cultural Services 

Matchborough Natural Play and Landscaping
POS alongside Ipsley Brook
Background

The following section provides an overview of the background to this project and the key information relating to this matter.

· Redditch BC has received Section 106 from local development from Claybrook School.  This S106 confirmed within the deed of variation for off site contribution:
 
‘local equipped area for play within the Matchborough Ward’
· This S106 local funding has provided the opportunity to promote play in alternative location within Matchborough.  The recently removed Millhill toddler provision was a target of on-going vandalism and damage due to the teenage age profile using the popular ballcourt at this location. 

· Leisure Officers have works with colleagues in planning to review the proposals for the Matchborough District Centre Regeneration feasibility study and the need to assess the current and future play opportunities to provide young aimed at young children in the Ward.

· The larger area of open space running alongside Iplsey Brook, off Matchborough Way has been chosen to provide an area for natural play that compliments new proposals for the regeneration of the area. 
· The open space is in need of clearance works to promote and open up this popular route to and from local schools. 
· With the relatively short time frame to expend the S106 for play, this must be spent before the District Centre works and therefore approval and agreement has been made with Elected Members for the natural play element at the open space alongside Ispley Brook specifically aimed at toddlers and young children.
· Provision to be delivered to create a sustainable and informal play location working with the Environmental Services Place teams and Leisure officers

Current Situation

· The open space and play improvements will be delivered in a phased approach:

· Clearance works – with volunteers and internal teams to clear the site and prepare for new structures and artwork (completed late Summer)

· Tree clearance works to remove hazardous willow overhanging car park (completed Autumn 2017)
· ‘Rox Climb’ play climbing boulders to be delivered to site in October.  These will include large climbing and incorporate stone fossils and rocks.  

· Permanent art trail play elements will be created by local artists working with local schools (Matchborough First School, Arrow Vale and Kingfisher Schools).  The artists will work with existing willow stumps within the site to create carvings and other new stone animal structures.  School engagement will include schools being involved in carving, filming and temporary artwork installation along the bridge.  The temporary artwork will be removed after official opening leaving the formal sculptures in situ.
· Artwork and Rox climb natural play will be scheduled for completion towards the end of October (Subject to weather).

· The Place team continual maintenance programme will be carried out to ensure the natural element of the site is managed with created mown pathways and areas of longer grass/meadow to enhance the creative space for young children and imaginative play opportunities
Project Benefits

· Improved open space area

· Creation of play space specifically for toddlers and younger children/families and parents 

· Increased biodiversity and ecological benefits of naturalising site and leaving longer grassed areas, creating mown pathways

· Interaction with all local schools to encourage understanding and management of the site

· Improvement of experience for this regularly used cycle/pedestrian route

· improve flows and movement of the water body within the park

· Improvement to the aesthetic of the park

Partner Involvement

Contractor for Play/Art
· The formal play structures have been procured through a tender process and successful contractor awarded

· Artist play structures and sculptures have been procured through a tender process and successful artists awarded. The Brief to work with local schools in the development of completion of the scheme

Schools
- Matchborough First School, Arrow Vale School and Kingfisher 


  School to be involved with the artist brief and delivery of the 


  project

Engagement with residents
Residents have been notified regarding the




clearance works at the end of the Summer period.

Members to agree communication with local residents 

around the site.  Propose formal letter with graphics and 

door to door discussion.

Env Services - 
Place team for the area involved in the support of 



clearance works and delivery of the informal maintenance 



to promote and create mown meadow pathways through 



artistic trails

Planning 
All works and designs have considered the Matchborough 



District Regeneration Proposals 

Official Opening; it is anticipated the official opening will be toward the end of November to ensure all works completed in partnership with the schools  are in readiness for opening.
